IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sharing the Love, Joy & Peace of Jesus

Good Friday Tenebrae Service – April 2, 2021
THE TENEBRAE SERVICE:

Originally a service that was observed during each of the last three days of Holy
Week, Tenebrae has become a service widely used on the evening of Good Friday. Named from the Latin word for
darkness, Tenebrae is a very solemn service that is conducted in subdued lighting and ends in darkness. Despite its
somberness, Tenebrae is in no way a ‘funeral’ service for Christ. Instead it is a service that reflects the horrible price that
Jesus paid to win the victory that freed us from sin, death and the devil.
Tenebrae is filled with symbolism. At the beginning of the service candles (normally seven) are placed before the
altar and lit. The service is typically constructed of seven readings followed by responsive readings of Psalms and
reflective music and hymnody. While the traditional readings reflect the seven last words of Jesus from the Cross, other
readings that focus us on the Cross may be used in Tenebrae. At the conclusion of each reading a candle is extinguished
and the sanctuary lights are lowered to represent the ebbing life of Christ on the Cross. After the final reading and the
extinguishing of the final candle, the Christ Candle is removed from the sanctuary to symbolize Christ’s body being
removed from the Cross and placed in the tomb. At the close of the service a large book is slammed shut for the strepitus the sound symbolizing the sealing of Christ’s tomb.
The service ends in darkness and silence. After silent prayer, the congregation leaves the sanctuary in silence to
prepare for our gathering together for the Easter celebration. At the beginning of the Great Vigil of Easter (Saturday
night) the Christ candle is brought back into the sanctuary in the darkness remaining from Tenebrae. The Great Vigil of
Easter then reverses the light-to-darkness of Tenebrae by moving from darkness to light as we celebrate Christ’s
resurrection.

Prelude – “Were you there?” Kathy Hogue-piano
Pastor:

Dear Friends, we have come together at this solemn moment in the life of the church to reflect on the
suffering of Our Lord in his last days, and to dwell on our own shortcomings and human failures. Our
hearts are heavy with sorrow and contrition as we pray forgiveness for the errors of our foolish and
arrogant ways.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
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OPENING HYMN - #450 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”
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Verses 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

What language shall I borrow
To thank Thee, dearest Friend,
For this Thy dying sorrow,
Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine forever!
And should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never,
Outlive my love for Thee.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000800

Tune: Public domain

THE INVOCATION
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost
People: Amen.
RESPONSIVE READING
Pastor:
He was despised and rejected of all, a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief, and we hid our faces
from him. He was despised, and we knew him not.
People: Surely he has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows. Yet we knew him stricken, smitten of God,
and afflicted.
Pastor:
But he was wounded for our transgressions. He was bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement of
our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.
All:
All we like sheep have gone astray. We have turned each of us to our own ways, and God has laid on
him the iniquity of us all.
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THE COLLECT
Pastor:
Let us pray.
ALL:
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, You do not desire the death of sinners, but rather you desire
that we should turn from our wicked ways and live, we plead with You to turn from us those
punishments which we by our sins have deserved and to grant us grace ever hereafter to serve You
in holiness and pureness of living, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
Cong.
Amen!
Old Testament Reading – Exodus 12:1-14
1
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning of
months. It shall be the first month of the year for you.
3
Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according
to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household.
4
And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the
number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb.
5
Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the
goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation
of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.
7
“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which
they eat it.
8
They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat
it.
9
Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts.
10
And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.
11
In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover.
12
For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.
13
The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over
you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.
14
“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your
generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.
SPECIAL MUSIC – “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
Solo-Michaela Farnsworth
SCRIPTURE READING - Matthew 26:36-45
36
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go
over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful
and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and
keep watch with me.”
39
Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup
be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
40
Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Could you men not keep watch with me for one
hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
body is weak.”
42
He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I
drink it, may your will be done.”
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43

When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and
went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 45 Then he returned to the disciples and
said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners.”
THE EXTINGUISHING OF A CANDLE
RESPONSIVE READING
Pastor:
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to your loving kindness. According to the multitude of your
tender mercies, blot out my transgressions.
People: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. I acknowledge my
transgressions, and my sins are ever before me.
Pastor:
Behold, I was raised in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, you desire truth in the
inward parts, and in the hidden parts you shall make me to know wisdom.
People: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not from your
presence, and take not your holy spirit from me.
Music: #436 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” Verses 1, 2
arranged by Jason W. Krug

1

Go to dark Gethsemane,
All who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see,
Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away;
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

2

Follow to the judgment hall,
View the Lord of life arraigned;
Oh, the wormwood and the gall!
Oh, the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss;
Learn from Him to bear the cross.

Text: Public domain

SCRIPTURE READING - Matthew 26:47-56
47
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords
and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with
them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed
him.
50
Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came for.” Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him.
51
With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest,
cutting off his ear.
52
“Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do
you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54
But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”
55
At that time Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs
to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But this has all taken
place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.
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THE EXTINGUISHING OF A CANDLE
RESPONSIVE READING
Pastor:
O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger, nor chasten me in your displeasure
People: Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak. O Lord, heal me in my distress.
Pastor: For in death there is no remembrance of you. In the grave who shall give you thanks?
People: The Lord has heard my supplication. The Lord will receive my prayer.
MUSIC – #436 “Go to Dark Gethsamane” Verses 3,4
3 Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb;
There, adoring at His feet,
Mark that miracle of time,
God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear Him cry;
Learn from Jesus Christ to die.
4

Early hasten to the tomb
Where they laid His breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom.
Who has taken Him away?
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes.
Savior, teach us so to rise.

Text: Public domain

SCRIPTURE READING - Matthew 26:57-75
57
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the teachers of the law and the
elders had assembled. 58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He
entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome.
59
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put
him to death.
60
But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward 61 and
declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”
62
Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that
these men are bringing against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under
oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.”
64
“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
65
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more
witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.
66
What do you think?” “He is worthy of death,” they answered.
67
Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us,
Christ. Who hit you?”
69
Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus of
Galilee,” she said.
70
But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.
71
Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, “This fellow was
with Jesus of Nazareth.”
72
He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!”
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73

After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them, for your
accent gives you away.”
74
Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” Immediately a
rooster crowed.
75
Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three
times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.
THE EXTINGUISHING OF A CANDLE
RESPONSIVE READING
Pastor:
Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come unto you.
People: Hide not your face from me in the days when I am in trouble. Incline your ear unto me when I call.
Pastor:
My days are like a shadow that wanes, and I am withered like the grass.
People: But you, O Lord, shall endure forever, and your remembrance unto all generations.
HYMN - #439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”

Text and tune: Public domain
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Verses 1, 2 & 3

SCRIPTURE READING - Matthew 27:1-5
1
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to put Jesus to
death. 2 They bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate, the governor.
3
When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned
the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. 4 “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent
blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.”
5
So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.
THE EXTINGUISHING OF A CANDLE
RESPONSIVE READING
Pastor:
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are concealed.
People: Blessed are they unto whom the Lord punishes not wickedness, and in whose spirit there is no
deceit.
Pastor:
The Lord is our hiding place. He shall protect us from trouble, and shall surround us with songs of
deliverance.
People: Many sorrows shall be to the wicked, but those who trust in the Lord shall receive mercy.
HYMN - #439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”
Verses 4 & 5

4

What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander;
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him,
Who would not know Him.

5

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted;
God is committed.

Text: Public domain

SCRIPTURE READING - Luke 23:12-25
12
That day Herod and Pilate became friendsCbefore this they had been enemies.
13
Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought me this
man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no
basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done
nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.”
18
With one voice they cried out, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas had been thrown
into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)
20
Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”
22
For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no
grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.”
23
But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate
decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and
murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.
THE EXTINGUISHING OF A CANDLE
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RESPONSIVE READING
Pastor:
Hear my prayer, O Lord. Give ear to my supplications. In your faithfulness and in your righteousness,
answer me.
People: Enter not into judgment with your servant, for in your sight shall no man living be justified.
Pastor:
Deliver me, O Lord, from my enemies, for I fly unto you for safety.
People: Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. Your spirit is good. Lead me into the land of
righteousness.
HYMN - #439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”
Verses 6 & 7

6

There was no spot in me by sin untainted;
Sick with sin’s poison, all my heart had fainted;
My heavy guilt to hell had well-nigh brought me,
Such woe it wrought me.

7

O wondrous love, whose depth no heart hath sounded,
That brought Thee here, by foes and thieves surrounded!
All worldly pleasures, heedless, I was trying
While Thou wert dying.

SCRIPTURE READING - Luke 23:26-34
26
As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the
cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people followed him, including women who
mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me;
weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, “Blessed are the barren
women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!” 30 Then they will say to the mountains,
“Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”
31
For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
32
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they came to the place
called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals; one on His right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus
said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting
lots.
THE EXTINGUISHING OF A CANDLE
RESPONSIVE READING
Pastor: O Lord, rebuke me not in your wrath, neither chasten me in your displeasure.
People: For my iniquities are gone over my head, and as a heavy burden, I can bear them no more.
Pastor: I am troubled. I am bowed down greatly. I go mourning all the day long.
People: I am feeble and sore broken. I have cried out by reason of the dis-quietness of my heart.
Pastor: My heart pants. My strength fails me. The light of my eyes is gone from me.
People: Forsake me not, O Lord. O my God, be not far from me.
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HYMN - #439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” Verses 8 & 9
8 O mighty King, no time can dim Thy glory!
How shall I spread abroad Thy wondrous story?
How shall I find some worthy gifts to proffer?
What dare I offer?
9

For vainly doth our human wisdom ponder—
Thy woes, Thy mercy, still transcend our wonder.
Oh, how should I do aught that could delight Thee!
Can I requite Thee?

Text: Public domain

SCRIPTURE READING - Luke 23:39-47
39
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!”
40
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”
42
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “I tell you the
truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
44
It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 for the sun
stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.
46
Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this,
he breathed his last.
47
The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.”
THE EXTINGUISHING OF A CANDLE
RESPONSIVE READING
Pastor:
Out of the depths have I cried unto you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice, and let your ears be attentive to
the voice of my supplications.
People: If you, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with you, that
you might be feared.
Pastor:
I will wait for the Lord. My soul waits, and in his word do I hope.
People: My soul waits for the Lord more than they who watch for the morning.
All:
Let us hope in the Lord. For with the Lord there is mercy and with him is plenteous redemption, and
he shall redeem us from all our iniquities.
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HYMN - #547

The Lamb

Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000800

HOMILY – Pastor Farnsworth
THE LORD'S PRAYER (To be whispered)
ALL:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
SCRIPTURE VERSE - John 16:16
A little while and you shall not see me, and again, a little while, and you shall see me.
THE CHRIST CANDLE IS REMOVED - Symbolizing the removal of Christ from the Cross and his burial. The candle will
return Easter Vigil Night.
SCRIPTURE VERSE – Matthew 27:57-60
And Joseph of Arimathea took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb,
which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away.
THE CLOSING OF THE BOOK - Symbolizing the sealing of Christ’s tomb.

10

SILENT PRAYER
The congregation leaves in silence.
Wait for Ushers to excuse you. Please leave nothing in the pews. Place pencils, attendance card and offering in
the basket in front of the Baptismal Font. Please quietly return to your cars.

EASTER
The Resurrection of Our Lord - April 4th
Divine Services at 9:00am and 10am

GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You
have poured out upon us Your never-ending love by giving
Your Son, Jesus Christ, into death on the cross for us. Give us
grace to know nothing except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
Strengthen the ministry of Your Church to bring Jesus’ love to
all those for whom He died. For he lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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