
 

 

Today’s devotion is for everybody but especially 

for men. It is both a celebration and a challenge 

to how we do “church” in our lives. Here it goes. 

Years ago I heard someone ask the question 

while talking about the lives of men: “If your 

world was falling apart and you needed help at 

3:00 AM, who would you call?” The speaker 

suggested that many men cannot identify even 

one other man with whom they have a close, 

mutual, deep friendship. The kind of friendship 

where you wouldn’t hesitate to ask for help in 

the middle of the night. 

A 2018 Barna Report came to the same 

conclusion. Barna says that “Earlier this 

year, a study from health insurer 

Cigna found that most Americans report 

feeling lonely, left out and not known.” 

Loneliness is an epidemic in America to-

day. It afflicts young people as badly as it 

retired people. The ache of loneliness, the 

pain of not being known, the sadness of 

social isolation, gives rise to a host of self-

destructive behaviors which seek to self-

medicate and numb the pain. 
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Mark 2:1-4  

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, 

it was reported that he was at home. So many 

gathered around that there was no longer room 

for them, not even in front of the door; and he was 

speaking the word to them.  

Then some people came, bringing to him a para-

lyzed man, carried by four of them. And when 

they could not bring him to Jesus because of the 

crowd, they removed the roof above him; and af-

ter having dug through it, they let down the mat 

on which the paralytic lay. Mark 2:1-4 

https://www.barna.com/research/friends-loneliness/
https://www.multivu.com/players/English/8294451-cigna-us-loneliness-survey/
https://www.multivu.com/players/English/8294451-cigna-us-loneliness-survey/
https://revkerry.com/2019/09/06/mark-21-4/


 

 

What is the answer to this? Community. Connec-

tion. Safe spaces and safe people among whom 

we can be ourselves. We can be vulnerable. We 

can speak our truth. We will be heard and we will 

be able to both give and receive support. This IS 

exactly what Jesus was talking about when he 

called his followers to love one another. That is 

the celebration of church. 

Later this morning I am going to meet a group of 

men at a golf course to spend the day together. 

The core group have been meeting every Friday 

for over eight years. We are always open to others 

and often invite guys to make room to play. I met 

all of those guys at church. Through the years we 

have all been through the highs and lows of life. 

Together. I wouldn’t hesitate to call any of those 

guys at 3:00 AM. They are a blessing. 

The church is one of the few institutions which 

enables long term relationships between people. 

That’s a good thing. It is essential. But the church 

is also a place where people can put on their Sun-

day best and pretend. Church is somewhere they 

go when Jesus’ idea is that 

church is something we do. That is the chal-

lenge to the church – are we willing to do Chris-

tian community that goes more than skin deep? 

Don’t get the wrong idea about that paralyzed 

guy. He wasn’t helpless. Sure, he couldn’t walk 

but he wasn’t helpless. He had plenty of help. 

All the help he needed. Because he had four 

friends who were willing to carry his mat to Je-

sus. Four friends who were not going to be sat-

isfied standing among the overflow crowd. Four 

friends who hoisted him to the roof, dug a hole 

in it, and dropped their friend right in Jesus’ 

lap. That is what friends do! 

Jesus welcomed him. That is another challenge 

to the church. Are we ready and open to wel-

coming the physically and mentally infirm into 

the community? Do we make room for the full 

participation and inclusion of the physically 

challenged? Don’t you think that congregations 

ought to strive toward that? 

By the way, there are two ways to develop deep-

er friendships at church. Be a friend and bring a 

friend. It is worth it. There is healing in there. 

Posted: 06 Sep 2019 06:06 AM PDT 
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Notes from the Property Committee 
 
Thanks to  
• Don Lambert for upgrade on the ga-

zebo 
• Dan Lokke, Don Lambert, TJ Longdo-

--help cleaning out garage 
 
Next meeting: Oct 14 at 9am 
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January 20, 2020 
The third Monday in January marks 

Martin Luther King Day of Service.  The 

9th Pack Away Hunger event is sched-

uled at Christ United Methodist Church. 

PAH is a non-profit organization that is 

dedicated to greatly improving the lives 

of children and others facing malnutri-

tion and food insecurity.  To achieve 

this mission, PAH has developed highly 

nutritious pre-packaged meals to meet 

the nutritional needs of children and 

others at high risk of food insecurity. 

 

HTLC members are invited to help pack 

over 56,000 meals on 1/20/2020.  Half of 

the meals will go to Food Finders here 

in Lafayette to be distributed to other 

food banks, back pack programs.  The 

other half of the meals will go to impov-

erished Highlands of Guatemala. 

 

Our congregation will partner with 

Christ United Methodist Church, Con-

gress Street UMC, St. Andrew UMC, 

Our Saviour Lutheran, Bethany Presby-

terian, Calvary Baptist and the Interna-

tional Campus Ministry to make this 

happen. 

 

Mark your calendar to join your fellow 

Christians in making a difference. 

Jubilee Christmas—

Toys...Toys...Toys 

After Christmas in July, the 

HTLC elves have been busy 

preparing for December 14th. 

Helping our families with food, cleaning sup-

plies, quilts and Christmas treats is important 

BUT the centerpiece of the day for the families 

is TOYS. 

The goal is to provide 2 or 3 gifts that are valued 

in the $20 range plus a couple stocking stuffers 

for each child age 12 or under. (Teens get gift 

certificates.) 

Finding age appropriate and good value toys 

can be a challenge.   If you feel inspired to snag 

some cool toys, our veteran shoppers  offer 

some insights: 

• We see that puzzles, games with lots of 

small pieces and dolls are not selected. 

• Parents with limited means shy away from 

items that require lots of batteries. 

• In addition to Walmart and 

Amazon, there are some 

websites that allow you to 

browse toys by age and 

price.  You might get some 

ideas from a site like: 

Fat Brain Toys: https://www.fatbraintoys.com/toys/

toys_by_ages/ages.cfm?

source=google&kwid=Spoolz&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwMab

xaDy5AIVi_hkCh0euwxiEAAYASABEgIiqvD_BwE  

Or 

Melissa & Doug: https://www.melissaanddoug.com/

search/?

pmin=10&findgift=true&findgiftPage=Holiday+Shop&pmax

=25&cgid=shop-by-age-toys-for-5-7-year-olds  

Questions?  Contact Cheryl Schrier, Toy Elf,  if 

you want to know more about shopping for     

Jubilee. 

https://www.fatbraintoys.com/toys/toys_by_ages/ages.cfm?source=google&kwid=Spoolz&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwMabxaDy5AIVi_hkCh0euwxiEAAYASABEgIiqvD_BwE
https://www.fatbraintoys.com/toys/toys_by_ages/ages.cfm?source=google&kwid=Spoolz&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwMabxaDy5AIVi_hkCh0euwxiEAAYASABEgIiqvD_BwE
https://www.fatbraintoys.com/toys/toys_by_ages/ages.cfm?source=google&kwid=Spoolz&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwMabxaDy5AIVi_hkCh0euwxiEAAYASABEgIiqvD_BwE
https://www.fatbraintoys.com/toys/toys_by_ages/ages.cfm?source=google&kwid=Spoolz&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwMabxaDy5AIVi_hkCh0euwxiEAAYASABEgIiqvD_BwE
https://www.melissaanddoug.com/search/?pmin=10&findgift=true&findgiftPage=Holiday+Shop&pmax=25&cgid=shop-by-age-toys-for-5-7-year-olds
https://www.melissaanddoug.com/search/?pmin=10&findgift=true&findgiftPage=Holiday+Shop&pmax=25&cgid=shop-by-age-toys-for-5-7-year-olds
https://www.melissaanddoug.com/search/?pmin=10&findgift=true&findgiftPage=Holiday+Shop&pmax=25&cgid=shop-by-age-toys-for-5-7-year-olds
https://www.melissaanddoug.com/search/?pmin=10&findgift=true&findgiftPage=Holiday+Shop&pmax=25&cgid=shop-by-age-toys-for-5-7-year-olds


 

 

Attendance:  Tom 
Cavanaugh, Al 
Davis, Bob    
Montgomery, Nita 
Cunningham,   
Carolyn Claussen, 
Floyd Garrott, 
Dave Krueger, 
Kevin Letcher, 
Pastor Doane  

Absent: Sue    
Phebus, Peg 
Wright   

A quorum was established and the Minutes of the Au-
gust 2019 Council meeting were approved. 

Reports 

Pastor’s Report 

Report Submitted.  Discussion included a review of sab-
batical experiences and pastoral activities since return-
ing.  Although concerns with attendance persist, there 
were 10 visitors in attendance on Sunday, September 
8, and each of them were welcomed.   

Treasurer/Financial Secretary Report 

Summary: Month Eight of the Calendar Year 2019 - 
Target Percent is 58.33% 

INCOME:  $17,841  

Current Envelopes:  Income for the month $17,793 
which is $6,790 below monthly need of $24,583 

Total Income YTD:  Income is in line with projection 

EXPENSE:  Contained overall  

NET INCOME (Income less expense): 

     August 2019: Loss      ($15,268) 

     Year-to-Date:  Gain     ($  2,198)   

CURRENT ASSETS 

     Total Balance: $285,244 

COMMENTS:   

• Audit team review performed 6/29/2019.   

• August income raised critical question: Is this a pat-
tern? 

• Budget proposal for 2020 projects decrease 
in revenue. 

• Initiation of “Right Sizing” conversations. 

Albert Davis, Treasurer 

Council approved the August 2019 Treasurer’s 
Report and the Audit report. 

Old  Business 

The Congregational Meeting date of October 20, 
2019 was verified.  Bob Montgomery will take a 
request to the Outreach Committee to combine 
the annual Chili Cook Off with the meal for the 
October 20 meeting.  Final plans will be an-
nounced.  

Nominations for all openings on the HTLC Coun-
cil will be discussed by the nominating commit-
tee and a slate will be finalized by October 14, 
2019. 

New Business 

1.  The 2020 Budget proposal was presented.  
Discussion included review of accounts within 
the budget and changes from the previous year.  
Decreases result from a trend of declining at-
tendance and giving.  These factors necessitate 
consideration of “right sizing”.  Additional con-
cerns about the age of the HVAC system in the 
original building and cost of utilities were dis-
cussed.  The proposed HTLC 2020 Budget 
stands as recommended and was unanimously 
approved for presentation to the congregation. 

Committee Reports: 

Evangelism –Report submitted.   

Audio Visual and Technology needs for the 
Speaker Series and Community Forum were 
discussed.  It was agreed to use existing equip-
ment for the September 14 presentation by Dr. 
Bien and to research the best solution to meet 
future needs for projection and sound equip-
ment.  

Technology –Report submitted.   

Discussion of Audio Visual and technology 
needs continued with a plan to coordinate pur-
chases with the needs of other committees.   
Clear instructions for replacement and disposal 
of batteries for Pastor’s and Assistant Pastor’s 
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microphone are complete and posted.   

Property – Report submitted.  

Maintenance tasks including repair of the buffing ma-
chine, gazebo, AC in pastor’s office, door operator, 
coffee machine and urinal were reviewed.  Mulch has 
been spread.   

Mutual Ministry - Report submitted.  

Christian Education –No report submitted. 

Rally Day was well planned and a success.  All teach-
ing positions are filled. 

Youth - No report submitted.  

TJ Longdo is reaching out to youth. 

Stewardship – Report submitted.   

Discussion included making good use of available 
resources without incurring debt. 

Worship – No report submitted.   

Outreach – No report submitted.  The committee will 
meet in mid September.  Serving dinner at the shelter 
is scheduled for September 30, 2019. 

Next meeting:  Monday, October 14, 2019 at 6:30 
p.m. 

 

Submitted by Carolyn Claussen 
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SEPTEMBER  COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED 

Exploration Acres 

Join us at Exploration Acres on Sunday, October 13. We will have a fire 

pit reserved from noon-4:00. Pay the entrance fee (adults $9.00, child 

$8, under 5-free) at the group ticket window and then meet us at fire pit 

#4. We will have pizza, drinks, and s’mores. Sign up on your welcome 

sheet.   

• Get energized with the excitement of the 

holidays? 

• Enjoy the special traditions that come with 

Advent and Christmas? 

• Like to better know folks who worship at 

the “other service?” 

• Would like to volunteer, but not ready for 

a long commitment? 

 

 

 

 

 

Maybe you’d be a good fit for a HTLC      

Holiday “Flash Mob.” 

Each year, our worship space is prepared for 

Advent and Christmas by many hands.  As we 

approach 2019, think about helping with the 

planning and organizing this year.  No expec-

tation that you become a part of a permanent 

committee!   Mark your Welcome Sheet or 

contact the church office to volunteer. 
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Like you, I am a stewardship leader in my congre-
gation. Sometimes I wonder why we work at stew-
ardship in congregations. Of course, we have to 
pay the congregational bills, and for a long time, 
stewardship fell under that umbrella. The steward-
ship conversation has evolved over time, though, 
as the church’s identity has changed. 

Church is no longer the center of community life, 
as it was when many of my ancestors made their 
way as immigrants to a land that was new to 
them. Social services around us are no longer 
born exclusively in churches. There was a time 
when money given to the church was all about 
making the community a better place. We could 
see and touch this because we lived next door. 

In some ways, we are asking foundational ques-
tions in the church right now: 

• What is church for? 

• What does it have to offer those who choose 
to affiliate with us? 

• The gospel plays a central role, but what does 
the gospel look like on the ground, once it 
moves beyond the telling of Jesus’ story and 
becomes incarnate in our day-to-day lives? 

• What makes being a Christian distinct and no-
ticeable? We generally don’t hold hell over 
people’s heads, though certainly there are 
Christians who do. 

• How do we “be church” so we attract rather 
than coerce?  

Simultaneously, stewardship has been changing 
too. In a world that bombards us with messages 
about who, what, and how we should be, almost 
always with a strong profit motive in the shadows, 
how should we think about stewardship? In a 
world where we are running into the limits of our 
naiveté and facing serious problems with long-
term implications (think climate change, for exam-
ple), little is simple and clear. How do we equip 
each other to engage in (rather than hide from) 
the critical questions of our time? 

How do we engage in that complexity as Chris-
tians? 

Stewardship as a Vocation                     by Catherine Malotky 

Perhaps the church can help us learn to 
think of ourselves as stewards, choosing 
a management perspective rather than a 
consumption perspective. If we are 
merely consumers, we don’t have to en-
gage in questions about whether our 
consumption will impact our grandchil-
dren’s well-being. That’s simply not a 
part of a consumer’s world view, which is 
based on a childlike focus on one’s own 
benefit. However, if I instead think of my-
self as a steward of the earth, my com-
munities (faith and civic), my own body, 
and my family, then I have moved into a 
different point of view — one that as-
sumes a long-term perspective and de-
mands some kind of agency from me. I 
need to be an adult. 

Business conversations sometimes ask 
that you move to a higher altitude to 
identify larger themes and issues. A 
steward would do such a thing, primarily 
because a steward’s calling is to man-
age the life s/he has been given on be-
half of someone else, and for the sake of 
someone else. A steward is all about the 
vital business of the world, because the 
well-being of the world God loves de-
pends on it. 

Might the gospel have something to add 
to these kinds of conversations? I think 
so! Is it a bigger conversation than just 
money? Yes, but we must also operate 
within the confines of a world driven 
largely by money. A faith community 
seems like the perfect place to help us 
focus our lives on something broader 
and deeper than ourselves. Stewardship 
is an approach to life, one that inspires 
the best in each of us for the sake of the 
greater good. Our stewardship becomes 
a reflection of God’s desire that all thrive, 
both creatures and creation. 
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WE DON’T GOT TO GIVE,                    
WE GET TO GIVE 
 
There are a lot of things that we have to do with our  
money. We have to pay our bills. We have to pay our tax-
es. We have to buy groceries. And those things aren’t 
bad – well…taxes….that’s still up in the air.  
 
We rarely receive a lot of personal satisfaction from 
spending our financial resources on those things. They 
are necessities – you gotta do it. But it’s not like are  
smiling when writing the check to the power company. 
(Yeah, yeah! I know a couple of you are saying, “When I 
paid my bills, I am so grateful that God has provided for 
me  . . .” I get it! Just work with me here a minute.) 
 
But every now and then we GET to do something with our money. A little present purchased for the 
kids just because—such as taking our family or friends out to dinner; helping someone in need.  
 
That’s how I feel when I give to God through the ministry of Holy Trinity. I don’t feel like I have to 
give…I feel like I GET to give. And when I give freely, by choice, as I’ve decided to do…that gives 
me great satisfaction.  
 
I may not feel much when I pay bills online, but when I give to this church, I know I’m choosing to 
do something eternally good with money. Giving is a sign of faith and trust, but it also provides 
great satisfaction.  
 
Truly, I’ve never regretted one dollar I’ve given to Holy Trinity.   
 
Each week (or ANYTIME through Vanco) we have the opportunity to give to something that’s mak-
ing a difference. You have the opportunity to give generously to a church that is doing GOOD in 
this community.  

Is an approach to life, 
one that inspires the 
best in each of us for 
the sake of the greater 
good.  

STEWARDSHIP 

Let’s pray: 

 

Almighty God, we pray to be great stewards: That we follow  
faithfully, serve joyfully, give generously, live responsibly, and 
possess sensibly. In gratitude for the abundant gifts you have so 
graciously given, we return to you the first fruits of these gifts, 
through acts of service and by generous sharing all that you have 
entrusted to me.  

Heavenly Father, by your Holy Spirit, help us to be a gift to others, 
in your name we pray. 

Amen 
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LET ’S CELEBRATE  

Lutheran Disaster Relief: now helping Hurricane Dorian Victims 

Call:  800-638-3522 

Online: https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief?erid=5140b4d3-5b88-

413e-9062-65d28df7e442&trid=5140b4d3-5b88-413e-9062-65d28df7e442  

  

         October Birthdays 

   1   Scott Gillespie 

   2   Bonnie Widmer, Arlan Stavnheim 

   6   Diana Cavanaugh, Cheryl Schwartz 

   8   Van Sherry 

   9   Bridget Ritchie 

 10    Rita Biederstedt 

 11    Alex Brown 

 12    Floyd Garrott, Shannon Wallace 

 14    Andy Tetzloff 

 19    Allison Sabec 

 20    Gladys Phillips 

 24    Linda Hedman 

 26    Elaine Rains, Sue Lichtenberger 

 27    James Cahoon Jr. 

 28    Charlene Sherry 

 30     Jackson Ricci 

 31     Todd Crowe, Bob Montgomery 

October Anniversaries 

  1      Carmen & Morgan Pacelli  

  7      Tom & Diana Cavanaugh 

20      John & Nell Kretzschmar 

OCTOBER 

3 Holy Land Trip Information Session 

7 Cribbage 

12 Interfaith dinner at AmerGrill 

13 Exploration Acres Event 

16 Open Door articles due 

17 Book Club 

19 Talent Show 

20 Congregational Meeting 

21 Cribbage 

25 Open Door articles due 

NOVEMBER 

4 Cribbage 

17 Book Club 

18 Cribbage 

20 Trinitarians   

21 Book Club 

25 Open Door articles due 

25 Cribbage 

DECEMBER 

2 Cribbage 
4 Advent Services 12pm and 7pm 

11 Advent Services 12pm and 7pm 
14 Jubilee Christmas 

16 Cribbage 

18 Advent Services 12pm and 7pm 

19 Book Club 

24 Christmas Eve Services 4pm and 7pm 

27 Open Door articles due 

29 5th Sunday Special Giving 
  

Please see details in other Open Door stories or watch for news 
in the Epistle 

https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief?erid=5140b4d3-5b88-413e-9062-65d28df7e442&trid=5140b4d3-5b88-413e-9062-65d28df7e442
https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief?erid=5140b4d3-5b88-413e-9062-65d28df7e442&trid=5140b4d3-5b88-413e-9062-65d28df7e442
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Another trip to the Holy Land in January 2021 is being planned for members and friends of Holy 
Trinity.  

Pastor Jim Lichtenberger is leading this trip. The cost will be $4197, which includes air fare out of 
Indianapolis, hotel, tips (except for lunches), two meals a day, and present fuel costs.               
Recommended travel insurance is extra.  

If you are interested, please contact Jim at 476-1318. An informational meeting will be held at Holy 
Trinity on Thursday, October 3, at 7:00 pm in Room 101.  Arlan Stavnheim, Pat Rosebrock, and 
Pat and Floyd Garrott went last time. You can ask them questions about their experience.  

Join the God’s Space Discussion! 

          Sunday morning 9:30  

          Wednesday evening 6:30 
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The Indiana-Kentucky Synod 
Transformational Leadership 
Academy has launched!  

As the TLA grows in coming 
months it will offer robust theologi-
cal, spiritual, and practical for-
mation for the whole people of God 
across the Indiana-Kentucky mis-
sion territory and beyond. The first 
tile in the mosaic of the TLA is fo-
cused on the training and for-
mation of Synod Lay Worship 
Leaders. A Synod Lay Worship 
Leader is a member of a congre-
gation or other faith community of 
this synod who has been trained at 
the  synod level and approved by 
the bishop for preaching and lead-
ing worship on an occasional basis 
for other congregations of the Syn-
od.  

The formation consists of a series 
of seminars and classes covering 
Bible, Lutheran theology and prac-
tice, preaching, worship leader-
ship, spirituality and prayer, and 
boundaries training.  

Those who successfully complete 
the training and formation and are 
approved by the bishop will be 
added to the synod’s pulpit supply 
list and, thereby, made available 
for pulpit supply across this synod. 
In alignment with commitments 
and practices shared across the 
ELCA, Synod Lay Worship Lead-
ers do not have automatic or blan-
ket authorization to preside at Holy 
Communion. Such authorization is 
only considered by the bishop on 
an instance by instance basis as 
congregations request such au-

thorization for a particular day and lo-
cation. See the document “Who Pre-
sides?” (https://bit.ly/2koTU0w) for 
this synod’s policies and practices in 
this regard.  

By the way, you don’t have to want to 
be a Synod Lay Worship Leader to 
participate in the courses! All mem-
bers of the synod (and neighboring 
synods), rostered and lay, are invited 
to participate in these courses, either 
the entire curriculum or ala carte as 
certain courses look interesting to 
you.  

And, in coming months, we will add 
more tiles to the TLA section of the 
synod ministry mosaic by offering 
webinars and seminars, courses and 
classes in various venues to provide 
spiritual, biblical, theological, and 
practical growth opportunities on a 
wide variety of topics for the whole 
people of God, including, but not lim-
ited to, spirituality, Bible, training for 
congregation council officers, assist-
ing worship minister training, mission 
and evangelism, continuing education 
for rostered ministers, Lutheran           
theology today, discipleship for a new 
day…  
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Thank you to Pastor Doane and HTLC   
congregation for making our Wedding an 
occasion filled with warmth and joy. Addi-
tionally, we thank Doug Phebus for setup and 
take down and Dona James for managing the 
coffee and thanks to Walter Lott for mowing 
in Wayne’s absence.  
 
Thank you to Dan and Judy Lokke for not 
only the physical efforts they put forth but 
the unending interest/support for our special 
day.  
 
God Bless All 
 
Wayne and Michele  

For more information or to register for a 
course, please contact TLA Director 
Deacon Cory Driver 
(cdriver@iksynod.org or 317-253-
3522).  

In his book Quietly Courageous: Lead-
ing the Church in a Changing World, 
author Gil Rendle asks, “What if the 
questions we now face are not the 
product of things gone wrong but rather 
of the world grown different?” The TLA, 
along with the other tiles of the mosaic 
– the ministries, relationships, and pro-
grams that we offer in synod ministry – 
are intended in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to assist us to live and serve and 
proclaim the good news of Jesus faith-
fully, fruitfully and together in a world 
grown different. To put it another way 
by adapting our mission statement for 
synod ministry, through the TLA and 
other synod ministries we seek to em-
power, encourage, and equip one an-
other to make Christ known in new 
ways for a new day.  

Thank you for your partnership in this 
exciting ministry!  

Transformational Leadership Academy  

God, 

Lord, help me to grasp that all the money I think I 

have is really Yours.  Help me to grasp that all the 

money our church has is not the church’s, but 

Yours.  Give us healthy giving hearts to use these 

funds according to Your purpose. 

PRAYER FOR MY CHURCH 



 

 

 

One of our synod’s pastors recently asked me “What’s 
on your Kindle? What are you reading?” Of course, 
what I am reading (and listening to while driving 
across this territory) says something about where at 
least some of my attention is focused and what I am 
giving a good portion of my mental and spiritual       
energy to. In fact, reading is a key spiritual, personal, 
and professional discipline for me. I often encounter 
the Word as I wander through works of fiction and non
-fiction alike. Here’s a list that includes a couple of 
books I recently finished along with a few that I am 
currently working my way through.  

The House of Broken Angels by Luis Alberto Urrea. 
As a Mexican-American family gathers for a week-
end that includes both a funeral and a birthday  
party, flashbacks reveal how each of the family 
members arrived in America and portray the     
losses, challenges, opportunities, and roadblocks 
they experienced along the way. At the same time, 
the story of this family’s weekend together draws 

the reader deep into the complexity of the joys 
and sorrows that make up just about every 
family’s life.  

Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 
137 by David W. Stowe. As many folks know, I 
often quote Psalm 137 when talking about the 
situation of the church today. As the          
landscape in which we go about mission and 
ministry has changed dramatically in recent 
years, many of us cry out with our ancient   
ancestors, “How can we sing the Lord’s song 
in a foreign land?” Stowe explores the     
amazingly wide variety of profound ways in 
which this psalm has found its way into music, 
movies, TV shows, literature of all sorts, and a 
wide variety of secular and religious           
communities.  

Building Successful Communities of Practice: 
Discover How Connecting People Makes   
Better Organizations by Emily Webber and 
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Cultivating Communities of Practice: A Guide to Man-
aging Knowledge by Etienne Wenger, et al. This fall, 
conference deans and synod staff will begin exploring 
how we might        become an intentional “community 
of practice” and, consequently, cultivate our confer-
ence ministeriums as             communities of practice. 
Such communities both build deep, trusting, mutually 
supportive relationships among their      participants 
and create space for them to help each other grow in 
their gifts and skills for their particular ministries.  

Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to 
the Whitest Denomination in the US by Lenny Duncan 
and    Waking Up White by Debby Irving. Lenny Dun-
can is an     African-American ELCA pastor. Debby 
Irving is a white  woman. Each tells their own story 
and experience with race and racism while also offer-
ing insight about confronting     racism within our-
selves and in church and society.  

Anna Pigeon Mysteries (Series) by Nevada Barr. 
Each of the novels in this series of mystery novels 
takes place at a      different national park and fea-
tures Anna Pigeon, a park ranger and sleuth. Reading 
the series is a little like touring the parks while also 
getting caught up in murders, mayhem and mysteries, 
as well as the complex issues and people that create 
and are affected by them.  

What are you reading?  

Peace be with you,           

Bishop Bill Gafkjen  

Page 13 

OCTOBER 20th 

 

The Chili Cook-Off will have a 
permanent home with the       
annual October meeting, with 
the meal starting at 
noon.  Cook-Off participants 
and those wishing to contrib-
ute other food items, please 
sign up on the board in the 
narthex. 

BISHOP GAFKJEN MESSAGE CONT INUES  Speaking of books…. 

Each month a group gathers to 

talk about books they’ve read.  

The HTLC book club adopted an    

approach that fits the diverse na-

ture of the group — they each 

choose and read a book.  At their  

gathering, each person hits the 

highlights of their selected    

reading.  What a creative way to 

broaden your   literary reach!  

Next Book Club meets Thursday 

October 17th. 

 

Book Reviews…….. 

Just finished reading a wonderful 

book?  Would you share with the 

Open Door readers? 

It would be great to follow Bishop 

Gafkjen’s example and use the 

Open Door to review good 

books. Stop Sue Davis at church 

or send her an email at 

Morgie800@comcast.net 
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Sunday Morning at Rosewalk 

“Serving the people at Rosewalk is an      

answer to prayer for a meaningful ministry,” 

says Linda Hedman.  She spent years   

serving God as a minister’s wife; when she 

was widowed she found she “had a hole in 

my life.”  Leading the Protestant service at 

our neighboring care facility has blessed  

Linda as well as the Rosewalk congregation 

that gathers each week. 

Linda is thankful for a regular team of       

volunteers that include Fred Feigel, Stan 

Harlow and Floyd Garrott.  Although the   

service is non-denominational,  bulletins 

from HTLC provide an outline for the service 

that includes scripture readings, confession, 

prayers and a message. 

Often Linda  offers the message of the day 

and bases it on the lessons of the lectionary 

used as Holy Trinity that day. 

Of course there is music too!  Fred Feigel 

accompanies the group  as they 

sing.  He gets to play the piano in the 

presence of an appreciative group.  

Floyd Garrott put together a         

customized song book of favorite 

hymns that congregation members 

can request.  Floyd also provides 
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Volunteer Worship Leaders at Rosewalk 

     Linda Hedman                      Fred Feigel 

      Stan Harlow                         Floyd Garrott 

musical leadership when he is 

part of the group. 

Stan Harlow delivers the scripture 

as if he is telling a story in a clear 

and expressive voice.  When 

asked why he has become part of 

the worship team at Rosewalk, he 

responded, “it’s so easy to      

minister there.”  There is a     

comfortable friendship among the 

attendees and interactive prayer 

requests flow for family and 

friends. 

For many years Holy Trinity has 

been a spiritual partner for the 

care community living across Un-

ion Street.  Sunday School clas-

ses often visited to sing and read 

scripture.  Anita and Paul Slavens 

led worshippers for a long period 

as well as Frank and Liz Sousley. 

Linda and her team welcome oth-

ers to join them any Sunday at 

10am.  


