
... from the Pastor
	

Set Free in Christ!
     “It’s a free country!  I can do as I please!”  That 
statement, spoken by a child or an adult, seems to 
summarize an ever popular perspective.  In the United 
States, we like to think of ourselves as 
“free.”  Indeed, we are thankful 
that we are not under the 
tyranny of a dictator like the 
people in so many 
countries around the 
world.  
   However, “being free” 
may often be confused 
with another viewpoint, “I 
can do as I please.”  The Lord 
Jesus reminds us, “... everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin” (John 8:34).  
The Bible goes on to affirm (Galatians 4) that in our 

natural state, human beings, are held captive by 
sin and by the law. We are bound by “spiritual 
chains.”  In and of ourselves, we are powerless 
to break these chains.
    One of the great emphases this month is the 
celebration of the Lutheran Reformation (Oct. 
31).  Reformation theology is very simple, 
speaking to the human condition of being 
bound to sin.  The Reformation’s message still 
echos loud and clear:  without Christ, all seems 
hopeless; with Christ, we are set free from the 
fetters of sin. We become free to serve our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
     St. Paul says it best: “For freedom Christ 
has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do 
not submit again to a yoke of slavery…. For 
you were called to freedom, brothers.  Only do 
not use your freedom as an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one another.” 

(Galatians 5:1, 13).       
     The life of the Apostle Paul bears witness to the 
power of Christ to “set the captive free” (Isaiah 
61:1). In his epistles, he continually refers to himself 
as a “bondservant‘ or “slave” of Jesus Christ.  For the 
sake of the Gospel, Paul became an actual prisoner, 
“bound by chains as a criminal” (II Tim. 2:9a).
  Who doesn’t love his/her freedom?  Another 
celebration of the Reformation of Martin Luther 

gladly reminds us that, apart from Christ, 
we are hopelessly bound by the 

chains of sin. But thanks be to 
God that “the Word of God is 
not bound” (Romans 2:9b). 
In that “unbound Word,” the 
Gospel of Jesus, we are free to 
live as forgiven sinners and 

free to serve our forgiving 
Savior. 

@ Pr. Douglas K. Escue
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Quote for the Month of October

“By Grace, God’s Son, our only 
Savior, came down to earth to 
bear our sin. Was it because of 
your own merit that Jesus died 

your soul to win?  No, it was grace, 
and grace alone, that brought Him 

from His heavenly throne”
--C.L.Ludwig Scheidt

Lutheran Service Book, #566, stanza 3.  Scheidt’s full hymn will be sung 
on Reformation Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019 at Immanuuel.
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The Reformation’s 
message was loud and clear:  

without Christ, all seems hopeless; 
with Christ, we are set free 

from the fetters of sin. 
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those sponsorsing flowers

Altar Flowers for 
October

10/06: Deanna Runer, in memory of 
friends TDEEDEE LINDENBAUMT 
and TMELISSA PESERRAT both 
of whom recently passed 
away from cancer.

10/13: Linda Muzio,  in honor of her 
mother, Bessie Potella 
Young--age 100!

10/20: Maggie Rubino, in memory of 
the 12th anniversary of the 
passing of her husband, TART 
RUBINOT (d. 10.15.2005) 

10/27:  Gary & Bettye Keiser, on the 
occasion of their anniversary 
(10.14)

October Birthdays
Immanuel members celebrating 
this month:

Natalie Bodelson 		 October 1
Richard Haase	 	 October 3
Malcolm Schnitker	 October 7
Margaret Heidemann  	 October 8
Daniel Trujillo	 	 October 16
Deanna Runer	 	 October 21
William Bodelson              October 25
Bill Buchholz	 	 October 26

October 
Anniversaries

Gary & Elizabeth Keiser	 10/14/95
Dennis & Adrienne Riddle	10/21/03
Phil & Kelly Hypes 10/22/16

______________________

If IMMANUEL’S IMAGES has missed your 
birthday or anniversary, please, accept 
our apologies.  Please, contact the 
church office so that we can 
correct the oversight 
(983-7568).

The Church Year in October

     The month of October continues the long “green season” of 
Pentecost (liturgical color).  Minor festivals that occur this 
month:

• Oct. 18:  St. Luke, Evangelist
•  Oct. 28:  St. Simon & St. Jude, Apostles

•  Oct. 31:  Reformation Day
NOTE:  The Lutheran Service Book includes (on p. xii ) a calendar of commemorations 

of men and women from both the Old and New Testaments and from the first 19 centuries 
of the church’s life.  The purpose of recalling these individuals is not that we honor them 
for their own sake, but as examples of those in whom the saving work of Jesus Christ has 
been made known.  You can learn more about those commemorated by typing the web 
search: LCMS Commemorations

Commemorations

• Oct.  7  Henry Melchior Muhlenberg,   Pastor, 18th cent. Colonial America

• Oct   9   Abraham, Old Testament Patriarch

• Oct. 11  Philip the Deacon, New Testament Deacon

• Oct. 17  Ignatius of Antioch, Apostolic Father and Martyr, 2nd cent.  
• Oct. 25  Dorcas (Tabitha), Lydia, & Phoebe, Faithful Women of the New Testament

• Oct. 26  Philipp Nicolai, Johann Heermann, & Paul Gerhardt, Hymnwriters

No “Second 
Sunday” Brunch 
this month due to 
Oktoberfest on 
Reformation 
Sunday, Oct. 27. 
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Divine Service Assistants for 
October 

We thank all those who serve God’s people at Divine 
Services this month.
  

Ushers and Greeters (9:30AM):
Todd Frybarger, Carl Guenther, John Guenther,  Thomas 
Wagner

(Men and women are invited to serve as ushers and greeters for the 
9:30AM service.  If you would like to serve as an usher, greeter, please 
contact the church office, 983-7568.)
  

Organists
10/06    Ray Graumlich
10/13    Cindi Stetson
10/20    Ray Graumlich
10/27    Cindi Stetson

Communion Assistants/Lectors:
(Members of Immanuel’s Board of Elders serve on Communion Sundays)

10/06    Phil Hypes 10/20     Steve Zappe

Lectors:
(Those who read the Scripture lessons on non-
Communion Sundays)

10/13  Barbara Damron 10/27   

Acolytes:

Altar Care:  Christine Van Doric/Boots Butler   

Treasurer’s Report
(As of September 30, 2019)

General Fund Contributions (Jan. - Sept.):  $150,952.17
Expenditures (Jan.-Sept.):  $145,438.21

   The following offerings/tithes are from members that have given to the 
Church Work Program (Budget) in the month of Septermber.  These 
figures include those members who give electronically through the 
Joyful Response program.  (For more info about the Joyful Response, 
please, contact the church office at 983-7568.)

2019 Adopted Work Program:  $ 178, 242.00  
(Monthly Ave. need:   $  14,853.50

                 (Sunday Ave. need:   $   3,363.00 

10/06  Natalie Bodelson 10/20   Natalie Bodelson
10/13  Nathan Wagner 10/27   Natalie Bodelson

October’s Stewardship Thought…

 We should always be prepared to give to the 
needs of others, especially as prompted by the 

Holy Spirit.

“But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, 
and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in 

him?” 1 John 3:17 -
-

NOTE:  On the second Sunday of each month a “Stewardship Thought” is 
read by one of the members during the Divine Service.

PORTALS 
OF PRAYER:  

Copies of the Oct.-Dec. POP can be 
found on the information table.  LARGE 

PRINT versions are also available.

Jewish Holiday 
Event

     
Please, note: Immanuel’s 
neighbor, Temple Beth Shalom, 
205 E. Barcelona Road, will be 
celebrating the following Jewish 
holiday in October. 

October 8-9

     This festival will increase 
automobile traffic in our 
neighborhood.  The Temple has 
been given permission to use 
Immanuel’s parking lot in order 
to relieve congestion on 
Barcelona Road.   
    NOTE:  Read about the origin 
of Jewish festivals in Exodus 23, 
including the Day of Atonement 
(Ex. 23:26ff)

... looking ahead to next month
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Please, remember to set your clocks back on Sunday, Nov. 03, 2019.

….special offering on Oct. 27th

Designated Offering
    You are encouraged to use the special envelope 
located in your offering envelope box (Reformation 
Sunday, 10.27) for “Evangelism/Outreach Opportunities in Santa Fe”  
These special envelopes go to supplement special 
ministries in our congregation and are to be used in 
addition to your regular weekly giving.

...in memorium

A Gift for Immanuel
Dear Rev. Escue:		 	           August 30, 2019
     My son, William Hansen, died on July 15, 2019.  Family 
has agreed that our memorials should go to Immanuel where 
he was confirmed and spent many years.  I am enclosing the 
donations for this purpose.  He was born on Sept. 11, 1969 
and baptized in Ft. Collins, CO.  Since his death from a 
sudden heart attack was totally unexpected, I did not expect 
the overwhelming response of friends and family, but here it 
is.  Use the money ($525) for whatever purpose you find most 
suitable.Yours truly,  Nancy Jane Hansen
ED NOTE: The Hanson family were members of Immanuel 
during the 1980s and 1990s.

... official acts

HOLY BAPTISM  
       We praise God for the gift of faith given 
to John Baoquan Guenther (b. 06.23.2019 in 

ABQ) in the 
Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism 
on August 11, 
2019. (son of 
John and Fei 
Guenther).  
His sponsors 
were Fan Xu 
(Fei’s sister) 
and Carl 
Guenther 
(John’s brother).  Following the service, members 
presented the Guenthers with gifts of diapers and other 
baby items.  John & Fei with to thank congregational 
members for their generosity. 



IMMANUEL’S IMAGES Immanuel Lutheran Church Newsletter                                                                                                    October 2019 IMMANUEL’S IMAGES Immanuel Lutheran Church Newsletter                                                                                                    October 2019

VISITORS IN SEPTEMBERVISITORS IN SEPTEMBERVISITORS IN SEPTEMBER

       We were happy to record the following visitors at Divine 
Services in September:
       We were happy to record the following visitors at Divine 
Services in September:
       We were happy to record the following visitors at Divine 
Services in September:

Sept. 1st Paul & Linda Steinbarr
John & Jane Freeman
Aigul
Mara Brophy
Leslie Boardman

Apache Junction, AZ
Santa Fe, NM
Kazakhstan & TX
Ojo Caliente NM
Alb., NM

Sept. 8th Lanette DeRose
Dan & Cindy Redecker
Mariachi San Pablo & crew

Wake Forest, NC
Altenburg, MO
El Paso, TX

Sept. 15th John Guenther, Sr.
Kate Morrison

Las Cruces, NM
Canada

Sept. 22nd Ann Stanciu
Jerry & Mary Anderson

Santa Fe, NM
Palatine, IL

Sept. 29th Ed & Carolyn Moerbe
Mary & Bill Richardson
Delvan & Nancy Leimer
James & Lisa Herbert
Rev. Ken & Val Hennings

Dallas, TX
Clarinda, IA
Pampa, TX
Vancouver, WA
Burnet, TX

...let the children come

Sunday School News    
    Immanuel Sunday School:

•  for children, ages 3-14
•  meets 3 Sundays a month 

following Divine Service
•  SS hour begins with an opening in 

the basement.

Lessons for October 2019:
• 10/06--”Samson”
• 10/13--”Ruth”
• 10/20--”God’s Servant Samuel”
                “Saul Becomes KIng”
• 10/27--OKTOBERFEST--No Sunday School

Parents, please, note that if you can't make it for 
Sunday School, you can find excellent summary and study 
notes, including an audio discussion of the lesson at: 
https://seedsoffaith.cph.org/ (Seeds of Faith Podcast).  
Select in menu:  Chronological>New Testament 2: Jesus Shows He 
is True God

...pray every day for those in need

Prayer Requests
     In need of prayer?  Jesus declared to all those who 
have faith in Him:  “I tell you the truth, My Father will 
give you whatever you ask in My Name.” - John 16:23.  
Please, contact the Pastor or the Board of Elders 
(983-7568) for prayer.  Requests will be printed in the 
Sunday bulletin and offered during the Divine Service.

Requests made and presented in September: 

Sunday, Sept. 1st 
• those traveling for the Labor Day weekend 
• Gentle Shepherd Preschool--the children, their families, and our staff--

new school-year begins, 09.03 
• the family of +Eddie Saltz+ who mourn his passing, d.08.24 (Eddie 

served briefly as ILC organist in 2015)
• Camden Madsen--recovery from heart surgery  (grandson of Steve & 

Cindy Madsen)
 Sunday, Sept. 8th 

• all the grandparents in our congregation (Grandparents’ Day, 09/08)
• the City of Santa Fe 
• our nation as it remembers 9/11
• members of the Mariachi San Pablo ensemble 
• those affected by Hurricane Dorian

Sunday, Sept. 15th

• Christian education and nurture at Immanuel
• family and friends of TMarion ScottT--d. 

09.07.2019 (aunt of John Potter) 
Sunday, Sept. 22nd 

• Pastor Escue--surgery 09.23
• Houston area flooding

Sunday, Sept. 29th

• Pastor Escue—continued healing 
• upcoming surgery--J.R. Damron, Bruce Adams
• Ian Baker--concerns 

“...do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known  to God” 

- Philippians 4:6

Growing in Christ is 
the curriculum used 
by the teachers of 
Immanuel Lutheran 
Sunday School.  GC 
is published by 
Concordia 
Publishing House, 
St. Louis, MO.

Bible Verse for October...
“For God gave us a spirit not of fear, but of power, 

love, and self-control.”  - II Tim. 1:7
Read it and set it to memory!

...you’re invited

Sunday School Hike/Picnic
• When: Sunday, Oct. 6th, following Sunday School 
• Where: Aspen Vista Trail, Santa Fe National Forest; 33 

min. from the church (14.8 mi) via NM-475/Hyde Park 
Rd (Weather permitting!)

• Who:  Everyone is invited to join SS families for this 
beautiful fall hike in the mountains.  Bring a sack lunch.

... Sunday Mornings in October

Adult Bible Class

     Please, join the Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 
(10:45AM) during the month of October for a new study:

 
Topic: “The Hard Sayings of Jesus”

Christians love Jesus, our Savior and Lord, including His 
recorded words, but sometimes His sayings are, frankly, 
difficult to understand.  The class will look at some of those 
difficult sayings and teachings of Jesus. We thank David 
Linder for teaching the class.

     ...serving Santa Fe families since 1989

Gentle Shepherd Preschool News
      Gentle Shepherd Lutheran Preschool resumed classes on September 3rd.  
The Preschool staff (Laura Escue, director and teacher; Kathy Neer, teacher) were 
installed at the Divine Service on Sunday, Sept. 15th.  GSLP began its 30th 
year of serving families and children in Santa Fe with quality, Christian pre-
kindergarten care.  Laura reports an enrollment of 16 children.  
     Also, a big thank you to everyone who used the special “Gentle Shepherd 
Preschool” envelope on the second Sunday in September—Sept. 8th.  

Donations are designated for scholarships, supplies, and other expenses.

...from the Bible Handbook for Students:

Who was the successor to the 
prophet Elijah?

  Elisha became Elijah’s successor. He 
was promised by Elijah that if he saw 
Elijah being taken from him, he would 
receive a double portion of his spirit.

  Join the BBBS each Thursday at noon 
for a one-hour study.  Bring your Bible 
and a sack lunch.  The class, taught by Pastor Escue, 
includes: 
• the reading of a chapter of the Bible 
• discussion on the verses read
• informative handouts
• original word study (Hebrew) presented on select words 

in the text 

Present topic: 
II Kings (The Divided Monarchy)
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Adelante
    From July 21-August 
04, members of 
Immanuel donated over 
175 lbs of hygiene items 
and school supplies to be 
distributed to families of 
children who attend 
SFPS.  Special thanks go 
to Malcolm Schnitker 
who delivered the 
supplies.  Thank you, 
Immanuel members for 
supporting those in need!  (See note below.)

Malcolm Schnitker and Todd Frybarger pack up 
supplies donated to Adelante by ILC members (08.07).

Thank you for 
your generous 

donation of 
hygiene items 

and school supplies for the SFPS 
Adelante Program.  We appreciate your 
support of families in Santa Fe who are 

experiencing homelessness!

      ...thank you
Solace Crisis Treatment Center 

“Teddy Bear” Donations

      At the end of August, members of ILC responded to 
the appeal for teddy bears and art supplies to the Solace 
Treatment Center.
      Solace Crisis Treatment Center, Santa Fe, provides 
counseling, support and guidance to children and adults 
who have experienced trauma either as victims or 
witnesses to domestic violence, sexual abuse, or violent 
crimes.

On the first day of preschool, children line up to 
return to the classroom after spending time on the 
playground.

https://seedsoffaith.cph.org
https://seedsoffaith.cph.org
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Sunday, October 27, 2019
   Reformation & Oktoberfest

    On Sun., October 27th,  you are invited to join friends and family for Immanuel’s 
annual celebration of the Lutheran Reformation..  (NOTE:  Reformation  Day is actually October 31st.)  

•   9:30AM Reformation Service
• 11:00AM Annual Oktoberfest Meal

    Enjoy bratwurst and beer, baked potatoes, sauerkraut, and delicious 
desserts!  Ein Prosit!  The color of the day is red (red dress, pants, hats, shoes, 
socks, etc.)

...volunteering to maintain “your” church
Fall Church Work Day
Saturday, Nov. 2nd 

All day, beginning at 9AM 
• many tasks in and around the church
• morning snacks
• a task list will be posted on the 

bulletin board in the Brick Room
• lunch provided.

 ...Immanuel Lutheran 
VolunteerS

Santa Fe Interfaith 
Community 

Shelter
     The Interfaith Shelter at “Petes Place” on Cerrillos 
Road will resume service to Santa Fe’s homeless and 
transient citizens, beginning Oct. 15.  Immanuel’s 
ELVs (Evangelical Lutheran VolunteerS) has 
committed to serving 100+ individuals (preparing 
and serving a supper meal).    
    Volunteers will also assist those preparing to 
spend the night at the shelter.  (Members of 
Immanuel’s “ELVs” provided this service several 
times last year and found the experiencing 
rewarding!) 

Service dates:  Oct. 21, Dec. 6, 
Jan. 17 & Mar. 20

• If you are interested in joining Immanuel’s ELVs, please, 
contact Gene Neer (983-1479) or Malcolm Schnitker (473-2656)    

...supporting life
10th Annual 

          Care Net Banquet 
    Care Net’s “Fall for Life 2019” Annual Fundraising Banquet will be held on Sat., Oct. 5th from 6-9PM at the Santa 
Fe Convention Center on W. Marcy Street. Lauren Roman, of “All My Children” fame, will be the speaker.  

     Admission to the banquet is free, but registration is required.  For more information, go to 
www.ImProAbundantLife.org/eventsor or speak with Immanuel’s banquet table reps, Boots Bulter and Pr. Escue.

Women’s Book Club
•What: Becoming Mrs. Lewis 

by Patti Callahan
•When: Sat., Oct. 19th at 

10:30AM
•Where: home of Kathy Neer-- 

1442 Miracerros Loop. Call 
983-1479 for more info.

… joining us for Fiesta de Santa Fe

Mariachi San Pablo
       Immanuel members were proud to host guest 
musicians, Mariachi San Pablo, from Ysleta Lutheran 
Mission, El Paso, during the weekend of September 7-8, 
2019.  Their visit 
coincided with the 
city of Santa Fe’s 
annual Fiesta 
celebration.  On 
Saturday, the six 
musicians 
performed at two 
area nursing homes 
(Genesis and Santa 
Fe Cares) before 

presenting an evening concert at 
Immanuel.  

     Our Sunday morning Divine Service 
included the group performing various songs 
and leading the congregation in liturgy and 
hymns. Trumpeter, Rev. Stephen Heimer, 
served as guest pastor.  The group concluded 
with a postlude on the front lawn, followed 
by Immanuel’s “Second Sunday Fiesta 
Brunch.  
     Immanuel members donated over $1000 
to the group in a freewill offering.

...Lutheran Women invited

Spirituali TEA
Northern New Mexico Zone/LWML Fall Rally

•When: Sat., Oct. 19, 2019, 9AM to 1:30PM (registration starts at 8:30AM)
•Where: Immanuel Lutheran Church, 300 Gold Ave. SE, ABQ
•Speaker: Rev. Dustin Kear, (Pastor of Immanuel/ABQ)
•Cost: $8.00 (Bring your favorite teacup and saucer!)
•RSVP by Tues., Oct. 1, 2019 to Florence Seis--385-7139 
fkseis@gmail.com or  Karen Nicholas--294-2651 jkmnick@gmail.com

... good-bye

de Saussure Family
On Sunday, July 28th, during the Coffee 
Fellowship, members of Immanuel said their good-
byes to Rick, Synthia, Ben, and Nate de 
Saussure.  The de Saussures have moved to Santa 
Rosa, CA, where Synthia has started a new job.  

Synthia became a 
member of 
Immanuel in 2004 
and was active 
teaching Sunday 
School and helping 
with Vacation Bible 
School.  Both Ben 
and Nate were 
baptized at 

Immanuel. Our prayers go with them and we wish 
them all the best in California!  
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