
H O P E 
Evangelical Lutheran Church

www.hopelutheranstl.org

 

PASTORAL LETTER 
RESUMING REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Wednesday of Trinity 7 
July 29, 2020 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

“Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; for while 
bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the 

present life and also for the life to come.” (1 Timothy 4:7-8)  

Over the past four months we have become consumed with the COVID-19 pandemic and many 
things related to hygiene and health. We have been inundated by all manner of information and/
or misinformation on many sides of the issue. 

In this stressful time, St. Paul’s words above take on new depth and meaning. Instead of letting 
ourselves be consumed by the often “irreverent” news and information we consume on a daily 
basis, the apostle calls us to train ourselves for godliness—for living first and foremost as God’s 
redeemed people, confident and at peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. “For while bodily training is of 
some value, godliness is of value in every way.”  

Focusing on our physical health and wellbeing is certainly good and of “some value,” but training 
ourselves in godliness—in our Lord’s truth, life, and forgiveness—is better by far. It has “value in 
every way.” This is especially true in this time of pandemic. We need to immerse ourselves in our 
Lord’s Word of grace, truth, and peace. To do that, we especially need to return to our normal 
routine hearing and learning God’s Word. 

RESTORING NORMALCY & MAINTAINING SENSITIVITY 
For this reason the Board of Elders has decided that it is good, right, and healthy to restore our 
regular Sunday morning schedule of both Divine Service and Christian Education. Beginning 
Sunday, September 13, we will resume our normal Sunday schedule of: 

9:00 a.m. Divine Service 
10:30 a.m. Christian Education: 
 Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
11:45 a.m. Youth Catechism Class 

If you still need or prefer an alternate Divine Service time due to COVID-related concerns, another 
opportunity will still be offered. We are moving the 11:00 Divine Service time to Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m., starting September 16. This will be a repeat of the Sunday morning service.  
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The 9:00 Divine Service on Sundays will continue to be live-streamed on Hope’s Facebook page. 

As was mentioned in my previous Pastoral Letter (read here), the 11:00 time slot on Sunday 
mornings was intended to be only temporary from the time we reopened in May. We are seeking to 
restore a sense of normalcy for Hope congregation as well as maintain our sensitivity to the new 
COVID-related needs. By God’s grace we continue to practice “kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience” (Colossians 3:12) in these uncharted waters. We pray that the Wednesday evening Divine 
Service time will be a blessing to those who need or prefer it. 

NOTE ON CHILDREN AND COVID-19 
While the debate on reopening schools in our area continues to rage, we at Hope are confident that 
we can safely resume Sunday School. Those who teach Sunday School have been polled and are all 
willing to return to this blessed and important task. We are also confident that we can hold Sunday 
School with the same health and hygiene measures we have been using.  

We also note what the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has said regarding 
children and COVID-19: “Early reports suggest children are less likely to get COVID-19 than 
adults, and when they do get COVID-19, they generally have a less serious illness. As of July 21, 
2020, 6.6% of reported COVID-19 cases and less than 0.1% of COVID-19-related deaths are among 
children and adolescents less than 18 years of age in the United States.” (https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/prepare-safe-return.html, accessed 
7/29/20) 

ADAPTATIONS FOR MUSIC PROGRAM 
After consultation with Kantor Janssen, Hope’s music program will also resume this Fall, though 
with some adaptations. At this point, it is neither responsible nor safe to hold full choir rehearsals 
or have a full choir sing in the sanctuary. The space does not allow for good social distancing. We 
will still have sung and instrumental music, however, because we can utilize smaller choral 
ensembles as well as soloists for vocal and instrumental music. Kantor Janssen is working well in 
these parameters and will communicate more with our musicians.  

 “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive, because we 
have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.” (1 

Timothy 4:9-10) 

As we struggle through these challenging times, we also “toil and strive” to trust our Lord first 
and foremost and live together as His children. As St. Paul says, “we have our hope set on the 
living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.” This confident 
hope makes the toiling and striving worth it. It also binds us together to support one another and 
comfort one another with the love and forgiveness that our Lord has revealed on the cross.  

In Christ’s service, 

 
Rev. Randy K. Asburry 
Pastor
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