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A Message from Pastor Illian 
 

“There is the sea, vast and spacious…and Leviathan,                           
which You formed to frolic there.”  Ps. 104:25f 

      I used to love to fish, when I was younger. Frequently, on Saturday 
afternoon, when we had been making hay, or building fence, at about 
noon Uncle Harvey would say to Jimmy and I, “That’s enough for today. 
Let’s go fishing.” After lunch (we called it dinner) we would gather the 
fishing gear, hitch up the boat to the pick-up, and head for one of the 
fishing ponds where the fish had been biting. There was not a big 
variety of fish - bullheads, catfish, sunfish and large mouthed bass. But 
that was more than we needed, and we would fish until dark. 
     Marine biologist Ward Appeltans wrote recently that in a recent year, 
scientists identified 1,451 new types of undersea life. We simply do not 
know half of what’s down there.” A few years ago, some Japanese 
fishermen snagged a dead sea monster in their nets. After snapping a 
few pictures of it, they dumped it back into the sea because they did not 
want to foul their take of saleable fish. Their description of it, and the 
pictures they took made me thing of Leviathan. 
     In Job God uses an entire chapter to describe “Leviathan,” a 
mysterious sea creature. Is there such a fish? If God said there is, that’s 
good enough for me. As a matter fact, there are a lot of things in the 
Bible that we do not or cannot understand. So, does that make God 
wrong? No, quite the contrary! He is the Creator of all things, great and 
small. People sometimes get so puffed up by the few things they do 
understand, that they think they do not need God at all. That is where 
atheists come from. Wouldn’t it be better if we all would simply kneel at 
His feet, submit ourselves to Him, and just let God go on being the great 
God He is? 
                                                                                                  Pastor Illian 
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June Prayers 
 

For Vernie Sievers, 100 year-old mother of Judy Hendren, fractured hip 
For Bob & Lucile Friedley, recently hospitalized 
For Pastor Illian, prostate cancer 
For Karen Costello, niece of Betty Pries, cancer 
For Danielle Mason, preschool parent, cancer in remission 
For Vicki McDonald, Kathy Camarata’s sister, cancer 
For our missionaries Scott & Ivy Wiens and Pr. Carl & Chen Hanson 

 
Information 

 
 
 
 
Address info requested for:   
Rod Clay                               Colin Modderman             Joe Morelock 
Zach Liger          Paul Modderman             Arnold Egemo 
                                 

Official Business: 
Baptisms: Wyatt Joseph Oldenburger, son of James Oldenburger & 
Arianne Grove; Abraham David Stien, son of Jamie & Ali Stien 
Death: Terry Schutte   

 
Worship 

 
This year’s theme is Missions: Reaching the Unreached 
Theme Verse:   Acts 13:47 “I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that 
you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” 

 
Weekly Worship Schedule:  
Sundays @ 8:30am & 11:00am 
Wednesdays @ 5:30pm  

No Service Wednesday, July 24 (during VBS) 

Please call the church office if you will be in the 
hospital or if you know of a member that is ill.  

 



 

 

3 

Altar Committee:  Myron & Joyce Piehl will set up communion in July. 
Thank you to Nancy Culpepper, Kelly Rodriguez & Karen Weber for 
setting up communion in June.    
 

 
July Acolytes 

 
 

Christian Outreach 
 

 
 
 

LCMS Radio and Web Ministry 
www.Kfuo.org reaches listeners worldwide 24/7 

        

“The Lutheran Hour” can be heard on these stations: 
KXEL 1540 AM Sunday 5:30am 
WGN 720 AM Sunday 6:00am 
WMT 600 AM Sunday 6:30am 

WHO 1040 AM Sunday 7:30am 
KWAY 1470 AM Sunday 8:00am 

Sunday, July 7 w/HC 8:30 a.m. Alayna Laughridge  

                            w/HC 11:00 a.m. Aidan Bedard  

Sunday, July 14 8:30 a.m. Hailey Stubberud  

 11:00 a.m. Thelma Culpepper  

Sunday, July 21 w/HC 8:30 a.m. Ava L’Heureux  

                             w/HC 11:00 a.m. Hailey Kobliska  

Sunday, July 28  8:30 a.m. Isaac Natvig  

                             11:00 a.m. Torrie Clark-Meeks   
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Mission Ministry 
 

Mission Committee: Meets next on Tuesday, August 6 @ 6:15pm. 
Speak to Bob White for more information. 

 
Our Missionaries: Please keep in your prayers the missionaries our 
church is supporting, Scott & Ivy Wiens (Thailand) and Pr. Carl & Chen 
Hanson (Hong Kong) 
 

Update from the Wiens family: 
We are currently building a Wicking Bed for a home for ladies who have 
intellectual disabilities. They have a gardening project to which we are 
adding the Wicking Bed.  Also learning concrete work with the resident-
chaang (fix-it guy)… 
     Our office is at a low point in the town for drainage purposes. I’ve 
started talking with the owner about possible water and land 
management practices that we could help alleviate run-off, flooding and 
erosion problems. 
     We’ve started a new Kid’s Club in a near-by village. This one is during 
the last part of the school day, which has made it a challenge for Ivy and 
the kids to participate. After only 2 weeks, neighboring villages are 
already asking if we’d have time for their schools as well! 
     The boys are still wanting to play Ultimate…but they are getting 
enough skills to realize how much fitness is required to play at a higher 
level…we are all lazy at heart…and they are starting to feel/show it! An 
opportunity to teach perseverance and pains of growth! 
 
(Email for Scott and Ivy Wiens:  storeup@securenym.net 
They would love to hear from you as it is a great encouragement to 
them!) 
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Youth & Children’s Ministry 
 
LCMS National Youth Gathering! This month, 12 youth and three 
chaperones from our congregation will be taking a much shorter trip 
than what is usually required to travel to the LCMS Youth Gathering.  
This year's gathering (which occurs every three years) is being held in 
nearby Minneapolis, MN.  From July 11th thru 15th, our high school 
aged youth from Immanuel will be donning purple backpacks which are 
given to each of the nearly 30,000 participants.  They will experience 
this summer's gathering themed "Real. Present. God" with thousands of 
their peers from around the country and even from around the world.   
     The gathering will kick off with a mass event at the brand new US 
Bank Stadium on Thursday night where all the participants will gather 
together and hear from the Mass Event Emcees, sing praise songs with 
the gathering band, and be introduced to multiple aspects of this year's 
National Youth Gathering.  This is how each 
night will conclude after the youth spend their 
days at the convention center or nearby 
conference hotels attending various sessions 
to engage them in their faith.  These sessions 
will be led by itinerant speakers, youth pastors 
and leaders, faith-based organizations and others.  Sessions begin after 
all participants attend bible study which takes place each morning in 
groups based on hotel clusters.   
     Minneapolis will certainly be adding some "Flavor" to this year’s 
gathering as participants will have food options provided by some of the 
most popular vendors of the "Great Minnesota Get-Together." 
(Minnesota seems to think they've got a pretty good State Fair :-D )  This 
will also be the first time that gathering participants may be able to see 
the sun setting on a gathering day during evening mass events as US 
Bank Stadium, while indoor, has large glass doors and a half glass 
ceiling.  Our group will also take in a day at Valley Fair just south of the 
twin cities prior to the gathering.   
     We're looking forward to this experience and sincerely appreciate 
the support from the congregation.  We look forward to telling you all 
about it when we return.   
                                                                   Colby Reinking, Youth Director 
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VBS will be held Sun., July 21 through Thur., 
July 25 from 6-8pm, with a light meal served at 
5:30pm. Registration forms for children age 4 
through just finished 5th grade, are on the 
Welcome Desk or print from the church 
website. Volunteer helpers are needed in 
many areas! Food items are also needed! 
Signups for those are on the small green table 
in the Gathering Area. See Nancy Culpepper with any questions. 
     Lift off for an intergalactic adventure with Miraculous Mission: Jesus 
Saves the World. Explore God’s miraculous mission and learn about His 
plan of salvation from creation to the cross. 
 

Sunday School for grades Pk-8th grades.  Meets at 9:45am Sept.-May.  
 
 

 
 
 

Preschool News 
 

     Summer has begun and the classrooms are quiet.  Time for a little 
relaxation and rest for the teachers and aides.  
     Even though the classrooms are quiet work is still being done to 
prepare for the upcoming school year.  Classes will resume on August 22 
for the four-year old program and the 26th for the three-year old 
class.  We are looking at full classes for the 4’s program with a few 
remaining spaces in our 3’s classes.  If you know someone who is still 
looking for a faith-based, educational program let them know about us.  
     Cleaning of carpets, classrooms, and cabinets will be happening over 
the month of July.  Egg cartons, toilet paper tubes, lids for milk jugs, 
ribbon, fabric scraps, and greeting cards are items that we could always 
use.  If you have any of these items, you may bring them to church and 
put in the tote in the church entry. 
     Thank you for all your support and prayers. 
                                                                                Jackie Illian, Director 
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Music Ministry 
 

Music for VBS: Youth (Adults too!) opportunity to volunteer to lead 
music as a group during VBS. All youth interested in helping with music 
during VBS week, we will learn the music ahead of time. Please email 
me (ashley_kara@hotmail.com) back with interest. I'd like lots of kids to 
help sing and lead music! Send me (Ashley Ehrich) an email if you're 
interested and to let me know if you can make it to both or either of the 
practices, or all or some of the days of VBS (July 21-25). If you can't be 
there for everything, that's ok, you can still be included! We will practice 
twice before VBS starts.  
VBS Music Practices:  
July 17 at 6:30-7:30 p.m., 6th grade to Adult  
July 21 at 1:00-1:45 p.m., 6th grade to Adult  

 
Praise Band! Next practice Wednesday, July 3 & 10 at 6:30pm.   
 

Children's Chimes practice will resume August 5 at 6:00pm for 
children going into grades 1-5. 
 

Hand Bells practice resumes August 5 at 5:30pm for adults and those 
youth in grades 6 and up.  
 

Choir practice resumes August 7 at 7:15pm.  
 

Kid’s Praise Choir practice will resume in the fall. 

 
Fellowship 

 
Glowing Embers – Having met the end of June, our next get-together 
is scheduled for Thursday, August 1. Watch your Weekly News for place 
and time. 
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Service Opportunities 
 
Food Bank: Immanuel volunteers at the NE IA Food Bank on Lafayette 
St. in Waterloo from 4:30-6:00pm Sept. – May.  
 

Check the Welcome Desk for Summer Daily Volunteer needs at 
NE IA Food Bank! 
 

Readers & Greeters:  Please sign up at the Welcome Desk, if you 
would like to read our lessons or greet at the door. 
 

Presentation Assistant: If you are interested in learning how to run 
the Proclaim software we use during our service, tape our services, or 
perhaps operate the sound board, speak to Jon Illian, Tech Director. 
 

Women’s Ministry 
      

Summer Day Getaway! Join the women of Dorcas 
(LWML) for a day away at the Villa Comagena near 
Shellsburg, IA. Listen to Inge Schminke as she shares 
her personal experiences in Austria at the time of 
WWII. Enjoy a delicious, bountiful buffet lunch served 
in her charming home, prepared by Inge herself. After 
lunch, spend time in her gift shop, which features an assortment of 
Austrian imports. The date is Saturday, July 13. We will carpool from 
church, leaving at 10:30am. The cost is $20 per person. Gentlemen are 
also invited. Please RSVP to Jennifer Determan by Friday, July 5 at 319-
230-0244 or jenjendeterman@cfu.net 
 

Dorcas Society will help with the meal for VBS on July 24 and hold its 
next meeting on Thursday, August 22 at 6:30pm at the church.  
Margaret McCombs will lead a Quarterly Bible study, and everyone is 
asked to bring supplies for a school kit for Lutheran World Relief. See 
supply list at this website:  https://applications.lwr.org/wp-
content/uploads/SKAssemblyInstructions-2018.pdf  

 

mailto:jenjendeterman@cfu.net
https://applications.lwr.org/wp-content/uploads/SKAssemblyInstructions-2018.pdf
https://applications.lwr.org/wp-content/uploads/SKAssemblyInstructions-2018.pdf
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Chick Flick: Join us at the home of 
Laverne Kelderman, 3814 
Wynnewood Dr., CF on Monday, July 
8 for food, fellowship, and the flick 
In-Lawfully Yours. Sign up on the 
Welcome Desk – bring a friend! 
     Following both the death of her 
father-in-law and a divorce, Jesse, a New Yorker, returns to a small town 
to live with her now widowed ex-mother-in-law.  Jesse struggles to fit in 
with the local townsfolk who don’t welcome her with open arms.  Jesse, 
who is not a church goer, becomes acquainted with and falls in love 
with the local pastor.  Things become complicated for her when her ex-
husband suspiciously comes calling trying to win her back.  Jesse is 
tested as she seeks the answer to where she truly belongs. 

 
Adult Education 

  

Bible Study Opportunities: 
Sunday Adult Study – Pastor Kapanka leads a Bible study on Sunday 
mornings in the sanctuary from 10:00-10:45am.   
 
Women’s Bible Study—This women’s Bible study, led by Deb Staack, 
meets Tuesday mornings from 9:15-11:00am Sept. – May. Any 
interested women are welcome!  
 
At the Village – Kathe Kisling organizes a Bible study at the Village      
Co-op. New participants are always welcome. Contact Kathe 277-4097 
for info. The book of Ezekiel is the current study. 

 
Men’s Ministry 

 
Pancake Breakfast: The men of Immanuel will serve 
a pancake breakfast on Sunday, July 14. If you can help 
serve or clean up, contact Jeff Dawson.   
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Caring Ministry 
 

The GriefShare leadership team is offering grief support through 
monthly meetings during the months when there isn’t a GriefShare 
session.  There is no formal program at these meetings; they’re a time 
for fellowship and sharing. We invite anyone who’s interested to join us 
at these meetings. Next meeting will be Monday, July 8 at 4:00pm. 

     GriefShare is a national Christ-centered grief recovery support 
group. This 13-week program meets here each fall on Mondays at 
4:00pm and is led by Lois Bonefas. (The first fall meeting will be 
Monday, September 9.) If you are dealing with the death of a family 
member or friend, whether the loss is recent, or years ago, please 
consider this group.  

 
Love, INC Gas Card Gap Ministry:  If you are 
willing to meet briefly with clients who pick up gas 
cards here at Immanuel on Wednesdays between 
10:00-11:00, call Kathy Diehl. 
 

Many Thanks 
    
●   A couple of weeks ago, I held a bake sale at Immanuel to support my 
mission trip to partner with Alongsiders International in Cambodia. I 
hope everyone enjoyed their good food. I just wanted to say thank you 
to everyone who supported me and that all they gave allowed me to be 
able to take this trip and end up safe and sound in Cambodia. I want to 
give special thanks to the Dorcas Society for getting the word out and 
for donating food to sell and to the White family for helping me make, 
package and sell everything. I hope to have many adventures to share 
with you when I return.   Blessings from Phnom Penh, Sarah Rich 
●   Thank you to Bill Simmer, Pete, Kaylene, and Isaac Natvig, and Mel 
Buescher for helping with a small landscaping project for a Love INC 
client.  She had water in her basement this spring, so a load of topsoil 
was brought in to provide a positive slope away from her north wall to 
allow water to flow away from the house. A little grass seed was added 
to complete the project. 
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●  Thank you to Gary Christensen who put up the flagpoles purchased 
with memorial funds.  
●  Thank you to Isaac, Lydia & Anne Dawson for pulling up the weeds 
from our rocks. 
●  Immanuel’s 2019 Guide Book & Directory advertisers helped provide 
this resource at no cost to our congregation. We encourage you to think 
of them in the future as your needs arise:  Kobliska Chiropractic,       
Black Hawk Memorial Co., Professional Lawn Care, Polk’s Lock Service, 
Blueline Moving & Storage, Baymont Inn & Suites,                                 
Celia Simmer & Trapp Realtors, Care Initiatives -- Ravenwood 
 
 

 
 
 
If you have not yet fulfilled your building pledge, we encourage you to 
do so; if you have fulfilled your pledge, please prayerfully continue to 
give to the building fund to make our building payment.  
 

Change Challenge! Save your pocket change each week and drop it in 
the 5-gallon bucket in the church entryway.  All monies from the bucket 
will go towards the building fund.  We are over $9,455 collected! 

 

Contributions for June 
 

   Attendance           Offering                 Building        
 
 
 
 
   

Electronic Giving:  Would you find it helpful to have your offerings 
debited directly from your bank account as you probably do with other 
obligations? Immanuel offers electronic giving for those of you who 
wish to have your contributions transferred electronically to the 
church’s account. Contact the church office for more details. We have 
over 20 church families who use this easy option! 
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Buy SCRIP Gift Cards! From retail stores to restaurants, using scrip 
cards is easy! We keep many of your favorites on hand but can also 
order what you need. Not only are the cards great gifts but are handy 
for your everyday use. All families buy gas, buy groceries, and eat out. 
Why not use a scrip card? Immanuel keeps a percentage of each card 
purchased (and is given to the building fund)!  Buy scrip at the Welcome 
Desk or from the office. 

 
Other News 

 
Grounds Update: The scaled back plan for expansion of parking to the 
east has gone to the city for approval. Once approved, the plan will go 
out for bids. In the meantime, two soil samples have been drilled from 
the future parking lot area, one from the north end, one from the south 
end. Specific questions about the project can be directed to Pastor 
Kapanka, Melissa, or member Jeff Oltmann. 
  Just a reminder that pledge envelopes can be dropped into the 
offering plate. $67,367 has been collected of the $158,953 pledged. 
Extra pledge envelopes can be found at the Welcome Desk. 
     Additionally, fencing will soon be erected around all the outside air 
units. This was a directive from DHS for the safety of our preschoolers. 

 
Valley is enrolling for the 2019-2020 school year. 
If you would like a tour or to get more information 
about Valley, please contact Jamie Panning at 319-266-
4565 or jamie.panning@vlscrusaders.org. 

 
Reminder to Thrivent members to check their account(s) often.  
Thrivent is awarding "Choice Dollars" constantly to your accounts which 
you can direct to Immanuel.  If you need help or don't have a computer 
call Cheryl Lauer at 830-6818.  
 

mailto:jamie.panning@vlscrusaders.org
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Lutheran Church Extension Fund: More and more LCMS ministries 
are requesting LCEF loan funding across the Synod to build, remodel and 
more. New LCEF investors are needed to provide support for these 
ministries while they earn personal interest at the same time. 
     Now is the perfect time to consider opening an LCEF account. The 
Family Emergency StewardAccount has increased to 1.375%. The Young 
Investor StewardAccount starts out at 3.5% for the first $1,000 and the 
ConnectPlus (2-year term note for new investors) is at 3.0%. Contact 
Carole White, LCEF. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Please pray for these MEMBERS serving in the military: 
●  Cale Buck is serving as Drill Sargent at Ft. Leonardwood, MO.  
●  Blake Determan, Senior Airman, stationed at Beale AFB in CA.  He is 
a crew chief on the Lockheed U-2. 
●  SFC Jamie Stien is Military Instructor for ROTC at UNI. 
   
And these FRIENDS of the Congregation serving in the military: 

• Jonathan Chung, grandson of the late Ted Schuler, serving 
airborne stateside. 

• Senior Chief Jacob Gardner, grandson of Sandy McDonald.  
Stationed in Seattle with wife Anne and children Attica & Ava. 
(Navy) 

• Lt. Colonel Chad Lichty, grandson of Bill Foulk, stationed at 
Vance AFB, Enid, OK. 

• Ben McCombs, grandson of Margaret McCombs. (Navy) 

• Dylan Meyer, grandson of Doris Meyer, is stationed at Little 
Creek, Virginia Beach, VA. (Navy) 

• Colonel Kevin Minor, son-in-law of Deb Staack, working at the 
Pentagon. (Air Force) 

• 1st Lieutenant Ryan Richter, nephew of Barb Laue, serving in 
Afghanistan. (Marines) 

• Jessica Schmidt, family of Doug & Mary Schmidt. (Army) 
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July Birthdays 
1   
2  Genevieve Stien 
3  Rachel Beasley, Megan Immel, Doug Schmidt 
4   
5  Tim Chamberlin, Kendall Diehl 
6  Dan Klein, Pete Mangin  
7   
8   
9  Dawn Koehler, Anna Morse 
10 Dakota Hayes 
11 Charity Heide, Sally Timmer 
12 Dave Lellig 
13 Mary Schmidt, Erich Simmer, Jeff Smith, Kloey Stubberud 
14  
15  
16 Grant Daniels, Randal Hess, Kyle Jacobson, Kamilla Meyer,  
      Audrey Plum 
17 Fran Melsh 
18 Cory Allspach 
19 Owen Dawson, Joe Faust, Deb Newton 
20 Connie Kramer, Mildred Poock, Ruth Schutte 
21  
22 Jenny Ibendahl, Amanda Marquart 
23 Don Illian, Chris Panther 
24 Kendall Daniels, Lauren Dawson 
25  
26 Tom Brown 
27 Kaylee Beatty, Billy Foulk, Caybree McDonald,          
     Jon Staver 
28 Elizabeth Knief, Erin Rankin, Carlee Rodriquez 
29 Toni Forness, Donna Hamilton, Jacque Knief 
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30 Emma Borgwardt 
31 Diane Buck, Jacob Neisen, Sophia Wilson 
 

Members Celebrating 90+ Birthdays 
Mildred Poock, 7501 University Ave. 8A, Cedar Falls 50613 
Ruth Schutte, 421 Oak Ave. #226, Waterloo 50703 
 

Milestone Anniversary 
Mike & Brenda O’Brien will celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary on 
July 21. Address: 625 S. Hackett Rd. Waterloo 50701 

 
Minutes 

 
Board of Directors 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
June 11, 2019 

5:30 PM 
Available in the office. 
 

This Just In 
 
Baby Clothes Drive: Immanuel is hosting a baby clothes drive through 
Sunday, July 7. Donations of new or gently used baby clothes sized for 
newborns through 18 months will be donated to Alternatives Pregnancy 
Center. Clothes may be placed in the blue basket near the Welcome 
Desk.  
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