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A Message from Pastor Kapanka 

All about Advent 

Advent is the period preceding the Christmas season. It begins on the 
Sunday nearest November 30, the feast day of St. Andrew the Apostle, 
and covers four Sundays. Because the day it begins changes from year 
to year, so does the length of each Advent season. The word advent, 
from Latin, means “the coming.” For centuries, Advent has been a time 
of spiritual reflection as well as cheer and anticipation. Even as the 
Christmas season has become more secular, with advertisers urging 
holiday gift-givers to buy and buy some more, Advent still brings joy and 
the observance of ancient customs. Christian families find quiet 
moments lighting candles in the Advent wreath, and children use 
Advent calendars to count the days until Christmas. 
     Advent has probably been observed since the fourth century. 
Originally, it was a time when converts to Christianity readied 
themselves for baptism. During the Middle Ages, Advent became 
associated with preparation for the Second Coming. 
     Many Christians still view Advent as a season to prepare for the 
Second Coming of Jesus. In the last fifty years, however, it has also come 
to be thought of as a time of anticipating the Nativity, on Christmas Day. 
Advent wreaths have their origins in the folk traditions of northern 
Europe, where in the deep of winter people lit candles on wheel-shaped 
bundles of evergreen. Both the evergreen and the circular shape 
symbolized ongoing life. The candlelight gave comfort at this darkest 
time of the year, as people looked forward to the longer days of spring. 
An advent wreath traditionally contains four candles-three purple and 
one rose. The three purple candles in the Advent wreath symbolize 
hope, peace, and love. These candles are lit on the first, second, and 
fourth Sundays of Advent. Because Advent wreaths are an informal 
celebration, not all are the same. Instead of purple candles, some 
people use blue, which recalls the color of the night sky before daylight 
returns. Others use all white candles. The rose candle, which symbolizes 
joy, is usually lit on the third Sunday. 
     Sometimes a fifth candle is placed inside the Advent wreath. This 
candle is lit on Christmas Day. It is white, the color associated with 
angels and the birth of Jesus. 
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     An advent calendar is a card or poster with twenty-four small doors, 
one to be opened each day from December 1 until Christmas Eve. Each 
door conceals a picture. This popular tradition arose in Germany in the 
late 1800s and soon spread throughout Europe and North America. 
Considered a fun way of counting down the days until Christmas, many 
Advent calendars today have no religious content. Now, alongside 
traditional Advent calendars depicting angels and biblical figures are 
those whose doors open to display teddy bears, pieces of chocolate, or 
photos of pop stars. 

 
 
 
 

Prayers from November 
 
For Steve Buck, knee replacement surgery 
For Bruce Clark, health issues 
For Pastor Illian, prostate cancer 
For Vicki McDonald, Kathy Camarata’s sister, cancer 
For our missionaries Scott & Ivy Wiens and Pr. Carl & Chen Hanson 

 
Information 

                                 

Official Business: 
Transfer In: Denise Hein from Zion Lutheran Browns Valley, MN; 
Aaron, Holly, Jacob & Emilie Bruns from Our Savior Lutheran Bettendorf, 
IA; Carissa Satterlee from Zion Lutheran Atlantic, IA 
Transfer Out: Joe & Ashley Ehrich family to Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Lincoln, NE 
Wedding: Grant & Melissa (Galloway) Daniels – Oct 19 
Baptism: Lilliana Louise & Liam Kalm Satterlee, children of Brandonn & 
Carissa Satterlee 
Address info requested for: Arnold Egemo 

 

Please call the church office if you will be in the 
hospital or if you know of a member that is ill.  
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Christian Outreach 
 

 
 
 
 

LCMS Radio and Web Ministry 
www.Kfuo.org reaches listeners worldwide 24/7 

        

“The Lutheran Hour” can be heard on these stations: 
KXEL 1540 AM Sunday 5:30am 
WGN 720 AM Sunday 6:00am 
WMT 600 AM Sunday 6:30am 

WHO 1040 AM Sunday 7:30am 
KWAY 1470 AM Sunday 8:00am 

 
Worship 

 

Join us for our Advent Midweek worship series, Arise and Shine. 
Each week will focus on a different aspect of the light of Christ and how 
we are enlightened by Him throughout our lives.  
 

This year’s theme is Foundations of Faith 1! Theme Verse:   
 Psalm 18:2 -- The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my 
God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold.   
 

Learn to Love Your Bible! We are building the first layer of our 
foundation on the personal aspects of Word, Prayer, and Worship. Join 
Adult Bible class at 10:00am on Sundays, as Pastor shares valuable tools 
to assist us in Learning to Love our Bible! Links to past classes, along 
with the study guide, can be found on the church website ilcv.org or our 
Facebook page. 
 

Altar Committee:  Jay & Karen Weber will set up communion in 
December. Thank you to Marlene Auringer & Warren & Joanne Hartman 
for setting up communion in November.    
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December Worship Schedule:  
Sundays @ 8:30am & 11:00am 
Advent Midweek Wednesdays @ 5:30pm  
Cantata both services December 8 
Children’s Program @ 11:00am on December 15 (no HC 
served at 11) 
Christmas Eve Services HC @ 5:30pm & 11:00pm 
Christmas Day Service HC @ 9:00am 
New Year’s Eve Service HC @ 5:30pm 

 

December Acolytes 

Sunday, Dec 1  w/HC 8:30 a.m. Nick Berumez  

                           w/HC  11:00 a.m. Thelma Culpepper  

Wednesday, Dec 4 5:30 p.m.  Lydia Dawson  

Sunday, Dec 8 8:30 a.m. Jacob Berumez  

 11:00 a.m. Gus Camarata  

Wednesday, Dec 11 5:30 p.m. Ashleigh Panning  

Sunday, Dec 15  w/HC 8:30 a.m. Hogan Simmer  

                             w/HC 11:00 a.m. Claire Rankin  

Wednesday, Dec 18 5:30 p.m. Melia Stone  

Sunday, Dec 22   8:30 a.m. Jared Piehl  

                            11:00 a.m. Baylee Marquart  

Tuesday, Dec 24 w/HC 5:30 p.m. Torrie Clark-Meeks  

                                w/HC 11:00 p.m. NEED  

Wednesday, Dec 25 w/HC 9:00 a.m. Caden Pries  

Sunday, Dec 29 w/HC 8:30 a.m. Nick Berumez  

                            W/HC 11:00 a.m. Sydney Reisdorph  
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Fellowship 
 
Glowing Embers: This year on Thursday, December 5 
we plan to celebrate the birth of our Lord with food, 
games, singing, bingo and gift exchange at the 
Crossroads Perkins Restaurant. See you there at 
11:30am! Contact Pastor or Kathy Illian for details. 

 
Mission Ministry 

 

Mission Committee: Meets next on Tuesday, December 3 @ 6:15pm. 
Speak to Bob White for more information on how you can get involved. 
 

Mark the following dates on your calendars: Sunday, December 8, 
the Mission Committee will be serving the Pancake Breakfast- the 
proceeds of that morning will go to support Robin Morelock and her 
mission work in Papua-NewGuinea. 
     No need to bake--the Mission Committee will be selling Christmas 
cookie trays on Sunday, December 15.  Trays will be $30 each and all 
proceeds will go to support Robin Morelock's mission work in Papua-
New Guinea. 

 
Our Missionaries: Please keep in your prayers the missionaries our 
church is supporting, Scott & Ivy Wiens (Thailand) and Pr. Carl & Chen 
Hanson (S. Korea) 
*Email for Scott and Ivy Wiens:   
They would love to hear from you, as it is a great encouragement to 
them! 
 

Mission Trip: In the summer of 2020, Immanuel will be sponsoring a 
short-term mission trip to the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch in Minot, 
ND. Contact Linda White for more information.  
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Adult Education 
  

Bible Study Opportunities: 
Sunday Adult Study – Pastor Kapanka leads a Bible study on Sunday 
mornings in the sanctuary from 10:00-10:45am.  Topic: 10 Tools to 
Learn to Love Your Bible! No study on Sunday, December 8. 
 
Women’s Bible Study—This women’s Bible study, led by Deb Staack, 
meets Tuesday mornings 9:15-11:00am. Any interested women are 
welcome! Current study: The Armor of God 
 
At the Village – Small group Bible study at the Village Co-op in CF 
Sundays at 6:00pm. New participants are always welcome! Contact 
Kathe Kisling with any questions  

 
Youth & Children’s Ministry 

 

Sunday School for grades Pk (3 & 4-year-old) through 8th grades meet 
Sunday mornings at 9:45 in various classrooms. Questions? Speak to 
Nancy Culpepper. No Sunday School on December 1, 22 or 29, though 
Mrs. Culpepper and/or Mrs. Glawe may have crafts and coloring for 
those whose parents are attending Adult Bible Class. 

On December 8 at 12:30pm, all kids are invited into 
the Immanuel kitchen to join in baking cookies, which 
will be served the morning of the program. There is a 
sign up at the Welcome Desk for adult helpers.  

The Children’s Christmas program Celebrate the 
Gifts will be performed at the 11:00 service on Sunday, December 15. 
Extra practice on Saturday, December 14 at 8:00am.  
 

Faith Alive! Plans are being made for a trip to the Creation Museum 
June 24-27. Informational meeting January 19, 2020. 
 

High School Youth Group: Contact Colby Reinking, Youth Director for 
specifics  
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Music Ministry 
 
Kids Praise Choir: All children in the 
congregation are invited to Kid’s Praise 
practices Mondays December 2 & 9 from 
5:30-6:00pm to practice songs for the 
Children’s Program. Contact Mrs. Sharon 
Limback if you have any questions. 
 

Praise Band practices will resume in January.  If you are interested in 
singing or playing with Praise Band, we’d love you to join us! Speak to 
Dave Koehler 
 

Cantata: Linda Gomez will be directing a choir favorite cantata Joy in 
This Place on Sunday, December 8. Practices December 4 following 
advent midweek service and Saturday, December 7 at 9am. Questions? 
Contact Linda  
 

Hand Bells, Children's Chimes: With Ashley’s move, we are without a 
music director. At this time, practices for Hand Bells, and Chimes are 
suspended -- unless there is someone willing to keep those going until a 
decision is made about her replacement? 

 
Women’s Ministry      

 
Advent by Candlelight: A Special Evening for 
Women will be Saturday, December 7 here at 
Immanuel from 4:00pm-6:00pm. Social time with 
appetizers and table viewing begins at 4:00pm. The 
Union Singers from LaPorte City will be our musical 
entertainment. Our theme is Travel to the Manger! 
Love Offering to Alternatives Pregnancy Center. 
Registration ended Sunday, November 24. Table Hostesses can set up 
Friday, December 6 8-4pm or Saturday the 7th from 9-11am. See Barb 
Reinking or Deb Oltmann with any questions.  
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Men’s Ministry 
 

Pancake Breakfast: The men of Immanuel serve a 
pancake breakfast the second Sunday of each 
month. We could use more men to help! If you can 
pitch in to assist with prep, serving, or clean up, 
contact Jeff Dawson.  This month the Mission 

Committee will assist, with proceeds to support Robin Morelock. 

 
Caring Ministry 

 
Gifts for Country View – Now Pillar! Take a tag from the JOY Tree 
and purchase items for that number from the list provided. Return gifts 
to Immanuel by Sunday, December 8. Items should be in a single gift 
bag or wrapped box with the # tag attached. 

 
Christmas Baskets: Caring Committee will meet on Friday, December 
20 at 11:30am to put food baskets together. Items needed include: 
boxed potatoes, canned vegetables, boxed stuffing, canned or gravy 
mixes, canned sweet potatoes, refrigerator rolls, nobake dessert mixes, 
reusable grocery bags (not the plastic ones). Please have any items you 
may wish to donate to the church by Sunday, December 15. (Use the 
red container in the entry.) If you are aware of an Immanuel or 
community member in need, please give the name to the office. It will 
be passed along to the committee for consideration. 

 
GriefShare is a national Christ-centered grief recovery support group. 
This 13-week program meets in the Fall on Mondays at 4:00pm and is 
led by Lois Bonefas.  

 
Love, INC Gas Card Gap Ministry:  If you are willing to 
meet briefly with clients who pick up gas cards here at 
Immanuel on Wednesdays between 10:00-11:00, call 
Kathy Diehl. 

 



 

 

9 

 
 
 
 

Preschool News 
      
It is hard to believe that Christmas is not too far away.  Advent and 
Christmas have become far too busy for most of us – far too cluttered 
with activities, decorations, gifts, and more.  If it is too busy for us, then 
think about how it is for our children!  All the coming and going around 
Christmas must be confusing to them.  Think about how you can make 
this Advent season meaningful for the whole family.  
     The PS4 class was busy this past month preparing for the Family Feast 
of Finger Foods event, which we host at our school for the families of 
our preschool children, right before Thanksgiving.  The children put on a 
small skit and sing several songs before we begin our feast with food 
and socialization. 
      Bible stories have included Moses, the Ten Commandments, Naomi 
and Ruth along with Gideon and David.  We will be changing our focus 
to lead up to the birth of Jesus.  It seems rather early to begin the 
nativity story, but to make it understandable, we break it down into 
small sections so that the children can understand the whole story.  All 
the Bible stories that the children learn are so beneficial and they take 
them to heart.  One student shared “I am knowing about God,” and this 
comes from a child that does not attend church. 
     Preschool children are working hard to get ready 
for Christmas and the Christmas Program on 
December 15 at 2:00 p.m.  We would like to invite 
everyone to stop by to see the program.  The children 
in our PS4 class will be doing some caroling to share 
the message of Christmas with the residents in two 
different care facilities.  
     
Thank you for all your support and prayers! 
    Mrs. Illian, Mrs. Meyerhoff, Mrs. Dawson, Mrs. Grim, Ms. Peters 
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IA Lutheran STO:  Students in our Lutheran schools need your help! 
The need is becoming greater – How can you help? Giving is not limited 
to Lutherans, church members, etc. Remember the financial benefit to a 
contributor is a 65% tax credit on Iowa income taxes (which can be 
carried over for five years). Please check with your tax preparer for 
federal guidelines. For more information about ILSTO go online to 
www.iowalutheransto.org or call Dewey Torkelson or pick up a 
brochure from the Welcome Desk. 

 
Hear Valley Lutheran Sing: K-5th Christmas Program will be 
Thursday, December 12 at 7pm at the school. 6th-12th Christmas 
Program will be Thursday, December 19 at 7pm at Ascension Lutheran. 

 
Service Opportunities 

 
Food Bank: Immanuel volunteers at the NE IA Food Bank on Lafayette 
St. in Waterloo from 4:30-6:00pm on Thursday, December 5.  Use the 
volunteer entrance and join us! Check the Welcome Desk for additional 
Weekly Volunteer needs at NE IA Food Bank. 

 
Read the Lessons or Greet at the Front Door:  Please sign up at the 
Welcome Desk if you would like to read our lessons or greet at the door. 
 

Presentation Assistant: If you are interested in learning how to run 
the Proclaim software we use during our service, tape our services, or 
perhaps operate the sound board, speak to Jon Illian, Tech Director. 
 

Ushers: We are always looking for more ushers, including families! Also 
need individuals who would be willing to be usher team captains. Speak 
to Nathan Schutt, Usher Coordinator. 
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If you have not yet fulfilled your building pledge, we encourage you to 
do so; if you have fulfilled your pledge, please prayerfully continue to 
give to the building fund to make our building payment.  
 

Change Challenge! Save your pocket change each week and drop it in 
the 5-gallon bucket in the church entryway.  All monies from the bucket 
will go towards the building fund.  We are over $9,596 collected! 

 
Contributions for October/November 

 
   Attendance                    Offering                    Building        
 
 
 
 

Electronic Giving:  Would you find it helpful to have your offerings 
debited directly from your bank account as you probably do with other 
obligations? Immanuel offers electronic giving for those of you who 
wish to have your contributions transferred electronically to the 
church’s account. Contact the church office for more details. We have 
over 20 church families who use this easy option! 
 

 
 
 
Buy SCRIP Gift Cards for Xmas! From retail stores to restaurants, 
using scrip cards is easy! We keep many of your favorites on hand but 
can also order what you need. Not only are the cards great Christmas 
gifts but are handy for your everyday use. All families buy gas, buy 
groceries, and eat out. Why not use a scrip card? Immanuel keeps a 
percentage of each card purchased (and is given to the building fund)!  
Buy scrip at the Welcome Desk or from the office. 
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Other News 
 
Grounds Update: Easements have been requested and a consolidated 
site plat for our property is being reviewed. Once the requested 
easements have been secured and the one plat approved, then our 
construction plan can be approved.  Pray for speedy approvals so the 
project can go out for bids! 
  Just a reminder that pledge envelopes can be dropped into the 
offering plate. $97,753 has been collected of the $158,953 pledged. 
Extra pledge envelopes can be found at the Welcome Desk. 

 
Reminder to Thrivent members to check their account(s) often.  
Thrivent is awarding "Choice Dollars" constantly to your accounts which 
you can direct to Immanuel.  If you need help or don't have a computer 
call Cheryl Lauer  

 
Many Thanks 

    
●   To those who directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church: Dave Koehler, Cheryl Lauer, Bob Mahncke, Linda 
Mahncke 
●  Many thanks to LeeAnn Kleiner and her family, for the awesome 
meals for our Oktoberfest German Dinner. Thank you to Cindy Grim and 
Andy & Jessica Bedard for their help in planning and all our faithful 
volunteers. 
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Please pray for these MEMBERS serving in the military: 
●  Cale Buck is serving as Drill Sargent at Ft. Leonardwood, MO.  
●  Blake Determan, Senior Airman, stationed at Beale AFB in CA.  He is 
a crew chief on the Lockheed U-2. 
●  PV2 Camryn Meyer, granddaughter of Doris Meyer. Stationed at  
Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas --  Army National Guard 
●  SFC Jamie Stien is Military Instructor for ROTC at UNI. 
   
And these FRIENDS of the Congregation serving in the military: 

• Jonathan Chung, grandson of the late Ted Schuler, serving 
airborne stateside. 

• Senior Chief Jacob Gardner, grandson of Sandy McDonald.  
Stationed in Seattle with wife Anne and children Attica & Ava. 
(Navy) 

• Lt. Colonel Chad Lichty, grandson of Bill Foulk, stationed at 
Vance AFB, Enid, OK. 

• Ben McCombs, grandson of Margaret McCombs. (Navy) 

• Dylan Meyer, grandson of Doris Meyer, is stationed at Little 
Creek, Virginia Beach, VA. (Navy) 

• Colonel Kevin Minor, son-in-law of Deb Staack, working for 
NATO in Belguim (Air Force) 

• 1st Lieutenant Ryan Richter, nephew of Barb Laue, serving in 
Afghanistan. (Marines) 

• Jessica Schmidt, family of Doug & Mary Schmidt. (Army) 
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December Birthdays 
 

1 Cyrus Leyda 
2 Kevin Culpepper, Bri Netty, Isabelle Simmer 
3               
4 Jared Piehl 
5 Dave Koehler, Trudy Shepard 
6 Joe Christensen, Jennifer Daniels, 

Ashleigh Panning, John Schrum 
7 Josh Byers, Ehren Simmer 
8 Magnus Stiner 
9         
10 Lexi Kapanka, Tera Pries,  
11 Cecil Sieglaff, Aspen Sparks 
12 Lydia Dawson, Lori Rule, Stacey Simmer 
13  
14 Kyler Dunbar, Alyson Netty, Hogan Simmer 
15 Nancy Culpepper, Michael Marquart, Erich McHone,   

Trevor Schneider 
16  
17  
18 Doris Meyer, Isaac Natvig 
19  
20  
21  
22 Merle Bush, Kathy Diehl, Melissa Petersen,                   

Jackson Reisdorph, John Swartzendruber 
23 Jake Kobliska, Kayla Winders 
24 Darlene Lorenz, Joyce Piehl 
25 MJ Meeks 
26 Nita Matthias, Betty Tyler 
27 Alex Galloway, AdAson Hovey, Ben Timmer 
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28 Teri Mason, Jesse Piehl 
 29 
 30 
 31 

 
Members Celebrating 90+ Birthdays 
Cecil Sieglaff   

 
Minutes 

 
Board of Directors 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Monday, October 28, 2019 

 
 

Board of Directors 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019 

 
 
Available in the church office. 
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From the Staff  

of Immanuel Lutheran Church 

     


