
This is the title of our current congregational 

phase of Pastor’s sabbatical and the title of a 

class being held on Sunday mornings. Sharing 

our faith is an important part of our living as a 

Christian. We have been given the best gift in 

the world…God’s love through Jesus Christ! 

We share with other people all kinds of things – 

like the movie that we went to see or what hap-

pened at the end of a football game. Why not 

share with 

other people 

the one part of 

our lives that 

goes straight 

to the core of 

our very be-

ing? 

 

My faith story began on April 19, 1953, when I 

was baptized at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 

Waldo, Ohio. I didn’t know what was happening 

that day, but in the days and years to come, I 

began to learn about a loving and gracious 

God. 

 

I remember going to Mary Lou Laucher’s Sun-

day School class when I was about four or five 

years old and singing “Jesus Loves Me”. At-

tending confirmation classes in 7
th
 and 8

th
 

grades with Pastor Troutman was significant 

to me. It was during this time that I started to 

think about going into the ordained ministry, 

but for some reason I wanted to be a lawyer 

instead. (I loved watching Perry Mason on 

television!)  Well, that didn’t happen. In high 

school I loved math and wanted to be a high 

school math teacher and a coach for either 

basketball or cross country. During these 

years, Chuck Temple taught my senior high 
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I hope that sharing a part of my 

faith story will help you to think 

about your faith story . . . . .  



Sunday School class and was also my Luther 

League advisor.  Those were all formative experi-

ences in my faith walk. Another important part of 

my faith journey was always doing devotions as a 

family after dinner during the season of Advent. 

As a family, we prayed before a meal and went to 

church on Sunday mornings. 

 

Then I enrolled at Capital University in Columbus, 

Ohio. The first few days there I met someone 

who has become a lifelong friend, Pastor Mike 

Hout. He was my roommate for four years in col-

lege and a close friend during seminary as well. 

He definitely was a tremendous influence on my 

thinking again about the ordained ministry. In turn 

he introduced me to others going into the semi-

nary. We lived together on the same dormitory 

floor with many of those friends during our last 

three years. It was during those years that I de-

cided to become a pastor.  One weekend I went 

home and told my parents.  Much later I learned 

that my becoming a pastor was a prayer of my 

mom’s a long time ago. 

Next it was on to the Lutheran Seminary across 

the street and eventually to my internship at St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church in Imlay City, Michigan, 

and my two calls as a pastor to American Lu-

theran Church in Ashland, Nebraska, and Bethle-

hem Lutheran Church in Lansing, Michigan.  Of 

those two calls, three things come to mind that I 

wish to share. First of all, I counted it as a joy, 

privilege and honor to be present to walk with 

people through their joys and sorrows of life. This 

was especially true in Lansing, Michigan, where I 

was there over 30 years and was able to baptize, 

confirm and sometimes even officiate at a wed-

ding or funeral in the same family.  Secondly, to-

gether many of us were able to immerse our-

selves in a study of God’s Word. In doing so, 

we grew in our faith and love in the Lord of the 

Scriptures. Thirdly, I learned about the impor-

tance of the Marks of Discipleship, those traits 

that are so important in our Christian walk.  

And now I am here at Holy Trinity as a fellow 

church member. It is a joy, privilege and honor 

to get to know you and to help lead worship 

while Pastor is on his sabbatical. When I am not 

here on Sundays, often I am preaching in an-

other congregation. 

I hope that sharing a part of my faith story will 

help you to think about your faith story and how 

God has been with you throughout your life, 

maybe sometimes in ways that you could not 

see then. 

How about taking an hour to write down your 

faith story? Come and attend the class on Sun-

day mornings. It will be good for your faith and 

good for those around you as you consider and 

share at least a little bit of what is so important 

to all of us…. our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

God’s peace, Pastor Jim Lichtenberger 
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blind, the sick, the lame and the destitute; if you 

don’t, they die. Men may have no use for them, 

but God has: he keeps them alive, gives them 

breath and honors them with light…Anyone who 

can help a dying man but doesn’t is his mur-

derer.”  

Lactantius claimed that Chris-

tians know that acts that help 

the people whom others over-

look or reject, expecting noth-

ing in return, are “works [that] 

are especially ours to do be-

cause we have received . . . 

the words of God himself in-

structing us.” 

This is Intentional Hospitality, 

sisters and brothers. It is 

counter-cultural practice that 

honors the image of God in every person, rather 

than treating them as targets for our own good 

works or as commodities from which we hope to 

get something in return.  

Sometimes this approach to life is expressed in ad-

ages like "Do unto others as you would have them do 

unto you" or "Love your neighbor as you love your-

self." These aren’t bad for shaping the way we live our 

lives; Jesus said them, after all.  (Continued page 12) 

Hang in there with me as we step back to the 

fourth century for a moment. Sometime around 

the year 310 AD, the Emperor Constantine in-

vited the Christian theologian and teacher Lac-

tantius to the Capitol city to teach rhetoric. Lac-

tantius also used his time there to rewrite his 

big treatise on Christian theology and practice, 

titled the “Divine Institutes.”  

Surely Constantine did not expect that in his 

writing Lactantius would directly address the 

Emperor by name and call on him to live like 

the newly converted Christian he claimed to 

be. But that’s exactly what this teacher of rheto-

ric did.  

A common philosophy of the time that espe-

cially concerned Lactantius was captured in the 

Latin phrase do ut des, which means "I give so 

you will give." In other words, “I will do things for 

you so you will do things for me.” That same 

way of approaching life is also common in our 

culture and daily lives today, is it not?  

Lactantius called on Constantine to reject and 

repent of this way of living and, instead, to give 

without calculation or concern for getting some-

thing in return. This is what he wrote in his Insti-

tutes, addressed to the Emperor: “Give to the 
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Above all, 

maintain constant 

love for one 

another, for love 

covers a multitude 

of sins. Be 

hospitable to one 

another without 

complaining.  

(1 Peter 4:8-9)  

In early May, Bishop Gafkjen was invited to preach for the annual gathering 

of the American Baptist Churches of Greater Indianapolis. The theme of the 

gathering was “Food for Thought – Practicing Intentional Hospitality.”1 Peter 

4:8-9 was the scripture read during worship.  



Reports 

 

Pastor’s Report 

No report submit-
ted. (Sabbatical) 

 

 

 

Treasurer/Financial Secretary Report 

Summary: Month Five of the Calendar Year 2019 - 

Target Percent is 41.67%. 

 

INCOME:  $22,774  

Current Envelopes: 

Income for the month $22,383 which is $2,200 below 
monthly need of $24,583 

Total Income YTD:  Income is 1.94% above projection. 

 

EXPENSE:  Contained overall with several accounts 
exceeding budgets 

NET INCOME: 

May 2019: Gain  $451 

Year-to-Date:  Gain  $824 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Total Balance: $298,362 

COMMENTS:  Childcare is understated.  Correction will 
be made in June. 

 

Program funds are greatly underutilized year-to-date. 

 

Report submitted by Al Davis, Treasurer, was approved. 

 

Old Business 

Congregational Renewal - see Mutual Ministry report 
below.    

 

New Business 

No new business 

Committee Reports: 

Worship – No report submitted.  Plans are com-
plete, including worship and music for Christmas 
in July. 

Outreach – Report submitted. Christmas in July 
is planned for July 21, 2019 and will include do-
nations for Jubilee Christmas.  Fifth Sunday col-
lections will be used to support the LUM Protein 
Pantry with donations of paper products.   

The ELCA initiative God’s Work/Our Hands was 
discussed.  It was proposed that the Council, 
with additional volunteers, provide and serve 
meals at the LUM shelter.  Possible dates will be 
researched.   

*Hospitality Subcommittee – The subcommittee 
has finalized plans for the Congregational Picnic 
in August.  This event is coordinated with the 
Mutual Ministry Committee and the Lilly Congre-
gational Renewal grant.  Pastor Doane will be 
welcomed back after his sabbatical.   

Evangelism –The Community Fair was well at-
tended with positive feedback from those attend-
ing.  The committee wishes to thank Sue Lam-
bert for her work in advertising the Fair through 
online media.  Brochures and handouts to notify 
members and visitors of upcoming events are 
being designed. 

Upcoming events include a September seminar 
with Dr. Bean from IU Health about healthcare in 
America, and Interfaith Dinners (dates to be de-
termined).  Thank you to Wayne Russell for his 
leadership with these events.   

 

Technology – Report submitted.  Replacement 
face microphone and wind covers for the lapel 
microphones have been ordered.  Microphones 
for use near the piano will be provided. 

 

Property -- Report submitted. Committee mem-
bers met with the insurance representative for a 
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tour of security and safety upgrades on the property.  
He was impressed by the upkeep of the building.  It is 
hoped that these efforts can keep insurance rates sta-
ble in the coming years.   

Mutual Ministry - Report submitted.  Renewal lessons 
and study are going well and will continue on the 
same schedule.  Pastoral needs are covered, and 
grant funds will be used for the Congregational Picnic. 
It is suggested that the detailed funding request cre-
ated by Sue Davis be used as a template for future 
requests.   

Christian Education – Plans are being finalized for 
VBS.   

Youth - No report submitted.  

Stewardship – No report submitted.   

Next meeting: July 8, 2019 

Submitted by Carolyn Claussen 
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Noah’s Ark bounce house at our house during the community fair.  

See more on page 13. 

CONGREGATIONAL RENEWAL 

Mutual Ministry is sponsoring summer reflection 

and encouragement sessions for members of 

the congregation. 

 Forgiveness and Reconciliation 

 A Story Worth Sharing 

 God’s Space 

What does Forgiveness have to do with Re-

newing our spirit as a church? 

While discussing conflicts and damaged relation-

ships was not always easy, the four sessions 

had a faithful crowd of participants.  Opinions did 

not always agree with the author, Tim Keller, but 

there was always lively conversation! 

The final session brought home the point that 

churches experience conflict like any other gath-

ering of people.  “When two people within the 

church are in conflict, it can wreak a lot of havoc 

in the hearts and lives of the Christians around 

them who are not immediately involved in the 

dispute.” 

Pastor Keller notes that we often take sides 

and become alienated from fellow church 

members because of “bad reports” passed 

along as part of the dispute between oth-

ers.  We may not have been personally in-

volved in the incident our friend is relating, but 

we begin to feel alienated from our friend’s 

“enemy” anyway.  There is no direct way to 

heal such breaches and the church suffers 

from a spiritually poisonous situation. 

If you weren’t able to join the conversation, you 

can still find the study guide at the HTLC web-

site under “Get Involved.”   

Continued on page 10 
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join the discussions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sundays at 9:30 am or  

Wednesdays 11 am or 6pm 
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 LET’S CELEBRATE  

July Birthdays 

1   Lucy Brower, Scott Ahlersmeyer     

   2   Judy Allen 

   9   Laura McDonald, Rick Wellner 

 11   Ashley Widmer 

 13   Jason Smith 

 15   Kim Whiteaker, Kaylee Brown,  
        Pam Lempke 

 17   Karl Wood 

 18   Jeff Robertson, Judy Lokke,  
        Barb Everson 

 19   Robert Boothroyd 

 20   Duane McDonald 

 21   Karen Harlow, Lucas Greeley 

 23   Shannon Zachary 

 24   Anna Stabala, Erica Krueger, 
       Carolyn Shriver 

 25   Mike Anderson, Kelly Widmer,  
        Tom Getchel 

 28   Jeanne Griffith 

 30   Alexis Wallace 

 

July Anniversaries 

  1     Paul & Linda Widmer 

  2     James & Sherry Holmes 

  7     Dustin & Courtney Johnson,  
         T.J. & Diane Longdo 

17      Phil & Katherine Tackett 

26      Steve & Judy Hahn 

28      Dorothy & Rich Sisken,  
         Matt & Christine Buck 

JULY 

14th to 21st Family Promise Hosting Opportunities 

15th to 17th Vacation Bible School 

17 Trinitarians: Indoor Picnic 

18 Book Club 

21 Christmas in July 

25 Open Door articles due 

31 Back to School BBQ and Blessing 

AUGUST 

15 Book Club 

17 
Welcome Back Picnic - Prophetstown 
Park 

21 Trinitarians   

25 Open Door articles due 

25 Pastor Doane returns to the pulpit 

SEPTEMBER 

8 Rally Day 

15 New Sunday School Classes Begin 

18 Trinitarians 

19 Book Club 

25 Open Door articles due 

28 Fifth Sunday Special Support Offering 

Please see details in other Open Door stories or watch for 

news in the Epistle 

 

Aviator Ace visits the HTLC community fair.  See more on page 13. 
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Underway Now:  Story Worth 

Sharing! 

Mary Anderson and Nita Cunning-

ham are walking us through an ap-

proach to first thinking about our faith 

story.  We each have a unique set of experi-

ences, talents and blessings that make us 

who we are becoming and our development 

is far from static. No two people share the 

same personality and feelings. But at the 

same time, humans are similar in the pro-

gression of life from birth to mature age. As 

B. J. Hately states in Telling Your Story, Ex-

ploring Your Faith, “Each of us is a special 

child of God with a particular history, but we 

also are united by our common bonds of hu-

manity, our common experiences.” 

Our prayer is that we each recognize how 

God consistently intercedes in our life and 

the world, and discover ways to best live 

and express God’s love to others. 

[after a refreshing August pause]   

As part of fall 2019 Adult Christian Edu-

cation  

  

God Space: Where Spiritual Conversa-

tion Happens Naturally – Facilitators, Don 

Lambert and Al Davis 

 

Doug Pollock has a heart for Christ-

followers who long to see the quality and 

quantity of their spiritual conversations in-

crease in practical, doable, and authentic 

ways. In 6-8 sessions, we learn to Notice, 

Serve, Listen, Wonder, and Tell God’s 

Story. This opportunity to take information to 

transformation must not be understated.  

 

Greater detail will be provided in the August 

Open Door. 

CONGREGATIONAL RENEWAL (CONT INUED) 

Thanks -Fair Volunteers 



 Lesson in Stewardship:  

Living Generously Begins With Trust 

When we define faithful 
generosity—or steward-
ship—we often think in 
terms of time, talent, and 
treasure. But when I think 
about living generously, 
another important “T” word 
comes to mind. That word 
is trust. It is difficult to be 
generous without it. 

Trust seems to be a tough 
concept for many North 
Americans to master. It’s 
ironic since we have so 
much wealth compared to 
the rest of the world. Our 
culture tells us to put our 
trust in the goods, sys-
tems, and financial re-
serves that we have cre-
ated. What we tend to ig-
nore is the fact that all of 
these can fail us. We for-
get that, as Christian disci-
ples, we are called to a 
counter-cultural way of liv-
ing. 

Trusting in God is part of 
our responsibility as fol-
lowers of Jesus. It allows 
us to joyfully and gener-
ously let go of what 
we think is ours and re-
lease it for God’s use. 
Those acts of generosity 
are our witness to the 
world, sharing God’s 
abundance as channels of 
God’s love. 

We can find many exam-
ples of trust in the Bible. 

Elijah asked the widow of 
Zarepath to be generous 
by sharing her last meal 
and trust that she and her 
son would not go hungry. 
In another account, a small 
boy gave his lunch of five 
loaves and two fish, and 
more than 5,000 people 
were fed. Moses’ mother 
trusted God with her son’s 
life twice. The first time, 
she placed his life in God’s 
hands when she put him in 
a basket in a river. Moses 
was returned to her, and 
she was able to raise and 
love her son while he was 
young. Later, she gave him 
up again, and Moses ulti-
mately fulfilled God’s call as 
leader of the Hebrews. 

One of the most well-used 
stewardship sermon Scripture 
texts is the story of the 
widow’s mite, and there have 
been numerous interpreta-
tions of this incident. But per-
haps what was most impor-
tant was not only the widow’s 
ability to give to God totally 
but to trust God completely. 
Maybe that is the lesson Je-
sus was trying to teach his 
disciples and what we should 
learn from the widow’s exam-
ple. 

The hymn “Tis So Sweet to 
Trust in Jesus” was written in 
the late 1800s by Louisa M. 
Stead. She understood well 

the need for trust. Her husband 
drowned while trying to save a 
boy from drowning as she and 
her young daughter watched. 
The hymn was inspired by this 
tragedy. Louisa continued to 
trust God and followed God’s 
leading to Africa where she re-
married and served as a mis-
sionary for many years. The 
continent became her home, 
and she died there in 1917. 

When I look at the photo above, 
I see open hands that we must 
have to be generous. But I also 
envision the hands as God’s 
hands. In the center of God’s 
hands, trusting in His care—
that’s where I need to be if I’m 
truly going to be gener-

ous. What about you? 
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Written by: Marcia Shetler  
March 20, 2019 
 

This article first appeared in the Ecu-
menical Stewardship Center blog at 
https://stewardshipresources.org 
and is used with permission 

http://www.voicesonstewardship.com/author/marcia-shetler/
https://stewardshipresources.org


But even more compelling, more challenging, more profoundly life-changing – 

for us and for those with whom we offer hospitality – is something else that 

Jesus said at the last earthly meal he had with his disciples: After Jesus had 

washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said 

to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 

Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have 

set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  “Do you 

know what I have done to you? You also should do as I have done to you.”  

This goes far beyond doing unto others as we would have them do unto us or 

even loving others as we love ourselves. Jesus calls us to do unto others 

as he has done to us. This is hospitality in the way of the cross. This is self-

giving love that simply wants others to know the new, abundant and lasting life 

offered as gift to all from the nail-scarred hands of the crucified and risen 

Christ. What has Jesus done to us? Jesus has become one of us and knelt 

before us to wash us. Jesus has forgiven and feeds us. Jesus has given his 

life for us. He has covered the multitude of our sins for us and left them 

wrapped in white linen on the floor of an empty tomb. Jesus has risen from the 

dead to welcome us without condition into the grace and goodness of God. 

And this same Jesus sends us to those whom others overlook or reject – the 

poor, the stranger, the one who is so different from us – Jesus sends us to do 

for them what Jesus has done and continues to do for us. And Jesus expects 

us to expect nothing in return...to expect nothing, that is, except that in the 

power of the Spirit of Christ this troubled world of ours will begin to look more 

and more like God's peaceable kingdom where lions and lambs sit together 

and swords are refashioned into plowshares. May God grant us the humility, 

the faith in Jesus, and abiding trust in the cross-shaped truth that life is found 

in giving it away.  

May we practice hospitality that does for others what Jesus has done for us. 

As Peter put it in his ancient letter, may we, like good stewards of the manifold 

grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of us has received. 

Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever 

serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be 

glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the 

power forever and ever. Amen. 

+Bishop Bill Gafkjen  

 

 

This goes far       

beyond doing unto 

others as we would 

have  them do 

unto us... 

HOSPITALITY : WHERE GOD IS DOING NEW THINGS (CONTINUED)  
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HTLC COMMUNITY FAIR RECAP 

The HTLC Community Fair was a 
great success this June.  Good 
weather, good people and a good 
turnout.  Our unofficial count was 
based on hot dog consumption;  it felt 
like we had about three times more 
visitors than last year. We ran out of 
dogs around 1! 

The Bounce House and the Fire 
Truck, Patrol car and police motorcy-
cle were great hits.   The fife and 
drums along with the rocking sound 
of the Cavanaugh Sound Machine 
attracted neighbor garage sale shop-
pers.  The Tippecanoe Amateur Ra-
dio club and the games led by fun 
and friendly HTLC volunteers enter-
tained everyone. 

None of this would have happened if 
it weren’t for the many volunteers 
who graciously gave up their time to 
come and help.  

HTLC is blessed with great people. I 
thank God for all of you. 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

1005 North 21st Street 

Lafayette, IN  47904-2296 

Phone: 765-447-4205 

 

E-mail: office@htlcweb.org 

Website: www.holytrinitylafayette.com 

Open Door Editor:  Susan Davis 

“HTLC is blessed 
with great people.  I 
thank God for you all” 
 

Nita Cunningham 
 


