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Hello HTLC Disciples, 

As a church we are currently in the season of Lent. 
Have you ever wondered what Lent is? The Mariam 
Webster Dictionary defines Lent as, “the 40 weekdays 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter observed by the Ro-
man Catholic, Eastern, and some Protestant churches 
as a period of penitence and fasting.”  Wikipedia      
discusses Lent as a solemn religious observance in 
the Christian liturgical calendar commemorating the 40 
days Jesus spent fasting in the desert, according to 
the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, before begin-
ning his public ministry, during which he endured 
temptation by Satan. Lent is a period of grief that    
necessarily ends with a great celebration of Easter. 
The purpose of Lent is the preparation of the believer 
for Easter through prayer, repentance of sins, charita-
ble giving, simple living, self-denial, and fasting. 
 

For many, Lent is a long 
and difficult season in the 
church year because it    
forces us to look in upon 
ourselves and truly take 
stock of who we are and 
how we live into the world. 
At its best, Lent is a time of 
self-observation that helps 
us to know our strengths 
and growing edges. It helps 
us to focus our thoughts and 
prayers on God and being 
the disciple we are called to 
be.  
 

Lent also helps us to focus on the world. To be       
purposeful about caring for those at the margins. Lent 
helps us to recognize our own brokenness, pain, and 
sin and through this we are better able to respond and 
care for others. Personally, I feel like it has been of 
season of Lent since March of 2020 when all the stay-

at-home orders began. We saw our entire 
realities turned upside down. In my area, the 
pandemic started with great fear but also 
great love. Everyone was in it together. 
Hearts were taped to windows and medical 
professionals, sanitation workers, and gro-
cery store employees were heroes. We 
were all in it together and we are all doing 
our best to care for others. Those first few 
weeks brought the best practices of Lent to 
reality. 
 
Soon though, the weeks became months 
and peoples’ attitudes began to change. No 
longer where we all in it together, but now it 

A Lenten Message of Hope from Pastor Elizabeth 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_prayer
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was about my rights and what I did or didn’t want to 
do. Less and less was it about caring for others or 
science but my own impatience with getting back to 
the way things were before. This became even 
more true as the months turned into a year and 
then a year into longer. Then there was the omi-
cron variant and numbers rose again to the break-
ing point, but no longer were all in it together. In-
stead of the love and support of the early days, 
now there was resentment and sometimes even 
violence. Now we had left the best practices of Lent 
and were at the point that all seems broken. 
 
Luckily for us though March is turning into April and 
with April comes Easter. Easter brings all the prom-
ises of resurrection and new life into our broken 
and hurting world. While the pandemic is not over, 
we are living into a new phase and this Easter 
brings a lot for us to celebrate. We see new life in 
moving forward with being community and figur-
ing out how to safely be together and welcoming 
to all in our midst in person and virtually.  
 
I celebrate being called as your pastor and am 
so hopeful for the ministry we will do together. I 
see new life in our environment as spring gets 
closer with green grass, budding flowers, and 
animals scurrying about. I see new life in getting 
to return to some things as they were before and 
try some new things too. On April 17th we will 
gather at 10am for our Easter Celebration and 
there is so much we will be celebrating. At the 
center of all our celebrations is God. The Crea-
tor who continues to bring new life into exist-
ence, the Redeemer who takes our sins upon 
himself and brings salvation, and the Sustainer 
who dwells within us and gives us the courage 
to believe God is in our midst and leading us al-
ways to resurrection and life. I hope you will join me 
this Easter in celebrating our resurrection and new 
life as God’s beloved children! 
 
Shalom, 

Pastor Elizabeth 

(Continued from page 1) 

Call 
Church office: 765-447-4205 
Pastor’s cell phone: 765-201-0503 
You will be prompted to leave your 
name before you are connected 
through a Google Dial.  
 
Email 
pastor@htlcweb.org 

Pastor Elizabeth is getting acquainted with HTLC’s 

communication tools and would welcome your 

calls and notes.  Here are ways to make contact 

with her: 

mailto:pastor@htlcweb.org%3cmailto:pastor@htlcweb.org
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Gifts for Ukraine 

Members of HTLC are invited to join    
others in providing aid the people of 
Ukraine.  Two Wisconsin churches 
pledged to match congregational gifts 
provided to LWR.   

HTLC Council has committed the first 
$1000.00 and is asking for member     
donations, too.  Any offerings received 
by Palm Sunday, April 10 will be com-
bined with the church support to help 
with the European Crisis. 

There are many organizations and indi-
viduals soliciting help to meet the needs 
of those in crisis.  LWR has experience 
and logistical competence in making the 
best use of resources in disaster situa-
tions.  LWR has partner organizations 
already established in the countries sur-
rounding Ukraine so the services can be 
delivered without delay. See Poland’s 
Pastor Ostruszka’s story as an example 
of LWR’s work. 

How to help: 

Make your check payable to HTLC; 
use the memo line to     specify 
“Ukraine.” 

 
Drop your gift into the offering  
basket or send it to: 
 
HTLC 
1005 N 21st St. 
Lafayette, IN  47904 

Pastor Łukasz Os-
truszka, the newly     
inducted pastor of St. Martin's church in Krakow, Poland, didn't 
hesitate with his answer to Lutheran World Relief (LWR). He 
urgently needed supplies so his congregation could welcome 
and care for Ukrainian refugees. 
 
To prepare, the congregation of St. Martin’s rapidly remodeled 
the church basement to shelter several families. In the space 
of a week, the ordinary bathrooms were fitted with showers, 
beds were brought in, and workers redid water pipes and elec-
trical wiring to accommodate more users. 

"This was a space for our parish meetings, but now it’s a     
hostel for refugees," says Pastor Ostruszka. "A place to sleep, 
to be warm." 

 

Lutheran World Relief 

Partners with Pastor 

Lukasz Ostruszka and 

his congregation.   

The first group of families is 
coming from Kharkiv, a city 
heavily hit by the war. Pastor 
Ostruszka's wife is coordinating 
the families' 3-hour journey by 
bus from the border to Krakow.  

 

See this story at the LWR website: https://lwr.org/

blog/2022/your-love-helping-ukraine-refugees-lutheran-

church-shelter 

The numbers now are stagger-
ing, and it's clear that the reno-
vated church hall will be a haven for an ongoing stream of 
frightened, exhausted mothers. As the buses keep coming, 
your love also carries Ukraine's refugees, bringing them sup-
port and aid in a time they need it the very most.The women 
and their children will have a safe place to rest, and, because 
of your compassion, they won’t have to worry about finding 
essential items. 

St. Martin's has helped refugees before, like during a crisis on 
the Belarussian border. They also helped people coming from 
Afghanistan, Iraq and countries in Africa. 

"Everyone is welcome," says Pastor Ostruszka. "We hope 
they will feel at home." He and the congregation are commit-
ted to the long haul, and with your love, so are we. 

"We should do this. Our Lord gives us something beautiful, and 
we should go to other people 
and give to them," he says.  

"This is just the start," he says 
heavily.  Pastor Ostruszka 
knows there’s a long road 
ahead.  

https://lwr.org/blog/2022/your-love-helping-ukraine-refugees-lutheran-church-shelter
https://lwr.org/blog/2022/your-love-helping-ukraine-refugees-lutheran-church-shelter
https://lwr.org/blog/2022/your-love-helping-ukraine-refugees-lutheran-church-shelter
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President Teddy Roosevelt saved football.  
  
No wonder he’s on Mount Rushmore. 
  
During TR’s presidency in the first decade of 
the 20

th
 century, college football had become 

increasingly popular.  It had also become  
brutally dangerous.  Safety features were 
minimal.  Leather helmets provided only  
modest protection.  “Real” football meant 
strapping young men running into each other 
at great speed, with no regulations governing 
unnecessary roughness, holding, or crippling 
cheap shots.  
  
More than a hundred college players died 
during football’s early years.  University   
presidents began to disband their teams. 
  
Since Roosevelt adored football, and one of 
his sons played for Harvard, he convened a 
special White House football summit in 1905.  
  
His message?  Football’s rules-makers could 
either reform the sport by making it safer, or 
he would consider making it illegal.  “Get the 
game played on a thoroughly clean basis!” 
TR roared.  
  
A new rules committee was created.  One of 
its members advocated an idea long promot-
ed by legendary coach John Heisman (for 
whom the trophy is named):  Why not make it 
legal to throw the football?  Perhaps that 

would open up the field and prevent massive   
midfield pileups, with all their attendant injuries.  
  
It’s worth noting that many people thought the   
forward pass would ruin the game.  The chair of 
the rules committee was opposed to it.  The New 
York Times called the proposal “radical.” 
  
The public outcry for safety, however, ruled the 
day.  The pass became legal in time for the 1906 
college football season.  
  
This is not to say that aerobatics suddenly took 
over the game.  The purists among the rules-
makers were able to place heavy restrictions on 
passing.  You couldn’t throw the ball unless you 
were at least five yards away from the center.  An 
incomplete pass was counted as a turnover.     
Incredibly, it was illegal to complete a pass in the 
end zone. 
  
But all that would eventually change, and Tom 
Brady, Aaron Rodgers, Joe Burrow and Patrick 
Mahomes would have a reason to bring their   
special talents into the world.  Football would   
never be the same. 
  
Why is it so hard to embrace what is New and Im-
proved? 
  
Almost everything about the human condition re-
sists change.  Here we’re acknowledging what 
neurologists call “stasis” – the strong preference 
of our brains to keep doing things we already 
know how to do.  Organizations and groups favor 
stasis as well.  Who hasn’t heard – whether in the 
boardroom, the family room, or the sanctuary – 
“we’ve never done it that way before”?  
  
Spiritual vitality respects tradition, but not tradition-
alism.  The former has been described as the liv-
ing faith of dead people, while the latter is the 
dead faith of living people.  
  
There’s a notable bias in Scripture toward what is 

new.  Consider Isaiah 43:18-19:  “Remember 
not the former things, nor consider the 
things of old.  Behold, I am doing a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it?  I will make a way in the  
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 

From “Morning Reflections” written by Glenn McDonald 

The Forward Pass 
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God is committed to transforming what is bar-
ren and infertile in our lives – the wilderness 
places of our hearts – into gardens where hope 
can find a fresh foothold. 
  
But there’s something in most of us – some-
thing that might sound like a nit-picky rules 
committee – that will whisper, “Things are just 
fine.  Stasis is your friend.  Where did you ever 
get the idea that you could change, anyway?” 
  
Refuse to listen.  Stop up your ears.  Choose 
to do something out of your comfort 
zone:  Throw a forward pass 

And maybe, just maybe, root for the Colts to 
sign a new quarterback before the vernal equi-
nox.  

(Continued from page 4) 

Glenn is an ordained Presbyterian minister, has 33 

years of congregational leadership experience, and 

is the author of ten books on discipleship and spir-

itual  formation.  

HTLC Constitutional Charge for Mutual Ministry 

C13.04. Mutual Ministry Committee(s) (in the        
absence of a mutual ministry committee, the duties 
shall be fulfilled by the executive staff) shall be ap-
pointed jointly by the president and the rostered min-
ister. Term of office shall be two years, with three 
members to be appointed each successive year. 

C13.04.01 The Mutual Ministry Committee shall con-
sist of 4-6 members and is responsible for tending to 
the relationships between ministers, people, and 
community; awakening the entire congregation to its 
shared ministry of all the baptized. The committee 
shall assist the minister of Word and Sacrament in 
identifying, developing, and supporting people to 
serve within this congregation and the community. 
The Mutual Ministry Committee shall also see to the 
needs of the professional staff, encouraging spiritual 
growth, professional growth, and a healthy balance 
of work and personal life. The Committee will con-
duct yearly evaluations of all professional staff and 
make recommendations to the finance committee 
regarding salary and benefits. The Mutual Ministry 
committee may also serve as a personnel committee 
if the Congregation Council so directs.* 

Mutual Ministry Update 

A group of HTLC leaders have worked in conjunction 
with the Pastors and the congregational council for 
many years.   

What does Mutual Ministry do? Posted below, you 
may read the segments of the HTLC Constitution 
that describe the purpose of Mutual Ministry.  Re-
cently they’ve been active in planning to welcome 
and provide a foundational on-boarding for our new 
Pastor, Elizabeth Lee.  Those serving in 2021 were: 
Al Davis, Mary Anderson, Kevin Letcher and Nita 
Cunningham.  Jim Schrier will take Kevin’s chair for 
2022.  Thank you Kevin for your active participation, 
wisdom and expertise as our church navigated 
through many challenges in the past several years. 
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LET ’S CELEBRATE  

 

PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH 

Happy April Anniversary 

   20      Don and Sue Lambert 

  April  birthdays 

  1   Nell Kretzschmar  

  4   Addi Bush 

  7   Amy Brown 

  8   Barbara Mussche, Ed Lausch 

 10   Matt Brown 

 18   Jane Tolen, Hayden Ritchie 

 23   Lauren Ahlersmeyer 

 27   Jonathan Hillery, Caitlin Hillery  

 

 

God of Life,  
 

In the Resurrection of    

Jesus, you give us hope!    

 

In this world of bad news, 

pictures of sorrow and 

voices spewing fear and 

rage, we look to you. 

 

Your Easter promise of 

eternal life gives us focus 

and assurance of your 

love.  Thank you God. 

 
 

 

Godspeed Siskens! 

We ask God to bless Dorothy and Rich Sisken 

as they move closer to their children (and 

grandchildren) in Bellbrook, Ohio.   

Missing Dorothy’s sweet voice already….. 
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MARCH 14 COUNCIL  
Council Meeting Minutes 

    In attendance? 

President Nita Cunningham Yes 

Vice President Kevin Letcher Yes 

Financial Secretary Floyd Garrott Yes 

Treasurer Stan Harlow Yes 

Secretary Elizabeth White Yes 

Members 

Shelly Benner Yes 

Dave Krueger Yes 

Bob Montgomery Yes 

Jim Smith No 

Mike Anderson Yes 

Pastor Pastor Elizabeth Lee Yes 

Topic 

Topic 1:  Greetings and Devotions – 
• Greetings– Hello from/to All 

• Quorum 

Yes, quorum confirmed 

• Devotions  -  Dave Krueger 

• Approve agenda 

Amended to appoint new council member in Topic 2. 

Floyd Garrott moved to approve the amended agenda, approved by voice vote. 

Topic 2:  Administrative Topics 
• Approve February minutes 

Mike Anderson moved to approve the February draft minutes as sent previously, approved by voice 
vote. 

• Appointment of Shelly Benner to fill vacancy 

Nominating committee recommended Shelly Benner to fill the council vacancy through October.  
Moved to accept the nomination by Dave Krueger, approved by voice vote. 

Topic 3:  Pastor Report 
• Introductions all around 

Pastor will setup a communication tool with Google dial to her cell phone, she will get this information 
out to the congregation.   

Email address:  pastor@htlcweb.org 

Still working on actually getting a computer, expected soon.  

The pastor’s office to be redone, for a welcoming effect.  Property committee and welcoming committee 
to handle arrangements.  

mailto:pastor@htlcweb.org
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MARCH COUNCIL  CONTINUED 

Topic 4:  Treasurer’s Report 
Stan Harlow sent the report prior to the meeting, and attached on the council webpage in 360Unite.  Re-
viewed. 

Motion to accept as presented by Dave Krueger, approved via voice vote. 

Topic 5:  General Business 
• Masks, coffee 

Coffee has restarted. 

Discussion on how to proceed with COVID related cautions going forward.  Mike Anderson made the mo-
tion: 

• Masks will be optional but strongly recommended for the care of others in church and services. 

• Communion decision will be a recommendation from the worship and music committee, work-
ing w/ Pastor Elizabeth.  Council will approve the decision. 

Approved by voice vote.  Pastor Elizabeth will prepare a statement to be used in the communication to the 
congregation. 

• Food insecurity – extra monies to local food pantry? 

HTLC gives to all 3 in Lafayette:  Food Finders, LUM, Tippecanoe United Food Pantry.  Food finders pur-
chases en-masse for a better price, and serves the other food pantries.  HTLC budget includes monies for 
this work.  Outreach committee will make the request for this allocation. 

• Childcare for worship 

Restart the Purdue nursing students?  Not at this time. 

• Lutheran World Relief specifically for the Ukraine crisis. 

Nita presented that I-K Synod has a congregational challenge to donate to Lutheran World Relief specifi-
cally for the Ukraine crisis, with the funds to be matched.  Dave Krueger:  Motion for Council to start w/ 
$1000, challenge for this donation to be matched by congregation.  Approved by voice vote. 

Topic 6:  Recurring task list 
• Review what has been sent in 

Task list was reviewed, corrected where needed. 

Now, what to do with this…??? 

List will be stored on the council webpage in 360Unite, as a reference as needed. 
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MARCH COUNCIL CONTINUED 

Topic 7:  Special Topic – groups using HTLC 
• Tax preparation (Stan) 

The offer of assistance was listed in the Open Door.  One family has been involved so far.  Stan did not re-
quest additional advertising. 

• Bicyclists (Kevin) 

A group of 24 U of Illinois students, riding for cancer awareness, have requested to stay overnight at the 
church.  June 6-7.  Kevin Letcher has checked w/ our insurance carrier, and any issues will be covered.  We 
may provide a meal, or they can prepare their own in the kitchen. 

Mike Anderson moved to open the facility for them to sleepover.  Outreach will decide on whether to provide 
dinner and breakfast.  Voice vote to approve. 

• Playpen Sports (Kevin) 

 A national organization, Playpen Sports, has asked to use the outside yard for a program for toddlers to do 
a tumbling program, a few days/week this summer.  They are a for-profit business.   Kevin Letcher checked 
about our insurance coverage for this, and our insurance will not cover any issues.  It is also a zoning viola-
tion (not business use).  Kevin also found information that the organization does not screen the volunteers.  
Consensus to not approve this project.  Kevin will notify them. 

• Insurance considerations (Kevin) 

See above. 

Kevin Letcher meeting w/ insurance rep this week to inspect our property, may be able to obtain a reduction 
in premium. 

Topic 8:  Committee Reports 
• Oral reports supplementing written submissions 

The only report submitted was the treasurer’s report, stored on the council webpage in 360Unite. 

Oral report from the nominating committee. 

 In addition to recommending Shelly Benner to fill the council vacancy (Topic 2 above), the nominating com-
mittee recommends the following individuals for the Audit committee, to be approved by council. 

Laverne Glick – 1- year term 

Helen Hoffman – 2 year term 

Dan Lokke – 3 year term 

Moved to accept the slate by Floyd Garrott.  Approved by voice vote. 

  

Walk-in topics 
• Topics from congregation members attending as visitors 

No visitors 

Council to present Sue Davis with a gift card for a Thank You for all the work keeping the office running last 
year. 

Topic 9:  Closing 
• Next meeting, Monday April 11 at 6:30pm or consider moving to 7pm… 

Request to move the meeting time to 7pm.  General consensus in agreement.  Request by Pastor Elizabeth 
to conduct the April meeting via Zoom. 

 Motion to adjourn by Floyd Garrott, approved voice vote.  8:45pm 

• Prayers 
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Memorial Rose Garden 

Did you know that we have a       

memorial rose garden located at 

the northeast corner of the park-

ing lot, by our back entrance?  

This small garden was set up sev-

eral years ago, and is open to any 

member of Holy Trinity, 

who would like to plant a 

rose, and place a small 

plaque in memory of a 

loved one.   

Please contact the church 

office if you are interested 

in adding a rose to the 

garden. 

HELP WANTED 
The Property Committee is 

seeking additional members; 
ladies have served in the past 
and are welcome too!  Touch-

base with Kevin Letcher. 

 

 

Some notes from the Property Committee 
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Purdue Lutheran Ministry Fundraiser 

Donate while you dine!  

Monday April 4
th

  5-8PM 
Both Culvers locations will give a portion of your  

purchase to PLM. 

   West Lafayette                         Lafayette 

   3075 Sachem Ct.                     340 N. Creasy Lane 

   West Lafayette 47906              Lafayette IN 47909 

HTLC members invited to LUM 50th Anniversary Celebration 

Friday, April 8, 2022 

 7 p.m. celebration begins; 6 p.m. social hour 

 $50 per person 

 Mars Theatre at the Long Center, 111 N 6th St. 

Desserts & Beverages 

One hundred percent of the proceeds go to the LUM Good       

Samaritan Fund for individuals, families, and children in crisis. 

In 2021, the Good Samaritan Fund helped 2,018 families 1,309 

times; and shared $196,198.  

 

Game Night  

Saturday April 2, 2022  

6:30-8:30 pm 

Let’s meet in the  
Fellowship Hall  
downstairs 

https://www.lumserve.org/programs/assistance-programs/good-samaritan-program/
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

1005 North 21st Street 

Lafayette, IN  47904-2296 

 

Office hours: 10 am to 2 pm  Mon-Fri 

Phone: 765-447-4205 

E-mail: office@htlcweb.org 

Website: www.htlcweb.org  

 

Open Door Editor:  Susan Davis 
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LUKE 24:1-12 — But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to 

the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled 

away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While 

they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 

beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, 

but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He 

is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Gali-

lee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and 

on the third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words, and returning 

from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was 

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women 

with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle 

tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stoop-

ing and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 

amazed at what had happened. — The Resurrection of Our Lord  

Maundy Thursday      April 14     

  In Person at HTLC and  livestream      7 pm 

 

Good Friday with Our Saviour Lutheran April 15     

  In Person at HTLC        noon 

  In Person at OSL         7 pm 

 

Easter Worship     April 17    

  In Person at HTLC and livestream       10 am 


