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Waiting and Looking 

In his Children’s book, “Oh, the places You’ll Go,” 

Dr. Suess invites his readers into a life of excitement 

and wonder. There are so many wonderful things to 

do, people to see and places to go! The book ends 

with a declaration “Kid, you’ll move mountains!” 

But Dr. Suess isn’t naïve. He lets the character know 

that sometimes things won’t go so well in life. You 

might get in a slump and there are times when things 

won’t go as you planned. In particular, Dr. Suess 

cautions against a most useless place: the waiting 

place. People are “just waiting for a train to go, or a 

bus to come, or the rain to go, or the phone to ring 

or the snow to snow,” etc. The point he makes is 

that people aren’t getting after it. They could be out 

there accomplishing challenges and overcoming 

obstacles, but instead, they are just waiting for 

things to happen. 

As we think about our lives as Christians, we are 

clearly warned against this side of waiting, 

especially as we end one year and start another. 

Recently, in 2 Thessalonians, we were warned 

against “idleness,” against waiting around and not 

using the gifts and abilities we have to love and 

serve others. Waiting in this sense is not a good 

thing. We are all too familiar with the consequences 

as a result of waiting. Instead of talking through a 

problem with a friend right away, you wait, and it 

festers and slowly grows into a big problem, so 

much so that you are no longer friends. You wait too 

long to pay your bills and you end up making late 

payments that involve additional fees. You know the 

tires need to be changed, but you wait too long, and 

now you’ve got a flat. Even though you feel you’re 

procrastination helps you work well under pressure, 

you wait too long to start on a big project and you 

can’t complete it. You wait to get a health problem 

checked out, and now the damage is permanent. And 

who suffers? You and your neighbors, those who 

God has called you to serve. Yes ,the waiting place 

can be very useless indeed! 

But there’s another aspect to waiting that isn’t 

useless. We just ended the church year and started a 

new one with the season of advent and Christmas 

and we are still waiting for Jesus to return. Yes, we 

are waiting to Epiphany once more, recalling the 

wisemen. But still its all past. The manger, the 

shepherds, the wisemen, all of that is in the history 

books. However, there are two parts of the Nicene 

creed that we confess that haven’t happened yet. 

“And he will come again in glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no 

end….” And I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.” With living and 

expectant hope in our Lord Jesus… we wait and 

look for these things! The Psalmist declares in 

Psalm 130 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and 

in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more 

than watchmen for the morning, more than 

watchmen for the morning. We wait for our Lord 

Jesus and in his word, we hope and cling to his 

promises. And someday, it will be as the Christmas 

hymn, Once in Royal David’s City, concludes: “Not 

in that poor, lowly stable With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, Set at God's right 

hand on high. Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound!” 

Pastor Craig 
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January Celebrations 
Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

10th:  Jim & Helen Metzinger 

19th:  Larry & Jan Sallis 

     Ronald & Donna Buehler 

29th:  R. Todd & Chris Killgore 

 

 

 

 

Women of Immanuel/LMWL 
 

“The Women of Immanuel would like to thank 

everyone who made the Reason for the Season a 

special evening. If there was a list, we know we'd 

miss someone, but you know who you are! Thank 

you again and let's all remember that Jesus is the 

Reason for the Season.” 

 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, January 22nd  

11:30 - 1:00.  The Women of Immanuel (WOI) will 

be having a kickoff meeting with a luncheon that 

will be provided.   

Agenda will include induction of new officers: 

Debbie Sevier   Chair 

Kerri Dawson   Vice-Chair 

Lynn Hoff   Secretary  

Jeannine Pillard  Treasurer 

• Discuss 2023 calendar 

- Priscilla Group 

- Fundraiser 

- Quilters  

- Mother/Daughter Tea 

- Rally 

- What else? 

Bring your creative thinking caps.   

Remember: ALL WOMEN of our congregation are 

invited to be a part of WOI/LWML.   

 

YAH! 
YAH will be meeting at noon on January 5th in the 

FLC.  Please bring your own lunch and beverage.  See 

you there!!! 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Consistent envelope users have a box with their name 

and envelope number on the tables in the Narthex 

Welcome Room.  If you have not been using 

envelopes, but would like to, please let the office 

know as soon as possible so that we can prepare a box 

for you. 

 

 

 1:  Logan Jackson 

 2:  James Meyer 

      June Conner 

 4:  Ron Wright 

 5:  Isabella Malusky 

      Ken Bins 

 6:  Fern Bowder 

      James Brewer 

 8:  Andrea Ellis 

      Kelsie Vallejo 

      Steve Kratzer 

 9:  Stephen Meyer 

10: David Doenges 

      Sophie Boofer 

11: Lorelei Womack 

12: Annemarie Westmoreland 

      Austin Pierce 

      Tyler Brown 

13: Donna Buehler  

14: Larry Sallis 

      Ronald Buehler 

 

16: Adlee Roth 

      Brett Berkbuegler 

      Dwayne Ruble 

      Taylor Long 

19: Andrew Loessl 

      Paul Sperry 

21: Carrie Malusky 

22: Ariella Buttner 

      Carson Heine 

      Jacob Schriver 

      Kyley Gartner 

23: Dale Weisbrod 

      Marilyn Baldonado 

      Vickie Skaggs 

25: Debbie Brandt 

26: Kendall Cole 

27: Babe Pratt 

      Pam Cernik 

      Sandy Bruce 

28: Carl Wilhelm 

      Joyce Malusky 

      Lisa Krodinger 

31: Aubrey Gordon 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON EVANGELISM  
God’s Blessings for a productive new year at 

Immanuel!  Since it is a new year and we all 

occasionally make resolutions, here are some things 

for everyone to think about! 

• What does the Lord expect from me this 

year? 

• Should I be involved in the workings and 

activities of the church? 

• What keeps me from getting involved? 

• What type of activities would I like to be 

associated with? 

• Is there something God wants from me that 

I’m not delivering on? 

• Do I know someone who needs Jesus? 

• Do I have a strength that could fill a need, 

either intellectually, spiritually or physically, 

at Immanuel or the community? 

Let the Holy Spirit analyze all of us and fill us with 

ideas and energy to serve as He would direct us. 

Things we will be doing in 2023 are 

• Grace Day – We are providing hoodies and 

underwear for all sizes.  We plan for 1000 

kids  

• Grief Share – will begin again Thursday, 

January 5th and continue for 13 weeks.   

• American Red Cross Blood Drive – We will 

host a Drive every 3 months, next on 

February 14th. 

• Households of Faith - We will host a full day 

witnessing program on a Saturday in March 

• First Responder Meals for Fire, Police and 

EMS and dispatchers 

• Have a church wide fundraising dinner in 

February or March to benefit Bethlehem 

Micro school in North St. Louis City.  

Homemade Chicken and Dumplings.  

Church wide means your physical help will 

be needed. We will need help in every aspect 

of the event, running jobs, sitting jobs, 

thinking jobs, watching and helping jobs and 

cooking and serving jobs.  We will also need 

PR people working the room to make sure 

everyone is happy and feels appreciated.  

Pray really hard about this! 

There are other things that will come up during the 

year, and if you want to be included, please let us 

know.  These things are all in addition to the regular 

Sunday school, Midweek school, VBS, Choirs and 

instrumental contributions.  We are in a good 

position to have a truly vibrant church for our Lord, 

but two or three people can’t do it all.  The Lord’s 

church needs all of us on a daily basis. 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Karen DeClue 

Eydie Thurman 

David Poley 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

The New Year is a celebration of the past and the 

future.  We take stock of the past with thanksgiving, 

sometimes even relief, and look to the future in hope 

and anticipation. 

- Stewardship Committee 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

Immanuel offers many opportunities to praise God 

through music.   

 

Youth Choir: directed by Kadie Tauser, for children 

2nd grade to 8th grade.  Rehearsals are on Wednesdays 

at 5 pm.  The choir sings at the 8 am service on the 

2nd Sunday and the 10:30 am service for the 4th 

Sunday each month. 

 

Joyful Noise: directed by Rachel Bierly, for high 

school aged and adult singers.  We sing for both 

services on the first Sunday each month. Rehearsal 

time has changed!!  We will meet on Thursdays at 

5:45 pm in the church balcony.  We will return to 

rehearsals in late January.   

 

If you would like to add your musical ability in other 

instruments or special music to help beautify our 

worship, please contact Rhonda Johnson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDWEEK 
Midweek returns after Christmas Break on January 

4th with our regular time of 5:45 for meal and 7:00 

dismissal. 

Thank you to all that brings our children and to our 

staff who dedicates so much time and talents toward 

teaching. 

Want to help?  Want to teach?  Have questions?  

Reach out to Debbie Sevier. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

REMINDER: No Sunday School on December 25th!! 

Our New Year begins on January 1st with Unit 1 of 

Enduring Faith for all our Sunday School classes.  

This unit is entitled: God Creates a World and a 

Kingdom.   

All are encouraged to join us at 9:15 in the FLC for a 

light breakfast and fellowship before we break into 

our classes for study.   
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From the Finance Board………….. 

In December to date, $15,664.12 has been received 

for the Budget. Our current budget position is shown 

in the table below.  This information is also provided 

bi-weekly in the bulletin. 

 2022 

Budget Requirement $ 310,874.10 

Budget Received    287,337.56 

Difference over or (under) ($ 23,536.54) 
 

The amount received for the budget in 2022 (year to 

date) is approximately 13% higher than the amount 

received at the same time in 2021.  Immanuel 

members continue to support the Daycare, Daycare 

Playground, Local Missions (InAsMuch), Youth and 

Sanctuary Renovations.  Many members purchased 

poinsettias which will beautify the Sanctuary at 

Christmas! 

Thank you for including your name or envelope 

number with your gifts.  If you would like to 

contribute electronically, there are cards in the pew 

pockets with a QRC code which can be scanned to 

make your gift.  The ILC website also has a link to e-

giving. 

I would like to thank Debbie Edwards, Donna 

Willhite, Pat Welker, Carol Maevers, and Kristy 

Stuber for their faithful service on the Finance Board 

this year.  Also thanks to Terry Mangan and Jeannine 

Pilliard for helping out when needed. 

Please keep Immanuel in your prayers…..we are truly 

blessed! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joyce Budt, Chair 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

 

 

INCOME YTD to 12-12-22  $282,235.15 

EXPENSES YTD “  $290,316.66 

Difference:             $-   8,081.51 

 

 

Commerce Bank – Balance  $30,753.76

 (general account)  

 

Total all Bank Accounts:   $160,429.52 

Total Restricted Accounts:  $171,544.84 

(restricted spending) 

 Difference:     $-11,115.32 
 

 

Final figures for end-of-the-year will not be available 

for a couple of weeks. A couple of expenses that will 

be upcoming before the end of the year are:  

$5,000.00 to purchase the current copier following 

end of the leasing period.  And our final payment to 

Synod which is estimated between $3,000 to $4,000 

(depending upon the final Finance Board accounting 

at the end of the month).   

 

A reminder again, for all Boards to turn in all final 

expenses for 2022 by January 2, 2023.  We would like 

to close out the books as soon as possible.  

 

I appreciate the opportunity to have served Immanuel 

as its Treasurer for the past three years.  I look 

forward to serving as Immanuel’s Vice Chairman in 

2023.   

 

 Submitted by:  Beverly House  
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