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Prelude
Service of Holy Baptism

Entrance Hymn

LSB 268

Arise, O Christian People

LSB 354
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your -selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum - ble heart and low - 1ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh -ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’'n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The heart sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth and light were giv - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a -
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; riu sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world is shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangblichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain



I« Service of the Word -

Kyrie LSB 152
9
ia—
g e N S— -
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutatiofr; and Collect of the Day
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(P The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P) Letus pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts

by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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A - men

Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1-11

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
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that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
SAnd the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

®A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
19Behold, the Lord Gob comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
1He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 85 Revive Us Again
© St. Meinrad Archabbey — Mode 4
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Lord, you were favorable | to your land;
you restored the fortunes | of Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity | of your people;
you covered | all their sin.

You withdrew | all your wrath;

you turned from your | hot anger.

Restore us again, O God of | our salvation,
and put away your indignation | toward us!

Will you be angry with | us forever?

Will you prolong your anger to all gene- | rations?
Will you not revive | us again,

that your people may re- | joice in you?

Show us your steadfast | love, O Lord,
and grant us your | salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, | to his saints;
but let them not turn | back to folly.

Surely his salvation is near to | those who fear him,
That glory may dwell in | our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;

righteousness and peace | Kiss each other.
Faithfulness springs up from the ground,

and righteousness looks down | from the sky.

Yes, the Lord will give | what is good,
and our land will yield | its increase.
Righteousness will go be- | fore him
and make his foot- | steps away.



Epistle 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.

2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small
thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4l
am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges
me. STherefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring
to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one
will receive his commendation from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia Mode VI Alleluia
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Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples %and said
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”” “And Jesus answered them,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. 8And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8wWhat then did you go out to see? A man
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. *What then did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. 1°This is he of whom it is
written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

UTruly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.
Sit
Sermon
Stand

Hymn of the Day

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
LSB 345
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I Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - 1y, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound  soul a - rise; Christ,  its sun, all
par - don down from heav'n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil -dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn -ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and  all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text and tune: Public domain
Prayer of the Church
Sit

Voluntary

Stand
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my

vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
I« Service of the Sacrament I«
Preface
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

LSB 159

LSB 160



[P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itistruly good, right, and salutary ...evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With

10



repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Pax Domini LSB 163
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(P} The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

Agnus Dei LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
LSB 338

1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer-it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven
Text and tune: Public domain
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Hymn Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

LSB 347
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin - ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn -ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
o) . .
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Oof the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Dismissal
(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart -1~ in peace.
Amen.
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Nunc Dimittis
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther
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and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be- gin-ning, is now,
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
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and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

LSB 165

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our

hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
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Benediction

Closing Hymn
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(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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A - men.
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!

4 His is no earth-1ly king - dom; It comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands, bow down be-fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:
A Refrain .
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Ho - san - na to the  Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Tune: Swedish, 17th cent.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003495
Tune: Public domain
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Prepare the Royal Highway

LSB 343
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