
Communication: Listening 
Scripture: 
Deuteronomy 4:1-14 
Moses tells the people of Israel to listen to the direction given by God in the ten commandments 
and he makes it clear that listening involves doing what God says. Moses also describes how 
God gives his people understanding and wisdom of the world. Basically, God tells his people 
how the world is to work.  
 
Deuteronomy 9:13-10:11  
Here is a recap of how the Israelites mess things up pretty bad by making a golden calf idol for 
themselves. God is so angered by this that he justifiably is going to destroy the Israelites and 
start over with Moses. Moses intercedes for the Israelites by appealing to God’s character of 
mercy. God listens to Moses and he does not destroy them. God is near to those who listen to 
him and not only does he hear the prayer of Moses, he listens and does what Moses asks him 
to do. God listens and reacts in mercy therefore glorifying his righteousness. 
 
Mark 9:2-8 
Jesus is transfigured before three disciples and God the Father says that Jesus is his Son and 
that we are to listen to Jesus. In other words, Jesus reveals to us who God is and about his 
ways and commands and what the plan for salvation is.  
 
Luke 10:38-42 
In this section of scripture Mary is commended by Jesus because she is being still and listening 
to him. Unlike Martha, who is acting without listening. 
 
Worldview: 

● God reveals to his people who he is, how to live in his creation, and his plan for 
salvation. 

● Listening is a sign of regard and acknowledgement in a relationship. 
● Listening causes a reaction in the hearer. 
● Jesus is God speaking to us. 
● Before we can listen and react, we need to be still. 

 
Practice: 

● Listen to Jesus and what he says through his Word, don’t tell him how the world works 
● Active listening 

○ Start from a neutral position 
○ Repeat what you are hearing often  
○ Ask for clarification if needed 
○ What are the implications for you? 
○ Follow through 

 



One of the most basic elements of communication is listening. As we discuss how God 
communicates with us and how we communicate with others we must first understand how to 
listen. 
 
We start with a Foundation in Scripture. The first section we look at comes from Deuteronomy 
4:1-14. In this section of scripture Moses tells the people of Israel to listen to the direction given 
by God in the ten commandments and he makes it clear that listening involves doing what God 
says. Moses also describes how God gives his people understanding and wisdom of the world. 
Basically, God tells his people how the world is to work. Another interesting aspect of this 
section of scripture is that Moses says that God is near to those who listen to him. And that 
leads us into the next section of scripture. 
 
In Deuteronomy 9:13 through chapter 10:11 we get a recap of how the Israelites mess things up 
pretty bad by making a golden calf idol for themselves. God is so angered by this that he 
justifiably is going to destroy the Israelites and start over with Moses. Moses intercedes for the 
Israelites by appealing to God’s character of mercy. God listens to Moses and he does not 
destroy them. God is near to those who listen to him and not only does he hear the prayer of 
Moses, he listens and does what Moses asks him to do. 
 
Next is Mark 9:2-8 where Jesus is transfigured before three disciples and God the Father says 
that Jesus is his Son and that we are to listen to Jesus. In other words, Jesus reveals to us who 
God is and about his ways and commands and what the plan for salvation is. 
 
The last Scripture is Luke 10:38-42. In this section of scripture Mary is commended by Jesus 
because she is being still and listening to him. Unlike Martha, who is acting without listening. 
 
This Foundation leads us to several worldview points. First, God reveals to his people who he 
is, how to live in his creation, and his plan for salvation. He communicates with us and so 
second, we need to listen and listening causes a reaction in the hearer. It is different than just 
hearing. Third, listening is a sign of regard and acknowledgement in a relationship. That’s an 
important thing to remember. Fourth, Jesus is God speaking to us. And last, before we can 
listen and react, we need to be still. 
 
Those worldview points give us some practical outcomes. The everyday practical outcomes are 
helpful for when we are listening to Jesus as well as to those around us. First of all, we should 
listen to Jesus and what he says through his Word by being still first. The opposite of this would 
be telling Jesus who God is, how the world works, and what he does. Second, is active listening 
which involves some steps.  

● The first step in active listening is starting from a neutral position. Don’t just be waiting to 
give your input our opinion.  

● The second step is to repeat what you are hearing often. 



● The third step is to ask for clarification if needed. When we listen to Jesus through his 
Word this means to consult other brothers and sisters. When listening to someone else it 
means asking them questions to make things clearer. 

● The fourth step is to consider what the implications are for you as you listen. In other 
words, how is listening going to cause you to react? 

● The last step is to follow through on the implications. This is the doing part, and as you 
can see now, it doesn’t come until the end. 

 
Listening, especially active listening, is a simple concept that takes work to put into practice, but 
it leads to better relationships with God and those around you.  
 
 
 


