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EYES ON JESUS 
 

O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 

before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.  

(Gradual for Lent, based on Hebrews 12:2) 

 
When the characters in the Passion narrative look at Jesus, what do 

they see? In most cases, people misunderstood who He is and what He 
was doing. In some cases, by faith, people recognized Him aright. Our 
Lenten series this year, Eyes on Jesus is based on Passion according to 
St. Mark. We will examine how the various people around Jesus viewed 
Him—and how we should view Him. We will “fix our eyes” on what 
Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His holy, precious blood and 
innocent sufferings and death, and celebrate what God sees on account 
of His work: our justification for His sake. 

On Ash Wednesday, February 26 we will see how, in spite of Jesus’ 
repeated predictions about His upcoming Passion, the disciples with 
“Misjudging Eyes” fail to recognize that soon He will not be with them, 
and they cannot see the anonymous woman’s anointing of Jesus as 
preparation for His burial. But Jesus sees her actions as a beautiful deed 
that will be proclaimed throughout the world wherever the Gospel is 
heard. 

At our midweek service after the First Sunday of Lent, we will look 
through Judas’s “Betraying Eyes” and learn why he did this awful deed. 
Yet the behind-the-scenes-reality is that Jesus was “handed over” 
(another way of translating the verb for “betray”) by God the Father 
Himself, so that Jesus could die for the sin of the world. 

“Sleepy Eyes” is the theme for the second week of Lent. In 
Gethsemane, Jesus’ inner circle of Peter, James, and John cannot keep 
their eyes open to watch and pray with Jesus for even an hour, while 
Jesus comes to see that His Father’s will is that He drink the cup of 
God’s wrath when He comes to the “hour” of His suffering. 

In the third week of Lent, we stare into the “Denying Eyes” of Peter 
and the other apostles. They could not see how they could ever fall 
away from Jesus, but after Jesus is betrayed by Judas, ten of them flee, 
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and Peter—when he is spotted by a servant girl and sees that his own 
neck is on the line—sees fit to deny Jesus, which leads to his own eyes 
weeping in remorse. We sinners likewise deny our Lord in many ways, 
but Jesus denied Himself to take up the cross for our salvation. 

“Murderous Eyes” is the theme of week 4 in Lent. The chief priests 
and scribes saw Jesus as an obstacle to be rid of by murdering Him 
through the Roman judicial system. Yet during the Passover festival, 
they would unwittingly bring about the Father’s sacrifice of the ultimate 
Passover Lamb. 

In the fifth week of Lent, we look through the “Worldly Eyes” of 
Pilate, the Jewish leaders, and the Roman soldiers. Pilate can only view 
matters in a worldly, pragmatic way, wishing to placate the worldly 
Jewish leaders and crowd, so he consents to handing Jesus over for 
crucifixion. The soldiers see the opposite of a worldly king, but their 
ironic hailing of Him as “King of the Jews” proclaims who He really is. 
The world looks for power and glory; God’s way is suffering and the 
cross. 

On Maundy Thursday, there is “More Than Meets the Eye” to the 
Lord’s Supper. We will look into the Old Testament background of the 
Last Supper and rejoice in the mystery that Jesus, in and with, bread and 
wine, gives us His body and blood in order to deliver to us the benefits 
of His Passion. 

On Good Friday, we look through “God’s Eyes” to see what is 
happening during the Passion: the once-for-all atonement for the sin of 
the whole world and the justification of all sinners on Easter. 

Finally, Easter Sunday gazes upon “Angel Eyes.” The angel in the 
tomb knows the whole story of Jesus’ resurrection. When he sees the 
women, he proclaims the Gospel to them, shows them where Jesus’ 
body had formerly lain, and tells them that they can see Jesus 
themselves in Galilee. Likewise, the “angels” or messengers of the 
Church in the apostolic ministry tell God’s people where they can find 
Jesus and His salvation in the Means of Grace. 

With Eyes on Jesus as our theme this Lent, we will continuously 
focus on Jesus Christ and Him crucified, buried, and risen for our 
justification. This is a vision that will never disappoint, for by trusting in 
Jesus, He promises that we will gaze upon His beautiful face now by 
faith and forever in heaven! 
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Prayers from January 
For Sharon Limback & family, death of her brother-in-law 
For Kathy Illian & family, death of her niece 
For Barb Buescher, health issue 
For Rick Tyler, heart procedure 
For Ron Friedley, recent stroke 
For David Mahncke, health issue 
For the family of Darrell Pelton, brother of Marcy Trower, who recently 
passed away 
For Pastor Illian, prostate cancer 
For Vicki McDonald, Kathy Camarata’s sister, cancer 
For missionaries Scott & Ivy Wiens 

 
Information 

                                 

Official Business: 
Baptism: Hadlee Mae Roth, daughter of Matt & Erin Roth 
Transfer In: Steven & Carol Pieper from Risen Christ Davenport, IA 
Transfer Out: Ruth Gulley Bellmer to Shepherd of the Hills Onalaska, WI 
Death: Chris Panther, Lucille Hemsath 
 
Current Address Needed for: 
Aliya Abben 
Jade Allspach 
Kizer Friedley 
Myles Hillman 
John Netty 
Ben Sink 
Christopher Walsh, Jr. 
Rebecca Winther 
Cody Wright 

Please call the church office if you will be in the 
hospital or if you know of a member that is ill.  
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Worship 
 
This year’s theme is Foundations of Faith 1. Theme Verse:   
 Psalm 18:2 -- The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my 
God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold.   
 

Communicating with God: We are laying the second and third 
building blocks of our Foundation of Faith on the personal aspects of 
Prayer and Worship. Join Adult Bible class at 10:00am on Sundays, as 
Pastor shows us how to better communicate with God. 

      

Altar Committee:  Pastor & Kathy Illian will set up communion in 
February. Thank you to Ron & Shirley Pries for setting up communion in 
January.    

 
February Acolytes 

 
Worship Schedule:  
Sundays @ 8:30am & 11:00am 
Wednesdays @ 5:30pm  

 

Sunday, Feb 2  w/HC 8:30 a.m. Hailey Stubberud  

                           w/HC  11:00 a.m. Kamilla Meyer  

Sunday, Feb 9 8:30 a.m. Ashleigh Panning  

 11:00 a.m. Alayna Laughridge  

Sunday, Feb 16  w/HC 8:30 a.m. Jared Piehl  

                             w/HC 11:00 a.m. Thelma Culpepper  

Sunday, Feb 23  8:30 a.m. Kassidy Dunbar  

                            11:00 a.m. Melia Stone  

Wednesday, Feb 26 5:30 p.m. Aidan Bedard  
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Lent begins Ash Wednesday, February 26 
This Lent, we will use the metaphor of eyesight to examine how the 
various people in Mark’s Gospel viewed Jesus during His Passion. In 
most cases, they misunderstood who He was and what He was doing; 
then again, sometimes by faith people did recognize Him correctly. 
     We have these forty days of Lent in which we may look within 
ourselves as people of faith in our day. How are we like or unlike the 
people who saw Jesus in the flesh? Most important, as we gather for 
worship, we will see what Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His 
holy, precious blood and innocent sufferings and death. 

 
Fellowship 

 
Glowing Embers: If you are interested in joining us for our monthly 
get together you have probably already given it thought, if you are not 
interested you will buzz right over this paragraph. But wait, maybe this 
is the moment for you to give it a second thought. If so, let me say it 
again. You are welcome to join the Lutheran senior citizens at Glowing 
Embers on the first Thursday of every month. In January there were 
about 26 in attendance. Our next get-together will be Feb. 6 at 11:30am 
(the time of the table grace) at the CF Pizza Ranch on University. 
Glowing Embers is a monthly stirring of the ashes into a roaring fire as 
we visit, eat AND visit, sing, visit about the health conditions of the 
infirmed, pray and go home. Anything less would not be worth the 
effort. Anything more would be over kill, and we certainly are not 
interested in that. Why not give it another try in February?  

 
Valentine’s Dinner: Sunday, February 16 at 6:00pm. See Colby or 
Martha Reinking or one of the Immanuel Youth for tickets! $10 each. 
 
Lenten Soup Suppers start Ash Wednesday, February 
26. Soups will be served starting at 4:30pm. Sign-up 
sheets for needed food items are on the Welcome Desk. If 
you can help with clean up, speak to Cindy Grim. Free will 
offering will support the SPARC trip to the Creation Museum and Ark 
Experience. 



 

 

6 

Christian Outreach 
 

 
 
 
 

 
LCMS Radio and Web Ministry 

www.Kfuo.org reaches listeners worldwide 24/7 
        

“The Lutheran Hour” can be heard on these stations: 
KXEL 1540 AM Sunday 5:30am 
WGN 720 AM Sunday 6:00am 
WMT 600 AM Sunday 6:30am 

WHO 1040 AM Sunday 7:30am 
KWAY 1470 AM Sunday 8:00am 

 
Mission Ministry 

 

Mission Committee: Meets Tuesday, February 4 @ 6:15pm. Speak to 
Bob White for more information on how you can get involved. 

 
Missionary Family: Please keep in your prayers Scott & Ivy Wiens, the 
missionary family our church is helping to support. They would love to 
hear from you, as it is a great encouragement to them! 
 
 

Mission Trip to Dakota Ranch: Join us on a mission trip this summer 
to the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch in Minot, ND leaving Sun., July 5th 
and returning Sat., July 11th.  We will work in various areas doing 
painting, carpentry, helping at the thrift store, mending fences, etc.  
Chaplain Rick Jones of the Ranch will lead daily Bible studies, plus we 
will attend Chapel with the Ranch kids and have plenty of opportunities 
to interact with them and show them God's love.  The price for the 
week is estimated to be around $250.  If you might be interested in 
attending sign up at the Welcome Desk. 
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Adult Education 
  

Bible Study Opportunities: 
Sunday Adult Study – Pastor Kapanka leads a Bible study on Sunday 
mornings in the sanctuary from 10:00-10:45am.  Topic: PRAYER & 
Personal Devotion! 
 
Women’s Bible Study—This women’s Bible study, led by Deb Staack, 
meets Tuesday mornings 9:15-11:00am. Any interested women are 
welcome! Current study: The Armor of God 
 
At the Village – Small group Bible study at the Village Co-op in CF 
Sundays at 6:00pm. New participants are always welcome! Current 
study is the book of Daniel. Contact Kathe Kisling with any questions. 
 

 
Youth & Children’s Ministry 

 

Sunday School for grades Pk (3 & 4-year-old) through 8th grades meet 
Sunday mornings at 9:45 in various classrooms. Questions? Speak to 
Nancy Culpepper.  
 

Pre-Communion classes begin Wednesday, February 26 6:45-7:45pm. 
 
Faith Alive! Digging Deeper: Studying Your Bible on Sunday evenings.  
 
SPARC: Plans are being made for a trip to the Creation Museum June 
24-27.  Speak to Anne Dawson, Coordinator, for more info. Be sure to 
check the bulletin board above the coat racks for information about 
other upcoming events! 
 

High School Youth Group: Contact Colby Reinking, Youth Director for 
specifics. 
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Music Ministry 
 
Kids Praise Choir practices Mondays from 
5:30-6:00. All children of the congregation 
kindergarten-6th grade are invited to join us 
in singing praises during worship services. 
Contact Mrs. Sharon Limback if you have 
any questions. 
 

Praise Band practices Wednesdays at 6:30p.  If you are interested in 
singing or playing with Praise Band, we’d love you to join us! Speak to 
Dave Koehler. 
 

Hand Bells, Children's Chimes: We are currently without a music 
director. At this time, practices for Hand Bells, and Chimes are 
suspended -- unless there is someone willing to keep those going until a 
replacement is found? 

 
Women’s Ministry     

 

Dorcas Society, LWML: Dorcas will hold a “Super” bake sale on Super 
Bowl Sunday, February 2 with proceeds in support of Robin Morelock’s 
mission to PNG. 

 
Chick Flick: Monday, March 2, at 6:00pm at the home of Laverne 

Kelderman. Sign up at the Welcome Desk. Join us for food, fellowship & 
the flick The Case for Christ. 

The true story of Lee Strobel, an investigative 
journalist and self-proclaimed atheist, who 
sets out to disprove the existence of God after 
his wife becomes a Christian. This biography 
of Strobel’s journey from atheism to faith is 
based on his award-winning bestseller of the 
same name. 
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Come Join the Dorcas Society (LWML) for its February Meeting on 
Thursday, February 20 at 6:30pm.  We will be meeting at the Village    
Co-op; 914 Bluegrass Cr and our hostesses will be the Village Co-op 
LWMLers!  Margaret McCombs will open with devotions, after which we 
will play a round of the Hearts Game.  We will be revealing the names of 
our Secret Sisters and draw names for Secret Sisters for the coming 
year!  ALL WOMEN are invited to join us!  Any questions, please call 
Jennifer Determan or Laverne Kelderman. 

 
Men’s Ministry 

 
Pancake Breakfast: The men of Immanuel serve a 
pancake breakfast the second Sunday of the month. 
We could use more men to help! If you can pitch in 
to assist with prep, serving, or clean up, contact Jeff 
Dawson.   

 
Service Opportunities 

 
Food Bank: Immanuel volunteers at the NE IA Food Bank on Lafayette 
St. in Waterloo from 4:30-6:00pm on February 6.  Use the volunteer 
entrance and join us!  

 
Read the Lessons or Greet at the Front Door:  Please sign up at the 
Welcome Desk if you would like to assist. 
 

Presentation Assistant: If you are interested in learning how to run 
the Proclaim software we use during our service, tape our services, or 
perhaps operate the sound board, speak to Jon Illian, Tech Director. 
 

Ushers: We are always looking for more ushers, including families! Also 
need individuals who would be willing to be usher team captains. Speak 
to Nathan Schutt, Usher Coordinator. 

 



 

 

10 

Volunteer Help Needed! Join the Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
volunteer team in Waterloo! The ReStore is a discount home 
improvement store located in Waterloo that sells donated building 
materials and home goods to the public. All proceeds support Iowa 
Heartland Habitat for Humanity’s mission in our local community. Shifts 
available Tues-Sat. Visit www.webuildhabitat.org/volunteer/restore-
volunteer or call to sign up! 

 
 

 
 
 
If you have not yet fulfilled your building pledge, we encourage you to 
do so; if you have fulfilled your pledge, please prayerfully continue to 
give to the building fund to make our building payment.  
 

Change Challenge! Save your pocket change each week and drop it in 
the 5-gallon bucket in the church entryway.  All monies from the bucket 
will go towards the building fund.  We are over $9,596 collected! 

 
Contributions for January 

 
   Attendance                    Offering                    Building        
 
 
 
 
 

Electronic Giving:  Would you find it helpful to have your offerings 
debited directly from your bank account as you probably do with other 
obligations? Immanuel offers electronic giving for those of you who 
wish to have your contributions transferred electronically to the 
church’s account. Contact the church office for more details. We have 
over 20 church families who use this easy option! 
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Buy SCRIP Gift Cards! From retail stores to restaurants, using scrip 
cards is easy! We keep many of your favorites on hand but can also 
order what you need. Not only are the cards great gifts but are handy 
for your everyday use. All families buy gas, buy groceries, and eat out. 
Why not use a scrip card? Immanuel keeps a percentage of each card 
purchased (and is given to the building fund)!  Buy scrip at the Welcome 
Desk, from the office, or contact Deb Newton. 

 
Caring Ministry 

 
GriefShare is a national Christ-centered grief recovery support group. 
This 13-week program meets in the Fall on Mondays at 4:00pm and is 
led by Lois Bonefas. 
  

Immanuel’s GriefShare leadership team plans to host monthly 
informal grief support group meetings on the third Monday of the 
month Jan-Aug.  Our next meeting will be Monday, February 17, at 
4:00pm here at Immanuel.  There will be no formal program at these 
meetings.  They’ll be a time for fellowship and sharing.  Anyone who’s 
interested in grief support is welcome to attend.  Please share this 
information with anyone you know who might be interested in grief 
support. 

 
Love, INC Gas Card Gap Ministry:  If you are willing 
to meet briefly with clients who pick up gas cards here 
at Immanuel on Wednesdays between 10:00-11:00, call 
Kathy Diehl. 
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Preschool News 
      
    Happy February!  It is hard to believe that we are already past our 
100th day of school this year.  The year is passing us by quickly.  
     I know many of you do not like the snow and the winter months for 
many different reasons however, here at preschool we enjoy the 
snow.  The children have been excited to go out and play on the snow 
hill where they get to climb, create sliding trails, and enjoy the 
opportunities to make snowballs.  Yesterday, the class was out using 
shovels to make paths for sledding and then trying to see if they would 
work.  The snow has given us many different learning opportunities as 
well.  
     We are in full swing of enrolling students for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Our 3’s program will be offering two different morning sessions, a 
Monday/Wednesday group and a Tuesday/Thursday group.  The 4’s 
program will offer both a morning and afternoon class as part of the 
voluntary preschool program.  Our classes are starting to fill up.  If you 
have an interest or know of someone looking for a preschool, let them 
know about our program.     
     The preschool has a new website!  We have been working on 
transferring data from our old site for the past few months and the new 
one is now up.  We will be able to make changes regularly ourselves and 
in a timely manner.  Check out the new site at immanuelpreschool.org. 
 
Thank you for all your support and prayers! 
    Mrs. Illian, Mrs. Meyerhoff, Mrs. Dawson, Mrs. Grim, Ms. Peters 

 
 
 

http://immanuelpreschool.org/
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Other News 
 
Grounds Update:  
  Just a reminder that pledge envelopes can be dropped into the 
offering plate. $127,649 has been collected of the $158,953 pledged. 
Extra pledge envelopes can be found on the Welcome Desk. We are 
currently waiting for paperwork from our attorney that the city has 
requested regarding easement agreements and replatting of our land. 
 

Reminder to Thrivent members to check their account(s) often.  
Thrivent is awarding "Choice Dollars" constantly to your accounts which 
you can direct to Immanuel.  If you need help or don't have a computer 
call Cheryl Lauer.  
 

Men’s Community Event: BBQ and Bags at Heartland Vineyard 

Church, 3321 Titan Trail, Waterloo Saturday, February 8 at 1:00pm. This 
is the kick-off to what they pray will be a regular gathering of men from 
various churches in the Cedar Valley. 
 

This is My Body: On Tuesday, February 11 at 6:30pm., Pastor 
Salemink, executive director of Lutherans For Life, will be at Faith 
Lutheran, Waterloo for a presentation titled “This Is My Body: Christian 
Compassion and Courage Concerning Sexuality and Gender”. Our 
culture is wrestling with questions about sexuality and gender that have 
permeated even the Church. How do our bodies reflect the grace of 
God? For what privileges and responsibilities has He made us male and 
female? How can we speak truth and show love for individuals 
experiencing suffering and temptation related to sexuality and gender? 
Please join us as we examine instruction from Scripture, engage 
observations of science, and explore opportunities for servanthood. 
 

Crave 2: The next film in the Crave Series by Micah Versemann will 
premier here on Friday, February 28. Doors will open at 6:30pm with 
the film to be shown at 7:00pm. 
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Please pray for these MEMBERS serving in the military: 
●  Cale Buck is serving as Drill Sargent at Ft. Leonardwood, MO.  
●  Blake Determan, Senior Airman, stationed at Beale AFB in CA.  He is 
a crew chief on the Lockheed U-2. 
●  PV2 Camryn Meyer, granddaughter of Doris Meyer. Stationed at  
Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas --  Army National Guard 
●  SFC Jamie Stien is Military Instructor for ROTC at UNI. 
   
And these FRIENDS of the Congregation serving in the military: 

• Jonathan Chung, grandson of the late Ted Schuler, serving 
airborne stateside. 

• Senior Chief Jacob Gardner, grandson of Sandy McDonald.  
Stationed in Seattle with wife Anne and children Attica & Ava. 
(Navy) 

• Lt. Colonel Chad Lichty, grandson of Bill Foulk, stationed at 
Vance AFB, Enid, OK. 

• Ben McCombs, grandson of Margaret McCombs. (Navy) 

• Dylan Meyer, grandson of Doris Meyer, is stationed at Little 
Creek, Virginia Beach, VA. (Navy) 

• Colonel Kevin Minor, son-in-law of Deb Staack, working for 
NATO in Belguim (Air Force) 

• 1st Lieutenant Ryan Richter, nephew of Barb Laue, serving in 
Afghanistan. (Marines) 

• Jessica Schmidt, family of Doug & Mary Schmidt. (Army) 
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February Birthdays 
 

1 Marcy Laughridge 
2 Steve Buck, Kelsey Wilson 
3 Ryan Dermody, Emily Glawe 
4 Caleb Banwart, Jennifer Determan            
5 Russell Rapp 
6 Fritz Timmer 
7  
8 Susan Basye, Bernice Foulk, Hunter Lellig 
9 Brian L’Heureux, Helen Wooley 
10 Nathan Heinz, Dolores Hunemuller,  
 Pam Mangin, Riley Reiter 
11 Ashley Beasley 
12 Carol Hildebrandt,  
13 Amy Kroblin, Natalie Stone 
14 Lois Bonefas, Sharon Chamberlin 
15 Jacob Bruns, Alexis Daman, Bill Hambly 
16 Steffanie Brunson 
17 Kelsey L’Heureux 
18  
19 Linda Modderman 
20 Lisa Brandau 
21 Mike Kleiner, Kaylene Natvig 
22  
23 Emilee Bruns, Cindy Grim 
24 Jade McBroom 
25 Greg Brunson 
26  
27  

 28 
 29 
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Minutes 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
January 14, 2020 

5:30pm 
 

 
 

Available from the office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     


