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Section 1  

Preliminaries  

Imagine you've been summonsed for jury duty. 
You're now sitting before the defendant's 
lawyer as he questions you to determine if 
you're a suitable juror.  

• Do you know the defendant?  

• Have you heard about this case before?  

• Have you read anything in the 
newspaper about this case?  

• Have you seen a TV news report about 
this case?  

• Have you yourself been the victim of a 
crime? Do you have any preconceived 
ideas about this case?  

• Can you listen to evidence that's 
presented and then render a judgment 
based solely on the facts?  

Why all the questions? The lawyer wants to 
determine if you're an impartial juror. He wants 
you to be an inductive not deductive juror.  

A deductive juror brings preconceived ideas to 
the trial and then tries to make the facts fit his 
ideas.  

An inductive juror has no preconceived ideas. 
He listens to all the facts and then and only 
then does he offer an opinion.  

So too, as we study the Bible, we should do so 
inductively not deductively.  

Deductive Bible study says I have an idea. Now 
which passage in the Bible supports this 
thought? “I think two people ought to be able 
to love and marry whomever they want. Where 
can I find that in the bible?”  John 13:23 “One 
of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining 
at table at Jesus’ side” See the Bible supports 
gay love!  

Inductive Bible Study says as I approach this 
passage, I have no preconceived ideas. I'm 
going to let the text speak for itself.  

• Who wrote this passage?  

• To whom did he write it?  

• When did he write it?  

• Why did he write it?  

• Where was he when he wrote it?  

• What words, phrases, and clauses did 
he use?  

• How does this passage fit in with the 
rest of scripture?  

Having answered such questions I can now, and 
only now, discern what the passage means.  

With Inductive Bible Study we allow the Bible 
to speak for itself and mean what it says. We 
do not overlay onto it our preconceived ideas 
and wishes. Like it or not we accept the 
meaning of the text because that's what it says.  

This manual introduces you to this meaningful 
inductive process of studying the Bible. Loving 
your Bible means loving what God intended to 
say and letting the Word speak to you. Rather 
than you speak to the Word. It means Inductive 
not Deductive. 

Before getting into the actual principles of 
Inductive Bible Study I want to present to you a 
few helpful Preliminaries.  
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Introduction 

 
The Bible: the most printed, distributed, sold, 
read and loved book in the world. Yet, 
unfortunately, also the most abused and 
misused book. Well-meaning and not so well-
meaning students alike make the Bible say just 
about anything they want. Consider these 
examples:  
 

• Matthew 13:38 records Jesus' saying, 
"Take up your cross and follow me.” 
Does Jesus really expect people to carry 
around a large wooden hunk of tree?  

 

• Matthew 18:20 promises "where two 
or three are gathered together there 
am I in the midst of them". Usually this 
is presented as even if only two people 
show up on a cold snowy night for an 
Advent service Jesus promises to be 
there. What if only one shows up? Will 
Jesus withhold His presence? Is the 
context really talking about an Advent 
service?  

 
Why is the Bible so misunderstood? One 
reason is because the Bible is approached 
without an honorable plan of investigation. It's 
studied deductively not inductively. We hope 
the passage means what we want whether it 
does or not.  
 
The Bible is a very unique book. It's a divine - 
human book. Jesus is both God and Man. He is 
divine and human. Jesus is true God; in fact He 
is called the Logos or word. We should not be 
surprised that God’s own self-revelation is also 
both divine and human.  God himself is the 
Bible's ultimate author (All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 2 Timothy 3:16 ESV). We thus 
need spiritual illumination from the Author to 
fully understand His Word (Open my eyes, that I 

may behold wondrous things out of your law. 
Psalm 119:18 ESV).  
 
Yet, God chose human authors, with different 
personalities and gifts to record scripture in 
known languages in the context of actual 
human history (For no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21 ESV). To correctly 
understand the Bible, it must therefore be 
studied using principles of language, literature 
and history.  
 
This manual is designed to present such 
principles to aid in accurately discerning the 
meaning of scripture. The following pages by 
no means ignore or replace the great need for 
divine assistance in discovering the meaning of 
God’s Word (These things God has revealed to 
us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. For who 
knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of 
that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God. Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might understand the things 
freely given us by God. 1 Corinthians 2:10-12 
ESV).  
 
How then should we approach scripture? I 
suggest a three-step Inductive Bible Study 
process. Different labels have been assigned to 
the three steps but they all describe the same 
process. 
 
     Fly Over  Observation Reading 
     Dive In Interpretation  Kneading 
     Take Out Application     Heeding 
 
Have you ever sat by an ocean or lake watching 
the bird’s "fish"? Notice how they Fly Over the 
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water searching out prey. Having spotted a fish, 
they Dive In the water wrestling with the fish 
until it's safely tucked away in the beak. Finally, 
they Take Out dinner from the water and fly off 
to enjoy a quiet meal. This is exactly how we’ll 
study the Word. 
 
First, we'll Fly Over a passage, reading it 
numerous times until we have a "bird's eye" 
view or general idea of what it's saying. We'll 
be asking questions such as:  
 

• Who wrote the passage? 

• Who is reading it?  

• Where is it taking place?  

• What are the key words and clauses?  
 
This step is commonly known as Observation.  
 
Next, we'll Dive In to the Bible by Kneading it. 
We'll wrestle with the text using various 
hermeneutical (Bible study) principles until we 
have discerned its meaning. Here, among other 
things, we're examining:  
 

• Literary style  

• Historical context  

• Word meanings  

• Morphology  

• Sentence structure 

• Theological context  
 
Many refer to this as the Interpretation phase. 
  
Finally, we'll Take Out the Law/Gospel 
understanding, the instructions, commands or 
life lessons we've discovered from the text, 
Heeding them in daily life. The goal of Bible 
study is not to get smarter but recognize our 
need for repentance and confession, to receive 
the good news of God’s grace and mercy and to 
be changed into the image of Christ: to become 
what God has declared us to be. We're to be 
doers of the Word (But be doers of the word, 
and not hearers only… James 1:22 ESV). This 
step is usually called Application.  

 

There are several ways to study the Bible. 

There are three common ways to study the 
Bible. 
 
First is the ‘Deductive Approach’: This is the 
common way of reading the Bible. The reader 
acts as a detective; which is good at first, as we 
all need to deduct what the Bible says. This 
form usually starts with a hypothesis such as a 
topic or idea and then pulls out the relative 
ideas. This method is sometimes called “Proof 
Texting.” This deductive method tends to skip 
the key process that helps you organize what 
the text says in a logical manner. The Bible 
becomes a source to prove what the reader has 
already determined is truth. Thus, you skip and 
miss a lot and do not get out of your Bible 
reading what you should. 
 
Second is the ‘Opinion Approach’: This form 
uses the personality of the reader as the 
template to gathering the information from the 
text. All that is read and studied is compared to 
their experience and education. The reader 
has the tendency to go to the text with firm 
preconceived ideas. The pitfall is that the 
reader becomes god and forces the Divine 
word into their opinion. You will miss a lot and 
get things wrong. This approach does not seek 
God’s opinion, but rather looks to have the 
Bible support the readers opinion. The 
approach usually results in some one saying, 
“This verse means to me…” 
 
In the above approaches, the reader plows into 
the Bible without knowing how to do it. Like 
using a cookbook without understanding how 
to cook or what the measurements and 
ingredients mean. So, your meal will be less 
than what may have been intended. Thus, the 
Bible reader becomes confused, overwhelmed, 
and frustrated. Of course, there is always a 
benefit to just reading the Bible. Our point is 
we can do it much better and gain more for our 
lives as His child. 
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Third is the ‘Inductive Method’: The Inductive 
approach looks at the whole text in its context 
and pulls out facts, interprets them, and then 
applies them. There are no pitfalls with this 
method as long as the ‘exegete’ (person 
studying the Bible) is honest to the text. 
 
I wholeheartedly believe and teach the 
‘inductive Bible study method.’ What this 
manual is intended to do is to teach the 
Inductive Bible Study method in such a way 
that you can draw out even more, by using 
proven ways on how people learn and 
assimilate information. When you use the 
inductive method, you will fall in love with your 
Bible. You will begin to discover the depth and 
beauty hidden in its pages. And you will look 
forward to listening to God as He speaks to you 
through His Word.  
 
My intent is to produce the best way possible 
to teach ourselves and others how to study and 
love their Bible. 

 
Inductive Bible Study is a method not a step by 
step process. There are many different  
processes that use the same method. The 
inductive method of Observation, then 
Interpretation and then Application is a great 
way to study God’s Word. Some call it Fly Over, 
Dive In, Take Out; others prefer the Read, 
Knead, and Heed, monikers.  
 
A rose by any other name is still just as sweet. I 
personally prefer the alliteration of the 
Observation, Interpretation and Application.  
 
In addition to introducing you to a method, I 
will share a process that has proven effective 
and useful for getting the most out of the text.  
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Sample Letter 

If I wrote you a letter about a mutually shared interest, you’d probably understand everything I had 

to say. For example, please read the following letter that will be referred to throughout the manual: 

 

 

  

My Brothers and Sisters at Immanuel, 

This is your beloved Wolverine-loving Pastor writing you, encouraging you to exercise your right 

of membership and vote at the upcoming congregational meeting. The church needs you. 

You may think that I’m just one person among all the “lifer” members. Your vote is not “Fake 

News,” as our spray-on-tan President spouts. 

Need I remind you of a previous shepherd in the Oetting years? Remember how with one look he 

could make you quiver in your boots. Obedient confirmands would burn the candle at both ends 

poring over the catechism getting ready for questioning. After months of sermon notes and 

classes, they were granted the privilege of seconding a motion at the annual meeting and adding 

their “Yea”, to the roll call. These votes were a sacred privilege and badge of honor. 

Don’t let the Deacons add you name to the CINO’s. Vote! 

Even though the mercury dips below freezing in the fall, vote! 

Even though it may be raining cats and dogs in the spring, vote! 

Even though there is black ice and white-out conditions in the winter, vote! 

Even though the Bucks are playing in the summer, vote! 

Thank you and may God bless you. 

-The Senior Pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
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Did you have any trouble understanding the 
message? Perhaps. If you had been a member 
here at Immanuel in the 1930’s-1960’s I'm sure 
you understood perfectly the historical context 
of the “Oetting Years.” Even if you missed that 
point, I am sure you understood the figures of 
speech such as "cats and dogs", "burning the 
candle at both ends" and "quiver in your boots".  
 
Imagine, however, someone reading this 100 or 
1000 years from now, or someone from a 
different congregation in a different part of the 
country. Will he/she understand the reference 
to "Wolverine-loving Pastor"? Who is the spray- 
on-tan President and why does he spout fake 
news? What is a CINO? Do the "Bucks" playing 
in summer have some significance? 
  
People in the future will be able to understand 
the letter, but not as easily as we do today. 
They'll have to exert some effort and research 
to discern the meaning. The farther we are 
from the original context of any writing the 

more difficult it is to understand its intended 
meaning.  
 
The Bible is no different. The original listeners 
and readers of scripture understood what was 
communicated to them in their context and 
language. We, however, two millennia later, 
must work hard to understand the same 
message. How do we do this? By prayerfully 
observing sound hermeneutical (methods of 
interpreting the Bible) principles summarized in 
the three step Inductive Bible Study process:  
 

Reading the Text (Observation) 
Kneading the Text (Interpretation) 
Heeding the Text (Application) 
 

Again, for emphasis, the Bible has human 
authorship as well as divine. The Inductive 
Bible Study process described in this manual 
explores human authorship. The process 
bridges the broad chasm between Biblical and 
modern times enabling us to discern the 
author's original intended meaning.  
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Assumptions 

The principles outlined in this manual are based 
on two characteristics the Bible claims for 
itself:  
 
First, God is the ultimate author of the Bible 
(All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 2 
Timothy 3:16 ESV). God chose to use over 40 
human authors to record the words He desired 
yet He was "carrying along" all of them 
inspiring their work.  
 
Next, as just stated, numerous human authors 

wrote the Bible (For no prophecy was ever 

produced by the will of man, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the 

Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21 ESV) Over 40 authors, 

writing on three continents in three languages 

spanning over 1400 years recorded God's 

words.  

The Bible therefore has both divine and human 
authorships. Each authorship produces 
different implications.  
 
Because God wrote the Bible, the Bible is: 
 

• Inerrant - it is without error. It is 
unthinkable that the God who is true 
and cannot lie would inspire error. 
When God moved upon the original 
authors of Scripture "breathing" into 
them His words, those words were 
without error. As Jesus proclaimed, 
"Your Word is truth" (Sanctify them in 
the truth; your word is truth. John 
17:17 ESV).  

• Infallible – because it comes from the 
Holy Spirit, it is incapable of being false. 
If there are seeming contradictions, 
then the problem is in our 
understanding and not God’s Word. 

 

• Authoritative - we're to submit to it. 
Isaiah 1:2 exhorts: “Hear, O heavens, 
and give ear, O earth; for the Lord has 
spoken”. When God speaks everyone 
and everything in heaven and earth is 
to listen and submit.  

 

• Unified - all individual pieces fit 
together beautifully. Even though the 
Bible is comprised of writings by 
numerous authors with different 
personalities expounding a variety of 
subjects spread out in 66 books, the 
pages fit together beautifully like 
pieces of a jigsaw puzzle forming a 
complete picture.  

 
Because many men wrote the Bible, the Bible 
was written:  
 

• In actual history  

• With known human languages 

• According to different personalities 

• With different literary styles  

• Over a large time-span  
 
To accurately interpret the Bible, we must 
embrace both authorships.  
 
Disregarding divine authorship leads to: 
 

• Rationalism which accepts only what 
our minds can understand. If only the 
natural mind wrote the Bible, then the 
natural mind can understand the Bible. 
If only men wrote the Bible then they 
recorded what they themselves 
conceived, imagined and understood. 
With proper research and the aid of 
intelligent people we can explain and 
grasp everything the Biblical authors 
recorded. We just need human 
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reasoning. If we don't comprehend 
what's in the Bible we're just not study-
ing hard enough.  

 

• Relativism which states the Bible's 
meaning changes from culture to 
culture. The Biblical authors wrote for 
their context in their culture in their 
time period. No one can proclaim 
principles that are binding on all 
peoples at all times. The moral 
principles of scripture must evolve and 
adjust to modern culture.  

 
Disregarding human authorship produces: 
 

• Spiritualization which ignores the plain 
meaning of scripture and seeks to 
discover hidden spiritual meanings in 
every passage. The human authors had 
no idea of the ultimate meaning of 
their writings. God was just using men 
as a front to pass along coded, 
secretive information. The actual 
context of the original author is 
unimportant.  
 

We whole heartedly acknowledge both the 
divine and human authors of scripture. We, 
therefore, firmly believe for the meaning of a 
Biblical passage to be discerned proper 
hermeneutical principles must be observed 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit. This 
manual examines the principles of Inductive 
Bible Study which aid in the discovery of the 
original author's intended meaning. While it is 
absolutely assumed that there is a role for the 
Holy Spirit in the Bible study process. That is 
another subject for another day.  
 
Also, this manual is based on various truths and 
principles that I'll either state or imply 
throughout. I'm listing several of them here for 
easy reference:  
 

• Inspiration is the act of God's moving 
upon human authors causing them to 

record His intended words while at the 
same time not violating their 
personalities or gifts.  
 

• Complete verbal inspiration means 
that all of the Bible is inspired (All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 2 Timothy 3:16 ESV) and 
the very words, not just ideas, of 
scripture are inspired (And as for the 
resurrection of the dead, have you not 
read what was said to you by God… 
Matthew 22:31 ESV).  

 

• Revelation refers to God's initial giving 
of scripture to the original authors (For 
I did not receive it from any man, nor 
was I taught it, but I received it through 
a revelation of Jesus Christ. Galatians 
1:12 ESV) or the act of "pulling back our 
veils" enabling us to understand 
scripture (that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 
a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 
the knowledge of him, Ephesians 1:17 
ESV).  
 

• Illumination is spiritual light of the Holy 
Spirit given to us to understand the 
Bible (having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, Ephesians 
1:18 ESV).  
 

• Hermeneutics is the set of historical, 
grammatical, and literary principles 
used to determine the meaning of a 
biblical passage.  

 

• Exegesis is the application of sound 
hermeneutical principles to a biblical 
passage in order to determine the 
author's original intended meaning.  
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• Isagogics is the study of extra biblical 
context concerning the author, 
audience, historical and geographical 
setting. 

 

• Inductive Bible study is analyzing the 
various parts of a biblical passage 
(words, paragraphs, context, etc.) to 
discern what the whole passage means.  

 

• Historical - grammatical principle 
states the meaning of a biblical passage 
must be discerned in light of its 
historical and grammatical contexts.  

 

• There is only one intended meaning in 
each and every passage of scripture. It 
is the job of the exegete to discover the 
meaning that God intended. (sensus 
literalis unis est, the intended meaning 
is one) 
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Section 2 

Principles 

While I was in college, I worked in a restaurant 
that had an amazing chef. It seemed that 
everything she made was delicious.  One day I 
asked her, "Why are you such a great cook? To 
which she replied, "One of the reasons is 
because I follow the guidelines. If the recipe 
says preheat the oven to 450, I preheat the 
oven to 450. If it says use unsalted butter, I use 
unsalted butter." Following the guidelines not 
only explains why she is so good but also why 
I'm so bad in the kitchen. I tend to improvise, 
making up my own guidelines as I move along. 
If the recipe calls for ¾ cup of sugar 1 of a cup is 
close enough. Who has time to stir until all the 
lumps are gone? It's almost smooth. No 
wonder my famous spaghetti sauce comes 
from a jar.  
 
Interpreting the Bible is no different. If we 
follow basic 
guidelines 
summarized by the 
historical - 
grammatical 
principle, we can 
arrive at an 
accurate 
understanding of 
the text. If we just 
jump into a 
passage and sort of 

make up our own Bible study principles as we 
go along, we're apt to make the passage say 
some very interesting things totally unrelated 
to what the Biblical author originally intended.  
 
The three step Inductive Bible Study Process 
Observation, Interpretation, Application 
(Read, Knead, and Heed) is like following a 
recipe in a cookbook. It helps with quality 
control so that the dish, or in our case, the 
interpretation, is on target. A specific Bible 
passage has many applications but only one 
meaning. We must follow Bible study 
principles under the aid of the Holy Spirit to 
uncover that meaning.  
 
In this section of the manual I'll briefly explain 
the various principles comprising Observation, 
Interpretation, Application offering Biblical 

examples for each.  
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Observation-Reading-Fly Over

 
After you have selected a Biblical passage to 
study, the first step in the Inductive Bible Study 
process is Reading the Text. Before beginning 
in depth analysis, we need a "bird's eye" view 
of the passage.  
 
You've heard the expression "You can't see the 
forest for the trees". This can certainly be true 
of Bible study. Sometimes we're tempted to 
study a passage by jumping right into details:  
 

• What does this word mean in Greek? 

• What does the commentary say? 

• Are there footnotes? 

• Is this verb passive or active?  
 
Examining such details is important, but first 
we need to make some general observations. 
The best way to get an overview of a passage is 
simply by reading and rereading and reading it 
again.  

Picking a translation 

There are three basic ways to translate an 
English Bible:  
 

• Formal Equivalent (word-for-word) 

• Dynamic Equivalent (intended 
meaning) 

• Functional Equivalent (thoughts and 
ideas vs. actual words) 

 
Formal Equivalent is what most people would 
call a word-for-word translation; a literal word- 
for-word exchange. The value of this kind of 
translation is that it is very accurate to the 
original language. The disadvantage is that the 
English reading is stilted and does not flow 
smoothly.  

King James Version (1611) 
Young's Literal Translation (1862) 
American Standard Version (1901) 
Revised Standard Version (1952) 
New American Standard Bible (1971) 
New King James Version (1982) 
New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
English Standard Version (2001) 
Lexham English Bible (2011)  
are Formal Equivalents. 

 
The Dynamic Equivalent is less interested in 
the grammatical form of the original. It allows 
room for interpretation and is easier to 
understand and more focused on intended 
meaning. Sense-for-sense translation 
(translating the meanings of phrases or whole 
sentences) with readability in mind. 
Amplified Bible (1965) 
New American Bible (1970) 
New International Version (1978, revised 
1984, 2011) 
New Living Translation (1996) 
Holman Christian Standard Bible (2003) 
New English Translation (2005) 
New American Bible Revised Edition (2011) 
Knox Bible (1949) 
Jerusalem Bible (1966) 
Good News Bible (formerly "Today's English 
Version") (1966) 
Revised English Bible (1989) 
God's Word Translation (1995) 
Contemporary English Version (1995) 
 are Dynamic Equivalents. 

 
Paraphrase Bibles are also known as a 
Functional Equivalent translation. These 
translations focus on the thoughts of the 
authors rather than on the actual words of the 

Guidelines: Read the text numerous times for an overview and initial impressions. 
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original language. These are the easiest to read 
however they often depend on interpretations 
of the translator and lose accuracy. The Living 
Bible and The Message are Functional 
Equivalents. 
 
I suggest you read the passage you are studying 
in at least one translation from each category. 
Personally, I prefer the ESV for the Formal 
Equivalent, the NIV for the Dynamic Equivalent 
and The Message for the Functional Equivalent.  
 
As you read the passage please read in these 
ways: 
 

• Prayerfully. God is the ultimate author 
of the Bible. Ask Him for insight. “Dear 
Lord, open my eyes to Your Word, that I 
might understand what You intend in 
this passage. Guide my reading by Your 
Holy Spirit.” 

 

• Repeatedly. Don't just read the text 
once and assume you've completed 
this step. Read the text numerous 
times from various Bibles translations. 
By reading the passage in different 
translations you'll notice important 
words and thoughts and gain an 
understanding of them.  

 

• Meditatively. A Hebrew word for 
mediate means to "mutter." Talk to 
yourself as you read.  

 

• Intermittently. Read the text numerous 
times until it is "in you". Then take a 
break. Go for a walk or jog mulling over 
the passage as you go. You'll be amazed 
at the insights that come.  

 

• Expectantly. Read every Bible passage 
as if it were the first time you've seen 
it. Don't assume you know what the 
text means. Allow it to unfold before 
you.  
 

• Imaginatively. Use your sanctified 
imagination as you read. Imagine you're 
the original author or readers of the 
text. Try to imagine their motives, 
feelings, setting, as they wrote/read. 
Remember, the Bible was given in the 
context of human history. Put yourself 
in their shoes as you read their writings.  

 

• Purposefully. As you're reading, be a 
good  observer asking questions such 
as:  

• Who wrote the passage?  

• To whom was the passage written? 

• Where and when did the passage 
take place?  

• Why was it written?  

• What type of language was used?  

• What are the key words or 
thoughts in the passage?  

• Are any historical or cultural facts 
mentioned?  

You don't have to answer the questions now, 
but certainly think about them.  
 

• Personally. As you're reading imagine 
that the passage was written to you 
personally. It is about your life and your 
faith. What is God saying to me? 

 

• Patiently. Don't rush the reading 
process desiring to get on with the 
"real study". By reading carefully, you'll 
discern much of the text's meaning. 
Wait before you go on to the next step. 
Do something else; anything. Read the 
passage after letting it simmer. 
Remember a great chili soup always 
tastes better the second day. You will 
be amazed by the insights gained by 
being patient. 
 

 
Many people call this step Observation which 
answers the question "What does the passage 
say?" The goal of this step is not to understand 
every detail but to gain a general idea of what 
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the passage is about. The more and better 
observations you make now the more effective 
your detailed study will be later.  
 
It is recommended that you keep a record of 
your observations. Perhaps a notebook with 
the text reference as a title. Jot down your 
thoughts as you read through the passage. 
With the second, third and fourth reading add 
to your notes. Write down the different words 

used in the different translations. Resist the 
temptation to analyze them at this time. That 
will come later in your study. Right now, all you 
are doing is observing the text. These notes will 
be used later in our study.  
 
 
 
 

 

The old TV show Dragnet had as one of the 

main characters Sargent Joe Friday. And when 

he would question someone about a crime, he 

would always say, “Just the facts.” Our next 

step in Bible study is to get the facts. An easy 

way to do that is to ask the “Journalism 

Questions;” Who, What, Where, When, Why 

and How.”  It is not yet time to answer the 

questions. The first step is to make a list of the 

“facts.”  Make a list of the “who’s, what’s 

where’s why’s and how’s. Write these down in 

your notebook.  

• Who are the people mentioned in the 

text being studied? Who is the 

speaker? To whom is he/she speaking? 

Are there crowds? Who are they? 

Make a list of all the participants in the 

text.  

• What is going on in the passage? Is this 

a miracle, a riot, an argument, a prayer 

or a sermon? Summarize the action. 

• Where is it taking place? By the sea, 

which one? In the desert? In the 

temple, in which town? List the 

location indicators. 

• When did the text take place? What 

festival or season was it? Was it 

morning or evening? Did it happen 

immediately after something else? 

Note the time indicators. 

• Why did the people respond in the way 

they did? Was the action motivated by 

celebration or anger? Did they repent 

or go away mad? Determine the reason 

things or people acted the way they 

did. 

• How did the events of the text happen?  

Was God’s Glory displayed? Did Satan 

enter them? Did the Power of God 

preform a miracle?  Make note of the 

authority and powers at work. 

Once you have read, reread, and compared 

translations, and have sought the facts with the 

journalism questions, you have done the work 

of Reading the text or Observation or Fly Over. 

At this point you have a pretty good idea of 

what the text says and can summarize the 

content. The temptation is to conclude that you 

are done.   And immediately begin application. 

If that happens you run the serious risk of 

leaving Inductive study and becoming 

Deductive.  

The real work and sweat comes from taking the 

observations and discovering what they mean. 

How they fit together.

Observation: Journalism Questions 
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Practice Observation – Fly Over 

Resources needed: 
Basic: a Bible (An ESV recommended) 

Intermediate: A Parallel Bible (Essential Evangelical Parallel Bible recommended) 

Advanced: Bible software (Logos software recommended) 

 

Choosing to Read the Text 

Select a passage of scripture you want to study. 

As you begin your study it is best to live by the 

principle that “less is more.” I would 

recommend that you examine a passage of 5-

10 verses. Most people are more comfortable 

in the New Testament than the Old Testament. 

The Gospels are a great place to find wonderful 

insights into the life of Christ. They provide 

fullness and depth for a great study. 

Most English translations interrupt the text 

with subtitles of various sections of scripture. 

This smaller section is called a Pericope (pe-ric-

o-pe). Most of the appointed readings for a 

church service are single pericopes. Some 

pericopes are rather lengthy and make initial 

study tedious and confusing. The newly 

initiated into Inductive Bible Study should seek 

to start with a shorter pericope. 

For our practice we will look at a portion of a 
very well-known pericope.  The birth narrative 
from Luke 2. You have read and heard this 
story many times. Yet, there is still much to 
learn. It’s time to begin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first phase of an Inductive Bible Study is to 
Read. This begins with Prayer. Since God is the 
ultimate author, whose understanding we 
desire, it is best to begin by asking Him to guide 
our study.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you have prayed, I suggest that you read 

the passage completely through in at least two, 

preferably three, different translations.  

For demonstration purposes, I will be using 
example Luke 2:1-7. Begin by reading the 
passage in your favorite translation. Then find 
two or three other translations to read. I 
remind you that you should consider using 
different translations that represent the Formal 
Equivalent, Dynamic Equivalent, Functional 
Equivalent categories of translation.  

“Dear Lord, open my eyes to 

Your Words, found in Luke 

chapter 2 so that I might 

understand what Your intent is in 

this passage. Guide my reading 

by Your Holy Spirit. Let my eyes 

see what You have put there, 

and my mind and heart be open 

to Your understanding.” 
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English Standard Version 

 

The New International 

Version (1984) 

 

The Message: The Bible in 

Contemporary Language 

 

Lk 2:1 In those days a decree 

went out from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 

 

Lk 2:1 In those days Caesar 

Augustus issued a decree that 

a census should be taken of 

the entire Roman world. 

 

Lk 2:1 About that time 

Caesar Augustus ordered a 

census to be taken throughout 

the Empire. 

 

2 This was the first 

registration when Quirinius 

was governor of Syria. 

 

2 (This was the first census 

that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) 

 

2 This was the first census 

when Quirinius was governor 

of Syria. 

 

3 And all went to be 

registered, each to his own 

town. 

 

3 And everyone went to his 

own town to register. 

 

3 Everyone had to travel to 

his own ancestral hometown 

to be accounted for. 

 

4 And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, from the town 

of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 

city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was 

of the house and lineage of 

David, 

 

4 So Joseph also went up 

from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged 

to the house and line of 

David. 

 

4 So Joseph went from the 

Galilean town of Nazareth up 

to Bethlehem in Judah, 

David’s town, for the census. 

As a descendant of David, he 

had to go there. 

 

5 to be registered with Mary, 

his betrothed, who was with 

child. 

 

5 He went there to register 

with Mary, who was pledged 

to be married to him and was 

expecting a child. 

 

5 He went with Mary, his 

fiancée, who was pregnant. 

 

6 And while they were there, 

the time came for her to give 

birth. 

 

6 While they were there, the 

time came for the baby to be 

born, 

 

6 While they were there, the 

time came for her to give 

birth. 

 

7 And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped 

him in swaddling cloths and 

laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them 

in the inn. 

 

7 and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped 

him in cloths and placed him 

in a manger, because there 

was no room for them in the 

inn. 

 

7 She gave birth to a son, her 

firstborn. She wrapped him in 

a blanket and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no 

room in the hostel. 
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My personal preference is to read the passage 
completely through in each of the different 
translations. After reading it through 
completely in one translation, reread the 
passage in each of the different translations 
that you have chosen to use. Finally, I would 
invite you to read the passage one verse at a 
time in each of the different translations.  
 
You will begin to notice that some words and 
thoughts are expressed slightly differently. 
Don’t give in to the temptation to resolve 
these differences just yet, that time will come 
later. Right now, you are just getting the “lay 
of the land.” What you want is a general 
understanding of what the passage is about.  
 
Then I take a break, I may visit the hospital or 
a shut-in, go for a walk, visit with the 
students. What you do is not as important as 
doing something to let the words simmer in 
your heart and mind. During this break from 
the text you may want to ask yourself the 
“reporter” questions; who, what, where, why, 
and how. When you return to the study write 
down your list of the reporter questions.  
 

• Who is Caesar Augustus and 
Quirinius? Who are Mary and Joseph? 

• What is a decree and a census? What 
is “the entire Roman World”? What is 
“pledged” to be married? What are 
swaddling clothes? What is a manger? 

• Where is the Roman world? Where is 
Syria in relation to Bethlehem? 
Where is Nazareth, Galilee, Judea and 
Bethlehem? Where was the manger 
located? 

• Why did a decree by Augustus affect 
Joseph? Why is the governor of Syria 
mentioned in this event? Why did 
belonging to the house of David mean 
that Joseph had to go to Bethlehem? 
Why did Mary go with Joseph? Why 
was there no room for them in the 
inn? 

• How was a census taken in those 
days? How did Joseph and Mary get 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem? How is 
child delivery different in this story 
than today? How did they find the 
manger? 

 
The questions you ask may vary, they may or 
may not be answerable, but the important 
thing is to ask them. The search for the 
answers to these questions will become the 
“grist for the mill” when we begin the 
Kneading phase. 
 
Don’t hesitate to ask the questions that you 
believe you already know the answer. If you 
assume that you already know the answer, 
you are in danger of using Deductive 
reasoning. This is reading into the text your 
own thoughts and opinions and not letting 
the passage inform you. You are doing an 
Inductive Study. 
 
Remember that we are still in the Reading 
(Observing) part of our study. This is not the 
time to answer the questions, that will come 
in the Kneading (Interpretation) section. 
 
When you return from your break read the 
text again. Read it a second, third or fourth 
time over a period of hours or days. Read it 
until the words become “in you.” You should 
get to the place where you can almost recite 
the passage without reading it.  
 
I am not recommending that you memorize 
the passage. Scripture memorization is a 
wonderful exercise, but it often happens 
when memorizing the words, we look past 
the message. Memorization is not a 
substitute for Inductively Reading the 
passage. 
 
How do these events that surround our 
passage help to give insight and meaning to 
the words and message of Luke 2:1-7? The 
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answer to this question is more grist for our 
Kneading process.  
 
I generally find it interesting to explore the 
people and actions going on in the passage. I 
imagine that I was a “fly on the wall.” What 
was the emotions? How were people relating 
to one another? Which of the characters do I 
most identify with and which am I struggling 
to understand? These questions are of an 
interpretative nature and the answers will 
become apparent in the final phase of 
Heeding (Application). 
 
 
If there is one word that summarizes the 
Read phase of an Inductive Bible Study, I 
believe that it would be patience. The 
temptation to read the passage once and 
then dive into the Kneading phase can be 
overwhelming. It takes tremendous 
endurance to read, reread, and re-reread, the 

same thing over and over. It takes patience to 
ask the “reporter” questions and not attempt 
to answer them. It takes fortitude to let the 
word ferment in your heart. Yet the patient 
student understands the value of process.  
 
When a baker makes bread, they must let the 
yeast in the dough work to let the bread rise. 
If this step is hurried or skipped the bread will 
be flat and not very appealing. The process 
cannot be hurried or bypassed. The reward of 
patience is a beautiful, fluffy, tasty product.  
 
A student of the Word can jump right into the 
Kneading and Heeding, but the product will 
be flat and misses the full potential of the 
text. Only patience can bring out the fullness 
of the beauty of the text. 
 
Patience, Patience, Patience! 
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Interpretation-Kneading-Dive In

  
The second step of the Inductive Bible Study 
process is Kneading the text.  
 
To knead means to massage, squeeze, mold, 
etc. Imagine you've combined all the 
ingredients for homemade bread. You now 
have before you a lump of dough. It's not 
quite ready for baking. It must first be 
kneaded.  
 
This is what we'll do with a Bible passage. 
We'll stretch it. Pull it apart. Massage it. 

Squeeze it. Turn it over. Then push it back 
together. Upon completion, we'll have 
discovered all of its ingredients (words, 
sentences, paragraphs, etc.) and how they 
together form the "bread of life".  
 
This step is usually called Interpretation 
which answers the question "What does the 
passage mean?" Kneading, the most in depth 
of the three steps, comprises several 
principles.  

 
Literary Context  

 
Discovering the Literary Context is the 
beginning of Kneading.  
 
The Bible does not come to us as a theological 
treatise written in the safety of an office with 
nice parallel outlines and an unemotional 
vocabulary. The Bible, with its numerous 
authors, comes from different personalities, 
emotions, and literary styles. To correctly 
understand scripture, we must discover the 
style and vocabulary of the original author 
and interpret accordingly. For example, we 
have:  
 

• Moses the lawgiver  

• David the poet  

• Solomon the sage  

• Luke the historian  

• Paul the teacher/evangelist  
 

Each of these authors used a different literary 
style to present God's revelation. Different 
styles demand different interpretation 
guidelines. We don't interpret a poem the 
same way we do a history book.  
 
Some of the common literary styles in the 
Bible include: 
 

• Narrative. The historical accounts of 
scripture are not exhaustive history books 
or biographies, but handpicked 
experiences to fulfill the author's 
purpose.  
 

• Hebrew Poetry. The distinguishing mark 
of this style is the use of "parallelism". An 
author will communicate the same truth 
using different words.  
 

• Proverbs. The Old Testament Proverbs 
are general truths based on experience. 

Guideline: Identify the type of literature in the text. 
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They're intended to be "guidelines not 
guarantees; precepts not promises.”  

 

 

• Parables. Jesus employed a common 
practice of parables or storytelling to 
teach. A parable teaches one or two main 
truths. The details of the story are added 
for color commentary and interest, not 
teaching doctrinal truth. Don't press 
every detail in an application.  

 

• Letters. Much of the New Testament 
contains epistles or letters following the 
traditional letter writing style of the day. 
The letters may be very personal for one 
person, as with Philemon or cyclical, 
addressed to a larger group. 

 

• Predictive prophecy should be 
interpreted according to the historical, 
grammatical principle. If, however, 
language is present that would be absurd 
if taken literally then figurative speech 
guidelines should be observed.  

 

• Apocalyptic, a unique style of writing that 
describes much of Revelation and 
portions of Daniel and Ezekiel. Highly 
figurative and focused on the last days. 

 
In addition to various literary styles, the Bible 
contains numerous figures of speech. Figures 
of speech are words conveying an idea other 
than their normal, literal meaning. Did the 
confirmands really "burn candles" or were 
"canines and felines" really falling from the 
sky in the sample letter? Figures of speech 
add color and life to communication. Among 
the many used in the Bible are:  
 

• Simile: A comparison using "like" or "as" 
(“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like 
the flower of grass. The grass withers, and 
the flower falls, 1 Peter 1:24 ESV).  

 

• Metaphor: A comparison not using "like" 
or "as" (A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, 

“What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and 
all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
Isaiah 40:6 ESV).  

 

• Hyperbole: Exaggerating deliberately for 
effect (I am weary with my moaning; 
every night I flood my bed with tears; I 
drench my couch with my weeping. Psalm 
6:6 ESV).  

 

• Personification: Ascribing human 
characteristics to inanimate objects or 
ideas or animals (“For you shall go out in 
joy and be led forth in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall 
break forth into singing, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands. Isaiah 
55:12 ESV).  
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• Anthropomorphism. Ascribing human 
characteristics to God (When I look at 
your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
the moon and the stars, which you have 

set in place. Psalm 8:3) 

 

• Zoomorphism: Ascribing animal 
characteristics to God (He will cover you 
with his pinions, and under his wings you 
will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield 
and buckler. Psalm 91:4 ESV).  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A figure of speech is usually present if the 

normal meaning of the words is absurd or 

contradicts clear passages of scripture.  Are   

we really to “hate” our parents (If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his own father 

and mother and wife and children and 

brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own 

life, he cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:26)? Is 

Paul really concerned about wild canines 

roaming the streets in Philippi, (Look out for 

the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out 

for those who mutilate the flesh. Phil 3:2)? 

Figures of speech should be identified, and 

the author’s intended meaning discerned 

through historical-grammatical principle.   

Remember, behind every figure of speech is 

a literal meaning. Look for the meaning that 

would have been understood at the time of 

the writing and don’t read back in modern 

connotations. Is “hot” good and “cold” bad 

(“‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor 

hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 

Revelation 3:15) No. That’s what we think but 

they understood them both to be good.  

Also, look for the primary point of the 

figurative language and don’t read more into 

the text than is present. Salt is good for 

preservation, seasoning, healing etc. but does 

Jesus have them all in mind when he says 

we’re the “salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13)? 

Sometimes the literary style is obvious, other 

times it is not. Be careful with how much 

“interpretation” and application you do until 

you’re comfortable with the literary genre the 

author is using. Is the story about the rich 

man and Lazarus a parable or narrative (Luke 

16:19-31)? Is the “eye of a needle” a figure of 

speech or a literal place (Matthew 19:24)? 

How we answer such questions will give 

direction to how we interpret and apply the 

text.

Literary Context

Word 
Meaning

Figure of 
speech

Literary 
Style
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Historical Context 

The Kneading phase continues by discovering 
the Historical Context of the passage.  
 
The Bible is rooted in actual human history: 
Real people. Real places. Real life experiences. 
This history, however, is thousands of years old 
and is thus foreign to us. We don't readily 
understand Bible times.  
 
We understand the sample letter because we 
know about "the Michigan Wolverines", "the 
Oetting years", "Waterloo Bucks", etc.  
 
Imagine however reading the letter without 
any background information. Is "Wolverine" an 
animal? Is a "Wolverine pastor" a mutant from 
a TV show? Is "roll call" a military action?  
 
Just like the letter, each passage of the Bible 
has a specific historical and cultural setting 
which the author and his readers easily 
understood. We now live years later in a 
different time and culture. We don't 
immediately understand the Biblical setting. 
We must, therefore, through study, transport 
ourselves back to Biblical times to discover the 
original setting. We must rid ourselves of 21st 
century ideas and opinions seeking only to 
discern the text's original, intended meaning.  
 
The Historical/Cultural Context includes: 
 

• Author: Who wrote the passage? Where is 
he? What's he like?  

 
o Which James? (James, a servant of God 

and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the 
twelve tribes in the Dispersion. James 
1:1 ESV)  

o What was Jeremiah's personality? (The 
words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, 
one of the priests who were in 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin 
Jeremiah 1:1 ESV)  

o Where was Paul? (so that it has 
become known throughout the whole 
imperial guard and to all the rest that 
my imprisonment is for Christ. 
Philippians 1:13 ESV)  

 

• Subjects: Who read the passage? About 
whom is the passage written? 

 
o What were the Corinthians like? (Paul, 

called by the will of God to be an 
apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother 
Sosthenes 1 Corinthians 1:1 ESV)  

o Who were Samaritans? (A woman from 
Samaria came to draw water. Jesus 
said to her, “Give me a drink.” John 4:7 
ESV)  

 

• Geography: Where did the passage take 
place? 

 
o Why did Jesus have to pass through 

Samaria? (And he had to pass through 
Samaria. John 4:4 ESV)  

o Why did Jesus go "up" to Jerusalem 
from Capernaum? (The Passover of the 
Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. John 2:13 ESV)  

 

• Politics: Who are the authorities? 
 

o What's the significance of 
"citizenship"? (But our citizenship is in 
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, Philippians 3:20 
ESV)  

o Why didn't Jonah want to go to 
Nineveh? (But Jonah rose to flee to 
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 
He went down to Joppa and found a 
ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the 
fare and went on board, to go with 
them to Tarshish, away from the 
presence of the Lord. Jonah 1:3 ESV)  
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• Religious: What is the spiritual climate? 
 

o Why did Elijah suggest Mt Carmel? 
(Now therefore send and gather all 
Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 
450 prophets of Baal and the 400 
prophets of Asherah, who eat at 
Jezebel’s table. 1 Kings 18:19 ESV)  

o Why was Jesus asking specific 
questions? (Mark 12:13-28)  
 

• Economic:  What role did money play? 
 

o Why was Boaz given a sandal? (Now 
this was the custom in former times in 
Israel concerning redeeming and 
exchanging: to confirm a transaction, 
the one drew off his sandal and gave it 
to the other, and this was the manner 
of attesting in Israel. So when the 
redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for 
yourself,” he drew off his sandal. Ruth 
4:7-8 ESV)  

o What is a "guarantee"? (Who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of 
his glory. Ephesians 1:14 ESV)  
 

• Legal:  How did the laws of the land impact 
events? 

 
o What is "redemption"? (In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of his grace, Ephesians 1:7 
ESV)  

o What is a "sea!"? (In him you also, 
when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed 
in him, were sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit, Ephesians 1:13 ESV)  

 

• Agricultural: What are the customs of rural 
life? 

 

o Why are the wicked like chaff? (The 
wicked are not so but are like chaff that 
the wind drives away. Psalm 1:4 ESV)  

o What is the "door"? (So Jesus again 
said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I 
am the door of the sheep. John 10:7 
ESV)?  

 

• Architectural: What role did build science 
play in Bible events?  

 
o How could Rahab have a house on the 

wall? (Then she let them down by a 
rope through the window, for her house 
was built into the city wall, so that she 
lived in the wall. Joshua 2:15 ESV)  

o What is a chief cornerstone? (built on 
the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, Ephesians 2:20 ESV)  

 

• Domestic: What were the characteristics of 
everyday life?  

 
o What is anointing with oil? (Is anyone 

among you sick? Let him call for the 
elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord. James 5:14 ESV)  

o What is meant by burying a father? (To 
another he said, “Follow me.” But he 
said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father.” Luke 9:59 ESV)  

 

• Clothing: How did clothing affect Bible 
history? 

 
o What is girding your loins? (Therefore, 

preparing your minds for action, and 
being sober-minded, set your hope fully 
on the grace that will be brought to you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 
1:13 ESV)  

o What was David wearing as he 
worshipped? (And David danced before 
the Lord with all his might. And David 
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was wearing a linen ephod. 2 Samuel 
6:14 ESV)  

 

• Military: What role do military customs 
play? 
o What is a triumphal procession? (But 

thanks be to God, who in Christ always 
leads us in triumphal procession, and 
through us spreads the fragrance of the 
knowledge of him everywhere.                 
2 Corinthians 2:14 ESV)  

o Who guarded the tomb? (Pilate said to 
them, “You have a guard of soldiers. 
Go, make it as secure as you can.” 
Matthew 27:65 ESV)  

 

• Athletics: What role do athletic games 
play?  

 
o What is "running well" and "hindered"? 

(You were running well. Who hindered 
you from obeying the truth? Galatians 
5:7 ESV)  

o What is the "games"? (Every athlete 
exercises self-control in all things. They 
do it to receive a perishable wreath, but 
we an imperishable. 1 Corinthians 9:25 
ESV)  

 
The depth of the historical setting doesn't 
always leap off of the page. Be diligent. With 
good references and self-discipline, you can 
understand the circumstances surrounding the 
text, as if you were there when it was written. 
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Thought Structure 

 

 

As you work your way through the Kneading 
process, you'll need to analyze the individual 
words in the passage. Examine four aspects of 
words as you study them:  
 

• Morphology: the form of the word  

• Syntax: the relationship the word has 
with other words in the text  

• Meaning: the definition of the Hebrew 
and Greek words  

• Context: the usage of the words 
elsewhere in scripture  

 
This chapter on Thought Structure investigates 
morphology and syntax.  
 
Keep in mind that words are written or verbal 
symbols communicating ideas. The idea 
communicated, however, differs depending on 
the form of words (morphology) and the 
relationship of words to each other (syntax).  
 
For example, consider the various meanings of 
the same word when its form changes 
(morphology):  
 

• He scored the winning run.  

• Will you run me to the store?  

• My baby has a runny nose.  
 
Now consider these words and the different 
meanings depending on the relationship of 
words (syntax):  
 

• The man hit the ball hard.  

• The ball hit the man hard.  

• The hard man hit the ball.  

• The hard ball hit the man.  

• The ball hit the hard man.  

• The man hit the hard ball.  
To interpret the Bible correctly we can't just 
rely on word meanings. We must also discover 
morphology and syntax. Here are some 
questions to ask and answer: 
 

• Who or what is the subject of the 
sentence? A noun or pronoun will 
perform the action of the sentence. 
Make sure to identify the antecedent 
or noun which the pronoun is 
replacing. It's also helpful to determine 
whether the subject is singular or 
plural.  

 

• “He will receive blessing from the Lord 
and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation.” Psalm 24:5 (ESV) who is 
"he"?  

• Is the subject "you" singular or plural in 
1 Corinthians 3:16? (Do you not know 
that you are God’s temple and that 
God’s Spirit dwells in you?)?   

 

• What is the action of the sentence? 
Verbs are literally where the action is in 
Biblical interpretation. Identify the 
verbs in the passage. As you're 
examining verbs pay special attention 
to:  

 

• Tense: The time of the action. Did 
the action occur in the past? Is the 
action occurring presently? Will the 
action occur in the future? Did the 
action start in the past and 
continue on today? 

 

• When did the "putting off and 
on" of Ephesians 4:22 (to put 

Guideline: Determine the morphology and syntax of the words. 
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off your old self, which belongs 
to your former manner of life 
and is corrupt through deceitful 
desires) occur?  

• When does the "renewing" of 
Ephesians 4:23 (and to be 
renewed in the spirit of your 
minds) occur?  

 

• Voice: Is the verb active (the 
subject is acting) or passive (the 
subject is being acted upon)?  

 

• Is "filled" active or passive in 
Ephesians 5:18 (And do not get 
drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with 
the Spirit)?  

• Is "transformed" active or 
passive in Romans 12:2 (Do not 
be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will 
of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.)?  
 

• Mood: The kind of action. Is the 
action a command (imperative)? Is 
the action a statement (indicative)? 
Will the action possibly occur 
(subjunctive)?  

 

• How many commands are in 
Matthew 28:18-20 (And Jesus 
came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the 
age.”)? 

• Is the "dwelling" of Ephesians 
3:17 (so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith—
that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love) taking place 
at the time of writing?  

 

• Who or what is the object of the verb? 
Who or what is receiving the action of 
the verb?  

 

• Is "you" singular or plural in Luke 
22:31-32 (“Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan demanded to have you, that 
he might sift you like wheat, but I 
have prayed for you that your faith 
may not fail. And when you have 
turned again, strengthen your 
brothers.”)?  

• What is to "abound" in Philippians 
1:9 (And it is my prayer that your 
love may abound more and more, 
with knowledge and all 
discernment)?  
 

• What are the modifiers in the 
sentence? Look for adjectives 
modifying nouns and adverbs 
modifying verbs.  

 

• What's the significance of "this" in 
saying, Luke 22:42 (“Father, if you 
are willing, remove this cup from 
me. Nevertheless, not my will, but 
yours, be done.”)?  

• Notice the numerous modifiers in 
Ephesians 3:20 (Now to him who is 
able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work 
within us).  
 

• What are the conjunctions in the 
passage? Conjunctions are connectives, 
joining words, thoughts or phrases. 
Conjunctions serve numerous purposes 
including the following:  
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• Contrast. Notice the "but" in 
Ephesians 2:3-4 connecting wrath 
and love. (among whom we all 
once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the 
body and the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, like the 
rest of mankind. But God, being rich 
in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us) 

 

• Comparison. "as" in Ephesians 4:32 
compares our forgiveness of others 
with God's forgiveness of us. (Be 
kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you) 

 

• Correlation. The "just as" of 
Ephesians 5:25 show relationship. 
( Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her) 

 

• Reason. The "therefore" of 
Ephesians 3: 13 connects the 
reason for not losing heart. 
(Therefore, I ask you not to lose 
heart at my tribulations on your 
behalf, for they are your glory.) 

 

• Result. The "therefore" of 
Ephesians 2:19 show the results of 
having access is that we're no 
longer strangers. (Consequently, 
therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but you 
are fellow citizens of the saints and 
members of the household of God,)  

 

• Purpose. "That" in Ephesians 4:28 
points to why a person should 
work. (The one who steals must 
steal no longer, but instead must 
labor, working with his own hands 
what is good, so that he may have 

something to share with the one 
who has need.) 

 

• Conclusion. The "therefore" of 
Ephesians 4:1 says the conclusion 
of all our blessings in chapters 1-3 
is to walk worthy. (Therefore I, the 
prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to 
live in a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you were called:) 

 

• What are the independent and dependent 
clauses (prepositional and participial 
phrases, etc.)? An independent clause 
contains a complete thought and may 
stand alone. A dependent clause, however, 
serves as a modifier for an independent 
clause.  

 

• What are "go, teaching and 
baptizing" in Matthew 28:18-20 
(And Jesus came and said to them, 
“All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the 
age.”)?  

• What does Paul want to know in 
Philippians 3:10 (that I may know 
him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death)?  

 
Please don't be intimidated here. You may be 
thinking I'm not a language scholar. How am I 
ever going to analyze thought structure? It is 
not necessary that you learn all the names for 
the different parts of speech. However, it is 
essential that you examine the form of words 
and how they work together to shape thoughts. 
No one begins a new profession or job and 
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knows everything. Practice and experience will 
do wonders for your abilities.   
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Word Meanings 

 
We now come to what is arguably the most 
popular and enjoyable aspect of Inductive Bible 
Study, looking up word meanings, the next 
phase of Kneading.  
 
Again, remember as you study words, the 
meaning is just one of four characteristics you 
want to discover about words. The other three 
are morphology, syntax, and context. As you 
research word meanings keep these guidelines 
in mind:  
 

• Discover the meaning of the Hebrew or 
Greek word not the English word. Always 
remember the Bible was originally written 
in Hebrew and Greek, not English. 
Ultimately understanding the original text, 
not our English translation, is what's 
important.  

 
For example, what do these words mean, not in 
English, but Hebrew or Greek:  
 

• Meditate (Joshua 1:8)  

• Dwell (Ephesians 3:17) 

• Credit (Luke 6:32)  

• Sick (James 5:15)   
 

• The same English word may be the 
translation of different Hebrew or Greek 
words. Don't assume because you see the 
same English word in various places in the 
Bible that it must represent the same 
Hebrew or Greek word.  

 

• In Psalm 9 "praise" occurs 3 times but 3 
different Hebrew words are used.  

• In John 21:15-17 "love" occurs several 
times but different Greek words are 
used.  

• In James 5:14-15 “sick” occurs twice 
but two Greek words are used. 

 

• The same Hebrew or Greek word may be 
translated with different English words. 
For various reasons different English words 
may appear throughout the Bible but 
actually represent the exact same original 
word.  

 
Notice the words below from the New King 
James Version. All of these English words are 
translations of the same Greek word.  
 

• Matthew 4:21 mending  

• Luke 6:40 perfectly trained  

• Romans 9:22 prepared  

• Galatians 6:1 restore  

• 1 Peter 5: 10 perfect  
 

• A Hebrew or Greek word may have more 
than one meaning. Just as an English word 
may communicate different shades of 
meaning depending on the context, so do 
original words.  

 
In the verses below notice the different 
activities of the heart (the same Greek word in 
all verses):  
 

• For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, 
theft, false witness, slander. Matthew 
15:19 heart thinks  

• Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer 
to God for them is that they may be 
saved. Romans 10:1 heart desire  

• For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one 

Guidelines: Determine the meaning of individual words in the text. 
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confesses and is saved. Romans 10:10 
heart believes  

• Each one must give as he has decided in 
his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 heart chooses  

 

• The individual meanings of smaller words 
in a compound Hebrew or Greek word 
may not be its intended meaning.  

 
Some original words are compound words 
formed by grouping multiple smaller words. 
Sometimes the word's meaning is not the sum 
of the smaller parts.  
 

• The Greek word for "repent" is 
"metanoeo":  a compound word from 
"meta" meaning "change" and "noeo" 
meaning "mind". However, "metanoeo" 
means a lot more than simply a change of 
mind.  

 

• The historical or classical meaning of a 
Hebrew or Greek word may not be its 
intended meaning. Word meanings evolve 
and develop through time. An original 
word's meaning is its meaning at the time 
of writing, not what it may have meant 
previously.  

 

• A prime example is the Greek word 
"agape" or "love". While the word existed 
in the classical Greek language it was used 

infrequently and simply meant "cherishing 
or prizing something". The New Testament 
writers assigned to it the meaning of "self-
sacrifice". A meaning with which the Greek 
people were totally unfamiliar.  

 

• Synonyms and antonyms may shed light 
on a Hebrew or Greek word's meaning. 
Comparing original words with similar 
words or contrasting them with opposites 
can help to illuminate word meanings.  

 

• For example, two Greek words for 
"poor" are "penes" (working for 
"minimum wage") and "ptochos" 
("begging"). Guess which Jesus used in 
Matthew 5:3, "Blessed are the poor in 
Spirit"?  

 

• Two Greek words for "temple" are 
"hieron" (the entire temple area) and 
"naos" (the holy of holies"). Guess 
which Paul used in 1 Corinthians 6: 19 " 
your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit"?  

 
Looking up word meanings can unlock 
treasures from the text and be very rewarding. 
A reminder and word of caution though are in 
order. The immediate context of the word 
must influence and determine its meaning. Be 
careful not to read into a passage what is not 
there. Let the meaning of the word flow from 
its context.
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Scriptural Context 

When you read the passage the second third 
or fourth time, look at the verses that 
immediately proceed the passage and the 
ones that follows. Ask yourself how they are 
related to this pericope. Explore where this 
passage fits into the chapter; what is the  
context of these verses? Examine how Luke 
2:1-7 fits into the whole book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Chapter one is Zechariah and Elizabeth 
learning about the birth of John the 
Baptist.  

• The Annunciation of the birth of Jesus 
is also preceding this passage. 

• Mary’s visit to Elizabeth and the 
Magnificat come in the previous 
chapter. 

• The birth of John the Baptists and 
Zechariah’s song are immediately 
before this passage.  

• The Angels visiting the shepherds and 
the shepherds coming to the manger 
immediately follow this verses 1-7. 

• The circumcision and naming of Jesus 
conclude the birth narrative in vs. 21 of 
chapter 1. 

 
To understand the Bible correctly we must 
interpret within the framework of the Bible:  
 

• Words  

• Sentences  

• Paragraphs  

• Books  

• Testaments  

• Bible  
 
We possess one unified Bible, divided into two 
Testaments, Old and New, comprised of 39 and 
27 books respectively. Each of these 66 books is 

divided into paragraphs comprised of 
sentences containing words.  
 
Individual words must be studied in light of 
sentences, then paragraphs, then books, then 
its Testament, and then the whole Bible.  
 
Each of these sections represents a context 
that must be examined to discern meanings of 
Biblical passages. Words and thoughts only 
make sense in the proper context.  
  
For example, if I said, "That's some turkey!" do 
you know what I mean? Probably not.  
 
If, however, I said, "My friend and I were 
bowling and I told him, 'That's some turkey!' " 
You would know I'm referring to three strikes in 
a row.  
 
If I said, "My friend and I were in the woods 
hunting and I remarked, 'That's some turkey!' " 
You would know I'm referring to a wild bird.  
 
If I said, “My friend and I were driving in 
downtown traffic and I exclaimed, 'That's some 
turkey!' "You would know I'm referring to a 
reckless driver.  
 
Context determines the meaning of words and 
thoughts. We can't allow words and ideas to 
stand on their own. They are always connected 
to the contexts of sentences, paragraphs, 

Guidelines: Analyze words and thoughts in the immediate and broader contexts. 
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books, Testaments, and Bible. Thus, as you 
continue Kneading a text investigate Context. 
Follow these guidelines when surveying 
Context:  
 

• Read the passages surrounding the text. 
Often times verses are made to say things 
they don't mean because they're removed 
from the paragraphs surrounding them. 
Simply reading a few paragraphs will 
illuminate a passage.  

 

• What is the context of "two or three 
gathered" in Matthew 18:20 (For 
where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I among them.”)?  

• What action of the Philippians prompts 
the promise of Philippians 4:19 (And 
my God will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.)? 

 

• Read the book in which the passage 
occurs. Reading a biblical passage without 
considering the book in which it was 
written is like starting to watch a movie 
mid-way through. You don't know what's 
going on. Authors wrote their entire books 
to specific people for specific reasons.  

 

• In light of the book, is Ephesians 3:17 a 
prayer for Christians or non-Christians?  

• In light of the book, is 1 Corinthians 3 
referring to divisions in a city or in a 
"modern day local church"?  

 

• Look for original word usage in the same 
book, by the same author, and in the same 
Testament. Many times, 
word meanings are 
clarified and enhanced by 
discovering where else in 
the Bible the same word is 
used. The Bible can and 
does shed light on itself. 
Remember to search for 

the original word not the English word.  
 

• Notice how "charis" (grace) is used in 
Luke 6:32-34 (“If you love those who 
love you, what benefit is that to you? 
For even sinners love those who love 
them. And if you do good to those who 
do good to you, what benefit is that to 
you? For even sinners do the same. And 
if you lend to those from whom you 
expect to receive, what credit is that to 
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get 
back the same amount.) Compare this 
with other usages of "charis" in the 
New Testament.  

• Do Hebrews 12:3 and Revelation 2:3 
illuminate "sick" in James 5:15?  

 

• Investigate a topic throughout the entire 
Bible. Very seldom, if ever, does God place 
all the information about a Biblical subject 
in one place. He gives a little here and a 
little there. We must interpret what a 
specific passage says about a subject in 
light of what the whole Bible says about the 
subject. Be sure to specifically study any 
parallel passages for the text under 
investigation.  

 

• Do James 2:24 and Romans 3:28 
contradict? Now bring in Genesis 15:6 
and Ephesians 2:8-9.  

• How does the book of Ruth influence 
Ephesians 1:7?  

 
It has been stated so often I'm hesitant to 
repeat but it's so true, "A text without a 
context is a pretext". If we remove a passage 

from its original context in all 
likelihood our interpretation 
will be one, we have read back 
into it. We'll be practicing 
Deductive not Inductive Bible 
study. Stay with the context. 
The meaning we discover may 
not be the one we hope for 
but it will be accurate. 
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Doctrinal Context  

 

As stated in the previous section, words and 
passages must ultimately be studied in light of 
the context of the entire Biblical. This Kneading 
principle is so important I treat it separately 
and call it Doctrinal Context.  
 
Think of Doctrinal Context this way. A jigsaw 
puzzle contains many individual pieces forming 
a beautiful picture when perfectly interlocked. 
Each piece is important, but no piece contains 
the whole picture. Each piece is dependent on 
the others for the complete picture. Imagine 
having only a single piece and no box top with a 
big picture. Imagine the frustration and 
confusion of trying to figure out the significance 
of the single piece with no relation to the 
whole.  
 
Likewise, the Bible is the box top. Each passage 
is a piece of the puzzle. The Bible, as a whole, 
forms a complete beautiful picture of 
revelation and redemption. Each passage is a 
piece of the whole Bible. Each passage is 
important, but no passage contains the whole 
picture. Each passage is dependent on others 
for the complete picture.  
 
For example: 
 

• Ephesians 2:13 says we're brought near to 
God through the blood. Does this one 
passage contain the complete truth about 
the blood? No. The blood is discussed 
elsewhere in the Bible with each passage 
shedding more light on its significance.  

 

• 1 Corinthians 1:2 discusses sanctification. Is 
this all the Bible says about the subject? 
No. It's mentioned elsewhere.  

 
The complete record of what the Bible says 
about a subject is called a theology or 
doctrine. When studying a passage, we want to 
remember we're dealing with only a portion of 
the doctrine. It's very helpful to understand the 
entire doctrine so we know where our piece 
fits in. Biblical interpretation is more accurate 
when we have a good understanding of major 
doctrines such as:  
 

• Trinity  

• The person and work of Jesus  

• Law and Gospel 

• Baptism 

• Holy Communion 

• Sanctification and Good Works 

• Stewardship 
 
Imagine studying the following passages or 
topics without a knowledge of the big picture 
listed:  
 

• The Lamb of God in John 1:29 without the 
Jewish sacrificial system  
 

• The Ten Commandments without the 
Gospel  
 

• Enmity in Genesis 3:15 without the 
Incarnation of Christ   

 

• Unity in Ephesians 2:14 without the 
division between the Jews and Gentiles 

 

• Repentance and Baptism in Acts 2:38 
without Grace in Mark 16:16 

 

Guidelines: Study a passage considering its complete, biblical doctrine. 
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• Holy Communion in Matthew 26:26 
without the Jewish Passover  

 

• The Good deeds in Ephesians 2:10 without 
the Passion and resurrection of Jesus  

 

• The Final judgment of Matthew 25 without 
the Gospel of John 3:16  

 
Without a knowledge of the whole we can't 
fully understand the individual piece.  

Always remember when you're studying a 
Biblical passage, you're studying only a part of 
the whole. Constantly ask how this one-piece 
fits into the complete revelation of the Bible.  
 
Doctrinal study is an ongoing work that 

deepens in us each time we study the Bible. 

Don't be timid if you don't have a thorough 

grasp of every doctrine of the Bible. 

Understanding will grow with disciplined study.
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Supplemental Resources 

At the core Inductive Bible Study is the 
guideline, let the Bible speak for itself. Discover 
the meaning out of the text don't read one 
back into the text. Emphasis, therefore, is 
placed on only studying the Bible without a lot 
of additional resources coming into play. Are 
we never to use materials written by others 
with the exception of dictionaries and lexicons? 
When, if ever, is it acceptable to use 
commentaries and periodicals?  
 
Well, let's go back to our sample letter. What if 
after numerous readings we just don't 
understand it? We researched and studied but 
we don't understand "CINO" or "Wolverine 
Pastor" or "Oetting Years". What do we do? 
Perhaps we'd ask a family member or friend. 
It's perfectly acceptable to ask for help when 
we don't understand.  
 
The same is true for Bible study. We want to 
dig and dig on our own for the meaning of a 
text. After we've prayed and studied it's now 
OK to look to others for help or insight.  
 
This is what commentaries, periodicals, 
Catechism, and theology books, etc. are for. At 
the end of the Kneading phase we turn to 
Supplemental Studies. As you use 
commentaries and other recourses please keep 
these guidelines in mind:  
 

• God gives teachers to the church to equip 
the saints (Ephesians 4: 11-12). Many 
books are written by gifted men and 
women to aid in Bible study. These books 
are an extension of their teaching ministry 
since they can't be everywhere to help 
every Bible student.  

 

• The Lutheran Confessions are different. 
The Bible is the only inspired book. All 
other supplemental helps are humanly 
constructed. This does not mean that all 
supplemental books are equal. The 
Lutheran Confessions as contained in the 
Book of Concord is attested by our church 
to be an accurate description of the 
doctrines of the Bible. Each pastor and 
church worker pledges that they agree 
without reservation in the theology 
contained in the Book of Concord. The 
Confessional statements contained in the 
Book of Concord are: 

 

• The Augsburg Confession  

• The Apology to the Augsburg 
Confession 

• The Smalcald Articles 

• The Treaties on the Power and Primacy 
of the Pope 

• The Small Catechism 

• The Large Catechism 

• The Formula of Concord 
 

• All Supplemental Resources are not equal. 
Just because a commentary “says so” 
doesn’t make it “so”. It is best to consult 
resources that are theological sound. You 
can generally trust resources that: 

 

• Accept the Bible as infallible and 
inerrant 

• Promote a six-day creation account 

• Accept infant baptism 

• Don’t rationalize Jesus’ words in the 
Lord’s Supper 

• Are available from a theologically 
conservative and sound publishing 
house 

Guidelines: Use supplemental resources to assist interpretation. 
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• Expect to find differences of opinions in 
books. Don't be alarmed when one book 
says something different than another. 
After all, they're written by different people 
with different backgrounds.  

 

• If every author disagrees with our 
personal interpretation, we may need to 
reexamine our conclusions.  

 
This is a bit tricky, because I said commentaries 
are not perfect. Can we trust what we're 
seeing? Yes, it's possible. We may be the first to 
get it right. We just need to use all that 
disagreement as an encouragement for us to 

reexamine and rethink our interpretation to 
make doubly sure we haven't missed 
something.  
 
Supplemental materials can be very helpful if 
used properly. Check your theological 
conclusion over and against The Lutheran 
Confessions. Again, I strongly encourage you to 
study on your own using only reference 
materials to assist with context and word 
studies in the early part of Inductive Bible 
Study. Through prayer and diligence, mine the 
treasures of the Bible for yourself. It's hard 
work but you'll enjoy the results. Check out 
commentaries only at the end of the Kneading 
step.
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Practice Interpretation (Template) 

Resources needed: 
Basic: Bible (An ESV recommended) 

Intermediate: A Study Bible (The Lutheran Study Bible Recommended); Luther’s Small Catechism, 

Concordance, Single volume commentary (Matthew Henry), Bible Dictionary (Unger’s Bible 

Dictionary or Lutheran Encyclopedia)  

Advanced: An Interlinear Bible; Book of Concord, Strong’s Concordance, Multi-volume Commentary 

(People’s Bible Commentary, Concordia Commentary, Lenski, Keil & Delitzsch) 

Literary Context 
What is the Literary genre of the passage?  

• Narrative – historical accounts of events 

• Hebrew Poetry – use of Parallelism; communicating same truths with different word 

• Proverbs – general truth statements based on experience. 

• Parables – an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. Intended to teach one or two main 

points. 

• Letters (Epistles) – letters following the traditional letter writing style of the day. 

• Apocalyptic – unique style of writing speaking of end times, and highly figurative. 

How does the genre impact the interpretation? 

Are there figures of speech used in the passage? 

• Simile – comparison using “like” or “as” 

• Metaphor – comparison not using “like” or “as”  

• Hyperbole – deliberate exaggeration  

• Personification – ascribing human characteristics to inanimate objects or animals 

• Anthropomorphism – ascribing human characteristics to God 

• Zoomorphism – ascribing animal characteristics to God 

Historical Context 
What is the historical context of the passage? 

• Author – Who wrote the passage? What do we know about this person? 

• Subjects: Who read the passage? About whom is the passage written? Why does it matter? 

• Geography: Where did the passage take place? How does this effect our understanding? 

• Politics: Who are the authorities? Is political power important? Why? 
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• Religious: What is the spiritual climate? Is there hostility? What impact does that have? 

• Economic:  What role did money play? 

• Legal:  how did the laws of the land impact events? 

• Agricultural: What are the customs of rural life? 

• Architectural: What role did build science play in Bible events?  

• Domestic: What were the characteristics of everyday life?  

• Clothing: How did clothing affect Bible history? 

• Military: What role do military customs play? 

• Athletics: What role do athletic games play? 

Grammar 
Identify the Nouns in the sentence or phrase. 

• Is the noun the subject or object of the sentence or phrase? 

• Is the noun singular or plural? 

Identify the Verbs. 

• What is the action of the sentence or phrase? 

• What is the Tense? 

o Past, present or future? 

o Is the action completed or ongoing? 

• What is the Voice?  

o Is the verb active? 

o Is the verb passive? 

• What is the Mood? (Kind of Action) 

o Is it a command? (Imperative) 

o Is it a statement? (Indicative) 

o Will the action possibly happen? (Subjunctive) 

• Who or what is the Object of the verb? 

o Who or what is receiving the action of the verb? 

• What are the Modifiers in the sentence or phrase? 

o Adjectives describing nouns 

o Adverbs describing verbs 

What are the Conjunctions? (connecting words)  

How does the Conjunction add to the understanding of the passage? 

• Different functions of conjunctions 

o Contrast – “but” united differing thoughts 

o Comparison -- “as” compares different ideas or thoughts 

o Correlation -- “just as” shows relationship between thoughts and ideas 

o Reason -- “therefore” gives a rational for thoughts and ideas 

o Result -- “therefore” shows the consequence of thoughts and ideas 
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o Purpose -- “that” points to why something is the way it is 

o Conclusion “therefore” draws an inference from the previous statement 

Word Meaning 
• Discover the meaning of the Hebrew or Greek word not the English word.  

• The same English word may be the translation of different Hebrew or Greek words.  

• The same Hebrew or Greek word may be translated with different English words.  

• A Hebrew or Greek word may have more than one meaning.  

• The individual meanings of smaller words in a compound Hebrew or Greek word may not be 

its intended meaning.  

• The historical or classical meaning of a Hebrew or Greek word may not be its intended 

meaning.  

• Synonyms and antonyms may shed light on a Hebrew or Greek word's meaning.  

Scriptural Context 
• Individual words must be studied in light of sentences, then paragraphs, then books, then its 

Testament, and then the whole Bible.  

• Words and thoughts only make sense in the proper context. 

• Context determines the meaning of words and thoughts. 

• Read the pericopes that precede and follow the passage. 

• Determine how the passage fits in the context of the entire book.  

• Look at the topic throughout the entire Bible. 

Doctrinal Context 
• It's very helpful to understand the entire doctrine so we know where our piece fits in. 

• Determine what doctrines are being taught in the passage. 

o Trinity 

o Christology 

o Law and Gospel 

o Baptism 

o Holy Communion 

o Sanctification 

o Stewardship 

• What theological truths are taught? 

• Where are other places that these doctrines are taught? 

• What understanding to other places where these truths are taught provide? 
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Remaining Journalism Questions 
• Review the journalism questions 

o Are there any remaining unanswered questions? 

o Use the available resources to discover the answer. 

o How does the answer to the journalism questions add to your understanding of the 

passage?  

Supplemental Resources 
• God gives teachers to the church to equip the saints. 

• The Lutheran Confessions (Book of Concord) are different.  

• Expect to find differences of opinions in books. 

• If every author disagrees with our personal interpretation, we may need to reexamine our 
conclusions.  

• All Supplemental Resources are not equal.  

• You can generally trust resources that: 
 

▪ Accept the Bible as infallible and inerrant 
▪ Promote a six-day creation account 
▪ Accept infant baptism 
▪ Don’t rationalize Jesus’ words in the Lord’s Supper 
▪ Are available from a theologically conservative and sound publishing house 

• Any material from Concordia Publishing House should be reliable. 
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Application-Heeding-Take Out 

 

The third step in the Inductive Bible Study 
process is Heeding the Text. This step is 
normally called Application. Though only a 
short amount of space is devoted to this step in 
this manual, this is arguably the most 
important step. The goal of Bible study is more 
than just head knowledge, it is also heart faith. 
This means that we are to hear the Word, trust 
what it says and to live according to it.  
 
The whole emphasis in scripture is to 
repentance, belief and obedience of the Word. 
 

• Repentance is joy of God (Just so, I tell you, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance. 
Luke 15:7 ESV;) 

 

• Repentance Leads to Forgiveness of Sins 
(And Peter said to them, “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Acts 2:38 ESV) 

 

• Belief in the Promises of God is Salvation 
(“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. John 
3:16 ESV; For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
to him as righteousness.” Romans 4:3 ESV) 

 

• Belief in Jesus is all that is needed 
(Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. Mark 16:16 ESV) 

 

• The promise of success is given to the 
obedient person (This Book of the Law shall 
not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you 
may be careful to do according to all that is 
written in it. For then you will make your 
way prosperous, and then you will have 
good success. Joshua 1:8 ESV; But the one 
who looks into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer 
who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be 
blessed in his doing. James 1:25 ESV).  

 

• A key part of discipleship is obeying Christ's 
commands (Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 ESV).  

 

• Love is demonstrated through obedience 
(“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. John 14:15 ESV; Everyone 
who believes that Jesus is the Christ has 
been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the Father loves whoever has been born of 
him. By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and 
obey his commandments. For this is the 
love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome. 1 John 5:1-3 ESV).  

 
Repentance and Belief are works of the Holy 
Spirit only. Obedience is a shared activity 
between the Spirit and you. James states in no 
uncertain terms "be doers of the Word" (James 

Guidelines: Base contemporary application on correct interpretation. 
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1: 22). Exposure to the Word without 
application results in self-deception (But be 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. James 1:22 ESV).  
 
Ezra the scribe set the pace for teachers. Ezra 
7:10 declares that before Ezra taught the Word, 
he obeyed it. We do not study the Bible to 
teach it. We study the Bible to believe and obey 
it. God creates the faith that is in us (So faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ. Romans 10:17 ESV) Then out of 
faith flows our study and obedience. We teach 
others what the Holy Spirit has taught us. If we 
teach what we are not in the process of 
obeying, we are dangerously close to the 
legalists of Jesus day who put burdens on 
others that they themselves would not carry 
(Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 
disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses’ seat, so practice and observe whatever 
they tell you—but not what they do. For they 
preach, but do not practice. They tie up heavy 
burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people’s 
shoulders, but they themselves are not willing 
to move them with their finger. Matthew 23:1-
4 ESV).  
 
So how do we Heed the Word? Please keep 
these guidelines in mind.  
 

• Base application on correct interpretation. 
Much of modern-day teaching and 
preaching rushes to tell people what the 
Bible means in contemporary life without 
first discovering what the Bible means! 
How can we Take Out if we don't first Dive 
In? Incorrect interpretation leads to 
incorrect application. Don't skip Steps 1 
and 2 in the Inductive Bible Study process.  

 

• Remember the original recipient of the 
text that was identified in the Kneading 
phase. To whom is the passage addressed 
or about whom is the text written? Who 
was told to build an ark (Genesis 6:14)? 
Find a donkey (Luke19:30)? Fill water pots 

(John 2:6)? Love wives (Ephesians 5:25)? 
Have a Jesus attitude (Philippians 2:5)?  
 

• Determine the original intended response 
of the speaker or writer of the text for the 
original audience. What was the original 
audience to do, think, or feel as a result of 
the text? If the text is stating facts or 
doctrine perhaps the desired response is 
faith. If the passage contains commands 
the proper response is obedience. The 
original goal of the text forms the basis of 
contemporary application. What did God 
want of Abraham (Genesis 22)? What did 
the apostles expect of the churches 
(Acts15:6ff)? What did Jesus require of the 
Laodiceans (Revelation 3: 14ff)?  

 

• Determine if the contents of the text are 
for the original audience only or 
normative for all time and all believers. 
Paul's epistles are addressed to "saints" or 
"believers" so his explicit instructions are 
easily applied to any church. Anyone or 
thing breathing is told to praise the Lord so 
that application is straightforward (Psalm 
150). Consider, however, who is not to eat 
rabbits (Leviticus 11 :6)? Who is to pick up 
manna (Exodus 16: 16)? Who is to find a 
wife by looking for someone who will give 
water to a camel (Genesis 24:14)? Believers 
are nowhere told to follow these specific 
commands or examples.  

 
If the text is for a limited audience that 
certainly does not mean the passage is 
irrelevant for us. For instance, Romans 4:23-4; 
15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:6,11 all indicate the Old 
Testament was written for Christians' benefit. 
The historical narratives provide great 
illustrations of life experiences to emulate and 
avoid.  
 

• For texts with particular people in mind we 
look for universal principles or examples 
that are taught elsewhere in Scripture. 
While we don't pick up manna, we do trust 
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God for daily bread (Matthew 6:11). We 
don't use camels to find wives, but we do 
rely on God's guidance (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
God doesn't ask us to sacrifice a son but 
does ask us to fear and trust Him 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13). We don't have kings in 
America, but we do have governors and 
mayors to pray for (1 Timothy 2:2).  

 
Having identified the original intended 
response and bridged the chronological and 
historical gaps to contemporary application we 
are now ready to build a lesson around this 
stated goal. 
 

Determine if the passage is teaching God 
Law or proclaiming the Gospel. The law of 
the Lord teachs commands and 
requirements. It always condemns. The Law 
is found in the Ten Commandments but is 
not limited to the Commandments. The 
Gospel is the good news of God’s divine 
mercy given to sinners through the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Both the Law and the Gospel are found in 
the entire Bible. It is essential for our 
proper understanding of the passage to 
know whether the text is teaching  Law or 
Gospel. 
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Practice Application (template) 

Application 
• Base application on correct interpretation. 

• Remember the original recipient of the text that was identified in the Kneading phase. 

• Determine the original intended response of the speaker or writer of the text for the original 

audience. 

• Determine if the contents of the text are for the original audience only or normative for all 

time and all believers. 

• What part of God’s divine Law is being taught? 

o How is the Law being broken? 

o What part of the Law is applied to my life? 

• How is the Gospel proclaimed in the passage? 

o How is the good news made real, “valid” in my life? 

o What does this Gospel mean to my salvation? 

• What life lessons can I learn from this passage? 

o What sins do I need to confess and repent? 

o Where can I go to receive the gospel? 

o How will the reality of what this passage change the way I live? 

o What life lessons (Biblical Principles) will I implement into my life?  

 
 

 

 

 


