
Identity: Judaism 
Foundation: 
There are three main foundational resources for Judaism beyond what Christians refer to 
as the Old Testament. 

● The Midrash is a commentary on scripture. 
● The Mishnah interprets the Law. 
● The Talmud is like a commentary on the Mishnah. 

 
Major “denominational” developments in history. 

● The destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70AD changed things dramatically for 
Judaism. There was no longer a place to offer sacrifices and pilgrimage too for festivals. 
This event also wasn’t predicted by the Old Testament prophets, so in a way it left 
Judaism to reinvent itself.  
 

● After the Temple’s destruction the Sadducees disappear and the Pharisees morph into 
the more general idea of Rabbis. Rabbis interpret what it means to be Jewish for the 
people. Orthodox Judaism is the closest stream of Judaism as to what existed shortly 
after the Temple’s destruction.  
 

● In 1698, with a heavy influence of Mysticism, the Hasidic stream of Judaism began. The 
sect is very similar to Orthodox buts also adds some things in order to be more pious. 
The Hasidim means “righteous ones”. 
 

● In the early 1800’s the Jewish people were facing more and more integration with other 
cultures and religions. The result was a radical departure from the religious practice of 
Orthodox Judaism. This Reformed sect highlighted the aspects of Judaism that made 
people ethnically Jewish and largely left the religious practices and scriptural authority of 
the Orthodox behind. 
 

● In the late 1800’s there was a reaction to the extremism of the Reformed movement from 
which the Conservative sect grew. Conservative Judaism decided to not toss out all of 
the religious practice and scriptural authority, and found a middle ground between 
Orthodox and Reformed. 
 

● It should be noted as well that throughout history there has been Christian Judaism. 
These are people who are ethnically Jewish, and who still hold to some of the practices 
of the Old Testament, but who understand that Jesus is the Messiah and that he has 
also ended the need for the sacrificial system and temple. 
 

Worldviews for the various streams of Judaism  
● Reformed: Being God’s chosen people is about birth lines and adaptation. The messiah 

sure, whatever. 



● Conservative: Keep what makes us distinctly Jewish. Messiah yes, whatever that 
means. 

● Orthodox: Right from the book. Messiah for sure, he is yet to appear 
● Hasidic: Giving the book some flare. Messiah for sure, he is yet to appear to tell us how 

good we are. 
● Christian: Jesus is the Messiah. God has been and is keeping his promises to the 

chosen people of the Old Testament through Jesus. 
 
Understanding Judaism as Christians 
Scripture:  
Isaiah 11:1-12 
We see in this section a description of the Messiah. He is from David’s line. He will rule the 
world, bring peace, gather God’s people (specifically the Israelites), and everyone will know the 
one true God. From the perspective of Judaism, Jesus does not fit these criteria because Israel 
has not been gathered, there isn’t peace, he doesn’t rule the earth. For the Christian 
perspective see the New Testament scriptures below. 
 
Jeremiah 33:14-18 
Once again we see that God promises the Messiah. From the perspective of Judaism Jesus 
does not fit the criteria because he does rule on David’s throne and the temple is destroyed so 
the sacrificial system is gone until it can be rebuilt. For the Christian perspective see the New 
Testament scriptures below. 
 
Colossians 1:15-23 
This section lays out well the understanding of how Jesus fits the Old Testaments depictions of 
him above. Jesus reconciles the world with God through the sacrifice of himself. Ending the 
need for the sacrificial system and the temple at the same time bringing everlasting peace 
between God (heaven) and those who trust in Jesus. Jesus rules all of creation currently (the 
earth as we know it is part of it) yet until the end comes what that means will not be fully 
realized. When it does happen, there will be none that can deny who Jesus is. 
 
John 18:33-38 
Being questioned by Pilate Jesus makes it clear that his Kingdom is not of this world alone. The 
Judaism idea of an “earthly” king is too small for what God has planned for his people. 
 
Mark 13:1-23 
While the destruction of the temple was not predicted by the Old Testament era prophets, Jesus 
tells us it will happen. The temple is no longer needed since Jesus was the final and perfect 
sacrifice that brings eternal reconciliation between God and his people. The glory of God and 
where to find him is now Jesus, not the temple. Jesus also makes it known that fake messiahs 
will come and lead people astray and away from knowing him. 
 
 



As Christians who have new life with Jesus we often talk about Judaism since in it we find our 
roots, in fact, scripture is clear that all those who share the faith of Abraham are part of the 
family promised to him, making all believers in a sense the true Israel, regardless of whether we 
are ethnically linked to the Israelites. However, the Judaism we often reference in Christianity is 
in many ways different than the Judaism that people identify with today. We understand 
Christianity to be the continuation of Judaism and so it makes sense that there would be a 
divergence in belief and practice for those ethnically Jewish people who deny Jesus being the 
Christ after his ascension.  
 
To get a handle on Judaism today we start a long time ago to find the foundation. While one 
would expect the main foundation to be the Hebrew Bible (or the Old Testament scriptures as 
we call them), a commentary on the scriptures call the Midrash, already developing during 
Jesus’ time was a primary driver for understanding it. Alongside it, the Mishnah was forming, 
which the Pharisees claimed was an oral interpretation of the Law dating back to Moses. By 
200AD the Talmud was forming, which was a commentary on the Mishnah. These sources 
become the primary sources for understanding how to be Jewish after Jesus ascends to the 
Father. 
 
After Jesus ascends, the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70AD changed things 
dramatically for Judaism. There was no longer a place to offer sacrifices and pilgrimage too for 
festivals. This event also wasn’t predicted by the Old Testament prophets so in a way it left 
Judaism to reinvent itself.  After the Temple’s destruction the Sadducees disappear and the 
Pharisees morph into the more general idea of Rabbis. Rabbis interpret what it means to be 
Jewish for the people. They do so through and with Midrash, Mishnah, and Talmud. Orthodox 
Judaism is the closest stream of Judaism as to what existed shortly after the Temple’s 
destruction.  
 
Fast forward in history to 1698 and we see, with a heavy influence of Mysticism, the Hasidic 
stream of Judaism began. The sect is very similar to Orthodox buts also adds some things in 
order to be more pious. The Hasidim means “righteous ones”. Outward appearances and dress, 
which are important, make it difficult to distinguish the Hasidim from Orthodox. 
 
Then in the early 1800’s the Jewish people were facing more and more integration with other 
cultures and religions. The result was a radical departure from the religious practice of Orthodox 
Judaism, and certainly Hasidism. This Reformed sect highlighted the aspects of Judaism that 
made people ethnically Jewish and largely left the religious practices and scriptural authority of 
the Orthodox behind. Influenced by the Enlightenment and over 2000 perceived years of silence 
the intervention of God in the lives of his chosen people, as well as promises made by God, 
came into question. 

 
While the Reformed movement made being culturally savvy easier, there was a feeling among 
some Jewsih people that something was lost. So, in the late 1800’s there was a reaction to the 
extremism of the Reformed movement from which the Conservative sect grew. Conservative 



Judaism decided to not toss out all of the religious practice and scriptural authority and found a 
middle ground between Orthodox and Reformed. 
 
It should be noted as well that throughout history there has been Christian Judaism. These are 
people who are ethnically Jewish, and who still hold to some of the practices of the Old 
Testament, but who understand that Jesus is the Messiah and that he has also ended the need 
for the sacrificial system and temple. For them the destruction of the temple makes sense and 
its occurence does not call into question the promises God made to the Israelites of the Old 
Testament era. 

 
Since we believe Jesus is the messiah promised in the Old Testament it is helpful for us 
to understand how these sects of Judaism view the messiah. So, to put this in a rather 
generalized, but helpful understanding, here are the worldviews for the various streams 
of Judaism:  

● Reformed: Being God’s chosen people is about birth lines and adaptation. The messiah 
sure, whatever. 

● Conservative: Keep what makes us distinctly Jewish. Messiah yes, whatever that 
means. 

● Orthodox: Right from the book. Messiah for sure, he is yet to appear 
● Hasidic: Giving the book some flare. Messiah for sure, he is yet to appear to tell us how 

good we are. 
● Christian: Jesus is the Messiah. God has been, and is keeping his promises to the 

chosen people of the Old Testament through Jesus. 
 
The main reason these sects of Judaism exist today (except for Jewish Chirstians) is that they 
deny Jesus as the messiah. We however see him being the one God promised. To confirm this 
we will look at our Foundation, starting with a few Old Testament sections and seeing how they 
are fulfilled by Jesus.  
 
These are just a sample of the examples. In Isaiah 11:1-12 we see a description of the Messiah. 
He is from David’s line. He will rule the world, bring peace, gather God’s people (specifically the 
Israelites), and everyone will know the one true God. From the perspective of Judaism Jesus 
does not fit these criteria because Israel has not been gathered, there isn’t peace, he doesn’t 
rule the earth. Then in Jeremiah 33:14-18 we once again we see that God promises the 
Messiah. From the perspective of Judaism Jesus does not fit the criteria because he does not 
rule on David’s throne and the temple is destroyed so the sacrificial system is gone until it can 
be rebuilt. Next we look at how Jesus does, in fact, meet these criteria. 
 
First, Colossians 1:15-23 lays out well the understanding of how Jesus fits the Old Testaments 
depictions of him above. Jesus reconciles the world with God through the sacrifice of himself. 
Ending the need for the sacrificial system and the temple at the same time bringing everlasting 
peace between God (heaven) and those who trust in Jesus. Jesus rules all of creation currently 



(the earth as we know it is part of it) yet until the end comes what that means will not be fully 
realized. When it does happen, there will be none that can deny who Jesus is. 
 
In John 18:33-38 while being questioned by Pilate Jesus makes it clear that his Kingdom is not 
of this world alone. The Jesus denying Judaism idea of an “earthly” king is too small for what 
God has planned for his people. 
 
And last, Mark 13:1-23 shows us that while the destruction of the temple was not predicted by 
the Old Testament era prophets, Jesus tells us it will happen. The temple is no longer needed 
since Jesus was the final and perfect sacrifice that brings eternal reconciliation between God 
and his people. The glory of God and where to find him is now Jesus, not the temple. Jesus also 
makes it known that fake messiahs will come and lead people astray and away from knowing 
him. 
 
The life and words of Jesus, as well as the theology of the New Testament letters fit so well into 
the Old Testament that the two major ways for Judaism to deny Jesus being the Messiah today 
are: Jesus didn’t actually exist as a historical person, and the New Testament was written long 
after Jesus in order to fit a twisted understanding of the Hebrew Bible in order to give 
Christianity power. Both ideas have a hard time finding any historical ground to make any case. 
 
When we discuss different identities we have reiterated repeatedly that until someone gets their 
understanding of Jesus to be who he says he is, we are going to have a hard time finding 
common ground with them. This holds true with people who identify with Orthodox, Hasidic, 
Conservative, and Reformed Judaism. However, with these identities we do share the Old 
Testament as well as the understanding that God promised a Messiah, so perhaps when you 
have a Jewish friend or family member that doesn’t know Jesus yet the best way to help them is 
to use the OT show them how God has kept his promise to them through Jesus. 


