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Honest Repentance 

 

During Lent, we often talk about a return to 

repentance, or at least to an increased focus on 

repentance. As we think about the suffering our Lord 

went through to accomplish our salvation, we too 

suffer in the Christian life, and part of this involves 

repentance. That being said, “repentance” is one of 

those church words we throw around often that could 

become a little confusing… So, what is it? 
 

This Lent at Holy Cross, our midweek services are 

centered on the theme of “Honest Repentance,” 

inspired by the work of Rev. Dr. David Maxwell of 

Concordia Seminary. The Greek word, metanoia, 

from which we get the word “repentance,” refers to a 

turning, a change, and a transformation. Specifically, 

one’s mind and heart (you could also include our soul 

and strength- see Luke 10), are changed and 

transformed from love of sin and love of self to love 

of God and love of others. One of our Lutheran 

Confessions, the Augsburg Confession, says: Now, 

repentance consists properly of these 3 two parts: One 

is contrition, that is,  terrors smiting the conscience 

through the knowledge of sin; the other is faith, which 

is born of  the Gospel, or of absolution, and believes 

that for Christ’s sake, sins are forgiven, comforts  the 

conscience, and delivers it from terrors. Then good 

works are bound to follow, which are the fruits of 

repentance.”  In other words, repentance is godly 

sorrow over our sins. 
 

This is very different from how some view 

repentance. Some say the effectiveness of repentance 

is based on the good you do after contrition and faith. 

Certainly, there is a desire to abide in Christ and his 

Word and do as he commands. However, the  

 

 

 

effectiveness of repentance doesn’t hang on how 

perfect your actions are. No, it hung on Christ on 

calvary’s cross, and the promise Jesus has given to 

forgive and restore. As we are brought to our knees 

by the weight of the law and experience sorrow for 

our sins (contrition), our proper response is only to 

cry out in faith “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 

As we hear those blessed words, “You are forgiven! 

You are mine!”, we are led by the Spirit to bear those 

good works as the fruit of repentance. 
 

As we journey through this season of Lent, let us 

remember the role of repentance. It's about being 

honest before God and ourselves as to who we are. 

Sin wants us to hide; repentance encourages honesty. 

Repentance also looks to Jesus’ promise to forgive, 

even as our faith is both challenged on many sides 

including society, our own particularities and 

sometimes even by God himself. Finally, Maxwell 

reminds us that repentance is about becoming more 

human, not less. It’s not holiness that stifles our 

humanity, but sin. As we journey toward the cross 

once more, we recall our baptism, through which the 

old Adam in us is daily drowned and the new man 

arises in Christ. Death and resurrection. Contrition 

and Faith. Honest Repentance looks to Jesus. 
 

Pastor Craig 
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MARCH CELEBRATIONS 
 

Birthdays 

 

Anniversaries 
 

7th:      Danny and Connie Hassell 

26th:    Ryan and Hannah Stackley 
 

 

 
 

LENT SUPPER AND SERVICES 
 

Everyone is invited! Each Wednesday in Lent one of 

Immanuel’s Ministry teams will provide a meal for 

all members between 5:30 and 6:30pm (arrive when 

you can).   There are bible study classes available for 

all ages from 6-6:45 and then the Lent Service begins 

at 7pm.  Make each Wednesday a wonderful evening 

of food, fellowship, instruction, and worship!  
 

If Wednesday evenings don’t work for your schedule, 

there is also a Lent Service at 10am followed by  adult 

bible study class at 11am in the Family Life Center! 
 

 
 

 

WOI DIAPER DRIVE 
 

Thank you to the Board of Ed, 

Immanuel Lutheran Daycare, and all the members of 

Immanuel  for supporting our February Mission! It 

was a HUGE success!! We collected over 1500 

diapers!  Recipients will include Hand in Hand 

Pregnancy Help Center and Jefferson County Foster 

Care. Thank you again for your generosity!   

 

YAH! 
 

YAH will meet on Thursday, March 2nd in 

the FLC Gym for our traditional St. 

Patrick’s Day menu of Corned Beef, 

Cabbage, and Potatoes!  The meal will be prepared 

and each attendee will share in the cost of the meal.  

We always look forward to this March event!  Come 

join us and Top of the Morning to Ya!  

 

EVANGELISM 

CHICKEN AND DUMPLINGS              

BENEFIT DINNER 

Sunday, March 12th in the 

Family Life Center 

12pm to 4pm 
   

Adults $12.00,  6-12yrs $5.00,  under 6 Free.  

Proceeds will benefit the Bethlehem Micro School 

in St. Louis and the Sacristy fund at Immanuel.  
 

Volunteers: We need 50+ volunteers to make this 

event a success and there is a job for everyone! (set 

up, clean up, ticket sales, carry-out station, server 

beverage station, bussers, dessert station, dish washer 

etc.)   There is a volunteer sign-up sheet in the back 

of church where you can request how you would like 

to help. Questions? See Carol James. 
 

Desserts: The Women of Immanuel need desserts. 

We are looking for cakes, fruit pies, cupcakes, 

brownies- anything that can be cut into individual 

servings.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  We 

hope to serve 400 people so bring on the sweets!  

Desserts can be dropped off at the Family Life Center 

on Friday, March 10th after 1pm and on Saturday 

March 11th after 9am.  Any questions? See Beverly 

House or Christine Walter.  

Ethan Deal         3-1 

Beverly Baker         3-3 

Mark Hoff         3-3 

Janene Shelledy        3-3 

Melissa Boyer         3-5 

Lailah Wehlermann   3-6 

Austin Habsieger       3-8 

Jason Schubert         3-9 

Pat Welker         3-9 

Lucy Finley         3-11 

Brittney Gabris         3-12 

Jay Moore         3-12 

John Sansoucie         3-12 

Darlene Wehner        3-12 

Rick Hosay                3-16 

Carter Mier         3-16 

Mandy Buttner          3-17 

Bailey Carney         3-19 

Ray Lindwedel          3-19 

Kyndryk Thomas       3-19 

Jake Brown          3-20 

Gunnar Hosay          3-20 

Mary Loessl          3-20 

Colt Roth                    3-20 

Shane Ellis                  3-21 

John Ibaviosa              3-22 

Ruth Bins            3-23 

Gudrun Kaminsky      3-25 

Jacob Kerbler              3-26 

Nicholas Palos Jr.       3-26 

Kinley Whitehead       3-27 

Russ Bowder           3-28 

Lynn Hoff           3-28 

Grace Tauser               3-29 

Mike Zuchek           3-30 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

Immanuel offers many opportunities 

to praise God through music! 
   

JOYFUL NOISE is back! Unfortunately, we are 

without a choir director at this time, but our singers 

are dedicated to continue praising God in worship 

with song.  Practice is on Wednesdays from 5:45pm 

until 6:30pm in the church balcony.  Everyone is 

welcome to join us!  We ask that you prayerfully 

consider our need for a new choir director.  If 

interested, or you have any questions, please contact 

Katie Eatherton ankeatherton@att.net, or Christine 

Walter cwatlercm@gmail.com.  
 

YOUTH CHOIR: Directed by Kadie Tauser, this 

group is for children 2nd - 8th grade.  Rehearsals are 

on Wednesdays at 5 pm.  The choir sings at the 8am 

service on the 2nd Sunday and the 10:30am service on 

the 4th Sunday of each month.  
 

If you would like to add your musical ability in other 

instruments or special music to help beautify our 

worship, please contact Rhonda Johnson. 

 

EDUCATION 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Everyone is welcome!! Sunday 

School begins at 9:15am for a light breakfast and 

fellowship. Classes begin at 9:30.   We continue to use 

Enduring Faith as our group study material.  

MIDWEEK:  Reminder that during Lent, class ends 

at 6:45.  All families are encouraged to join for the 

Lent Supper beginning at 5:30pm and Lenten 

worship service at 7pm. 
 

Our last  midweek class and year-end party is March 

29th.  We will be supplying Pizza to our kids and for 

the Lent Supper.  Parents and siblings are welcome to 

join our party!  We will begin at 5:30pm. 
 

Thank you so much for our staff (Tammy Finch, 

Gayle French, Joanne Waltman, Carrie Malusky and 

Kerri Dawson).  They have been awesome in helping 

your children grow in their faith and understanding of 

the Bible. 
 

Also, thank you to all those that supplied meals for 

our kids during Midweek.  This is a very important 

mission to make sure our kids get a meal during a 

hectic time and certainly offers support to the parents. 

 

VBS 2023: GODS LIVING WATER 

July 16th – 23rd 
 

Volunteer: Please contact the Board of Education or 

Debbie Sevier if you would like to help with VBS. 

We need help during the day and evening in all 

areas!  We especially need someone to organize 

FUNFEST!  WHO WANTS TO PLAN A PARTY? 

Pastor keeps reminding us that, at Immanuel, we all 

have a service, study, friend, and job – prayerfully 

consider making VBS this for you!   

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY  
 

IMMANUEL’S DAUGHTERS OF TRUTH (IDOT) 

This women’s bible study group will meet for the first 

time on Thursday, March 2nd. They will meet at Elise 

Reineck’s house (1071 Maple Ridge Rd, Festus) the 

1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month.  Arrive between 

4:45 and 5:30 for fellowship and a light meal with 

lesson beginning at 5:30-7pm. They will be using the 

bible study “Engaging God’s Word – Ruth & Esther”. 

For more info and to rsvp for the first meeting, see 

Elise (314-602-2093 or erieneck@gmail.com).  
 

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my 

path” Psalm 119:105 

 

BRENDEN’S FRIDAY BACKPACKS 
“We feed hungry kids over the weekend” 

Immanuel is collecting single-serve, non-perishable, 

kid-friendly foods for Brenden’s Friday Backpacks.  

Donations can be left in the back of the church or in 

the Family Life Center gym.    

www.brendensfridaybackpacks.org.  

 

ARC BLOOD DRIVE 
Our blood drive on February 14th collected 23 

units of life saving blood!  Thank you to all who 

helped.  Our next blood drive is scheduled for May 

8th.  

mailto:ankeatherton@att.net
mailto:cwatlercm@gmail.com
mailto:erieneck@gmail.com
http://www.brendensfridaybackpacks.org/
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RECORDING SECRETARY REPORT 
 

Beginning in 2023, we will be including highlights 

from the voters meeting in the church newsletter, as 

well as publishing the minutes on the Church 

Website. 
 

The most recent Voters Meeting was held on Sunday, 

January 8, 2023. Reports were presented by the 

various Boards and Pastor. Highlights were: 
 

 • For the purpose of spreading the Good News of 

Jesus Christ, Pastor said in 2023 we should reflect on: 

– “Everyone has a service”, “Everyone has a study”, 

Everyone has a friend”, and “Everyone has a job” 

Immanuel has so much to offer and opportunities to 

get involved.  
 

• BIG Fundraiser on Sunday, March 12, 2023-

Chicken and Dumplings 12-4p. Proceeds to go to 

Bethlehem Micro School in North St Louis and the 

Immanuel Sacristy for Altar Guild. ALL members are 

needed for this event! 
 

• Renovations: In work-Church doors on the horizon: 

looking into new sound system for FLC 
 

 • Youth: Possible trip to Silver Dollar City – will 

need chaperones  
 

• Opportunity- Looking for someone/group to chair 

FUNFEST 2023  
 

For more detail, please visit the Church Website  

https://www.ilcfestus.org/voters-meeting-minutes 
 

The next voter’s meeting will be on Sunday, April 16, 

2023, after late service. 
 

 -Christine Walter 

 

DAYCARE WORKDAY 
 

The Trustees are hosting a workday and WE NEED 

YOU!  There is plenty of organizing, light 

maintenance, and cleaning that needs to be done to 

upkeep our Childcare facility.  The workday is 

Saturday, March 11th beginning at 8am.  Please 

contact Mike Wehner with any questions.  

 

To see our full calendar of events, go to 

www.ilcfestus.org/calendar  

 

 

From the Finance Board……… 
 

In February to date, $13,583.17 has been received for 

the Budget. Our current budget position is shown in 

the table below.  This information is also provided bi-

weekly in the bulletin. 

 2023 

Budget Requirement   $   37,951.86 

Budget Received        39,051.05 

Difference over or (under)   $    1,099.19 
 

Immanuel members continue to faithfully support the 

Daycare, Daycare Playground, Local Missions 

(InAsMuch), and Sanctuary Renovations.  Memorial 

gifts have been received in memory of Pastor Conner 

and Sharon Williams. 
 

Thank you for including your name or envelope 

number with your gifts.  You will find your envelope 

number on the label of the envelope box, next to your 

name.  This information helps the Finance Board 

record gifts accurately. 
 

If you would like to contribute electronically, there 

are cards in the pew pockets with a QRC code which 

can be scanned to make your gift.  The ILC website 

also has a link to e-giving. 
 

The Finance Board will be providing the Lenten 

Supper on Wednesday, March 8.  Please join us 

before the 7PM service for tacos, chips, fruit and 

cookies.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Please keep Immanuel in your prayers…..we are 

truly blessed! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Joyce Budt, Chair 

 

 

https://www.ilcfestus.org/voters-meeting-minutes
http://www.ilcfestus.org/calendar
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