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Service of Light 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
Hymn O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken 
 LSB 439 

 sts. 1–3  
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-

kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on 

earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm Psalm 19 

  

1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

 and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 

2Day to day | pours out speech,* 

 and night to night reveals | knowledge. 

3There is no speech, nor | are there words,* 

 whose voice | is not heard. 

4Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end | of the world.* 

 In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 
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5which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 

 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 

6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

and its circuit to the | end of them,* 

 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 

7The law of the LORD is perfect, 

reviv- | ing the soul;* 

 the testimony of the LORD is sure, 

 making wise the | simple; 

8the precepts of the LORD are right, 

rejoicing | the heart;* 

 the commandment of the LORD is pure, 

 enlightening | the eyes; 

9the fear of the LORD is clean, 

enduring for- | ever;* 

 the just decrees of the LORD are true, 

 and righteous alto- | gether. 

10More to be desired are they than gold, 

even | much fine gold;* 

 sweeter also than honey 

 and drippings of the | honeycomb. 

11Moreover, by them is your | servant warned;* 

 in keeping them there is | great reward. 

12Who can dis- | cern his errors?* 

 Declare me innocent from | hidden faults. 

13Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 

 let them not have dominion | over me!* 

Then I shall be blameless, 

 and innocent of great trans- | gression. 

14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

be acceptable | in your sight,* 

 O LORD, my rock and my re- | deemer. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
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Hymn These Are the Holy Ten Commands 
 LSB 598 
 sts. 1–6 

 

 

 
 

5 “You are to honor and obey 

Your father, mother, ev’ry day, 

Serve them each way that comes to hand; 

You’ll then live long in the land.” 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

6 “You shall not murder, hurt, nor hate; 

Your anger dare not dominate. 

Be kind and patient; help, defend, 

And treat your foe as your friend.” 

    Have mercy, Lord!

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (st. 1): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959; (st. 2): tr. Michael A. Penikis, 1964; (sts. 3–5): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 6): tr. 
Christian Worship, 1993, alt. 
Tune: German, 13th cent. 
Text (sts. 1–2): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 3–5): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003495 
Text (st. 6): Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Deuteronomy 5:1–22 
 1And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the rules that I 

speak in your hearing today, and you shall learn them and be careful to do them. 2The LORD our God 
made a covenant with us in Horeb. 3Not with our fathers did the LORD make this covenant, but with 

us, who are all of us here alive today. 4The LORD spoke with you face to face at the mountain, out of 

the midst of the fire, 5while I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the 

word of the LORD. For you were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up into the mountain. 

He said: 
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 6“‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery. 

 7“‘You shall have no other gods before me. 

 8“‘You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 

above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 9You shall not bow 

down to them or serve them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

 11“‘You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him 

guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

 12“‘Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. 13Six days 

you shall labor and do all your work, 14but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 

you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female 

servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your 

gates, that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. 15You shall remember 

that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there with 

a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the 

Sabbath day. 

 16“‘Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God commanded you, that your days 

may be long, and that it may go well with you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

 17“‘You shall not murder. 

 18“‘And you shall not commit adultery. 

 19“‘And you shall not steal. 

 20“‘And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

 21“‘And you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. And you shall not desire your neighbor’s house, 

his field, or his male servant, or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 

neighbor’s.’ 

 22“These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly at the mountain out of the midst of the fire, 

the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no more. And he wrote them on 

two tablets of stone and gave them to me. 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Reading Romans 3:21–28 
 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 

and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and 

are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his 

righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? 

No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
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HYMN These Are the Holy Ten Commands 
 LSB 581 
 sts. 7–12 

 

 

 
 

11 You have this Law to see therein 

That you have not been free from sin 

But also that you clearly see 

How pure toward God life should be. 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

12 Our works cannot salvation gain; 

They merit only endless pain. 

Forgive us, Lord! To Christ we flee, 

Who pleads for us endlessly. 

    Have mercy, Lord!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 7, 11): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (sts. 8–10, 12): tr. Christian Worship, 1993, alt. 
Tune: German, 13th cent. 
Text (sts. 7, 11): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003495 
Text (sts. 8–10, 12): Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Homily 
 

Canticle 
 

Stand 

 

Magnificat LSB 248 
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Prayer 
 

Stand 

 

Litany (Lent) LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is 
sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the 

Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who 

protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 

mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
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     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Benedicamus LSB 252 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 252 
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Closing Hymn Before the Ending of the Day 
 LSB 889 

 

 

 
 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Benedictine plainsong, mode VI 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Lent 2023 
 

“Singing the Catechism” 
 

“Lent is a penitential season especially because and insofar as it is a 
catechetical season.”  

(Lutheran Service Book: Companion to the Services, p. 229) 
 

For this year’s catechesis at our Lenten Evening Prayer services, we 
will sing and explore Martin Luther’s catechetical hymns. Such 

“preaching in song,” as Luther called it, deepens our faith in God’s 
saving Gospel and our Christian life. 

 
All Evening Prayer services begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 
March 1 – Lent 1 Midweek 

“These Are the Holy Ten Commands” (LSB 581) 
 

March 8 – Lent 2 Midweek 
“We All Believe in One True God” (LSB 954) 

 

March 15 – Lent 3 Midweek 
“Our Father, Who from Heaven Above” (LSB 766) 

 

March 22 – Lent 4 Midweek 
“To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord” (LSB 406) 

 

March 29 – Lent 5 Midweek 
“From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee” (LSB 607) 

 

April 6 – Holy (Maundy) Thursday 
“O Lord, We Praise Thee” (LSB 617) 

 
“St. Paul … exhorted the Colossians [3:16] to sing spiritual songs and 
Psalms heartily unto the Lord, so that God’s Word and Christian teaching 
might be instilled and implanted in many ways. Therefore I, too, … have 
with the help of others compiled several hymns, so that the holy Gospel 
which now by the grace of God has risen anew may be set forth and given 
free course.” (Luther’s Works, AE, p. 316, translation altered) 


