
Communication: Old Testament 
Scripture: 
Exodus 24:4-8 
First, Moses tells the Israelites all the words and decrees from God. They then respond that they 
will do everything God says. After that, Moses writes down all that God said and decreed and 
then he makes an altar to the Lord and kills some oxen. He then reads from what he wrote 
down, which is called the Book of the Covenant, and sprinkles some of the oxen blood on the 
people while they once again promise to do everything God says. Here we get the first 
covenant. 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Here God tells the prophet Jeremiah that he is going to make a new covenant, because the 
people of Israel are unable to keep their end of the agreement in the first covenant. This new 
covenant is the same as the first, but when it happens God will put it on his people’s hearts to 
know him as their God and he will forgive their iniquity and sin. Here we get the new covenant 
 
Luke 24:26-27, 44-48 
Jesus says the Hebrew Bible is the Word of God concerning himself 
 

● Hebrew Bible has 24 books, in 3 divisions; Torah, Prophets (4 former Joshua, 
Judges, Samuel, Kings, 4 latter Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Book of 12), Writings 
(Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, 
Esther, Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles.) 

● Qumran has copies of all the OT books we have except Esther It also has a few 
extras like Tobit, Jubilees, and Enoch. The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in 
1947 from about 170 BC to 70AD, about 100 copies of Hebrew Bible books. 

● Septuagint, from Latin word septuaginta for 7O first arose somewhere around 
150-300BC 

○ reflects Christian bible ordering 
● Jewish use at the time of Jesus reflects Jesus’ use of the OT 
● Septuagint codices from 2nd-4th century 
● Council of Trent 1545-46 

○ 1869-70 vatican 1 says the vulgate, as they have it, is divine scripture but 
call the Apocryphal books deuterocanonical 

 
 
Worldview: 

● The Hebrew Bible is about God making promises to us. 
● In order to receive God’s gracious promises he must be our God and we his people. 
● The first covenant of God was not faulty, rather it set up the second covenant. 
● The second covenant is intertwined in the Hebrew Bible. 
● The Hebrew Bible is about Jesus. 



● The Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament) is kind of amazing. 
● Non-canonical books about God or his people can be helpful or very dangerous. 

 
Practice: 

● Read and hear the Old Testament to understand God’s promises for you and the world 
better. 

● Read and hear the Old Testament to understand who Jesus is better. 
● Read and hear the Old Testament as your family history book. 
● Always test books and ideas against the canon. 

 
This Christ in Common recap covers our Old Testament discussion. On a very simple level, the 
Old Testament is a term used by Christians to make a distinction between books that were 
written before the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, as opposed to books written after that 
time. However, there is a lot more than that going on here, so let’s dig in. 
 
We start with a foundation in Scripture and begin with Exodus 24:4-8. In this section we see a 
few things. First, Moses tells the Israelites all the words and decrees from God. They then 
respond that they will do everything God says. After that, Moses writes down all that God said 
and decreed and then he makes an altar to the Lord and kills some oxen. He then reads from 
what he wrote down, which is called the Book of the Covenant, and sprinkles some of the oxen 
blood on the people while they once again promise to do everything God says.  
 
The oxen blood throws us off a bit when we hear it because we don’t do that sort of stuff. It was 
significant though for the people of Israel because it said that there was peace between them 
and God and that they were in a covenant with God now. A covenant is a binding agreement, 
and the way testament is used, as in the Old Testament, it is the same as covenant. So this was 
a testament between them and God. 
 
This means we could also call the Old Testament the Old Covenant, although the term “old” 
might be misleading, and perhaps “first” is better. The covenant was based upon all the 
promises God made to people before Jesus began to fulfill them, and for the Israelites in 
particular, it was grounded in the promises around the Passover event. There God explains 
himself as the God of their history, God claims them as his people and he will be there God, he 
redeems them from slavery, he uses lamb’s blood to mark them so death would passover their 
households, and he shows them how to live in his creation as his people and promises them 
peace. 
 
The first covenant the Israelites agreed to uphold rested on two basic things, keeping God as 
their only god and living like his people. The Israelites, in general, had difficulty doing both. 
 
This leads us to Jeremiah 31:31-34. Here God tells the prophet Jeremiah that he is going to 
make a new covenant, because the people of Israel are unable to keep their end of the 



agreement in the first covenant. This new covenant is the same as the first, but when it happens 
God will put it on his people’s hearts to know him as their God and he will forgive their iniquity 
and sin. So, what we see here and elsewhere in the Old Testament is that the second covenant 
is interwoven in the first covenant as the first looks towards the second happening. So, calling it 
the old testament or covenant may not be the most accurate way of thinking about it. Another 
way to think of it, as some still do, is as the Hebrew Bible. 
 
Next let’s look at Luke 24:26-27 and 44-48. Very simply, Jesus says that the Hebrew Bible is the 
Word of God concerning himself. Once Jesus opens up the disciple’s eyes to that fact, they 
easily see Jesus everywhere in the Hebrew Bible, which once again, we usually refer to as the 
Old Testament. And so Jesus fulfills the new or second covenant. 
 
That gives us some great foundation in Scripture to understand the general purpose of the 
Hebrew Bible. Now let’s take a look at some of the historical facts of how it came to be known 
as the Old Testament we have today. 
 
The Hebrew Bible has twenty four books, in three divisions: 
 
The first division is the Torah, which are the five books of Moses. They are Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 
 
The second division is the Prophets. There are the four former prophets; Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel, and Kings. Notice how the Hebrew bible doesn’t separate Samuel or Kings into two 
books each.  
 
Then there are the four latter prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Book of 12. 
 
The book of  twelve is all the shorter prophetic writings, we would call them the minor prophets 
like Haggai or Malachi, but they are all in one book, the book of 12.  
 
After that is the Writings which are: Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, 
Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra and Nehemiah put together, and Chronicles as 1 book 
instead being split into two. 
 
The Hebrew Bible combines books that our Old Testament splits up. In the end though, the 
twenty four books of the Hebrew Bible equals the 39 of the Old Testament we have today. 
 
In 1947 in the region of Qumran the Dead Sea scrolls were discovered. These scrolls date from 
170BC to 70AD and were used by a group of Jewish people called the Essenes. Among the 
scrolls were about 100 copies of all the Hebrew Bible books except Esther. Many of the scrolls 
are partial books while some are nearly complete! They are the oldest manuscripts we have of 
books of the Hebrew Bible. 
 



Around the same time as the Essenes, and perhaps a little earlier, a Greek version of the 
Hebrew Bible was becoming very popular since Greek was the standard language of the day. It 
is called the Septuagint, which means seventy in Greek. The number seventy refers to the story 
that seventy or sometimes seventy two scribes sat in separate rooms and made translations of 
the Hebrew Bible into Greek and they were all exactly the same.  
 
The Septuagint takes the books of the Hebrew Bible and orders them in the way our Old 
Testament orders them now. The Septuagint also included some books that were not in the 
Hebrew Bible, such as Maccabees, Judith and Tobit. Sometimes these extra books are called 
the Septuagint Plus. The Septuagint became the norm for early Christians because Greek was 
their language, until Latin started to dominate that is. 
 
As Latin became more popular the Septuagint was translated from Greek into Latin, and so the 
extra books that were not in the Hebrew Bible began being taken for granted that they belonged 
as part of the Old Covenant writings. But then Jerome came along… 
 
Jerome was a very well educated Church Father who was born around 346AD. He was 
translating the Septuagint into Latin when he discovered that the Greek Septuagint differed from 
the Hebrew Bible. So rather than translate from a translation Jerome translated the Hebrew 
Bible into Latin. In order to do so he needed to rely on Jewish teachers to help him. He 
translated the Septuagint Plus into Latin as well, but with a caveat. The Septuagint Plus had 
already been set apart as outside the official collection of books of Scripture by people like 
Athanasius in 367AD, and so when Jerome makes it clear that books not found in the Hebrew 
Bible should not be allowed to determine doctrine he isn’t making a new decision for the 
Church, he is just affirming a standing one. He also affirms that these extra books can still be of 
good use to the Church and this begins the time when these books become concretely defined 
by the term Apocrypha. The Septuagint plus are the Apocryphal books we have today. 
 
Jerome’s Latin version of the Hebrew Bible and Apocryphal books eventually became the 
standard for the Church. It was the common Bible, and so it became known as the Vulgate, 
since vulgate means common. 
 
Around the time of the Reformation theologians started translating the Bible into their own 
languages and in response the Roman Catholic church at the Council of Trent in 1545 stated 
that the Latin Vulgate is the official bible of the Catholic church and that the Hebrew Bible books 
and the Apocryphal books carried the same weight. It was not until Vatican 1 in 1869 that the 
Roman Catholic church made a distinction saying that the Apocryphal books were 
deuterocanonical, which is a fancy way of saying they are secondary to the official collection of 
books of Scripture found in the Hebrew Bible. 
 
That was a lot of historical facts very quickly, phew. To put it all together though we see that our 
Old Testament is the same as the Hebrew Bible in content, but reflects the ordering of the 



books in the Greek translation. The books that are part of the Apocrypha may be interesting, but 
they shouldn’t be used to understand or define Church doctrine. 
 
When we take all of that foundation and put it together we get several Worldview points. 
First, the Hebrew Bible is about God making promises to us. Second, in order to receive God’s 
gracious promises he must be our God and we his people. Third, the first covenant of God was 
not faulty, rather it set up the second covenant. Which leads us to the fourth worldview point, 
which is that the second covenant is intertwined throughout the Hebrew Bible. Fifth, therefore, 
the Hebrew Bible is about Jesus. Sixth, when we think about all of this, the Hebrew Bible, our 
Old Testament, is kind of amazing. I mean, come on, think about the history of it all. And last, 
the non-canonical books about God or his people can be helpful, or dangerous, depending on 
how they are read and understood. 
 
All of those Worldviews leads us to some real practical outcomes, which are: 
First, read and hear the Old Testament to understand God’s promises for you and the world 
better. Second, read and hear the Old Testament to understand who Jesus is better. Third, read 
and hear the Old Testament as your family history book. And fourth, always test books and 
ideas against the official collection of books of Scripture. There are a lot of books out there that 
have Christian themes or ideas that can be helpful, but there are also a lot out there that could 
be detrimental to yours or someone else’s faith if you put more trust in them than in what 
Scripture says. 
 


