
Identity: Atheism 
 
Foundation: 
The Portable Atheist by Christopher Hitchens 

● A collection of writings by atheists and agnostics. 
● Intended to by something like a tongue in cheek bible for Atheists. 
● These points are taken from the introduction of the compilation. 

○ Religion is like the bacteria of the plague. It lurks, infiltrates, and leads to death. It 
never goes away. 

○ Religion claims to know the mind of God. 

○ Religion is about eschatological escapism.  

○ Religion is unneeded morality.  

○ People innately learn right from wrong in order to survive, plus it feels good. 

○ Religion is naive. 

○ Pop science has solved everything. 

■ The big bang and creation are not compatible . 

■ When believers concede to the big bang God remains impersonal.  

■ Marc-Evolution and timing are proved with doubt and so religion isn’t old 
enough for a caring god. 

■ The scandal of particularity. 

○ Doubting everything/ Atheist’s champion the enlightenment  

○ Monotheism is our bane. 

○ New Atheist aren’t superior they are just more evolved. 

○ Science isn’t infallible since “believers” can scientist.  

○ Believers are solipsistic, atheists are not. (The theory that the self is the only thing 
that can be known and verified.) 

○ Religion is unfortunately a curse of unenlightened humanity.  

○ Deists are a step away from agnostics and they are a step away from atheism, 
which is the answer with certainty that faith is wrong . 



○ Religious writings are drivel compared to other literary works.  

○ Religion is sexually repressive. 

○ Faith is the enemy. 

 

New Atheist Worldview: 

● Religion is a naive way to explain the world. 

● Religion is a way for heterosexual men to have power and to control morality. 

● Popular science is objective and the only authority for interpretation of information. 

● Religion is based on uncaring gods that do not intervene. 

● Religion is escapist and doesn’t deal with today. 

● Religion is for self-centered humans, atheism is altruistic. 

● Anyone who isn’t an atheist is misguided and/or unintelligent who is to be pitied and 
shouldn’t be allowed to influence anyone else, especially children. 

 
 
Scripture: 
Romans 1:18-23 People can look at the exact same things we do, and where we see God's 
hand at work, they come away with the idea that God does not exist. Instead of giving God 
credit they give credit to the creations of their own minds.  
 
Psalm 14 
To say and live as though there is no God is foolish because it doesn't change that God exists 
and expects to have a relationship.  
 
John 5:30-46 
People can search the Scriptures and know them incredibly well, but if they don't start with 
Jesus being the Son of God they can miss everything and certainly the point.  
 
1 Corinthians 2:6-16 
It is impossible to know and trust in Jesus except by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Worldview: 

● Having the Holy Spirit is the only to understand the scriptures. 
● Both sides think the other is foolish. 



● Entering debate about information is fruitless since the filter for the info is 
different.  

● Atheism will grow because it feeds our desire to ignore God in the first place. 
 
Practice: 

● Don't enter debates about God with atheists. They'll feel superior and you will 
think less of them.  

● Pray for your atheist friends and family and make a clear concise proclamation to 
them.  

● Be consistent in practice, self sacrificially loving others and the world, not to earn 
redemption, but because you are redeemed.  

● Remind children of the plot holes in the Atheism story for the world and affirm 
God's “Godness” 

 
This time around for Identity we look at the new Atheism. The new atheist are militant, 
and to better understand this identity, we will start with some foundation. Being atheist, 
that is “without God”, doesn’t have its own scripture teaching for foundation. However, 
Christopher Hitchens, a popular atheist author, took it upon himself to gather together 
writings from various authors throughout history to create an compilation of what he 
calls essential readings for the nonbeliever. To put it plainly, he created a godless bible 
for atheists. We used this book for our foundation for the new atheist. 
 
In the introduction to the compilation Hitchens makes his agenda clear. He begins by 
likening religion to the bacteria of the plague. It lurks, infiltrates, and leads to death. And 
It never goes away. From that beginning Hitchens makes many claims about the 
problem with religion and belief in God. He is both verbose and derogatory in his 
commentary and it took us two sessions to cover the foundation. We are going to skip 
recapping everything he writes as well as the few other authors we referenced in his 
compilation to get to the conclusion of his introduction, which is, faith is humanity’s 
oldest enemy and his compilation is an anthology against this enemy.  
 
Everything we covered from “The Portable Atheist” led us to these worldview points held 
by the new atheists: First, religion is a naive way to explain the world. Second, religion 
is sexually repressive and along with that, religion is a way for heterosexual men to 
have power and to control morality. Next, popular science is objective and the only 
authority for interpretation of information which is directly counter to religion being 
based on uncaring gods that do not intervene. Religion is escapist and doesn’t deal with 
today. Religion is for self-centered humans, while atheism is altruistic. Last, and this one 



came through over and over again, anyone who isn’t an atheist is misguided and/or 
unintelligent who is to be pitied and shouldn’t be allowed to influence anyone else, 
especially children. 
 
When we look at identities that are not found in being new with Jesus we also want to 
look at how we should interact with those identities. For this part we began with a 
foundation in Romans 1:18-23. In this section of scripture we see that people can look 
at the exact same things we do, the things where we see God's hand at work, and they 
come away with idea that God does not exist. Resulting in instead of giving God credit, 
they give credit to the creations of their own minds. 
 
Next we discussed Psalm 14 where we saw that all people start in the same condition, 
but to continue to say and live as though there is no God is foolish because it doesn't 
change that God exists and expects to have a relationship with everyone. 
 
After that we dug into John 5:30-46, where we saw that people can search the 
scriptures and know them incredibly well, but if they don't start with Jesus being the Son 
of God they can miss everything and the very point of the bible. 
The last foundation in scripture we looked at brought it all together. In 1 Corinthians 
2:6-16 we saw that it is impossible to know and trust in Jesus except by the Holy Spirit.  
 
All of this foundation led us to five worldview points. First, having the Holy Spirit is the 
only way to understand the scriptures. Second, both sides think the other is foolish. 
Next entering debate about information is fruitless since the filter for the info is different 
and will naturally lead to different outcomes of certainty. Atheism will grow because it 
feeds our desire to ignore God in the first place, however, while the new atheists may 
see us as the enemy, we will not see them as enemies. 
 
Considering that last worldview point about atheism it is important for us to have some 
practical ways to live out our new lives with Jesus around the new atheists. Here is what 
we came away with for practice. Don't enter debates about God with atheists. They'll 
feel superior and you will think less of them. Instead, pray for your atheist friends and 
family and make a clear concise proclamation of who Jesus is to them. Be consistent in 
practice, self sacrificially loving others and the world, not to earn redemption, but 
because you are redeemed. This doesn’t mean being perfect and always doing the right 
thing, rather, it means that when we do mess things up we admit it and ask for 
forgiveness. Last, remind children of the plot holes in the Atheism story for the world 
and, whenever you can, affirm God's “Godness.” 
 


