
Throughout this time while Pastor Doane is on clergy 

renewal, we at Holy Trinity are working on congrega-

tional renewal. The three main areas of focus during this 

renewal time are Forgiveness and Reconciliation, shar-

ing our Faith Stories, and God Space: Equipping People 

to be the Church in Everyday Life.  

Although the first small group session on Forgiveness 

and Reconciliation have begun, please join in or con-

tinue with Sue Davis and Diane Longdo as together we 

read and discuss Timothy Keller’s article, “Serving Each 

Other through Forgiveness and Reconciliation.” These 

sessions will continue during the Sunday morning Adult 

Sunday School, Wednesday mornings and evenings on 

June 2, 9. And 16.  

Forgiveness and Recon-

ciliation play large roles 

in our life together as 

Christians. Keller envi-

sions the Christian life as 

a life called to radical 

reconciliation through 

forgiveness and recon-

ciliation where Chris-

tians never give up on 

one another—a call to 

follow Christ’s com-

mandment “I give you a 

new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 

have loved you, you also should love one another. By 

this everyone will know that you are my disci-

ples, if you have love for one another” (John 

13:34-35). Our Gospel texts for half the season 

of Easter have related to love, forgiveness, 

peace—shalom (wholeness, wellness, complete-

ness), and how to live together as people who 

follow Jesus.  

Keller’s statement that the church of Jesus Christ 

is called to radical reconciliation reminds us that 

we worship a God who in the incarnation gave 

himself for us in order that all may be reconciled 

with God. Radical reconciliation means being 
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open to the possibility of 

working towards forgiv-

ing those who have 

wronged us, slighted us, 

sinned against us. Once 

we have begun the proc-

ess of forgiving then we 

are more open to the 

process of reconciliation 

where we can once 

again be made one in 

Christ. A caution with 

Keller’s article is that if 

one is in or has experienced abusive relationships that 

forgiveness can happen even if reconciliation is not 

safe or possible. 

Forgiveness and reconciliation are so important in 

Christian life that our Sunday liturgy provides three to 

four places for forgiveness and reconciliation to occur. 

The first is corporate confession which is often at the 

beginning of the service. The next time comes in the 

sharing of the peace where the pastor says, “the Peace 

of Christ be with you all” and the congregation takes 

the time to share the peace. This is the shalom peace 

that wishes completeness, wholeness, your best wel-

fare to and for you and is a place before Communion 

that we can ask and give forgiveness to each other. 

Then from wishing each other peace and receiving the 

offering, the congregation moves into the Sacrament 

of Holy Communion where in the Words of Institution 

Christ says, “This cup is the new covenant of my 

blood, which is shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.” Christ forgives us as we take, eat 

and drink the body and blood of our Savior. And fi-

nally, forgiveness and reconciliation show up in the 

prayer Jesus taught us to pray. When we pray the 

Lord’s Prayer, we ask God to “forgive us our sin/

trespasses/debts as we forgive those who sin/trespass 

against us” or are our debtors. Forgiveness and recon-

ciliation are part of living life together as brothers 

and sisters in Christ as we work together in mission 

and ministry. 

Forgiveness and reconciliation are processes that 

start with the words of forgiveness and over time 

people become reconciled with each other.  Luther 

states that Christians are simultaneously saints and 

sinners. Since sin leads to our separation from God 

and from each other, forgiveness provides the hope 

for reconciliation that happens over time. Once one 

has sinned against their neighbor, forgiveness opens 

the door for a continued relationship with the hope 

of reconciliation when one admits they were wrong, 

asks for forgiveness and changes their actions in the 

future so that a new relationship can be formed. 

Your sister in Christ,  

The Rev. Dr. Gretchen M. Freese 
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Our Sunday liturgy 

provides three to four 

places for forgiveness 

and reconciliation to 

occur... 



Like Paul said of himself in Romans 7, “I do not un-

derstand my own actions. For I do not do what I 

want, but I do the very thing I hate.” We know the 

difference between greed and generosity. We know 

the difference between selfishness, selflessness, and 

self-care. We might even trust that God will take care 

of us. That God will “provide you with every blessing 

in abundance.” But that still might not be enough to 

guide us into a healthy life marked by balanced stew-

ardship of our time, talents, and treasures. 

But the biblical principles remain. They aren’t going 

anywhere. And they are true. 

“The one who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully 

will also reap bountifully.” I have a friend who 

left a high paying sales job to follow his heart. He en-

rolled in an auto body program at a vocational techni-

cal school. Today he runs a garage restoring and re-

building classic cars. He took a risk. He paid the joyful 

and sacrificial costs of his choice. He sowed bounti-

fully and now reaps bountifully. 

Where do we sow sparingly? What do we sow bounti-

fully? Where to we invest our time, our skills, our pas-

sions, our hearts? Where and Who do we look to for 

security, for status, for power? 

Notice the double blessing in Paul’s words. The gener-

osity of the Corinthians will result in thanksgiving to 

God, and gratitude from those blessed by their gener-

osity. Knowing we are a part of that is the “what’s in it 

for me?” side of Christian stewardship. 

And finally, notice that Paul ends with his reminders 

that generosity is also an act of obedience. It is doing 

what we are supposed to do. Always with the realiza-

tion that God always gives first.    Pastor Kerry Nelson 

serves Faith Lutheran, Houston, Texas.  Find his de-

votions here: https://revkerry.com/  

This section of 2 Corinthians is like the broccoli or 

spinach of what Paul has to say about the place of 

financial generosity in the life of a follower of Jesus. 

It is chockful (a word I seldom say or use) of wis-

dom, encourage, and challenge – the spiritual nutri-

ents of a balanced and fruitful Christian life. 

But that’s not to say that we all love to eat our vege-

tables. 
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      STEWARDSHIP 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly 

will also reap sparingly, and the one who 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 

Each of you must give as you have made up 

your mind, not reluctantly or under compul-

sion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God 

is able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, so that by always having 

enough of everything, you may share abun-

dantly in every good work. As it is written, 

“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his 

righteousness endures forever.”  

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread 

for food will supply and multiply your seed 

for sowing and increase the harvest of your 

righteousness. You will be enriched in every 

way for your great generosity, which will 

produce thanksgiving to God through us; for 

the rendering of this ministry not only sup-

plies the needs of the saints but also over-

flows with many thanksgivings to God.  

Through the testing of this ministry you glo-

rify God by your obedience to the confession 

of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity 

of your sharing with them and with all oth-

ers, while they long for you and pray for you 

because of the surpassing grace of God that 

he has given you. Thanks be to God for his 

indescribable gift!  

https://revkerry.com/


Pastor’s Report 

No report submitted. 
(Sabbatical) 

 

Treasurer/Financial 
Secretary Report 

Summary: Month 
Four of the Calen-

dar Year 2019 - Target Percent is 33.33% 

 

INCOME:  $28,366 (includes Vanco posting) 

Current Envelopes: 

Income for the month $23,573 which is $1,010 
below monthly need of $24,583 

Total Income YTD:  Income is 2.74% above pro-
jection 

EXPENSE: 

NET INCOME: 

April 2019: Loss $7,719 

Year-to-Date:  Gain $373 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Total Balance:  Approximate:  $306,098 

 

COMMENTS:  Annual premiums of insurance 
had a great impact in April. 

 

A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report  sub-
mitted by Al Davis was made by Carolyn Claus-
sen, seconded by Kevin Letcher, and passed. 

 

Old Business 

 No old business  

 

 

New Business 

Mutual Ministry Report 

An overview of responsibilities during the 
renewal process was discussed.  Council 
expressed confidence in and gratitude for 
the thoughtful and spirit led leadership of the 
Mutual Ministry Committee and confirmed 
that they will continue their guidance of the 
congregational renewal and grant imple-
mentation process.   

Council also supports the Parish Secretary’s 
plan for covering needs during the Clergy 
Renewal time and will be available to an-
swer questions as they may arise. 

It was discussed and agreed that flexibility 
within the grant will support the best use of 
available funds. 

Committee Reports: 

 

Worship – No report submitted.  Worship 
plans are complete  

 

Outreach – Report submitted. The role of 
the Hospitality Committee was discussed.  
Christmas in July is planned for July 21, 
2019 to provide support for Jubilee Christ-
mas.  The May clothing drive to support 
Family Promise is in progress, and support 
for the food pantries is continuing. 

 

Evangelism – Report submitted.  Final plans 
for the community fair on June 8, 2019 were 
discussed 

 

Technology – No report submitted.  The 
committee is working to consolidate both 
web links to one site.  Replacement of the 
Finance computer was discussed. 
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JUNE COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 



Property -- Report submitted. Committee 
members will meet with the insurance repre-
sentative to propose a reduction in premium 
based on recent security and safety up-
grades on the property.  Property clean up 
day is scheduled for May 18, 2019 from 9:00 
a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  In the event of inclement 
weather, clean up day will be rescheduled to 
May 25, 2019. 

 

Mutual Ministry - Report submitted.  See dis-
cussion under New Business 

 

Christian Education – Report submitted.  
Sunday School teachers and 2019 gradu-
ates will be recognized during the May 19 
service.  During the same service, the 
Tackett family will be wished Farewell and 
Godspeed.  Their faithful dedication to Holy 
Trinity is appreciated.   

 

Youth - No report submitted.  The Youth 
served Easter breakfast as a service project.  
The youth and adult leaders are discussing 
the possibility of arranging a contemporary 
service.   

 

Stewardship – No report submitted.   

 

At 7:50 p.m., a motion was made by Al 
Davis and seconded by Kevin Letcher to ad-
journ the meeting.  The motion was passed 
and the meeting adjourned, closing in 
prayer.   

 

Next meeting:  Monday, June 10, 2019 at 
6:30 p.m. 

Submitted by Carolyn Claussen 
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To our church family: 

Thank you for the well wishes and prayers as we finish 
our preparations to move to Pennsylvania in a few 
weeks. We have felt quite fortunate to be part of the 
congregation at Holy Trinity over the past 15 years. 
From the first time we came, we were welcomed with 
open arms, and have made many close friends (and 
even some "practice grandmas") since. We will miss 
you all, from our choir and other music friends to Sun-
day school families, and everyone else we see each 
week in worship. Thank you all, and God's blessings to 
you. 

-The Tackett Family 

Property Committee Thanks 

The spring cleanup was a great workday with a light 
breeze and full sun.  We had a wonderful day getting 
things done. 

Activity from cleaning up the garage, cleaning gutters, 
cleaning stairwells, repairing the chuckhole on Sunset 
Drive, trimming trees, bushes and plants, polishing 
pews and other wood furniture in the sanctuary, mulch-
ing beds around the exterior, planting near the gazebo, 
and removing the Lent/Easter season cross. 

We wish to thank:   Marilyn Weber, Jim Holmes, Dan 
Lokke, Deb Pohlenz, Helen Hoffman, Dave Krueger, 
Nita Cunningham, Bev Melichar, Bob Montgomery, 
Sue Davis, Floyd Garrott, Stan Harlow, Jeff Greeley, 
Janell Uerkwitz, Rob Wolaver, and Wayne Russell. 

Thank you to the Adopt-A-Spot Volunteers 

Janell Uerkwitz, Don Lambert, Jim & Sherry Holmes, 
Al & Sue Davis, Deb Pohlenz, Vickie Tetzloff, Bob 
Montgomery, Marilyn Weber, Rob Wolaver, and Mike 
& Mary Anderson. 

Thank you for beautifying God’s house. 

JUNE COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED 



Barb Mussche faithfully attends the 8:15 
service and sits near the front.  It’s not un-
usual for someone to wait patiently at the 
end of worship for the fellowship hour crowd  
to find their way out of the sanctuary and 
then slip a small bundle to Barb without 
much conversation.  What kind of transac-
tion is happening on Sunday morning? 

A clue to this mystery occurred when a 
thank you note was posted on the HTLC 
bulletin board addressed to Connie Krueger  
and Elizabeth White.  Connie confessed 
that she is an avid knitter and regularly sup-
plies Barb with baby caps, hats and other 

projects.  Elizabeth White has been spotted passing 
along knitted items too. 

So what’s the story Barb?  Barb smiles as she re-
lates how she meets with a group of women each 
Thursday afternoon at Sacred Grounds Coffee Shop 
on Wabash Avenue.  They knit and donate items to 
a variety of places in our community.   

Some groups specialize in projects that require a 
specific skill level.  Barb says that the Sacred 
Grounds knitters are patient and will teach basics to 
anyone who might like to learn.   

With a little probing, it becomes clear that Barb has 
led the group with an informal and easy-going style 
for many years.  The group meeting place and com-
position has changed over time, but currently the 5 
to 7 regular knitters have become friends just enjoy 
getting together and helping others in the process.   

Supplies of yarn have been donated as the word 
has spread through the community about the knit-
ters and how they share God’s love through a hand-
crafted hat, scarf or shawl.  

“They know we are Christians by our love….”  

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT:  BARB MUSSCHE  

Page 6 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER  ATTENDANCE NEARLY RIVALED THE KENTUCKY DERBY 

CROWD! 

The Derby may have drawn a slightly larger group, but the evening of appetizers, fine dining and 

delectable desserts was a wonderful HTLC fellowship opportunity for many!  Check out the people 

enjoying pre-dinner conversation.  Waldo stopped by  to sample the shrimp.  Can you find him? 



 Christmas in July -   
Come to church Sunday, 
July 21st  and get in the spirit 
of Jubilee!   Christmas cook-
ies, ice cream and punch will 
be served  following both services, envelopes for 
monetary donations will be provided, and any toys 
or gifts you’ve bought on sale and squirreled away 
for Jubilee will be received with gladness. 

 The “Fifth" Sunday—Not all months have 5 Sun-
days.  When HTLC runs into one, it’s special.  The 
Fifth Sunday will be designed as a time to support 
specific ministries.  June 30

th
  has been desig-

nated as a “Paper Products Drive” in support of the  
LUM Protein, Produce and Paper Pantry. 

 Changing Footprints “shoe collection” is back in 
operation.  Bring your shoe donations to the cloak 
area and deposit in the bin. 
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Save the Date 

 

CHURCH PICNIC  

Pastor Doane Welcome back 

Saturday  

August, 17th  2019 

Prophetstown State Park 

5545 Swisher Road 

West Lafayette, IN 47906 

More details to come!  

Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response designated for “U.S. 
tornadoes" will be used entirely (100%) to assist those af-

fected by tornadoes until the response is complete.   

Checks or money orders can be sent to: 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
 
Write "U.S. Tornadoes" on your check memo line. 
----------------------- 

Give by phone at 800-638-3522 or online.  

Will you be my neighbor? 

Vacation  

Bible  

School 

July 15-17 

6 pm to 7:45 pm 

   Watch for more news soon! 

NOTES FROM OUTREACH 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fustornadorelief&srcid=200411&srctid=1&erid=d41a2378-a6c4-4839-8a0b-5d81447688c6&trid=d41a2378-a6c4-4839-8a0b-5d81447688c6
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fustornadorelief&srcid=200411&srctid=1&erid=d41a2378-a6c4-4839-8a0b-5d81447688c6&trid=d41a2378-a6c4-4839-8a0b-5d81447688c6
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June Birthdays 

  1 Helen Hicks-Wenthold 

  2 Deidre Bush, Ross Tolen,  
Harry Ahlersmeyer 

  4 Marilyn Robbins, Marcia Wooldridge 

  9 Judy Hahn 

10 Pat Rooze 

12 Kurt Tolen 

13 Beverly Hoskins, Jim Lembke 

16 Doug Phebus, Tyler Whiteaker 

19 Paula Gillespie, Greg Phebus,  
Marilyn Chambers 

22 Brett LaReau 

23 Kevin Letcher 

25 Lori Cheek, T.J. Longdo 

26 Heather Butler, Cheryl Suter 

 

June Anniversaries 

  1 Karl & Barby Wood,  
Walt & Elna Niezabitowski 

  3 Larry & Sandy Back,  
Daryl & Paula Gillespie 

  6 Walter Lott & Nita Cunningham 

  7 Jim & Sue Lichtenberger 

12  Ed Lausch & Peg Favorite,  
Charles & Mary McDonald, 

 Matt & Amy Brown,  
Bob & Barb Everson,  
Robert & Donna Montgomery 

15 Shannon & Pinnie Wallace 

20 Mac & Bridget Ritchie 

21 Scott & Lauren Ahlersmeyer 

27 Jim & Bonnie Cahoon,  
Scott & Cheri Schwartz 

29 Dennis & Suzanne Juds 

30 Rob & Cindy Wolaver 

 LET’ S CELEBRATE  

It’s not too late to join a 

Forgiveness discussion. 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

Wednesdays 11:00 am 

Wednesdays 6:00 pm 

 

through June 19th 

JUNE 

1st - 2nd Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly 

8 
HTLC Community Fair 

15 Trinitarians:  Dave Sattler, cartoonist 

20 Book Club 

23 
"A Story Worth Sharing" sessions be-
gin 

25 Open Door articles due 

JULY 

15th to 17th Vacation Bible School 

17 Trinitarians: Indoor Picnic 

18 Book Club 

21 Christmas in July 

25 Open Door articles due 

AUGUST 

15 Book Club 

17 
Welcome Back Picnic - Prophetstown 
Park 

25 Open Door articles due 

25 Pastor Doane returns to the pulpit 

Please see details in other Open Door stories or watch for 

news in the Epistle 



Page 9 

A STORY WORTH SHARING  NEXT UP IN THE RENEWAL SERIES 

Why is church attendance dropping across the country? 

Why aren’t more people visiting our congregation? 

Kelly Fryer, author and trained Lutheran pastor, gives a 

simple, yet challenging, answer: We are not telling our 

story! If we have no story to share, how will the 

“unchurched” know what we are about? If we can not feel 

grace in our hearts, and speak it with our voice, how can 

we share the amazing love of God through Jesus? 

Fryer says that 40% of Lutherans (and her book is several 

years old, so the percentage is probably much higher) 

would flat-out refuse to talk about their personal faith if 

asked by a friend, co-worker or family member. They 

might quote some old Catechism line, but they would not 

share the deep, personal faith story that they carry in their 

hearts. And we wonder why 

nobody new knows about our 

congregation and our mes-

sage! 

Join Mary Anderson & Nita 

Cunningham as we look at the 

fears and hesitations of shar-

ing our faith story and how to 

master those to spread the life-

giving love of Jesus. NO, you 

will NOT have to give a 

“testimony” in this class! But 

we hope you will attain a comfort level that will help you 

grow in your faith and in expression of that faith. 

The series will conclude (we hope – still scheduling!) with 

a guest Pastor who will share her own faith story and how 

she came to the ministry she now shares with her congre-

gation of non-traditional members. 

The class will meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 from 

June 23rd until July 21st. Some alternate times 

may be offered; please check the welcome sheet 

for options and indicate your preference. 

COME, learn to share the story we all have that’s 
worth sharing! 

Check out Pastor Doane’s blog.  

It’s easy!  When you go to the 

Holy Trinity website to view your 

Open Door, notice the new tab 

along the top of the page.  Click 

on “Pastor Doane’s Blog.” 

In his second post,  May 28th, he 

relates a bit of inspiration from a 

recent trip to Minneapolis for the 

“Festival of Homiletics.”  The story 

of Zaccheus, set in historical con-

text offers a richer view.  Your 

perspective of the “Wee Little 

Man,” will deepen when you view 

Zaccheus through Jesus’ eyes. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Featuring a “Blog” is a new oppor-

tunity for  HTLC to learn how to 

share how our faith shows up in 

our daily life.  You can engage 

with Pastor by commenting on the 

posts.  Putting our faith into words 

is important!   

Discussion Groups Meet 

June 23—July 21st 

ANOTHER HELPING OF GRACE 



 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

1005 North 21st Street 

Lafayette, IN  47904-2296 

Phone: 765-447-4205 

E-mail: office@htlcweb.org 

Website: www.holytrinitylafayette.com 

Open Door Editor:  Susan Davis 
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An all-ages Easter fellowship time at the Freese-Greeley home 

was held  May 19.  A Bible verse treasure hunt kept adults out of 

trouble while the kids had fun together. 


