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A Global Perspective- March 2022 

 

The other day for the children’s message, I brought 

a globe of the world. On the globe, we found our 

state, and started talked about the different 

directions. What happens if you go north from 

Missouri? If you ignore roads and go in a straight 

line, you’d likely go through either Illinois or Iowa, 

followed by Minnesota or Wisconsin. As you kept 

going North, you might have to swim through Lake 

Superior followed by heading into Canada. Then, 

you might paddle your way through Hudson Bay, 

followed by more of Canada and eventually getting 

to the artic circle. But then, what happens? If you 

truly kept going North, eventually there would be no 

more places to go North on. You would eventually 

get to a specific point at the very top of the globe 

where you start going South. You would come out 

of the arctic circle and enter Russia. As you head 

south, you would go through various countries 

including, but not limited to Kazakhstan, 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India. You would enter a 

long boat ride through the Indian Ocean and scuffle 

through Antarctica. This time South would turn 

North. Finally, after another long northern stint 

through the Pacific Ocean, Mexico, and the 

Southern United States, you would get back to 

Missouri. 

But what if you went East or West? If you go West 

through the western United States, Pacific Ocean 

and Asia, the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic 

Ocean, through the East Coast and Appalachians, 

you would eventually get back to Missouri. But 

notice what didn’t happen. You never started to go 

East. You got back to Missouri and you wanted to 

keep going, you would still be going West. Same  

 

thing for if you went East. You could go all the way 

around the world, and never go West at all. Psalm 

103:8-13 tells us this: The LORD is merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his 

anger forever. He does not deal with us according to 

our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 

great is his steadfast love toward those who fear 

him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does 

he remove our transgressions from us. 

I love this passage. You can never go far enough 

East that you start going West. You can never go far 

enough West, to start going East. Similarly That’s 

how far away our Lord has removed our 

transgressions from us. The contemporary Christian 

band Casting Crowns, puts it beautifully in their 

song East to West: “Here I am, Lord and I'm 

drowning in Your sea of forgetfulness. The chains 

of yesterday surround me. I yearn for peace and rest. 

I don't want to end up where You found me. And it 

echoes in my mind, keeps me awake tonight. I know 

You've cast my sin as far as the east is from the 

west. And I stand before You now as, as though I've 

never sinned. But today I feel like I'm just one 

mistake away from You leavin' me this way. Jesus, 

can You show me just how far the east is from the 

west? 'Cause I can't bear to see the man I've been 

come risin' up in me again. In the arms of Your 

mercy I find rest. 'Cause You know just how far the 

East is from the West. From one scarred hand to the 

other. 

As we begin Lent in just a few days, look to the 

scarred hands of Jesus, knowing your sins have been 

carried far, far away, as far as the East is from the 

West… and they’re not coming back! 

  

~ Pastor Craig 
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Mark Your Calendar 
March 
 

 2nd: Ash Wednesday    

 3rd:  Noon YAH! Meeting 

 6th: Joyful Noise will be singing for both services 

 9th: Lenten Services at 10 am and 7 pm 

13th: Youth event  

16th: Lenten Services at 10 am and 7 pm 

20th: April Newsletter Articles Due 

23rd: Lenten Services at 10 am and 7 pm 

30th: Lenten Services at 10 am and 7 pm 

 

 

UPCOMING:  

April 3rd: Next Voter’s Meeting & Potluck 

April 16th: Easter Set Up – Volunteers Needed! 

April 17th: Easter Services & Breakfast 

May 1st : Confirmation 

May 12th: Blood Drive 

June 5th: New Member Orientation & Luncheon 

July 24th: VBS begins 

July 31st: Fun Fest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Celebrations 
Anniversaries 
  

7th: Danny & Connie Hassell 30th 

19th: Michael & Michelle Shadowens 28th  

31st: Dwayne & Darline Roth 10th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 1:  Ethan Deal 

 3:  Beverley Baker 

      Janene Shelledy 

      Mark Hoff 

      Sharon Williams 

 5:  Brendan Wehlermann 

      Melissa Boyer 

      Myra Roth 

 6:  Lailah Wehlermann 

      Lisa Bachek 

 7:  Carolyn Marler 

 8:  Austin Habsieger 

 9:  Eric Douglas 

      Jason Schubert 

      Pat Welker 

11: Brian Mayer 

      Lucy Finley 

     Robert Womack 

12: Brittney Gabris 

      Darlene Wehner 

      Jay Moore 

      John Sansoucie 

13: Carl Wilhelm Jr 

      Dane Carver 

      Rob King 

14: Jason Schultz 

15: Jacob Wehner 

16: Carter Mier 

      Kyle French 

      Rick Hosay 

19: Bailey Waller 

      Julie Engel 

      Kyndryk Poley 

      Ray Lindwedel 

20: Gunnar Hosay 

      Jake Brown 

      Mary Loessl 

21: Shane Ellis 

22: John Ibaviosa 

23: Ruth Bins 

24: Michele Wagner 

25: Gudrun Kaminskey 

26: Nicholas Palos Jr 

      Sue Weisbrod 

27: Carrie meir 

      Kinley Whitehead 

28: Jaedyn Portugal 

      Jessica Portugal 

      Lynn Hoff 

      Russ Bowder 

29: Grace Tauser 

      Valarie Vogelsang 

31: Corey Cathcart 

 

We are looking for help with ushering for worship services.  

If you would like to volunteer, please reach out to the church 

office or Ed Malusky at 785-498-9075 or 

at em_sky@outlook.com. 
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WITNESSES TO CHRIST: 

PEOPLE FROM HIS PASSION 

 

This Lent, our life in Christ will be 

strengthened as we hear the 

witness of those in John’s Gospel 

who journeyed to the cross. Along 

the way, we’ll meet villains, such 

as Barabbas and Pontius Pilate, as 

well as sinners, such as Peter (who denied Jesus three 

times), Mary Magdalene (who was possessed by 

seven demons), and Judas Iscariot (who betrayed 

Jesus for thirty pieces of silver). 

Please join us for worship as we hear the witness of 

these people in John’s Gospel: 

Ash Wednesday: John the Baptist, John 1:29–34 

Midweek of Lent 1: Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and 

Martha, John 12:1–11 

Midweek of Lent 2: Malchus, John 18:1–11 

Midweek of Lent 3: Peter, John 18:12–27 

Midweek of Lent 4: Barabbas, John 18:33–40 

Midweek of Lent 5: Pontius Pilate, John 19:1–16 

Maundy (Holy) Thursday: Judas Iscariot, John 

13:21–30 

Good Friday: John, the Gospel Writer, John 19:25–37 

The Vigil of Easter: Nicodemus, John 19:38–42 

The Resurrection of Our Lord: Mary Magdalene, 

John 20:1–18 

 

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

We are in the planning stages of having New 

Member Orientation Luncheons! This is NEW! It’s 

EXCITING and GREATLY ANTICIPATED, it’s a 

BIG DEAL!  

Save these dates – June 5th and November 16th.   

 

Welcoming new members into our flock and helping 

them to assimilate is critical to the health of church 

families, just as it is when new members appear into 

our own families or groups of friends. Please join us 

in our efforts to make everyone feel welcome and 

valued. We will be contacting YOU for your help! 

More to come as plans evolve! 

 

Carol James – Chair 

SOME THOUGHTS ON EVANGELISM 
 

Immanuel = God with us! 

How can Immanuel serve the Lord?  How do we 

let people know where and who we are?  We need 

your thoughts, your prayers and your help!   

 

Immanuel will repeat the very helpful Griefshare 

program this Spring.  Anyone grieving a loved one, 

whether recent or years ago, is welcome to attend.  

Day and time will be announced later.  There will be 

a signup sheet so we can plan for our group. 

We have adopted a Navy Chaplain, Lt. Ross Engle, 

who is aboard the USS Gridley, DDG.  There is 

information on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

More will come when we have further conversations 

with him. 

David Poley is working with the 

American Red Cross for a blood 

drive at Immanuel.  It is 

scheduled for May 12th from 

1:00 to 6:00 p.m. We could use 

some volunteers to help unload 

and load the truck, and to man 

the tables.  There will be signup sheets and more 

information later.  We pray the Lord will bring 

people eager to help people to donate blood.   

We are thinking of sponsoring a 5K walk/run, 

perhaps in June.  Proceeds from registrations would 

be used for charity.  

Have a God Blessed March.  May the hope of 

Spring bring a renewed life in all of us at Immanuel! 

 

~Karen DeClue 
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From the Finance Board………….. 

During February, $21,154.46 was received for the 

Budget.  Our current budget position is shown in the 

table below.  This information is also reported in the 

bulletin bi-weekly. 

Budget Requirement $ 37,304.88 

Budget Received    31,851.65 

Difference over or (under) ($  5,453.23) 
 

Immanuel members continue to faithfully support 

the Daycare, Local Missions, NYG, the Daycare 

Playground and Sanctuary Renovations.  The NYG 

“Mini M&Ms” fundraiser made almost $400. 

Thank you for putting your name (or envelope 

number) on the outside of the envelope with your 

offering.  This helps the Finance Board properly 

record the gifts.  Feel free to use the generic 

envelopes in the pews or a plain envelope for your 

offering. 

Thank you for your continued prayers for Immanuel.  

We are truly blessed! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joyce Budt, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT  

 

 

INCOME for February, 2022: $12,448.28  

EXPENSES for February, 2022: $12,483.65  

Difference:          $     -35.37    

 

INCOME YTD   $  32,221.24 

EXPENSES YTD   $  35,922.84 

Difference:               $  - 3,701.50  

 

 

Commerce Bank – Balance   $21,559.84  

(general account)  

 

Total all Bank Accounts:   $160,322.48 

Total Dedicated Accounts:  $188,325.78   

(restricted spending) 

 Difference:     $ -28,003.30 

 

 

Thrivent Members – Choice Dollars  

 

Please take note that all Choice Dollars received by 

Immanuel in 2022 will be split between Funfest and 

Sanctuary Renovations accounts.  

 

Thank you to all Thrivent Members that direct your 

Dollars our way.   

 

It is nice to see the increase in attendance at our 

Sunday Services.  I know that some are returning 

following Covid shut down.  We also have new 

faces joining us regularly, which is always nice to 

see.  Immanuel continues moving forward to Know, 

Grow, Go & Show God’s love.     

  

Respectfully submitted,   

Beverly House  
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MIDWEEK 
Midweek Perfect attendance for January: 

 

Blake Gordon 

Ali Waltman 

Grace Waltman 

Grace Tauser 

 

All children kindergarten to 5th grade are welcome 

to join us.  We start with a dinner at 5:45, followed 

by class time and we end at 7:00. 

 

Our Midweek classes will be holding an end of year 

party on the 23rd this month.  Be sure to mark your 

calendar to attend!  

 

We also offer a Youth Bible Study for our older 

children.  It’s a great way to get involved and meet 

some new church friends.  

 

Any questions, please contact Debbie Sevier. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

EVERYONE is welcomed 9:15 to 10:15 each 

Sunday at the FLC for Sunday School.   

 

We are continuing with the Enduring Faith series in 

both the children’s classes and the adult 

study.    Everyone is encouraged to come and learn 

about Jesus and His impact on our lives today and 

tomorrow. 

A light breakfast is donated each week. Signup in 

the FLC. 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Joyful Noise would like to invite all adult and high 

school aged people who like to sing to join us.  We 

rehearse in the church on Mondays and offer 2 

options for rehearsal times: one at 3 pm and one at 

6:30 pm.  Come to whichever time works better for 

you.     

We will be singing March 6th for both services and 

May 1st for both services.   

If you have questions or would like more 

information, please contact Rachel Bierly at 773-

443-2916 or the church office.  

Anyone wishing to share musical talents, 

vocal…instrumental…teens….adults….soloists or 

groups, are always welcomed and appreciated. Please 

contact Rhonda Johnson if you are interested. 
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