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From Our Senior Pastor: 
Each time I sit down to write an article for the annual report 
I am amazed at how fast the year has flown by.  2018 can be 
described as a year of “new beginnings.” The idea of a new 
beginning sounds redundant. Isn’t something a beginning if 
it is new? Yes and no. Immanuel congregation is more than 
135 years old, and we continue to strive for new and fresh 
ways to tell the “Old, old story.”  
     This past year we celebrated the old story of the 
Reformation anew. Throughout the fall and spring, we 
continued our focus on the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation under the title of “It’s Still All About Jesus.” 
Our new look at this old story included an examination of 
the Large Catechism of Martin Luther. We were introduced 
to “heroes” of the Reformation and we held our first 
Octoberfest.  
     Another old story that was given a new look was 
confirmation. This year we implemented the SPARC 
ministry. The nurture and development of our youth into 
fully committed adult believers has always been a priority 
for Immanuel. With the start of SPARC, we began a new 
chapter in this journey. SPARC stands for Students Pursuing 
Authentic Relationships with Christ. SPARC began following 
Easter when 4th and 5th graders were given their first 
catechism and workbook. They are to work through them 
with their parents. In July SPARC ventured all the way to 
Leadville Colorado to learn about God’s creation while 
camping, hiking on Mt. Massive and Mt. Elbert, fishing, and 
rafting. This September our youth explored Worship 101. 



We answered the questions “What is Lutheran Worship?” 
And “Why do we do what we do?” This included excursions 
to two other congregations to experience a highly liturgical 
service and a non-liturgical service. Then they worked 
together to plan a worship service including readings hymns 
and theme for the Last Sunday of the Church year. Our next 
adventure in SPARC was to learn about “Helping the 
Needy.” A 30-hour famine and lock-in were used to give our 
youth a feel for those in need both locally and around the 
globe. A big thank you to the Endowment committee for 
their generous gifts that allowed SPARC to get off to a 
wonderful start. 
     Speaking of Endowment, a new committee has been 
engaged in consolidating our numerous funds into a 
manageable and meaningful source of financial support for 
the work of God’s people here at Immanuel. This new 
committee brings a new look at an old issue. I am excited 
about how God has blessed our congregation and given us 
the ability of financially support the work He has given us.  
     Lastly, I want to highlight the work of the Missions 
committee. Their passion for sharing the good news with 
both the reached and unreached people of our world is 
spreading beyond the committee. We have for many years 
offered support for a few missionaries. But this year we are 
giving a focused attention to taking God’s Word into the 
lives of unbelievers. Our theme for the year is: “A year in 
Missions: Reaching the Unreached.” This year we are 
offering a small group bible study, a congregational trip to 
Mission Central, monthly mission minutes during worship, 
mission speakers, and a mission trip in the spring to share 
the love of God with the people of New Orleans. I am also 
challenging each family to identify a missionary that they 
can call by name and pledge to pray for them, get to know 
about their work and if so moved, provide financial support 
for them.  
     This has been a year of celebrating the old and beginning 
the new. I am excited about the what God has in store for 
Immanuel next year and the years to come.  
     Thank you for making it such a privilege to serve you here 
at Immanuel. 
                                                                              Pastor Kapanka 

 

2018 Church Statistics (through 10/31/18) 
  Baptisms:                                     7 children 
  Confirmations:          21 (2 adults/19 children) 
  Transfers In:                       28 (23 adults/5 children) 
  Profession of Faith                               10 (7 adults/3 children) 
  Transfers Out:                                                     5 adults 
  Release:                                                                             7 adults 
  Removed:                                                166 (inactive 5+years) 
  Deaths:         9 
  Average Weekly Worship Attendance:                             259 
(Does not include Palm Sunday or Easter) 

From our Visitation Pastor:  
2018 Senior Ministry and Shut-ins 

 

Once again, I have been given the task of reporting on our 

ministry to our Senior Citizens and Shut-ins.  

On Nov. 1, 2002, sixteen years ago, I was invited to begin 
calling on our Shut-ins with Word and Sacrament ministry.   
On Oct. 31st we had 70 individuals and couples on my shut-
in list.  17 of those (24 individuals) are still able to worship 
regularly, but I keep an eye on them to make sure I do not 
detect a sudden change in their worship habits. In which 
case, they are contacted to see if they would like me to 
bring them communion in their homes.  Eleven others are 
still at home, but are unable to make it to church, thus, as 
much as possible, I bring them the Word of God in their 
home every month.  Rose Davis and I also coordinate the 
delivery of worship discs to their homes every week if they 
want them.  We also have twelve Elder Care Facilities 
(nursing homes, etc.)  that are responsible for the physical 
care of one or more of our members.  (There are at least 21 
in our area.) As much as possible I visit each of the twelve to 
share the Word and serve the Body and Blood of our Lord.  
Whenever I find LCMS members of other congregations, 
and they are receptive to our ministry, I contact their home 
pastors for permission to minister to them.  At the present 
time I am seeing ten from surrounding congregations. Our 
Lord has powerfully enabled me to continue our ministry to 
our Senior Citizens and Shut-ins.  
                                                                                Pastor Illian 

 

Worship Celebrations: 
Lent:  During the six weeks of Lent, Pastor’s series The 
Gospel in Seven Words, asked us to imagine what we would 
say if someone unfamiliar with our Christian faith asked us 
to summarize the gospel. “In seven words or less, tell me 
what you believe as a Christian.” What would you say? Are 
you prepared at all times to confess your faith in Jesus?  
 
Acts: Following Easter, Pastor began a sermon series on the 
book of Acts as a lead in to our theme for this school year 
Missions: Reaching the Unreached. This book by the apostle 
Luke "records the progress of God's mission to reach the 
ends of the earth with the promise of forgiveness and 
everlasting life in Christ -- a mission that continues today as 
the Lord works through His Church." Members have been 
encouraged to bring their Bible and follow along. (This 
series concluded November 18.) 
 
Guest Speaker: In April, Tim Bickel, POBLO Advocate, was 
our guest. POBLO or People of the Book Lutheran Outreach 
effectively brings Christ to the world and to USA foreign 



newcomers with its own staff of ethnic missionaries.  
POBLO also educates Christians to do the same -- bridging 
cultural gaps, building relationships, and providing 
mechanisms for effective ministry.  Tim also led our Adult 
Bible Class between services featuring, “What Every 
Christian Should Know” that compared and contrasted 
Christianity with other world faiths.   
 
Theme Kick Off: On September 9, we kicked off our year in 
Missions with guest speaker Pastor Brett Smith, LCMS 
Mission Development Counselor with Mission Central. 
     Brent has served 16 years internationally and continues 
to connect weekly with over 100 missionaries around the 
world. He shared with us the news of what is really 
happening in missions through the LCMS. 
 
New Paraments: You may have noticed our beautiful new 
set of green paraments, including two frontlets for the altar 
(with a matching stole) purchased from memorial gifts and 
a new banner purchased with gifts given in honor of Pastor 
Illian’s 80th birthday. 
 
Special Door Offerings: Christmas Food Baskets, POBLO, 
former preschool family whose home was damaged in a 
fire, Mission Central, Robin Morelock – Mission Training, 
Pastor Appreciation 

 

Bible Study Celebrations:  
Sunday Morning:  Pastor 
Kapanka leads this Bible study.  
This year he concluded a 
study of the Large Catechism 
and began an in-depth study of 
Acts. 
 
Small Groups:  There were several small groups that met 
regularly throughout the year. The Tuesday Women’s Group 
concluded their study of the book of Nehemiah and began a 
study All Things New on 2 Corinthians. Folks at the Village 
Coop studied the book of Mark. The staff studied the book 
of Romans and 1 Corinthians. This fall, 50+ in small groups 
studied the book Xplore: Discover God’s Word, God’s World 
and God’s Work as part of our theme Missions: Reaching 
the Unreached. 

 

From Our Board of Directors: 
Immanuel’s Board of Directors meet monthly with the 
exception of June. We received regular reports from Melissa 
Lynch and Pastor Kapanka.   
     We rejoiced in many things that happened at Immanuel 
this past year.  An amazing new confirmation program, 
SPARC.  With this we hired a Confirmation Coordinator, 

Anne Dawson to work with Pastor Kapanka in 
recordkeeping progress of the confirmands, planning and 
coordinating retreats, events for Faith Alive, support and 
prayer to name a few.  The purchase of property adjacent to 
the church for a parking lot, playground, or however 
Immanuel sees fit for use.   We had well attended Lenten 
Soup Suppers and Worship.  And a good attendance at our 
Easter services and breakfast.  In June we celebrated Sharon 
Limback and Deb Newton’s retirement. Once again, a full 
house for our Preschool program. Fran Peters was hired as 
the new Preschool Secretary.  Flags have been purchased 
from our Memorial Fund for placement outside of the 
church.  
     In September we kicked off our year of the Missions.  We 
heard from a guest speaking with Mission Central to kick off 
the event.  A trip to Mission Central was enjoyed by many.  
Pastor has encouraged every member of the congregation 
to choose one Missionary to pray for on a daily basis and 
support their mission.  
     In October members of the Staff, Deacons and the Board 
of Directors met for a Retreat of Strategic Planning.  The 
group worked on Immanuel’s five-year plan and came up 
with areas that we would like to grow in.  SMART goals have 
been created to guide us through our journey. 
Throughout the year as a board we reviewed board policies, 
did a board self-review and a senior pastor review.   
God continues to bless us at Immanuel. 
        Tracy Faust, Board Secretary 
 
FYI: Our Biblical Core Values 

The Bible is true:  We believe and proclaim the Bible as the 
truth of God and as the sole source and authority of our 
faith and life. We strive to preserve this truth to the next 
generations. 
Worship:  We value worship as a community and in our 
personal lives.  
Family:  The family unit is the foundation for marriage, love, 
nurture, mentoring, security and Christian education.  
Education:  We support a strong and vibrant Christian 
educational ministry that reaches out to believers and 
unbelievers and helps to develop followers of Christ.  
Fellowship:  We are a church family, who values time and 
activities spent together.  
Service:  We strive to love and serve God and our neighbor, 
as Christ serves and loves us. 
Missions: We proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ locally, 
nationally, and globally.  (Added this year.) 

 

Church Family Celebrations: 
Church Potluck: The Mission Committee hosted am Ethnic 
Potluck following services on September 9.  Families were 
encouraged to bring an ethnic main dish to share. We had 



some interesting entrees! This was also an opportunity to 
learn more about missions and our plans with regards to 
the year’s theme. 
 
Retirement: In June, we celebrated with Mrs. Limback 
(Preschool Director and teacher) and Mrs. Newton 
(Preschool Secretary) their retirements from Immanuel 
Lutheran School after 38 years. The open house and 
program, held at VLS, was widely attended and a testament 
to their dedication to our children, this congregation, and 
our Lord. 
 
New & Familiar Faces: In the spring, Anne Dawson became 
our Confirmation (SPARC) Coordinator and this fall, our 
three’s preschool teacher.   
     Jackie Illian left her post as our Education Director and 
three’s preschool teacher to become our Preschool Director 
and four’s teacher.  
     This past summer we welcomed Fran Peters as our new 
preschool secretary. She is the mother of member Amanda 
L’Heureux. Having retired from full-time social work in MI, 
Fran has made the Cedar Valley her home.  
     The congregation is asked to pray for and support these 
women in their new roles! 

 

Congregation-Wide Projects: 
Country View Joy Tree: Members of 
Immanuel provided Christmas gifts for 30 
Country View residents. 
 
Food Bank:  The first Thursday of each 
month the Immanuel staff and other 
congregation members packed weekend food bags for 
school children, food bags for seniors, and 
sorted/repackaged various food stuffs such as potatoes, 
carrots, apples, and rice. 
 
Clean Sweep: Items in storage for the past 6+ years were 
sorted. Some items were made available to the 
congregation, some sent to Habitat Restore, some 
discarded, some retained for storage, some sent to IDE. 
Heartfelt thanks to the Mahncke family for allowing us to 
store many of our items in a climate-controlled area within 
their facility free of charge and for their assistance in 
moving those items on several occasions. 
 
In October the Mission Committee prepared a Christmas 
Box for the Wiens family to show our support for Scott, Ivy 
and their six children who are missionaries in Thailand. 
Items requested from the congregation were mailed out to 
the family in time for the Christmas holiday.  

 

From Our Board of Deacons: 

Just thrilled to see our congregation growing and cannot 
wait to see what is in place for the coming year.                                                        
Josh Schrum, Deacon Chair 

 

From Our Technology Director: 
We are blessed here at Immanuel Lutheran Church that we 
have invested in some fine technology and it is being put to 
good use. Updates to the Proclaim software has allowed us 
to use technology differently during the services, as it allows 
us to bring a greater variety of backgrounds as well as a 
large selection of premade videos to our service repertoire.  
     We are continuing to investigate new video recording 
equipment, which will allow a clearer video image for our 
shut-ins and people who view the service through the 
church’s YouTube site.  We are looking in to implementing a 
live stream video feed for our Sunday morning services to 
supplement the CDs that are delivered to our shut-ins. Look 
for more information on that to come.  
     We continue to look for volunteers to run the software 
and we encourage our members to volunteer in this area.  If 
you would like to become a part of the technology team, 
please contact Jon Illian at jonillian@immanuelcf.com and 
we can arrange training for you.  
                                   Respectfully submitted, Jonathan Illian 

 

Caring Celebrations: 

Our Caring Ministry is open to all Immanuel members.  
These are just some of the activities you could get involved 
with: 

 Christmas food baskets for those in need 

 Partners in Prayer Ministry 

 DVD Deliveries to shut-ins 
 

Love, INC:  Our partnership with Love 
INC includes financial support and 
participation in one of their GAP 
Ministries -- gas cards. We distribute 
up to four gas cards a month. Love INC sets up the 
appointments through their Clearinghouse. Clients come 
here to Immanuel at a specified time between 10:00 and 
11:00am on Wednesdays, meet with one of our members 
and receive their gas card, or if the situation warrants – they 
can be mailed.  Kathy Diehl is our Church Ministry 
Coordinator and attends Love, INC Board of Director 
meetings.  (Volunteers are always needed to distribute 
these cards!) 
 

GriefShare is part of a national Christ-centered grief 
recovery support group. This 13-week program, held here in 
the fall, is led by Lois Bonefas with the help of Deb Staack 
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and Fran Peters. The meetings are open to anyone dealing 
with the death of a family member or friend, whether the 
loss is recent, or years ago.  

 

From Our Preschool Director:  
It has been a busy couple of 
months as the Preschool Director 
and 4-year-old teacher.  The 
program is well underway with 
full classes in the morning and 
afternoon.  We have had a camping experience, field trip to 
the fire station, and hosted our Grandparent’s Day.  All 
these experiences were filled with learning about the 
creation that God has provided.   
     Daily, the children learn about God through our Jesus 
Time messages and activities.  It is great to see their eyes 
light up when they have learned something new.  Several of 
the children take the messages to heart.  If you ask them 
about the things that they have learned from the stories, 
they will be able to share with you the story, even tell you if 
you are wrong about it! 
     We are now busy preparing for the upcoming holidays of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Our Christmas program will be 
held on December 16 at 2:00 p.m. and we invite the 
congregation to attend. 
From the director side of things: 
     Our preschool once again passed and has renewed its 
DHS license.  We have an annual visit from our licensor each 
year, but this year was a renewal year in which a more 
thorough look is taken.   
     A lot of what is happening is me getting acquainted with 
the program and Iowa regulations.  There are trainings that 
I need to attend and reading that needs to be done.  All of 
this is so that we can make sure we are doing what is right 
and in the best interest for the children and families that we 
serve.   
     Continue to keep our program in your prayers as we start 
to enroll for next year in the coming months.  Our goal is to 
continue to grow our program and reach more families with 
the love of Christ.  Stop by and see our classrooms in action 
anytime.   
                                                                                    Jackie Illian                         
 
3-year-old Preschool: We have seven children in our 
Monday/Wednesday class and nine in our 
Tuesday/Thursday class. They are excited to learn and have 
been proud of their accomplishments. They get a big kick 
out of Pastor Kapanka telling them the “rules” (no laughing, 
no having fun, no learning…)  - “He’s silly!”  
     We work on developing language and social skills. We 
work to do things for ourselves, such as getting coats on, or 
asking someone to please move out of our spot rather than 

getting upset or telling the teacher.  We practice with 
shapes, patterns, counting, colors, letters, and more. Best of 
all, we get to pray and know that God hears us even though 
we are little. We have been learning about God’s creation 
and the stories of His people. I am learning, too. The Bible 
doesn’t actually mention a pizza tree in the Garden of Eden, 
but I’m told there was one… 
     This has been a real switch after working in an 
elementary school with roughly 600 students and over 60 
staff members, but I am enjoying it. This staff is small, but 
welcoming and supportive, and the kids’ families have been 
great. Cindy Grim deserves a big shout out.  She works 
alongside me and serves as a vital part of this program, 
bringing a smile to every face, sharing great ideas, and 
making everything run smoothly. 
     Best quote, delivered with a straight face and a what-
are-you-gonna-do-about-it attitude: “Pastor Apanka - we’re 
learning!” 
                                                               Anne Dawson, Teacher 

 

Education Celebrations: 
Sunday School PK-5 classes are continuing their walk 
through the Old Testament, starting this year with 
Numbers. The 6-8 grade class is using Alive with Jesus, a 
collection of Bible Studies that help guide junior high 
students through God’s unchanging Word, which is 
especially helpful in their changing lives. Thought-provoking 
questions encourage group discussion and engage students 
in Scripture.   
 
Vacation Bible School:  From 
June 10-14 the church was 
transformed into a riverscape for 
this year’s VBS theme Splash 
Canyon, where kids discovered 
that Jesus is by our side on life’s 
wild ride. The average daily 
attendance was 50. 
 
SPARC (Servants Pursuing Authentic Relationships with 
Christ):  Our new program has a lot of growing and polishing 
yet to do, but great things are happening. Serving on this 
committee are Pastor Kapanka, Amanda L’Heureux, Martha 
Reinking, Colby Reinking, Kris Kleiner, Andy Bedard, J.T. 
Reisdorph, and Anne Dawson. Angie Reisdorph, Josh 
Schrum, and Andy Bedard are serving the students and 
families in the role of Barnabas, encouraging them and 
helping everyone stay on track.  
     In April we presented twenty 4th and 5th grade students 
with My First Catechism books, to be completed with their 
families. Pastor led two brief meetings for these families as 
a check-in to make sure people knew what to do. A few 



have finished their books and met with Pastor to review for 
understanding; hopefully more families will be finishing 
soon. The next step for these students will be a Communion 
class led by Pastor during Lent. 
In July we took 31 people to Colorado and 
made lasting memories as we camped, 
rafted, climbed Mt. Massive and Mt. Elbert, 
studied God’s Word, and took in the 
beauty and power of His amazing creation 
together. Financial support from the Men's 
Group and the Endowment Fund helped 
make this trip possible at little cost to families! Thank you! 
     In August students had the opportunity to serve with the 
Red Cross as blood donation volunteers and donors. Thank 
you to everyone who came to give blood! 
     In September Pastor taught the first Faith Alive class, 
Worship 101, for grades 7-12. Attendance ranged from 8-13 
students. Study began with the Bible and Catechism. As part 
of this class, we worshipped with the congregations at 
Queen of Peace and Candeo, to give us perspective on what 
we value in our own services at Immanuel. Both 
congregations were very friendly, answering lots of 
questions and welcoming us to return again.  Everyone 
involved agreed that this was a valuable experience.  
     In October Pastor began the second Faith Alive class, 
Caring for the Poor. Attendance has been 9-11 students. 
Study began again with the Bible and Catechism, and 
incorporated materials from World Vision.  Our experiential 
component was a 30-Hour Famine lock-in, which included 
lots of games, construction of cardboard shelters in which 
most of us slept that night, several devotion/reflection 
times, and yes - a 30-hour fast! These young people were 
inspiring. Thank you to all who provided supplies for the 
event.  We purposely minimized the fundraising aspect of 
the 30-Hour Famine, yet still raised $1130 to send to World 
Vision to feed and care for hungry children. We also 
collected 190 lbs of canned goods for the NE Iowa Food 
Bank from our neighbors in the Immanuel area.  
     In 2019 Pastor will again be teaching Faith Alive classes, 
starting with Christian Friendship in January and The 
Resurrection of the Body in March.  After Easter, it will be 
time to start a fresh class of 4th/5th graders in the program. 
     As coordinator, I would love to hear feedback on the new 
program.  I welcome your questions, concerns, and 
constructive criticism; email me at 
dawsonannec@gmail.com. There are a lot of components 
to this, and we are working to provide meaningful 
instruction and experiences, and also to determine what is 
the best way to keep track of all the details and not be 
overwhelming to families.  Your input will be considered in 
our meetings and could help shape the program. 
                                                       Anne Dawson, Coordinator 
                                                                                 

From Our Youth Director: 
SPARC Implementation 
     With the implementation of SPARC, youth group has 
been going through a change that has enhanced student’s 
opportunities to engage in meaningful study of God’s word 
and the opportunity to apply it in their daily lives.  Since the 
high school youth have already been confirmed, their 
benchmarks are not being tracked as those who are 
currently in SPARC working towards commissioning.  
However, a decent contingent of youth have been actively 
participating, not only in our regular weekly bible studies, 
but also in the two Faith Alive series that have happened 
this fall.  It has broadened the experience and activities that 
the youth can now participate in, and I believe it will 
continue to enrich youth’s faith-based experiences.   
Faith Alive Events 
     The first Faith Alive series was titled Worship 101.  Our 
High School youth along with Junior High youth learned 
about the many elements of our Lutheran worship and why 
we worship in the ways that we do based on what God tells 
us in scripture.  We also experienced Christian worship 
services that are not Lutheran and had the chance to come 
back together as a group to reflect on the similarities and 
differences to our own.  From the perspective of preparing 
high schoolers to continue their faith, this was a perfect way 
to open our SPARC program.  As our high school youth 
graduate and move on to college, they will encounter 
worship styles different from their own.  Their experience in 
this Faith Alive has hopefully helped to lay a foundation to 
evaluate worship style in relation to what God intends in 
worship.   
     The most recent Faith Alive series was service to the 
poor.  Again, we looked to God’s word to determine why we 
should serve others, and our attitudes towards it when we 
do.  The highpoint of this series, and experiential element, 
was the 30 Hour Famine.  Participants began a fast after 
lunch on Friday, Nov. 2nd and then met at Church to begin a 
lock-in.  During the lock-in the group had many 
conversations, activities, and bible studies focusing on the 
realities of hunger and how God calls us to share our faith 
with those who live that reality.  This all while not eating 
themselves.  One of the first activities they participated in 
was making cardboard shelters that they would sleep in 
that night.  On Saturday, participants headed out into the 
community and gathered donations of non-perishable items 
to donate to our local Northeast Iowa Food Bank.  There 
were games, movies, Zumba, and plenty of other activities.  
At the end of the 30 hours we got a luxury that those who 
live in hunger don’t, we were served a Spaghetti dinner by 
the parents.   
Budget 
     The youth budget is in a good place currently, especially 
as it relates to being able to fund the youth’s trip to the 
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National Youth Gathering this coming summer.  Much of 
this is due to successful fundraising over the years.   
     Once again, the summer’s Sturgis Falls celebration 
fundraising efforts brought in over $2,000.  The 4th Annual 
Car show was also a successful event this year.  Despite 
unfavorable weather, the event still brought in nearly 
$1,500.  These events, more planned for the spring, and 
weekly offerings specifically allocated to the youth from 
members of the congregation have caused the youth 
budget to be in a comfortable position.  Prior to sending in 
our registration check for the gathering, the youth account 
was over $20,000.   
     While much of that amount will be used to send the 
youth to the National Gathering, it should also leave us with 
some funds for missions and ministry in addition to the 
gathering, which hasn’t been the case in prior years.   
Blood Drive 
     The youth were instrumental in being able to put on the 
American Red Cross blood drive in August.  They staffed 
registration and refreshments on the day of the event which 
saw over 40 units of blood donated, just meeting our 
congregation’s goal.   
National Gathering 
     Registration is in for the National Youth Gathering, and 
our group will have 13 youth attending with Colby, Martha, 
and Pastor leading.   
                                                                             Colby Reinking 
 

Women’s Celebrations:  
Advent by Candlelight:  This was the fifth year for Advent 
by Candlelight. Our theme was Jesus: Hope for the World. 
We had 20 tables this year with 120 women in attendance.  
Singer Mark Smeby was our musical entertainment. A Love 
offering was taken for The House of Hope. Many thanks to 

the great group of men who served the tables.  
                                                                      
Women Build:  Habitat for Humanity 
Ten members of Immanuel participated in the 2018 Women 
Build for Habitat for Humanity on Wednesday, May 16.  
Celia Simmer and Elke 
Gerdes sponsored the 
team.  We worked on 
the inside of a house on 
Eureka in Waterloo. A 
little of everything like 
framing in walls, stairs, 
etc. was done. 
 

Dorcas:    
·  January – We met at NewAldaya where Marilyn 
Schrum lead a Quarterly Bible Study and we disbursed 
mission funds as follows:  $200  to Love, Inc.; $200 to House 

of Hope; $200 to Eastern Iowa Food Bank; $200 to 
Missionary Wiens; $200 to Missionary Hansen; $200 to 
Valley Lutheran School; $200 to Lutheran Home for the 
Aged; $200 to IDE YWR, $200 to Alternatives for Women; 
$100 to Country View; and $100 to Camp IO-DIS-E-CA. 
·  February - We met at the Village Coop, played 
Hearts/Dice, exchanged Secret Sister gifts, and invited other 
ladies of the congregation to join us.  We also delivered 
Valentines and Snack Bags to shut-ins and had a cleaning 
day at Valley Lutheran. 
·  March – Joanne Hartman lead us in 
a Quarterly Bible Study. 
·  April – We had a guest speaker, 
Megan Tensen, and two young ladies 
from Try Pie Baker who spoke 
about their non-profit organization that empowers diverse 
teen girls in life and leadership skills through meaningful 
work.  
·  May – In May we had a fundraiser at Starbeck’s to raise 
funds for missions.  We ate our BBQ at the church 
then assembled flowers for Immanuel shut-ins. 
·  June – Several LWML ladies were able to attend the Iowa 
East District Convention in Cedar Rapids. 
·  July  - We met at the Wild Carrot in Waverly for breakfast 
then we watched the parade at Bartels Lutheran Retirement 
Community. 
·  August - We assembled 24 school kits for Lutheran World 
Relief. 
·  September – Jody Waterbury led a Quarterly Bible Study 
and we assembled 9 personal care kits for LWR. We also 
held a Bake Sale Fund Raiser for military flags for Valley 
Lutheran School. 
·  October – LWML Sunday was on October 14 and on 
October 18 we had a progressive dinner where all women 
from the church were invited.  
·  November - We will plan our 2019 events and meetings.  
·  In December we plan on Christmas caroling at local 
nursing homes and care facilities. 
We continue to invite all women of Immanuel to join our 
society! 
                                  Jen Determan 
 
Chick Flick:  Immanuel women met bi-monthly at the home 
of Laverne Kelderman for food, fellowship, movie, and 
discussion.  This year we watched All Saints, Wonder, I Can 
Only Imagine, I’m Not Ashamed, God’s Not Dead 3. Our next 
flick will be Unbroken on January 7.  

 

Men’s Celebrations: 
Pancake Breakfasts: On the 2nd Sunday of each month, the 
men of Immanuel flip pancakes and cook up sausage for the 
congregation. A free will donation is taken, with the 



proceeds to benefit mission and ministry. This is a great 
opportunity to fellowship, while enjoying our men at work! 
Some recent contributions went to help purchase gas cards 
for distribution through Love INC, to help with expenses for 
SPARC Colorado trip, and to purchase flags for VLS’ 
Veteran’s Assembly. 

 

Relationship Celebrations: 
Lenten Soup Suppers:  During the six weeks of 
Lent, members provided soups for Lenten 
meals.  The free will offering went to a 
member family facing unexpected medical 
bills.  $1094 was raised.  
 
Glowing Embers:  Kathy and I have more less fallen into the 

responsibility for our monthly Glowing 
Embers dinners.  On the first Thursday of 
every month about 25 to 30 of us (ages 
55 or more) gather in “the Bunkhouse” 
at the Cedar Falls Pizza Ranch.  In 

October, for a change of pace, we went to the Cross Roads 
Perkins Restaurant, and it went rather well.   Our usual 
routine is to sing, pray, visit, and eat to our hearts delight.  
Annually, at Christmas, we meet in a family’s home to 
celebrate the birth of our Lord with food, games, singing, 
bingo and gift exchange.  This year we will be meeting at the 
Village Coop on Dec. 6.  If any would like to join us you are 
welcome, but please call us to make sure we are properly 
prepared.                      
                                                                                Pastor Illian 
 
Sturgis Falls Days Ticket Sales, ID Validation, Beer Pouring:  
Thank you to all who participated in this year’s Sturgis Falls 
fund-raiser.  We had 100+ spots to fill during the annual July 
celebration! All money raised going toward expenses for the 
National Lutheran Youth Gathering in 2019. 
 
Oktoberfest Fall German Dinner:  On Saturday, October 27 
136 attenders enjoyed the accordion music of Ron 
Uhlenhopp, played a game of bingo or hammerschlagen, 
and most definitely enjoyed an authentic German meal 
prepared by LeeAnn Kleiner and the Kleiner family.  Adults 
had the choice of German Goulash with Spatzel Noodles 
and Red Cabbage or Bratwurst with Sauerkraut and German 
Potato Salad. Dessert was slice of Black Forest Cake or 
Apple Strudel. Thanks to our great volunteers who made 
sure the event went smoothly.  

 

 
 
 

From Our Music Director: 

There are five musical groups that meet 
regularly at Immanuel; Adult Choir, 
Praise Band, Adult Handbells, Children's 
Choir, and Children's Chimes.  
     Over the past year, our Adult 
Handbells group played a few times in the spring and into 
May. Based on our group membership levels, 2 octaves of 
handbells were featured in most pieces. The Handbells 
group often alternates playing at both 8:30 and 11:00 
services. Adult Handbells have almost an entirely new group 
of members this fall, and we are excited to work with those 
new members who have never played handbells 
previously. We now have enough ringers to play 3 octaves 
again in most of our pieces, and with bell boxes that are still 
full, our group would welcome more ringers for anyone 
interested in participating. 
     Children's Chimes practiced on Wednesdays last spring, 
and this fall practices were moved to Mondays. We are 
pleased to welcome the many new members we've gained 
this year. Since we have so many members, both chimes 
and bells have been used (as we wouldn't otherwise have 
enough chimes for all of our children!). The Children's 
Chimes group played in October and again in November this 
year, and we have been learning Christmas music for the 
Advent by Candlelight program, which will also be played on 
the first Sunday of Advent.  
     Praise Band has been re-familiarizing itself with some 
praise music pieces from last year as well as incorporating a 
few new songs. Last spring, Praise Band played music from 
the hymnal as well. Praise Band typically alternates services 
whenever possible and will occasionally play at both 
services. Our group gained a new member and lost a 
member over the summer. Praise Band also learned the 
music for Vacation Bible School and led music each night 
during the week of VBS. As Praise Band has been playing 
together for over a year, our group can incorporate 2 or 3 
songs into one service.  
     In 2017, the Adult Choir worked diligently to prepare the 
Christmas Cantata Carol of Christmas from the 1960s, which 
was performed on December 10. This year, the choir is 
working on a brand-new cantata, which was published in 
2018. Adult Choir sang at services in September as well as 
twice in October. The music titles included Lead Me, Lord, 
The Light of Glory, and Upon This Rock. Last spring, the 
Adult Choir sang at a variety of services, including Good 
Friday, Easter and Pentecost. Choir also learned psalm tone 
introits for a couple of Sundays to sing with the 
congregation at the beginning of the services. Choir has 
gained new members for the cantata and regular member 
attendance has also risen, with sometimes more than 10 
people singing special music during a Sunday service.  
                                                                             Ashley Ehrich 



Other Music Celebrations: 
Children’s Choir:  Our children’s choir rehearses on Monday 
evenings and sings for various church services throughout 
the year.  We are blessed to have a large group of 
enthusiastic singers! Sharon Limback is the leader. 

 

Building Related: 
The following are some of the items 
related to our building which we dealt 
with this year: repairs to the flashing 
around some of our windows, filling 
and asphalt patching was done to 
some of the settled areas in the 
parking lot, investigation continues 
into the peeling of areas of the sanctuary ceiling, land to the 
east was purchased for future parking. 
     In additional to the regular goings on here at Immanuel, 
our building was used this year for funerals, weddings, 
birthday celebrations, graduation open houses, a Red Cross 
blood drive, Central Rivers Speech therapy, LCMS Deaf 
Ministry, a SPARC lock-in, and the premier of CRAVE by 
Brothers in Christ Productions. 
 

Building Savings: 
Beginning balance (12/31/17)                            $ 71,209.04 
   Deposits 
     Interest Income          $227.42 
     Bucket change            $301.92 
   Withdrawals                                      $5,096.00  
 
Ending Balance (10/31/18)                 $66,642.38 
 
Loan Balance $1,935,907.13 + $147,514.00 

 

Other Committees: 
Mission Committee: The purpose of the missions 
committee is to educate and engage the congregation 
to support the work of Christian missionaries that His 
glory may be known among the nations, His marvelous 
works among all the peoples. (Ps 96:3) 
     At last year’s annual meeting, the congregation voted 
to adopt two missionary families:  the Hansons and the 
Wiens.  Support includes, not only financial support, but 
also prayers—prayers for encouragement as they 
struggle with bureaucracy, adjusting to foreign cultures 
and that they find people of peace with which to share 
God’s word. 
     An important element for engaging the congregation 
is that they meet missionaries.  The mission committee 
has met with several and many of them have been 
introduced to the congregation.  They are: 

Sara Merrill, Kenya 
Tim Bickel (PABLO) 
Sam & Emily, India 
Scott and Ivy Wiens, Thailand 
Carl and Chen Hanson, Hong Kong 
Burton Adrian, Indonesia 
Matt Miller, Siberia 
Miadar and Nansol, Mongolia 
Duane Neister, Belize 
Paul Krueger, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 
Matthew and Kali Wood, Indonesia 
The Birch family, Belize 

     This year’s church theme is Reaching the Unreached.  
Pastor Kapanka has prepped the congregation by 
preaching on the book of Acts, which tells how the early 
Christian church spread the Gospel to the unreached.  
Each month from September to May, there are various 
missions’ activities planned.  In September we had our 
kickoff with a potluck featuring ethnic foods and Brent 
Smith from Mission Central.  In October we gathered 
items for a care package for the Wiens, our missionaries 
to Thailand.  In November we had a trip to Mission 
Central where we visited with the Birch family, a 
missionary to Belize.  Additionally, each month one of 
the mission committee members is 
giving the children’s message during a 
Sunday service and introducing an 
unreached people group for us to pray 
for.  The small group book study is 
Xplore, a workbook that shows us 
ways we can support spreading the 
gospel. 
     January thru May of 2018, 4 more 
Immanuel members attended the Perspectives on the 
World Christian Movement.  The main points of 
Perspectives are to show how God has a heart for 
saving all people, teach the history of mission work, and 
demonstrate how the unreached can be most 
effectively reached.  We thank the endowment fund for 
providing $100 scholarships to Immanuel members. 
     In spring the Immanuel mission committee hosted 
the Next Steps Conference.  From the book of 
Revelation, we see that God’s mission work is 
accomplished.  In this forum we contemplate how we 
can be a part of it.   
     It’s been in Immanuel’s prayers to raise up someone 
from our congregation for missionary service.  Robin 
Morelock stepped up and spent three weeks in October 
training in Kansas City with All Nations.  Her internship is 
online.  Next summer she will visit missionary sites to find a 
good fit and then begin learning the language.  We thank 
the endowment fund for providing $2500 for her training. 
                                                                            Bob White 



Endowment Committee: 
Funded through various endowments: 
 
 
Perpetual Trust Fund: (4/30/18) 
 
Endowment Fund Savings: (10/31/18) 
 
Oetting Scholarship Fund: 
 
Memorial Fund: (10/31/18) 
  
                 $22,187.35 
 
2018 Disbursements: 
 
Other Funds in Savings: (10/31/18) 
 
The Committee are in the process of consolidating all the 
funds that make up the Endowment Fund for investment 
purposes.  We will be conducting a 2nd, more in-depth 
round of interviews with identified financial advisors.  We 
should reach a decision by the end of the year. 
     Also, we are re-working the Oetting Scholarship 
application criteria.  We will be going to a point system, 
hoping to open scholarships up to more college students.  
We plan to have that finalized for the next years applicants. 
                                                                               Jenny Newton 

 
Financial Information can be obtained through the church 
office 

 
 
 

2018 Financials (Jan-Oct 31): 
                 $538,106.16 

 
 
Financial Information can be obtained through the church 
office 
 
 

In all we do and say to God be the glory! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


