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Stronger than That 
Each Sunday we end our time together in the same 

way.  It is the way the Lord gave Moses to put His 

name on His people.  God blesses His people by 

putting His name on them.  God blesses you by 

putting His name on YOU! 

This blessing that God gives, that He has been giving 

century after century- comes to us with great 

certainty.  There is no question that God will bless 

you and that He will keep you; there is no doubt that 

He will make His face to shine upon you and that He 

will be gracious to you; there is no confusion that He 

will smile upon you and that He will give you His 

peace. 

This morning in my devotions I found a word that I 

hear folks sometimes put in the front of the words in 

the previous paragraph.  The word is “may.”  I read 

In Psalm 20:1-3:  

May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble! 

May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! 

May He send you help from the sanctuary and give 

you support from Zion! 

In the verses following I found four more “mays.”  

This language did not seem strong enough.  It seemed 

to be more of a wish than a blessing.  As I looked 

more deeply, I discovered the word does not appear 

in the Hebrew.  Why did we add it?  Does it help us 

understand the boldness of God and how we approach 

Him in faith? No. 

I have heard this same word blended in with the 

words of the benediction.  May the Lord bless you 

and keep you.  May the Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you, and so on and so far 

with the “mays.”  I think it is stronger than that, a lot 

stronger.   

The words the Lord gives you by the mouth of the 

pastor send you on the way for the week.  There  

 

 

should be in them no doubt, no softness, no 

confusion.  The LORD WILL bless you and WILL 

keep you.  The LORD WILL make His face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you.  The LORD WILL 

smile upon you and give you His peace. 

You can be certain.  You can be confident.  You can 

rest assured.  Why?  You are resting in His promise.  

There is no “may” about it.  He has put His name on 

you in water and Word, and with that He brings you 

His blessing.  He brings you His gift. He brings you 

His forgiveness.  He keeps His promises ALWAYS, 

and He will always smile upon you because He is 

looking at you at this very moment through Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews who died on the cross.  

There is no “may”, but there is a big, beautiful IT IS 

FINISHED, for each and every day of your life. 

 

 

 

   -Pastor Castens 
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February Celebrations 
Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

12th:  Frank & Linda Lewis 

14th:  Ryan & Lori Vangilder 

17th:  Gerald & Christine Kastner 

 Mark & Annemarie Westmoreland 

 

 

Women of Immanuel/LMWL 
Thank you to all who attended our January Kick-off 

meeting. 

Our mission for January and February is a diaper 

drive for Jefferson County Organization.  Look to 

future bulletins for more information. 

Our next meeting is March 26th - Potluck 

 

YAH! 
YAH will be meeting at noon on February 2nd in the 

FLC.  Please bring your own lunch and beverage.  

Our activity last month was great fun! Join us to see 

what is in store for this month’s meeting! 

 

 

THANK YOU  
Dear people loved by God at Immanuel,  

 

God’s Word says, “I do not cease to give thanks for 

you, remembering you in my prayers” Ephesians 

1:16. I can say no better words to you, thanking you 

for your most generous gift to my family and me. I 

wish I could fully express how your generosity makes 

us feel. We are certainly blessed by the Lord through 

you and blessed to be with you. That is why I can give 

you no better words of thanks than what the Lord has 

already written. My family and I treasure you. We 

love being in the partnership of the Gospel with you. 

We appreciate you and what you do. I don’t believe 

this card could contain our full sentiment of thanks 

for you. It is with true appreciation and a humble 

spirit, we say, thank you very much. The Lord bless 

you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up 

His smile upon you, and give you His peace.  

 

Kyle, Jenn, Daniel, and Andrew Castens 
 

STEWARDSHIP 

We've all heard that stewardship means giving to the 

church of our time, talents, and treasure.  This 

alliterative trinity helps us see that giving is not just 

about money but about our whole lives. 

God gives us everything we have and enjoy, as 

Luther's Small Catechism explains in the First Article 

of the Apostle's Creed. First, we each confess that 

God "has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and 

all my members, my reason and all my senses".  Then 

we confess that He gives us material things. 

The time, talents, and treasure trinity places before 

our eyes the fact that we are to give something of all 

three of these things toward the mission of the church 

in thanksgiving for what God has provided.  For 

everything we have, and indeed, everything we are, 

comes from God's fatherly, divine goodness and 

mercy. 

- Stewardship Committee 

 

 1:  Allan Brockmeier 

      EJ Bierly 

 2:  Michael Wehner 

 3:  Carol James 

      Carter Krodinger 

 4:  Harrison Finley 

      Sue Petrovic 

 5:  Jordan Enzmann 

 7:  Jared Cattoor 

 8:  Adam Eatherton 

 9:  Charlotte Bourque 

      Steven Bibb 

10: Lisa Schnurr 

11: Gracelynn Schmitz 

      Joseph Bowder 

12: Melanie Khoury 

14: Scott Layton 

      Stephanie Heine 

      Taylor Wessel 

15: Anton Wehlermann 

      Dale Wooldridge 

      Katie Zuchek 

16: David Finch 

19: Jack Patterson 

20: Donald Wagner 

      Marlene Roylance 

21: Roy Stueve 

22: Christine Walter 

      Frank Baumgartner 

      Madison Robbins 

23: Jeannine Wehlermann 

      Michael Gordon 

      Robert Finch 

24: Gordon Schultz 

      Jeff Brown 

      Olivia Ellis 

      Rusty Griffaw 

      Stacy Brockmeier 

      Zac Bourque 

25: Brendan Palmier 

26: Welker Vaugh 

28: Jeremy Malusky 
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VICE-CHAIRMAN REPORT  
 

Have you wondered who handles the Altar Flowers?  

Who makes our large banners?  The Baptismal 

banners?  There are quite a few “behind-the-scenes” 

jobs that get done but we don’t know who does 

them.  We just know they get handled.  I would like 

to highlight these areas over the next few months.  

 

I personally, not as Vice Chair, have a couple of 

behind the scenes “jobs” that I have taken on over 

the past several years.  One of those jobs is helping 

with the collecting and delivering of the 

INASMUCH Food donations to the local Food 

Pantries. 

 

For years, ILC member, Norma McKee, took care of 

this project.  Health issues interfered with Norma 

continuing with this endeavor and I have been 

overseeing this for the last few years.   

 

We divide our food donations between Ozark Food 

Pantry and the United Methodist Church Food 

Pantry alternating deliveries between the two. UMC 

distributes to the public on Tuesdays and Ozark 

distributes on Saturdays.   

 

Our last delivery was to the Methodist Church on 

January 3rd and we delivered:  35 boxes of dry 

goods, 65 cans of canned goods, 23 condiment 

items, 5 lbs. of potatoes, bag of rice, 2 jars of peanut 

butter, bag of snacks and breakfast bars, 1 hand 

sanitizer and 2 pkgs. of men’s Depends.  

 

I received a thank you note from the Food Pantry 

Director, Beth Grannemann at First Methodist for 

this donation. She indicated that the donations are 

the life blood of the pantry and enables them to help 

many families each year in the Festus/Crystal City 

and surrounding area.   

 

I usually plan a delivery when the donations reach a 

point where they will fill up the back of my vehicle.  

Bins for donations are in the church Narthex and at 

the Family Life Center.   Thank you Immanuel for 

keeping this mission project going.  

 

Next month, I will highlight another “behind-the-

scenes” job.    

 

************* 

 

As Vice Chair of Immanuel, I hope to be of service 

to Chairman, Debbie Sevier and to any of the 

Boards that may need my help.  I am here also to 

listen and address any issue from any Immanuel 

member.  You are the Church, I and the other 

Officers are here to serve you as best we can.   

 

Beverly House  

 

 

From the Finance Board………….. 

In January to date, $15,358.67 has been received for 

the Budget. Our current budget position is shown in 

the table below.  This information is also provided 

bi-weekly in the bulletin. 

 2023 

Budget Requirement   $   12,650.62 

Budget Received        15,358.67 

Difference over or (under)   $    2,708.05 
 

Immanuel members continue to faithfully support 

the Daycare, Daycare Playground, Local Missions 

(InAsMuch), Youth and Sanctuary Renovations. 

Thank you for including your name or envelope 

number with your gifts.  If you would like to 

contribute electronically, there are cards in the pew 

pockets with a QRC code which can be scanned to 

make your gift.  The ILC website also has a link to 

e-giving. 

Please keep Immanuel in your prayers…..we are 

truly blessed! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joyce Budt, Chair 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

Immanuel offers many 

opportunities to praise God 

through music.   

Youth Choir: directed by Kadie 

Tauser, for children 2nd grade to 8th grade.  Rehearsals 

are on Wednesdays at 5 pm.  The choir sings at the 8 

am service on the 2nd Sunday and the 10:30 am 

service for the 4th Sunday each month.  

If you would like to add your musical ability in other 

instruments or special music to help beautify our 

worship, please contact Rhonda Johnson. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We are continuing with Unit 1 of Enduring Faith for 

all our Sunday School classes.  This unit is entitled: 

God Creates a World and a Kingdom.   

All are encouraged to join us at 9:15 in the FLC for 

a light breakfast and fellowship before we break into 

our classes for study.   

 

 

MIDWEEK 
Midweek meets at 5:45 for meal and 7:00 dismissal. 

Thank you to all that brings our children and to our 

staff who dedicates so much time and talents toward 

teaching. Want to help?  Want to teach?  Have 

questions?  Reach out to Debbie Sevier. 

 

VBS 

 
This summer at Vacation Bible School, we’re 

covered in Jesus’ grace! Our theme for this 

year, God’s Living Water: Covered in Jesus’ Grace, 

is inspired by 1 Timothy 1:14, which says, “The 

grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus.” Each of the lessons 

focuses on biblical accounts that emphasize the 

Living Water, Jesus Christ.  

Mark your calendars for the following important 

dates:  

• July 12-15 – training and decorating 

• July 16-21 – VBS evening and daytime 

• July 23 – Funfest 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION SEEKING A  

CHAIR FOR FUNFEST:  

Responsibilities will include:  

1. Work with Kathie Nelms/ILC Daycare to plan the 

activities.  

2. Work with MILC to plan the lunch.  

3. Work with WOI/LWML to get them to support 

something.... maybe cake walk.  

4. Work with the music department to offer 

entertainment.  

5. Work with Daycare & trustees on set up.  

6. Work with ILC members to get volunteers for all 

activities.  

7. Work with youth to support the running of 

activities.  

Contact Kerri Dawson, Anne Torrence, Katie 

Shemwell, or Debbie Sevier with any questions. 

 

 

 

https://teachthefaith.cph.org/gods-living-water
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