
 

 

Maybe you are tired of hearing me say it, but I’m 

going to say it again.  THANK YOU. 

I am grateful for your patience and for the time away 

this summer.  Thank you to Pastor Gretchen, Pastor 

Lichtenberger and Pastor Will for providing good 

pastoral leadership.  Thank you to the Mutual     

Ministry Committee and Council for leading and 

supporting the renewal efforts at Holy Trinity.  I am 

glad to be home and I’m ready to go to work. 

Eventually I will share with you more information 

about what I did, where I went and what I learned.  

But right now I think there is another pressing issue 

on our minds.  By now you are aware that the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America met in   

Milwaukee, Wisconsin August 5-10, 2019 for 

Churchwide Assembly.  While many things were 

accomplished at this assembly the one thing that 

has gotten the most press and attention is a        

resolution declaring the ELCA to be “a sanctuary 

church body.”  The resolution was adopted. 

This declaration has triggered not only a great deal 

of interest and debate, it has also triggered criticism, 

frustration and fear.  In response, via our Facebook 

page I have shared a letter written by our Bishop, 

William O. Gafkjen.  It is also embedded with the 

content of this newsletter. Much of what I say in this 

article comes from this letter.  I invite you to look 

carefully at the article.  Bishop Gafkjen stresses the 

importance of not listening to or accepting the 

“frenzy of questions and accusations, many of which 

arise from misunderstanding and, in some cases, 

misrepresentation of what the resolution actually 

says and means.”   Here is short synopsis of what 

the resolution says: 

It is a declaration that “we will continue 

and deepen what we have been doing as 

a church for some time in support of    

refugees and immigrants.”   

We will partner with the Lutheran          

Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS) 

to help refugees and other immigrants to 

find homes and communities to welcome 

them. 

We will continue to accompany and      

advocate for immigrants who are seeking 

asylum and help them to understand and 

adhere to their rights under U.S. law. 
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The ELCA will support the development of  

education tools, strategies and discernment 

around the issue of “sanctuary” for synods 

and congregations.   

It is important to note the resolution in no way is a  

violation of Federal laws or immigration policies of the 

United States. 

The Churchwide Assembly DOES NOT CALL FOR 

ANY ILLEGAL ACTIONS  

There is no requirement that any particular synod, 

congregation or person provide sanctuary or engage 

in advocacy or other ministry with or on behalf of    

refugees or other 

immigrants.  In 

other words, the 

Churchwide     

Assembly       

declaration that 

the ELCA is a 

sanctuary        

denomination 

binds only the 

ELCA Churchwide organization.  It does not bind             

congregations or synods to adopt positions of a     

particular political point of view or a position in support 

of the resolution.  It does not force an action or a    

position by Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.  Perhaps it 

does call us to learn the ancient, historical meaning of 

sanctuary as we reflect on current immigration and 

refugee matters.  The last part is my opinion. 

I know that we may not be of the same mind when it 

comes to the issues surrounding immigration,         

migrants, illegal aliens or unaccompanied minors.  My 

prayer is that we can come together for dialogue and 

discussion without polarizing political positions or   

ideologies.  It is an important issue for the Church, for 

our church, for us.  Some have already expressed 

their thoughts to me so I know people are thinking 

about it.  I hope these conversations will continue.  

Just as with any social concern the place to begin and 

end is “what does it mean to be a Christian in light of 

the issue.”  Where do we see Jesus?  How can we 

proclaim the love of Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Gafkjen provided for us a      

Christian and Biblical point of view in his 

letter.  Please take note of his wisdom 

and pastoral leadership.  

Our treatment of these our brothers and 

sisters must be rooted in the Word of 

God and enlivened by the Spirit of Jesus.  

We are sent into the world to be Christ’s 

hands and feet.  We are to love our neighbors as 

Jesus loved us.  I know we disagree on how that 

love should be expressed.  We struggle with how to 

resolve the tension between the call to “be subject 

to governing authorities”  (Romans 13:1) and the 

call to invite the stranger in and “do no wrong to the 

resident alien.” (Jeremiah 22:3) 

Even so, loving our neighbor is deeply rooted in our 

faith. (Matthew 22:39) So let us be courageous and 

committed to one another in discerning what God 

calls us to do.  Let us call on the Holy Spirit to I    

inform and guide us.  We do this centered in Jesus 

Christ crucified and risen for the life of the world. 

“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is 

from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God.”  (1 John 4:7) 

Pastor David 
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It does not force an action or a 

position by Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church.   
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Message from our sister, Laurie Cupp  

As some of you know I have sold my house in Lafayette and purchased a 

condo on the North side of Indianapolis. I have started taking care of two 

of my grandchildren in Westfield( Heather’s  children) full time so it made 

sense to move closer and avoid the commute.  

 

Holy Trinity has been my church family for over 30 years which makes it 

very difficult to say good bye. Your friendship, love and support has 

helped me to grow my faith and become the person I am today. 

 

Doug and I spoke frequently about how much all of you meant to us     

during his year long battle with Leukemia. There are not words to express 

how much your love, support, prayers and acts of kindness meant to us 

then and to me after Doug went home to meet Jesus.  

 

Please know how much I love and cherish each of you. I will come back 

for visits when I come to see Dani, Eric and their families and to go to Jeff 

high school soccer games (Eric is head coach).   

 

Love and blessings, 

Laurie Cupp  

Thank you to Eucharistic ministers who 
have faithfully visited and taken             
communion to friends who haven’t been 
able to join us at Sunday worship. 

Bonnie Cahoon, Wayne Russell and 
Michele Graves, David Krueger, Al and 
Sue Davis, Judy Lokke, Paula Gillespie, 
Nita Cunningham, Pat Garrott, Fred Feigel, 
Bev Melichar, Laurie Cupp 

Reminder — Special Event 

Wayne Russell and Michele Graves 

would like their church family to join 

them as they exchange wedding vows 

on September 7, 2019 at 10 a.m. at 

Holy Trinity  Lutheran Church.. 



 

 

August 12, 2019 

Attendance:  Tom 
Cavanaugh, Al 
Davis, Bob     
Montgomery, Nita 
Cunningham,    
Carolyn Claussen, 
Floyd Garrott, 
Dave Krueger, 
Kevin Letcher, 
Sue Phebus, Peg 
Wright 

Absent: Pastor Doane (Sabbatical)   

Quorum was established 

A Motion was made to approve the Minutes of the July 
2019 Council meeting by Sue Phebus, seconded by 
Nita Cunningham, and approved. 

Pastor’s Report:  No report submitted. (Sabbatical) 

Treasurer/Financial Secretary Report 

Summary: Month Seven of the Calendar Year 2019 - 
Target Percent is 58.33% 

INCOME:  $26,013  

Current Envelopes: 

Income for the month $25,893 which is $1,310 above 
monthly need of $24,583 

Total Income YTD:  Income is 2.17% above projection 

EXPENSE:  Contained overall with several accounts 
exceeding budgets 

NET INCOME: 

July 2019: Gain  $7,746 
Year-to-Date:  Gain  $13,070 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Total Balance: $305,190 

COMMENTS:   

• Audit team review performed 6/29/2019.  Report 
pending. 

• Review of cash positions to improve return. 

• Review of investment account at TDAmeritrade. 

• Finance team meeting Tuesdays after Council. 

Albert Davis, Treasurer 

A Motion was made and approved to approve 
the July 2019 Treasurer’s Report. 

Treasurer Al Davis explained the earning oppor-
tunities in and management of the TDAmeritrade 
account.  Council compared earning opportuni-
ties in existing financial institutions.  Council also 
discussed the stewardship of HTLC resources 
for God’s work and commissioning the Finance 
Committee to move funds to TDAmeritrade.   

Kevin Letcher moved to commission the Finance 
Committee to move up to $25,000 to the 
TDAmeritrade account.  It was seconded by Peg 
Wright, and passed, with Al Davis and Floyd 
Garrott abstaining. 

Old  Business  None 

New Business   Trip to the Holy Land, January 
2021 

Mrs. Lichtenberger presented information about 
the trip to the Holy Land in January 2021 and a 
request to use the name of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church in the advertisement for the trip.  A draft 
of the brochure was available for review.  The 
HTLC office phone number will not appear in the 
brochure.   

A motion was made by Kevin Letcher that Pas-
tor Jim Lichtenberger be authorized to include 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in the brochure 
and to work with Pastor David Doane in this ef-
fort.   It was seconded by Dave Krueger and ap-
proved.   

Committee Reports: 

Worship – No report submitted.  Plans are com-
plete for August worship.  The position of pianist 
for early service has been advertised. 

Outreach – Report submitted.  Christmas in July 
and Back to School BBQ and Blessing were a 
success.  Free the Girls bra collection will be 
September 29.   

Pastor Will presented an invitation for the com-
mittee and congregation to take part in Pack 
Away Hunger on Martin Luther King Day, when 
food packets are assembled and sent to Guate-
mala as well as used locally.  The Outreach 
Committee has committed to be a sponsoring 
organization for this program. 
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AUGUST COUNCIL HIGHL IGHTS 



 

 

Evangelism –Report submitted.   

Plans for the September seminar with Dr. Bien from 
IU Health about healthcare in the Lafayette area are 
complete.    

Mailing information about upcoming church events 
has focused on neighboring families with children.   

The Interfaith Dinner will take place at AmerGrill on 
Saturday October 12. 

Technology –No meeting.  Battery issues will be cor-
rected.   

Property – Report submitted. The committee awaits 
the results of the property insurance audit.   

Maintenance tasks were reviewed.   

Council discussed the possibility of a review of loca-
tion and use of defibrillators and a request for extra 
air circulation in the altar area.   

Mutual Ministry - Report submitted.  

Congregational Study Opportunities 

Forgiveness and Reconciliation – Completed: 30 in 
attendance! 

Faith Story (June – August) extended 

God Space (Fall 2019) 

Personal Call (Fall 2019) 

Paradigms for Mission Evaluation (Spring 2020) 

Discussion included review of the Congregation Life 
Cycle surveys, which were more supportive than ex-
pected, and availability and location of Synod position 
statements. 

Christian Education –Report submitted. 

VBS attendance averaged 11 children and 15 adults.   

Sunday School curriculum for 2019-2020 is complete.  
Children will continue with Lectionary based lessons, 
and adult sessions will be a continuation of renewal 
lessons including God Space and Faith Stories. 

Youth - No report submitted.  

Stewardship – No report submitted.   

Next meeting:  Monday, September 9, 2019 at 6:30 
p.m. 

Submitted by Carolyn Claussen 
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AUGUST  COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED 

New art  in the sanctuary has stirred conversa-

tion and that is good!  Sue Davis has been im-

pressed with the spiritual insights some people 

have mentioned as they studied the art.  The 

design might direct your eyes to the cross 

formed inside the white circles.  “Focus on the 

cross” is one way to interpret the images. 
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Have you been so enthused about something that you 

couldn’t help but talk about it?  Come on                      

Grandparents….you know how you gush about those    

adora-babies that fill your life with delight!  Sometimes you 

flash pictures of your amazing, smart and kind kids while 

you are standing in line with complete strangers!  You have 

stories to tell and have the words to express yourself with-

out reservation. 

 

Author Adam Hamilton tells us that Peter and the apostles 

had that same urge to talk about Jesus’s impact on their 

lives.  They had the words to share how Jesus helped them 

live with a faith that sustained them and even excited them. 

 

The disciples didn’t have Facebook, newspapers, TV 

shows, or email to reach people.  They established relation-

ships and talked to people.  Even with mass media         

employed to provide the gospel to people today, the most 

effective way to bring God’s message to others is through 

conversation. 

 

You've felt that tug... 

 

A friend, co-worker, family member, or someone you just 

met is talking—and you sense God nudging you to say 

something. But what do you say? What don’t you say? How 

can you bring God into the conversation without shutting it 

down? 

 

Welcome to God Space. 

 

Where the Holy Spirit can do amazing things through every-

day conversations. Where honesty and transparency allow 

for discovery and deep connection. Where lives are       

challenged and changed. 

 

Connect with these real-life stories of how ordinary people 

learned how to engage others in rich spiritual conversations 

that open doors instead of slamming them shut. You'll find 

fresh insights and practical tools for connecting with others 

about the things that matter most. 

 

Sessions will be offered Sunday mornings between        

services and Wednesday evenings beginning Sunday,  

September 15th. Al Davis and Don Lambert are leading 

these discussions. 

Join Us…. 
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Outreach News 

It’s been a busy summer!!  Just scan through 
ways our congregation has touched the com-
munity: 

• Family Promise was very thankful for the 
$460 in Goodwill vouchers we were able 
to raise from our clothing drive in May. 
Guests will be able to purchase needed 
items as they settle into housing.   

• The May a garage sale held in West     
Lafayette generated funds for “Focus on     
Family.”  Over 100 pairs of shoes that didn’t 
sell  were donated to HTLC; these were  
added to our collection and taken to 
Changing Footprints.  
          We returned with 50 pairs of shoes 
for Lafayette Transitional Housing Center 
and 40 pairs for children to the Kids Kloset 
(a ministry of Christ United Methodist 
Church.) 

• HTLC and Riverside Covenant Church 
were hosts for  Family Promise 7/15- 
7/21/19. We served 5 families, 8 adults and 
6 children. Thanks to those who hosted and 
served meals!  

The 5th Sunday  

Outreach Focus 

 
The Outreach Team will be collecting bras and bucks 
for Free The Girls in September. 
 
Free The Girls is an international nonprofit 
organization based in Chesterton Indiana that helps 
women become entrepreneurs by selling bras in their 
village marketplaces. 
 
This frees the women from poverty, human trafficking 
and enables them to be productive, powerful 
providers for their families and communities. 
 
We will be collecting bras and bucks in September; 
the drive will conclude on the 5th Sunday, 
September 29. A bin will be provided to collect new 
and gently used bras. Checks may be made payable 
to “Free The Girls.” 
 
Our goal is to collect 100 bras and 200 bucks! 
Your contributions are appreciated. 

• Partnering with Bethany Presbyterian and 
Elmwood Church of Christ to offer Back to 
School Barbeque and Blessing was a tangible 
way to help our neighbors.  Our congregation was 
generous with monetary donations as well donat-
ing a mountain of tissues.   
       Special thanks goes to Bridget Richey.  She 
cut 14 heads of hair!  The HTLC setup crew and 
those who helped distribute the school supplies 
and shoes were definitely God’s hands and feet. 

Janell Uerkwitz shares a 

friendly greeting at the 

Barbeque and Blessing. 

Bridget 

Ritchie ’s  

Salon  at the 

Back to 

School 

Barbeque 
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 LET ’S CELEBRATE  SEPTEMBER 

1 Labor Day - HTLC office closed 
7 Russell - Graves Wedding 
8 Rally Day 

14 Speaker - Dr. Bien on Changing 
Health Care in Greater Lafayette 

15 New Sunday School Classes Begin 

16 Cribbage 

18 Trinitarians at Red Bird Café at 1pm 

19 Book Club 

22 
Hunger Hike 2019 
(Lafayette Urban Ministry) 

25 Open Door articles due 

28 5th Sunday: Free the Girls 

OCTOBER 

7 Kairos Cookies pick up from freezer 

7 Cribbage 

12 Interfaith dinner at AmerGrill 

16 Trinitarians 

17 Book Club 

20 Congregational Budget Meeting 

21 Cribbage 

25 Open Door articles due 

NOVEMBER 

4 Cribbage 

17 Book Club 

18 Cribbage 

21 Book Club 

25 Open Door articles due 

25 Cribbage 

Please see details in other Open Door stories or watch for 
news in the Epistle 

September Birthdays  

   2   Will Peugot 

   3   Doug Gustafson, Dorothy Schurr 

   4   Erin Wray 

   7   Shawn Keegan, Delores Linden,  
        Wayne Russell, John Kretzschmar 

  10  Tom Cavanaugh 

  11   Dennis Baker, Anita Slavens,  
         Barby Wood 

  12   Kyle Robertson, Betsy Hillery,  
         Charlie Ahlersmeyer 

  13   Cecily Cavanaugh 

  14   Sherry Holmes 

  15   Brandon Rooze 

  23   Andrew Westen 
  24   Bill Hillery 

  25   Aaron Hoskins 

  27   Joe Wenthold 

  28   Peg Sines, Jim Wagner 

  30   Sandra Donahue, Connie Getchel 

September Anniversaries 

    6     Jeff Greeley & Gretchen Freese 

It will be quick! 

October 20 a congregational meet-

ing is planned to review the 2020 

budget.  No other topics!  Please 

plan to join us. 
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Wabash Valley Youth  
Symphony held a food 
collection for our food 
pantry to say thank 
you for us providing 
the space for their    
auditions. 

Stephanie Hanslow receives a 

HTLC foundation grant of $1,000 

for “Man Up” a youth program 

focusing on work preparedness in 

our community. 

Youth Symphony 

The Wabash Valley Youth Symphony 
conducted auditions at HTLC on      
Sunday, August 25th.    Eighty four of 
the top high school musicians competed 
for a seat in this wonderful orchestra. A 
total of at least 135 musicians and their 
family members visited our church 
home.  

Nita Cunningham made sure we had 
plenty of welcome brochures ready for 
our guests.  

Their concerts begin a 7 pm on the f  
ollowing dates: 

 November 17, 2019  -Jefferson HS 
Rohrman Center 

 February 9, 2020 —Long Center 

 May 17, 2020—Long Center 

Auditionees were encouraged to con-
tribute to our Food Pantry Drive.  The 
picture demonstrates the response!    
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While it is true that a not-for-profit church has 

goals that differ from a business, there are     

definitely some stewardship basics that apply to 

both. 

Thom Rainer, a Christian author lists some best 

practices that lead to Biblically sound resource 

use in the church.  HTLC finance team , Al     

Davis, Floyd Garriott and Mike Anderson meet 

regularly to review activity, monitor the status of 

resources, study projections, evaluate options 

and make recommendations to council. 

1. Be wise in spending.  Evaluate budgets and 

expenditures in response to congregation’s 

demographics and activities.  It’s easy to 

keep doing things like we’ve always done it, 

but that’s not wise.  Proverbs 21:20 says, 

“Be sensible and store up precious treas-

ures—don’t waste them like a fool.” 

2. Make sure there is financial accountability.  

Volunteers sometimes find it difficult to step 

into a financially responsible role.  To make 

sure church funds are handled appropriately, 

they have systems, rules and paperwork.  

These activities don’t make the finance team   

popular, but keeping order, reporting and        

conducting audits are part of good stewardship. 

3. Plan for the future.  Change is constant.           

Although the “Church” has existed for centuries, it 

has evolved. The world requires new ways of  

doing business.  Luke 14:38 says, “Supposed 

one of you wants to build a tower.  Won’t you first 

sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 

enough money to complete it? 

 

HTLC has adopted a budgeting system that     

requires a congregational meeting in October so 

that the 2020 budget can be in place in January.  

Please plan to participate! 

4. Understand your audience.  A church can        

prioritize where the resources should go when 

they know why the congregation exists and who 

God wants them to serve. 

5. Step up to tough decisions.  A church needs to 

have the right people and talents, the right tools 

and the right spirit to stay on track toward its   

mission. 

How Business Can Teach Church About Stewardship 
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Wonderful thanks to all who helped make our Welcome back to    
Pastor Doane and HTLC church picnic such a successful event.  

     
Our Lord sure started us off by getting our          
attention with a nice thunder storm; fortunately a 
short one!  

 
What a Great program from Max (the mouse) the newest member of 
Mutual Ministry.  Max wrote a letter to his Mom about all  spiritual 
renewal opportunities offered that included Forgiveness / Reconcilia-
tion and Faith Stories. Max also told his Mother all about our church 
activities during Pastor’s sabbatical. Pastor Dave shared a greeting 
and emphasized how thankful he is for his 16 week sabbatical. We 
look forward to hearing more about his activities. 
        
Particular thanks was offered from Tom Cavanaugh council president 
on behalf of HTLC congregation to Pastor Jim Lichtenberger, Pastor 
Gretchen Freese and Pastor Will Peugot for “tending the flock” 
throughout these 16 weeks.  
 
The food was wonderful and abundant in the true Lutheran way. 
The Scott Greeson Trio: Scott, Vicki & Leanne, praised our God with 
such joy & harmony as we all joined in for a spontaneous sing along!  

 
Your Holy Trinity Hospitality Committee 
Connie Krueger, Sue Phebus, Deb Pohlenz  

and Honorary member Dona James 

Come let us sing for 

joy to the lord” 

 Psalms 95 



 

 

Dear Members and Friends of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod,  

As you know, the triennial Churchwide Assembly of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America met in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin August 5-10, 2019.  

On Wednesday August 7, the Assembly adopted a resolution 
that, among other things, declared the ELCA to be “a        
sanctuary church body.” This declaration has triggered a 
great deal of interest, debate, and criticism in social and news 
media, as well as among the members and friends of the 
ELCA across the country and this synod. Some of this has 
risen to a confused frenzy of questions and accusations, 
many of which arise from misunderstanding and, in some  
cases, misrepresentation of what the resolution actually says 
and means. With this letter, I invite you to take a deep breath 
with me and take some time to explore this resolution under 
the classic Lutheran catechetical question, “What does this 
mean?” Given the sorts of misrepresentation and               

misinformation that have 
been floating around, 
before engaging in any 
discussion of this       
decision – or posting on 
social media about it –  
it is crucial that we all 
become familiar with the 
“original sources.” Here 
are some links that will 
assist you and your  
congregation to access 
these sources:  

• The text of the resolution itself as reported in the           
Assembly’s Legislative: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.guidebook.com/
upload/151152/11knAW9oxkPo5YZAeqlVhMih9vkHyOBVvTvb.pdf  

• Videos of the discussion on the floor of the Assembly. You 
will need to use the slide bar on the bottom of the video to 
get to the time mark indicated (hour.minute). 

 Wed. morning – Discussion begins at 1.09: https://
youtu.be/EbOyMdeAqV0  

 Wed. afternoon – Discussion starts at 1.21: https://
youtu.be/a0-QMl5szYU  

 
• The ELCA’s Social Teaching Statement on Immigration 

will also be helpful in providing some of the context and 
history that informed this decision. Through this page you 
will also find links to a couple of other documents about 
immigration that have been adopted since this one in 
1998: https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/
Social-Messages/Immigration  

In this resolution, the ELCA in Assembly reaffirmed “the long-
term and growing commitment of this church to migrants and 

refugees and to the policy questions      
involved.”  

In other words, declaring the ELCA to 
be a sanctuary church body is a public 
declaration that we will continue and 
deepen what we have been doing as a 
church for some time in support of     
refugees and immigrants.  

Partnering with agencies like Lutheran Im-
migration and Refugee Services (LIRS), we 
will continue to assist refuges and other 
immigrants to find homes and communities 
to welcome them and assist them in       
establishing a flourishing life in this country.  

The ELCA will also continue to accompany 
and advocate for immigrants who are  
seeking asylum and do what we can to see 
that undocumented immigrants are aware 
of, understand, and live into their rights  
under US law. This sort of ministry is ex-
pressed most clearly through AMMPARO, 
Accompanying Migrant Minors with       
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and 
Opportunities.  

This resolution also “recognizes that the 
ELCA in congregations, synods and the 
churchwide organization are already taking 
the actions recommended by this           
memorial” and requests “that appropriate 
staff” from various agencies and ministries 
“review the existing strategies and       
practices by the five current sanctuary syn-
ods and develop a plan for additional tools 
that provide for education and discernment 
around sanctuary.”  

Note the verbs used here: recognize,   
request, review, provide.  

Note well: There is no requirement that 
any particular synod, congregation, or   
person provide sanctuary or engage in   
advocacy or other ministry with or on     
behalf of refugees or other immigrants.  

In other words, the Churchwide          
Assembly’s declaration that the ELCA is 
a sanctuary denomination binds only 
the ELCA Churchwide Organization; it 
does not bind congregations, synods, 
or other organizations.  

The ELCA and its leadership, including 

I invite you to take a 
deep breath with me and 
take some time to explore 
this resolution under the 
classic Lutheran       
catechetical question,  

“What does this mean?”  
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yours truly, support the work 
that some among us engage 
with and on behalf of refugees 
and other immigrants. We are 
committed to providing       
resources in support of that 
ministry. At the same time we 
do not require that others 
among our number to engage 
such ministry, advocacy, and 
action. We are also committed 
to “love one another with    
mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor” in 
the name of Jesus across our 
differences in perspective and 
action in this and other      
concerns [Romans 12:10].  

Please note: The Church-
wide Assembly did not call 
for any illegal actions, all 
actions mentioned by the 
Churchwide Assembly are 
legal. Whether any person or 
organization chooses to     

engage in civil disobedience (and therefore accept the            
consequences) is up to them.  

Nevertheless, one panelist in one of the news reports that I saw 
misguidedly proclaimed that the ELCA is violating both federal 
law and the Word of God in declaring itself a sanctuary church 
body. To make his point he quoted Romans 13:1ff: “Let every 
person be subject to the governing authorities.”  

Of course, the Word of God also says, in many places, that we 
are called to welcome, accompany, advocate for, and protect 
those who come from other places to live among us:  

“Do not oppress a foreigner; you yourselves know how it feels 
to be foreigners, because you were foreigners in 
Egypt.” [Exodus 23:9]  

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in.” [Matthew 25:35]  

“The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the   
native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you 
were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your 
God.” [Leviticus 19:34]  

“Do no wrong to the resident alien.” [Jeremiah 22:3]  

Ministries of welcome, advocacy, accompaniment, and protection 
for refugees and other immigrants are rooted in God’s Word and 

enlivened by the Spirit of Jesus. Freed in 
Christ crucified and risen, we are sent 
to love our neighbors as Jesus has 
loved us. We disagree with one another 
about how that love is expressed in the 
context of a dysfunctional immigration 
system and in light of the vulnerability of 
many refugees and immigrants among us. 
We also disagree with one another about 
whether, how, and when to resolve the 
tension between the call to “be subject to 
governing authorities” and the call to invite 
the stranger in and to “do no wrong to the 
resident alien.” Nevertheless, the call to 
love the neighbor is so central to our faith 
that each of us in our local contexts are 
called to figure out how God is calling us 
to embody this love as individuals and as 
communities of faith and witness. We    
engage this discernment in deep and   
honest discussion, debate, prayer, study, 
and discernment with our siblings across 
the community, the synod, and the 
church. We do so centered in Jesus Christ 
crucified and risen for the life of the world. 
In the end, as one bishop has put it, “For 
us, welcoming people is first and foremost 
a matter of faith which impacts how we 
live out all our vocations in God's world, 
including our political life.”  

Dear people of God, I invite you to take a 
moment to breathe deeply of the presence 
of God in this and so many other signifi-
cant and challenging situations. Then, 
gather with others in whatever ways are 
most appropriate in your context to study 
and discuss these resources, dwell in 
scripture together, pray with and for one 
another with openness to the movement 
of the Spirit in your life together, and to 
seek wisdom about how you as individu-
als and as a community might grow,  
deepen, and expand your love of your 
neighbors, whoever they are. And, along 
the way, “Beloved, let us love one         
another, because love is from God; every-
one who loves is born of God and knows 
God.” [1 John 4:7]  

Peace be with you,  

Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen, Bishop  
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Sue Davis says, “Lutheran Disaster Response is on my list of favorite organizations because they know how to lever-

age my gifts to get the biggest bang for the buck.  They partner with others, they develop roots in the community and 

stay long after the media circus leaves.  This page from a report issued this month provides stories of real victims of 

the 2017 hurricanes.”   Read more about the work of Lutheran Disaster Response at this website:   

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/2017_Hurricanes_Anniversary_Report_2yearsLater.pdf  

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/2017_Hurricanes_Anniversary_Report_2yearsLater.pdf

