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Today in the town of 

David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is 

the Messiah, the 

LORD.  

 

Luke 2: 11 



 

 

 

     Jesus Loves Me 

 

Do you know the song “Jesus loves me?”   Of course you do.  (You might as well 

hum a verse for yourself right now because by the end of the article the tune will 

be stuck in your head for the rest of the day.)   For most of us it was the very first 

song we learned.  And since we’ve sung it so often, we aren’t going to forget the 

tune or the words.  Into old age we still sing and enjoy this  

beautiful little song.  And enjoy it we do.  Are you able to sing this song without 

smiling?  Very unlikely. 

One of the beautiful aspects of “Jesus loves me” is how it impacts our entire lives.   It can bring us joy and 

comfort at any age.   A true story:  an elderly man spent the last two years of his life in an Alzheimer facility.  

His daughter and son-in-law visited frequently and each time they would conclude the visit with devotion and 

some singing.  The father always enjoyed singing and he would pick from a variety of songs for the three to 

sing together, but there was one song sung on each visit:  “Jesus loves me.”  While the words to other songs 

gradually escaped the father’s memory, he continued to sing this song until his earthly end.  The family would 

often visit in the common area where other patients and visitors gathered.  Often when the song, “Jesus loves 

me” began other patients’ heads would perk up and their eyes brighten in recognition of the tune.  Soon  

several (patients, visitors and workers) would be singing along.   For many of the patients it was the only time 

any words were heard from them.  It was an amazing witness to the power of the gospel to light up individual 

lives. 

The message is simple; and yet very strong.  The biblical message of salvation is contained in the few lines of 

this song.  The words clearly parallel the words of that great gospel verse, John 3:16, “For God so loved the 

world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal 

life.” (see also 1 John 4:9, 10) 

Another wonderful aspect of this song is that since it is a simple rhyme – it is not too difficult to add verses of 

your own.   We’ve added several.   One of my favorites:  “Jesus loves me, this I know; though my hair is white 

as snow.  He will take me by the hand; lead me to the promised land.”   Verses can be added for the comfort, 

the joy, the hope or just the grins that they bring.   Consider: 

“Jesus loves me through the day, eagerly wants me to pray.  Listens to my each request, answers me as He 

knows best.” 

“Jesus loves me when I laugh, always acts on my behalf.  Smiles at me when I am glad, to my joys He’s sure 

to add.” 

 “Jesus loves me when I cry, always knows the reason why.  He says cast my cares on Him, holds me in His 

arms within.” 

 “Jesus loves me while I work, guards me from the sins that lurk.  He will guide each little step, gives me joy 

and a little pep.” 

“Jesus loves me ain’t that grand, close beside me He will stand.  Carries me when times are bad; dries my 

tears when I am sad.” 

 “Jesus loves me all the time, even when the words don’t rhyme.  He forgives my each mistake, that so often I 

do make.” 

And in the spirit of the Christmas season, “Jesus loves me; He was born; early on that 

Christmas morn.  Angels sang a lullaby, and their chorus filled the sky.”      

            

       Blessed Christmas!  Philip Appel      

                     2 Cor 5:7 



 

 
 
 

                                     Enjoy one of the following 
         Sunday Morning Adult Classes;  
                 there’s something for everyone!  
 
 
 
   

 

Ladies’ Bible Study - “Conversations” -   A circle of chairs, simple conversations and shar-
ing life together. The study is based on the book “God is in the Laundry Room” by Susan 
Senechal.  Led by Lauren Nietubicz in the school library. 
 
 
Men’s Bible Study - “Noah” - Join this fascinating study of Noah!  Led by Jeff Mutscher in 
the small meeting room of the fellowship hall. 
 
 
A Study of 1 John - This interesting study meets in the fellowship hall and is led by Pastor 
Chris. 
 
 
Senior High Bible Class  - Meets in the upper room (upstairs in the fellowship hall).  

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY  
This group meets on Mondays at 6:30 AM in the 
small meeting room of the church fellowship hall. 
They are currently doing a study on 
“Denominational Differences”.  Breakfast is  
provided; men of all ages are welcome!  

 
 
 
 
 

LIFELIGHT MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
This class meets weekly at 10:00 AM in the small 
meeting room of the church fellowship hall. The 
class is taking a break for December and will   
resume a new study in January.  Watch for      
details!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY NURSING HOME BIBLE STUDIES 
9:30 AM – Giddings Residence & Rehabilitation 
Center; 10:15 AM – Oakland Manor  Nursing 
Center. 

 

 

 
 
 

If you or someone you know has questions 
about adult confirmation, becoming a  
member of Immanuel, or The Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod, please contact the 
church office at  (979) 542-2918.  This class 
meets several times a year and is advertised 
prior to each new class. 

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASS  



Please contact Carl Repp, Minister of Youth & 

Family Life, at the church office (542-2918) or 

by cell phone 512-619-9366, if you would like 

information on the Immanuel Youth Groups. 

  
 
 
 

 
Church Nursery Ministry! 

 

Please stop by our church nursery on Sunday mornings! Our 
wonderful nursery caregivers, Holly Barnes and Jessica Graefe, 
members here at Immanuel, will be happy to show you 
around!  
 

 
The nursery also provides parents the opportunity to participate in Bible classes on Sunday mornings!  We want 
your family to have a wonderful nursery experience as we partner in your little one’s faith development. Our  
nursery strives to be a place where each child feels safe and parents feel comfortable leaving their precious little 
one.  

Pre-K (three & four  yr. olds)         Room 117 
 
 

Kindergarten, 1
st 

& 2
nd 

grades    Room 115                       

3
rd

 & 4
th
 grades                  Room 109 

Children’s Sunday School 
Meets in the school building at 9:15 AM 

 
 
 

Pre-K (three & four year olds) and Kindergarten through 4
th

 grades  
join together for Sunday school opening in room 115.   

The children will then go to the following classrooms for Sunday school lessons: 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday school dismisses at 10:15 AM  

Pick up in the school lobby 

 
 
 

5
th
 & 6

th
 grades    Room 219 (Art Room)                           

7
th
 & 8

th
 grades    Youth Room  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Junior High Youth (6
th

 - 8
th

 grades) – Meets each 
Wednesday from 4:30 – 5:15 PM in the youth 
room.  (ILS students are welcome in the youth 
room at 3:10 PM. This time may be used to com-
plete homework, read, rest, or just hangout until 
Junior High Youth begins.) 
 
 
 

Senior High Youth– Meets each Wednesday from 
6:00 -  9:00 PM in the youth room.  This includes a 
meal, fellowship, worship and Bible study. 

Youth Group Info! 

Each family dropping off a child receives a pager to be notified if they 
are needed. 
 

The nursery has a rocking chair for nursing moms and a TV with the 
services live-streamed into the nursery .   
 

Caring adults ensure each child’s needs will be personally met as he or 
she begins to discover the wonderful love of Jesus. 



 

BRAILLE  

WORKERS 

CENTER #163  

 

Volunteers are needed at our  

Braille Workers Center.  The center at 

Immanuel has been in operation since 

1984, with 10 groups of 6—8 individuals 

from Immanuel and neighboring congre-

gations meeting 2 hours per month.  

There are  daytime and evening groups.  

(You are not  required to read Braille.)  

To volunteer and join a group or to serve 

as a substitute when needed, please call 

Alice Unger at 979-542-1474.              

Volunteers are 

needed to serve on 

the Immanuel  

Media Team 

The Media Team 

helps make  

Sunday morning 

services go smoothly!  Sound, video, 

computer, and presentation are all a 

part of this important team.  Volunteers 

serve on a rotating schedule and training 

is provided.   Do you have a knack for 

the technical side of things?   If so, this 

team is for you!   Please call Carl Repp if 

interested at 979-542-2918. 

What Can I Give Someone for Christmas?   
Check out the many Christian books and items available at cph.org.   

Something for everyone guiding their walk in the Lord.  Some new books available are:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Trees & Olive Branches: Creating a Culture of Grace in Your Family by Christina Heagenrader   $14.99 
Families are equal parts, duty, history, fights, and future.  What can break our generational curses?  God’s grace and His 
forgiveness.  This book points readers to the authority and comfort of Scripture as they seek to repair and improve their 
family and relationships. 
 
Demistifying the Proverbs 31 Woman  by Elizabeth Ahlman   $14.99 
What shines through in this book and study is not a prescription of how to be a better wife, mother, woman, or friend, but 
a description of our Savior, the church, and ourselves by virtue of our Baptism.  Together, we will find Jesus here and get a 
better understanding of Proverbs. 
 
Joyfully Aging – A Christian’s Guide by Richard Bimler  
If there is one thing we are all doing, it’s aging?  So, what can we do about it?  Answering this question is what  Joyfully 
Aging is all about.  It is about celebrating God’s gift of aging instead of moaning and complaining about old age.  It is about 
aging as a blessing. 
 
Because of Bethlehem-Love is Born-Hope is Here by Max Lucado 

Because of Bethlehem, I have a Savior in heaven.  Christmas begins what Easter celebrates.  The child in the cradle        
became the King on the cross.  The heart of the human problem is the problem of the human heart.  If you wonder if God 
has a place for a person like you, find your answer in the Bethlehem stable. 

 

Offering  
Envelopes for 

2018 are in the 
fellowship hall, 
to be picked up. 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask anything of the Father,  

He will give it to you in my name.”  John 23-24 

In an age obsessed with worldly power, let us not forget the power of prayer.  Prayer possesses 

power, not of itself, but only because of the source of all power, which is God our Heavenly Father.  

He is always ready to listen and answer the prayers of His children in Christ.  Let us bring all things, 

great or small to Him in prayer with thanksgiving, confident that He will answer in accordance with 

His loving will for us.  Our Prayer Warriors stand ready to pray for and with you in all situations of life, whether in crisis or with thanksgiv-

ing.  Contact the church office at 979-542-2918 or Lorene Hoffman at 979-716-1430. 



Giving Online: Simply go to 
our website 

www.immanuelgiddings.net  
and click on the Online  

Giving Link! 
 

 

Weekly Tithes ~ Disaster Relief 

~ Special Accounts  ~  

Recurring Payment Option 

IMMANUEL’S NURSING HOME AND SHUT IN RESIDENTS 

Please use the following addresses to send Christmas cards to our 

members confined to homes and nursing homes this Christmas.  A 

warm Christmas greeting can mean so much to those who do not 

receive many cards or visitors this time of year.  

 
 
GIDDINGS RESIDENCE & REHABILITATION 
(Formerly Country Care Plex) 
1181 N.  Williamson St., Giddings, TX 78942 
979-542-3611 
 

 

 

Elsie Fischer 
Floris Fischer  
Kenneth Kilian 
Diane (Mrs. E.J.) Mitschke 
Nathan Wachsmann 
Frieda Wernecke 
Florine Schulze 
Alwine Schneider 
Joy Wachsmann 
 
 
OAKLAND MANOR NURSING CENTER 
1400 North Main St., Giddings, TX 78942 
Phone – 979-542-1955 
 

 

 

Charles Burrier 
Marvin C. Faske 
Rubie Galipp 
Lorine Kurio 
Elvie Jean Mutschink  
Melvin Houston (Alz.  Unit) 
Violet Schulz 

Evelyn Gersch 
Sophie Pampell 
 

        

 
 
JEFFERSON PLACE ASSISTED LIVING 
911 S. Jefferson, La Grange, TX 78945 
 

Betty Pratho 
 

 
PARK PLACE MANOR NURSING & REHAB 
810 E. 13th Avenue, Belton, TX 76513        

 

                                                                                      Lorine Proske 
 

 
MONUMENT HILL NURSING HOME 
120 State Loop 92, La Grange, TX 78945 
979-968-3144 
 

 

Susie Proske (Alz.  Unit) 
 
 
 

 
SHUT-INS CONFINED TO HOME 
(Addresses in church directory) 
 
Frances Etzel    (Round Top) 

Coleen Gaeke 
Esther Gaston 
Ivadelle Koenig 
Dorothy Raschke 
Ellen Schneider 
Adelia Zoch 
Lorene Sump 
 

 

Wednesday Advent Meals and Worship  

Join us & nourish your body & soul this Advent! 

Family Meal:  5:30 PM 

Midweek Advent  

Worship:  7:00 PM 

Join us on  

Wednesdays! 

http://www.immanuelgiddings.net


 

  A Christmas Festival for 
the Entire Family 

A Christ-centered Christmas  
celebration with  

food, activities, crafts  
 
 
 

Hours: 5:00 PM-10:00 PM 

December dates:  December 1-2; December 8-10;  
December 15-17; December 18-23; December 26-29 

Camp Tejas Contact: 

1038 PR 2191Giddings, TX 78942 

979-366-2422 

camptejas@camptejas.org  

Sun. Dec. 3  8 & 10:30 AM Services  
1st Sunday of Advent 

 

Wed. Dec. 6    5:30 PM Advent Meal 
 7:00 PM Advent Midweek Service  
 

Sun. Dec. 10 9:30 AM Service of Song  
  (One Service only) 
 2nd Sunday of Advent 

  

Wed. Dec. 13 5:30 PM Advent Meal 
 7:00 PM Advent Midweek Service 
 7:45 PM Live Nativity  
 

Sun.  Dec.  17 8 & 10:30 AM Services 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

Sun. Dec. 24  9:30 AM Service (One service only) 
6 PM Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

 8 PM Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
 

Mon.  Dec.  25 9:00 AM Christmas Day Service  
 

Sun. Dec. 31 9:30 AM Service (One service only) 
7:00 PM New Year’s Eve Service with 
communion  

 
 

Children’s 
Christmas Eve 

Service  
at 6:00 PM 

 
Parents of  

children who 

are interested 

in being in the 6:00 PM Christmas Eve  

Service, but do not attend Immanuel  

Lutheran School, should contact director,  

Mr. Dan Schaefer, dschaefer@ilgtx.com  

or 542-3319, to participate.  

 

Please come help decorate for  

Christmas at Immanuel  

 

Saturday, December 2nd at 9:00 AM 

More hands make faster work! Please join us!  

CHRISTMAS 
POINSETTIAS 

 
If you would like 

to place a  
poinsettia plant 
on the altar this 

Christmas in  
honor or in 

memory of a loved one, please fill out 
a form (found in your bulletin, the 
narthex, or the church office) and  
return along with $10/per plant by 

Friday, December 15th.  You may take 
your plant(s) home after the  

Christmas Day worship service. 

mailto:camptejas@camptejas.org
mailto:dschaefer@ilgtx.com


If you have a personal story to share about how 

you are Growing...Giving...or Going 1% More in 

your daily life, call the church office  

(979-542-2918) or email us 

(secretary@immanuelgiddings.net).   

 

We would love to 

put your story in 

next month’s 

newsletter! 

Senior Singles for Jesus 

The Senior Singles for Jesus met on  
November 12th at Immanuel and  

enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving 
meal, games and a devotion  

together.  The next gathering will be 
on Sunday, December 10th for the 

annual Christmas party!   Members will be contacted with  
further information and details. 

Anyone who is single is invited to join our group  
or just come to visit. Hope to see you there!     

If you have any questions or want more information 
about this group, please call Virginia McKamie at 979

-716-1090 or 979-542-2021. 

GROW       GIVE           GO! 

 
Faith Lutheran High School  

is sponsoring a 
Junior High Game Night 

Friday, December 1st     
6:30 pm  to 10:30 pm 

 
WE HAD so much fun last time, we are doing it again!  All 7th, 

8th and 9th grade students are invited!! Game night will  
feature all sorts of games and activities.  And, of course, FOOD!!! 

Come join in on the fun!!! 
 

Call (979) 242-2889 with any questions! 
Faith Lutheran High School - 600 Fm 1482  -  Warda, TX 78960 

 

Each Christmas the Church 
Council asks the congregation to bless our staff with a 
small monetary gift in appreciation for their dedica-
tion and hard work throughout the year.  

If you would like to take this opportunity to show 
your appreciation to our entire Immanuel staff, you 
will find a gift-envelope in a basket on the information 
table in the fellowship hall.   

Please return it with your gift in the offering plate on 
Sunday or the church or school offices now through 
Christmas.   This gift is very appreciated by all of the 
recipients.   

Staff  

Christmas Gift 

 

 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, November 12th Immanuel welcomed the  
following new members into our church family! 

Megan Moseley 

Kevin Nusbaum 

Erin Willey 

Austin Barnett 

Clayton & Jessica Graefe 

(Chloe & Ayden) 

Vicki Hill 

Michael & Sharon Horne 

(Abbie) 

Emma Irwin (Landon) 

Candace Maxwell (Skylar) 

Raymond & Gladys Padgett 

Michelle Walters 

Brittany Walters 

Ranae Zoch 

Rodney & Susan Zoch 

The Immanuel Youth will perform a  

Live Nativity on Wednesday, 

 December 13th at 7:45 PM 

on the front lawn of Immanuel. 

Bring the whole family for a  

live reenactment of the  

Christmas story! 



 

Have you ever asked yourself 

how you can help out the 

youth?   

 

1.  Donate 12pk of soda (used for 

fundraising and concession stands).  
 

 

2.  Help Carl on Wednesday  

evenings and hang with the youth! 

3.  Help with special events or as a 

chaperone on trips! 

Call Carl Repp if you are interested 

in helping! (512-619-9366) 

Jr. High Youth - Wednesdays from 

4:30 to 5:15 PM in the youth center 

upstairs from the gym. 

 

|Join us for fun and fellowship!  

 

High School Youth -Wednesdays 

from 6 PM to 9 PM in the  

youth center. 

6:00 - 7:15  Hangout & Fellowship 

7:15 - 8:15  Dinner & Devotion 

8:15 - 9:00 Hangout & Fellowship  
 

 

Come join us for fellowship, singing, 

and hanging out in Glory to God! 

 

 
 
 
 

SENIOR HIGH BIBLE CLASS: 
 
 
 

Join us in the upper 
room of the fellowship 

hall each Sunday  
morning at 9:15 AM for  

Bible class.   

Youth Quake 2018 is Almost 
Here! 

Encouraging teens grades 6-12 to 
become established in their faith, 
empowered for Christian living, 

and enabled to live a life of  
ministry and leadership.  

 

February 23 – 25, 2018  
in San Antonio  -  Cost: $160  

Call the church office with  
questions.   

High School Confirmation Class 

Keeping the Faith: A High School Confirmation Journey, is open to any 

high school student interested in confirmation classes.  The class, held 

at 6:00 PM on Wednesday evenings, is not currently meeting, but will 

begin again according to interest.  If you are interested  or know a stu-

dent who is interested in attending this class, please contact Carl Repp 

(our youth guy) at 979-542-2918 or 512-619-9366. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Struggling with cancer: Nikki Arnold’s mother, Beth Black, David Black, Marylin Black, Kathy Joyce, Mia Roll, Alli-
son Tangeman & Eric Christensen (friends & relatives of Josh & Gina Christensen), Sandy Carlson (Leann McClain ’s 
sister-in-law), Rudy Delgado (friend of James Medack), B.J. Doherty (friend of Randy & Julie Meachan), Ruth Faske,  
Mickey Garcia (Stacy Proske’s mother), Charles Gault, Cindy Hogan (friend of Clyde & Penny Zoch), Ruth Jatzlau, 
Mike Joyce (grandson of Anna Joyce), Brice & Lavine Kuhlmann, Dana (Kimey) MacFarlane (daughter of Betty Rem-
mers), Susan Maluschka (daughter of Gene & Rose Fritsche); Betty Michalk, Daina Mitschke; Mary Mutschink, 
Charles    Pampell, Hays Perry, Fred Placke (son of Ruth Placke), Arvella Polka (friend of Herbert & Dorothy Cook),  
Bill Quarles (brother-in-law of Tom & Connie Jones), Connie Reed (sister of Gerald Birkelbach), Larry Reue (friend of 
Mark Matthijetz), Marilyn Schmidt, Phyllis Simmonds (mother of Cody & Russell Urban), Karen Taylor (friend of   
Rebecca Byars), Ted Tonn (brother-in-law of Elaine Krause), Carol Van Dyke (friend of Mikeala Havemann), James 
Zoch, and Richie Zoch (cousin of Jane Hoffman)      

 

Assisted Living: Betty Pratho 

 

In nursing centers: Charles Burrier,  Marvin C. Faske, Elsie Fischer, Floris Fischer, Rubie Galipp, Evelyn Gersch, Bob 
Hofferek, Melvin Houston, Larry Jenke (father of Dawn Faske, Crystal Smith & Amber Hill), Kenneth Kilian, Lorine 
Kurio, Diane (Mrs. E.J.) Mitschke, Elvie Jean Mutschink, Sophie Pampell, Lorine Proske, Susie Proske, Alwine    
Schneider, Violet Schulz, Florine Schulze, Joy Wachsmann, Nathan Wachsmann, and Frieda Wernecke  

                   

Shut-ins: Frances Etzel, Coleen Gaeke, Esther Gaston, Rosalie Hohle, Dorothy Raschke, Ellen Schneider, Lorine Sump, 
and Adelia Zoch  

 

In need of continued prayers: Meta Baker (sister of Frances Etzel), Calvin Berger, Erland & Sandy Carlson (brother 
& sister-in-law of Leann & Mark McClain), Mike Caldwell and Kim Smith (nephew and niece of Dave & Glorianne 
Schwausch), Iris Dodd (Becky Cowen’s mother), Ruth Doering, Pastor Russell & wife Elizabeth Etzel of Houston (son & 
daughter-in-law of Frances Etzel), Logan Faske (grandson of Leroy & Madeline Faske), David Friedrich, Lydia       
Lehmann Haley (grandmother of Jaime Manning & Casey Smith, Eddie & Daina Mitschke;  Angela Murray (friend of 
Gladys Pitts), Corbitt Hill, Rosalie Hohle, Danny Jatzlau (friend of Tommy & Flora Fischer), Tom Jones, Elaine Krause, 
Michael Lehmann (great-nephew of Frances Etzel), Doyle Looney and Emily Pinnell (son and cousin of Connie & Tom 
Jones), Joanne & Billy Machen (mother & step-father of Alan Smith), Sylvin Mersiovsky, Edward Pampell,  Garret 
Pounders (great-nephew of Ken & Lisa Schatte), Keith Ryder (brother-in-law of Tom & Tammie Shugart), Pam     

Sanders (friend of Candice Alexander), Thelma Schatte, Cheryle Schroeder (sister-in-law of Alice Unger), Casey Smith, 
and Joy Wachsmann 

 

Military members and their families: Nathan Allen (husband of Kayla [Parker] Allen), Korea;  Cynthia Anderson 
(wife of Ray Proske), Fort Hood-Killeen, TX; Taylor Blakney, Lakenheath AFB-England; JEB Bolen; Ashley Ford (niece 
of Tom & Tammie Shugart), Meridian, MS; Major Andrew Hightower (husband of Shella [Schulze] Hightower), Fort 
Wainwright, Alaska; Courtney [Medack] King & husband Brandon King, San Antonio, TX; Ryan Marshall (husband of 
Dawn [Christiansen] Marshall), New Jersey; Toby Mendoza, Giddings; Daniel B. Pogue, Fort Lee, VA; David Schatte; 
Ronald Schatte, Giddings; Justin Smith, Waco, TX; and Shannon Zoch   

Immanuel’s Prayer Warriors are here to pray with and for you.   

Our prayer is that all of you  “Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you” (James 4:8).  If you would like a monthly prayer target calendar or have  

comments, prayer requests or need someone to pray with you, call Lorene Hoff-
man at (979) 716-1430 or email the church office:  

immanuel@immanuelgiddings.net 

mailto:immanuel@immanuelgiddings.net


 

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS FOR NOVEMBER, 2017 

 
 
 

HOME BUDGET 
In memory of Barbara Schultz by Ronald & Carole Clark, Jimmie & Ollie Siegeler, and Seidel Schroeder CPA’s 
In memory of James William Symm by Rick & Aida Sapp 
In memory of James R. Collins by Sharon Collins 
In memory of Alton Patschke by Gaeke Construction Company, Inc. 
In memory of Mary Ann Seidler by Alice Herzog 
 
 

CHRIST OUR CORNERSTONE 
In memory of Richard Boriack by Annie Jenke and Family 
 
 

STAINED GLASS RESTORATION FUND 
In memory of Dorothy Miller by Darrell & Sharon McCallum 
In memory of Alton Patschke by Mike & Carolyn Jatzlau, John, Lois and Seth Kalbas, Roger & Janice Payne, Jeff & 
Lara Ruthven, Mark & Julie Zachary and P.R. & Tonya Maldonado, and Jane Ann Clark  
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN CARE MINISTRY 
In memory of Frances Gersch by Gerald & Sharon Birkelbach 
In memory of Irene Pohorelsky by Carol McCowan 
In memory of Reverend Theodore & Katherine Michalk by their children  
 
 
 

COVERED ENTRYWAY 
In memory of Lillie Doyle by Curtis & Mary Ann Frosch 
In memory of Lorine Domaschk by her family 
In memory of Frances Gersch by James & Carolyn Mitschke  
 
 
 

BRAILLE 
In memory of Mary Ann Seidler by William & Mary Lou Gaeke 
 
 
 
 

MARY-MARTHA SERVANTS   
In memory of  Lillie Doyle and Frances Gersch by Gene & Karen Urban 
 
 
 

MEDIA MINISTRY 
In memory of Barbara Schultz, Dorothy Droemer, Lillie Doyle, Dorothy Miller and Irene Moerbe by Glenn & Betty 
Wachsmann 
 
 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
In memory of Gregory Koenig by John & Barbara Wilson  

 
 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL (ILS) UNDESIGNATED GIFTS 
In memory of Frances Gersch by Adeline Bird 
In memory of Barbara Schultz by Susan Bathe, and by her “Bunco Buddies” at the Round Top-Carmine Bunco Group  

 
 
 

ILS MATTHIJETZ TUITION ASSISTANCE FUND 
In memory of Michael Matthijetz by his parents, Marvin & Charlyn Matthijetz 
In memory of Irene Gallagher by Clarence & Ruth Jatzlau 
In memory of Bertha Foerster by Jerry & Karen Faske   

 
 
 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (FLOOD VICTIMS in LaGrange) 
In memory of Nelva Lee Ferguson by Bruce & Violet Engram  



 

 

 

      
 

JAMES WILLIAM SYMM was born on October 30, 1949 in Hempstead, Texas to LeRoy Edgar and Ruth Sidonia 
(Schulze) Symm. He was confirmed on May 24, 1963 at Christ Lutheran Church in Pattison, Texas. He served our 
country in the Coast Guard. He was employed as a carpenter. James loved giving to others and he was a devoted 
caregiver for his parents. He also loved fishing, reading any and all religious material, and he always volunteered at 
any VA function. James is preceded in death by his parents; and he is survived by his siblings, Helen Williams of 
Belton, Jeanette Jost and her husband Henry of Copperas Cove, and John Symm of Giddings. James passed away 
on November 4, 2017 at Main Methodist Hospital in San Antonio; and his graveside service was officiated by  
Reverend Robert Tiner on November 7th in the Giddings City Cemetery. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALTON OSWALD PATSCHKE was born in Fedor, Texas on December 28, 1922 to Oswald and Anna (Jatzlau) 
Patschke. He was  raised  in  Fedor as the  oldest  of eight  children. During this time, he attended parochial school 
where he was taught in German. Alton was baptized  January 19, 1922 and confirmed on April 8, 1936 at the Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Fedor. In March of 1941, he moved to McDade to live with his aunt and uncle, John and 
Olga Dube. There he apprenticed on their farm and learned to grow crops and raise livestock. It was during this time 
he met Marie Emilie Goerlitz. Alton and Marie were married on August 8, 1943 at the Shiloh Lutheran Church in 
McDade, Texas. During World War II, Alton was stationed in California where he served in the US Navy as a  
signalman and interpreter for German prisoners. After he was discharged, he joined Marie in Paint Creek, Texas. In 
1949, they purchased a farm in Paige, where for the next 55 years he raised livestock and farmed peanuts and  
various other crops. Alton was never one to shy away from hard work. In fact, he loved it. His long days were only 
interrupted by the three hearty, home-cooked meals   Marie would have waiting for him. He enjoyed seining the tank 
and hosting his extended family for a large fish fry. Despite the busy farm life, he and Marie found time to travel 
throughout North America. During the later years on the farm, Alton enjoyed making trips with his grandchildren to 
the Lee County Farmers Co-op to treat them to a Dr. Pepper. During his life, Alton remained involved in his  
community. He was a founding member of the Bastrop  County Soil & Water Conservation District where he served 
for 46 years. He also sat on the boards of the Lee  County Jr. Livestock, Post Oak Livestock and Lee County Farm-
ers Co-op. Alton was awarded Bastrop County Farmer of the Year and Peanut Farmer of the Year by the Giddings 
Chamber of Commerce. He was also a devoted member and elder of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Giddings. In 
2002, Alton and Marie retired to Giddings. There Alton  reinvented his life. When he no longer had the long hours of 
operating the farm, he became an avid  Houston Astros fan. He volunteered his time at Rejuvenation and enjoyed 
42 tournaments at the Senior Center with Marie as his partner. He took an interest in cooking shows, especially 
Emeril Lagasse. There was never anyone more enthusiastic about their next meal. He especially loved hot guts.  
For over two decades, Alton battled a heart condition. Despite often receiving discouraging reports from his doctors, 
Alton never seemed to listen and always battled back. At the age of 89, he underwent an experimental valve        
replacement surgery much to the dismay of his family. When he was asked if he was sure that he would want to put 
himself through the procedure, he maintained that even if the surgery would not help his condition he knew that his 
participation could help someone else. Alton had a tenacious spirit. He loved his family and was always eager to 
share each of their accomplishments with pride. He took pleasure in being the first person to call someone the 
morning of their birthday and stocking his fridge with “college beers” in anticipation of the next visit from a grand-
son.  Alton was predeceased by his wife, Marie; parents; two brothers, Arnold and Wilbert, and two sisters Verline 
Patschke and Alice Proske. He is survived by children: Raymond Patschke & wife Jan of Austin, Marilyn Petersen & 
husband Larry of La Porte, Sharon Becker & husband Billy of Giddings, and Scott Patschke of Independence,  
Missouri; nine grandchildren: Tim Petersen & wife Wendy of Rio Rancho, New Mexico, Philip Petersen & wife Jana, 
and Brent Becker & wife Sarah -- of Houston, Brady Becker of Giddings, Eric Patschke of South Korea, Amelia 
Patschke of St. Louis, Missouri, Lauren Hurtado & husband  Michael, and Mark and Jackson Patschke -- all of Inde-
pendence, Missouri; five great-grandchildren: Margo and Owen Petersen of Rio Rancho, New Mexico, Sydney and 
Sam Petersen of Houston, and Isabella Rickman of St. Louis, Missouri; brothers Edmund Patschke and wife Alice of  
Houston, Monroe Patschke & wife Lorine of Lincoln; sister Sydonia Iselt & husband Fred of Houston, and sister-in-
law Kathleen Patschke of Cypress as well as several nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. Alton passed 
away on November 11, 2017 at the Bastrop Lost Pines Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, at 94 years of age. His 
funeral was officiated by Reverend Christopher Neitubicz on  November 14th and burial followed in Friendship  
Cemetery at Hills, Texas.  



 
 
 
 

 

…..Continued 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARY ANN (NITSCHE) SEIDLER was born on April 10, 1945 in Giddings, Texas to Louis Herman Nitsche and 
Elsie Ruth (Domel) Nitsche. She was baptized on April 22, 1945 at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Serbin by Reverend   
Herman Schmidt and confirmed on March 22, 1959 at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Giddings by Reverend Max 
Studtmann. Mary Ann graduated from Giddings High School and worked as a beautician and eventually as a 
bookkeeper. She was a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Giddings where she had been a bible study    
leader. She enjoyed gardening and taking care of her yard and was always looking for a good bargain at garage 
and estate sales. She was preceded in death by her parents, Louis & Elsie Nitsche; her niece, Brenda Harris and 
her niece-in-law, Cathy Harris. Mary Ann is survived by her sister and brother-in-law, Shirley & Doug Harris of   
Austin; one niece, Cindy Meurin & her husband, Sonny of Austin; one nephew, Steven Harris of Cedar Creek; two 
great nieces, Britney and Kaitlin Meurin -- both of Austin, as well as several cousins and friends. Mary Ann passed 
away on November 14, 2017 at the Senior Care of Onion Creek in Austin, at 72 years of age. Her graveside service 
was officiated by Reverend Chris Nietubicz on November 21st  in the Giddings City Cemetery.  

 

 
 

 

End of Year Gifts 
In Psalm 119:111, we are taught to pray to our Lord Jesus Christ: "Your testimonies 
are my heritage forever, for they are the joy of my heart." Faith Lutheran High School 
exists to pass down this great heritage of God's Word to high school students and their 
families. You can be a part of this important mission through your prayers and financial support. The Board of Directors has set 
a goal of raising $50,000 by December 31, 2017 to support the ministry of FLHS. Please prayerfully consider how you can give 
to further Lutheran education in our area. Gifts can be mailed to Faith Lutheran High School, PO Box 138, Warda, TX 78960 or 
delivered directly to the school.  Thank you for your continued prayers and support!  
 
 

Christmas Hymn Sing and Carols  
Join us Friday, December 22nd at 9:30 am as we sing festive carols, hymns and songs to help us all get in the Christmas spirit.  
Coffee, hot chocolate and cookies will be served following our time of song.  Please join us!!!   
 
 

Registration  
Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective students to follow us for a day and experience what FLHS is all about.  
Parents, call us today to set up a shadow day for your child.  If you know an 8th or 9th grader who would benefit from a  
Christian high school education, please share their name with Nikki Kueck know at 979-242-2889.   
 
 

Free Wednesday mornings?  
Join us for our weekly Chapel Worship Service every Wednesday beginning at 10:34 am. Our teachers and local association 
pastors will be leading us in worship throughout the year. 
 
 

Thrivent Action Team Grants  
If you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an application for a $250 grant to be used on projects at Faith, please contact 
Nikki Kueck.  
 
 
 

Contact us: 
P.O. Box 138 Warda, TX 78960  -  600 FM 1482, Giddings, TX 78942   -  kueckn@faithlutheranhighschool.com 
(979) 242-2889 

mailto:kueckn@faithlutheranhighschool.com




                                                             CHURCH OFFICE 

300 N. Grimes, Giddings, TX 78942 

Phone #979-542-2918  

Fax #979-542-0348 

 
SCHOOL OFFICE 

382 N. Grimes, Giddings, TX  78942    

Phone #979-542-3319 

Fax #979-542-9084 

      

 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

179 E. Brenham, Giddings, TX  78942 

Phone #979-542-4244 

                           

                  ONLINE: 

www.immanuelgiddings.net  

                                        Email:  immanuel@immanuelgiddings.net 
 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
300 N. Grimes 
Giddings, TX  78942 
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God with us… 

    Bringing Him to others 

http://www.immanuelgiddings.net

