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Pastoral Letter-2

COVID-19 Response Update

The following Pastoral Letter was sent out to the Hope congregation email list on March 25, 2020, and is reprinted here.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ at Hope,

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10)

As we continue our new routine of staying at home during this COVID-19 outbreak, God’s promise through Isaiah is most soothing and reassuring! I continue to pray for you that you are well and staying well. Allow me to update you on recent developments here at Hope in our response to this pandemic.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

As you know, St. Louis County and St. Louis City have now issued stay-at-home orders. The Board of Elders and I have been conversing about this new order in the city since news first broke this past Saturday. The pastors in the South St. Louis Circuit have also met about this development. Because of this new order we must make yet more changes to our life together, especially our worship life.

1. The Sunday morning Service of the Word will continue to be live-streamed for everyone to watch at home. We will continue to have only Pastor, Kantor, and a small group of singers in attendance. These are the people necessary to conduct the service and we must keep the group to no more than 10 people. As much as it pains me to write this: absolutely no one else may attend in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings. If you do not receive an invitation directly from me, please do not come to church on Sunday mornings.

You may continue to watch the Service of the Word on Hope’s Facebook page. Please be patient as we are working to improve the audio of the stream. You may also download and print the bulletin for each Sunday’s Service of the Word at Hope’s website. The weekly bulletin newsletter can be found here. The weekly Daily Prayer guide can be found here. 

2. The Service of the Sacrament will be discontinued for the duration of the stay-at-home order. We will no longer hold the 30-minute time slots for small groups to commune. Again, it pains me very much to have to say this! All congregations in the Missouri District have been strongly advised to forego Communion services for this time. The Synod’s CTCR (Commission on Theology and Church Relations) has put out a paper concurring with this temporary halt in offering Communion at this time. 

We rightly treasure the precious gift of our Lord’s Body and Blood for our forgiveness, life and salvation. At this time, though, we also recognize that our Lord is very rich in His grace and has also given us the other means of His grace—Baptism, Absolution, and, especially at this time, His Word, both read and proclaimed. Even though we must fast from Holy Communion for a short time, our Lord is still with us, still forgiving us through His Word, and still sustaining us in our baptismal life. 

Having said that, as your pastor I continue to be available to bring Communion to you individually or as a family. Please feel free to schedule an appointment by email or by phone. 

3. The church office is not open for regular hours at the current time but the regular office work continues. In keeping with the stay-at-home order I am working from home and Julie Day (church secretary) is also working from home. You may reach either of us by phone or email. 

4. In order to keep us in God’s Word so that we may be sustained and strengthened during this chaotic time, I have started a daily—or at least regular—devotional video called “Praying with Hope.” I invite you to partake of this little offering for your prayer life and devotional routine, and I pray it will be edifying for you in receiving the consolation of our Lord Jesus. The videos are being posted both on Hope’s Facebook page and on our website. 

5. This evening’s Lent Evening Prayer, of course, has been cancelled. You may read the homily that I had planned to deliver here. 
IF YOU HAVE NEEDS
We continue to reach out to our brothers and sisters in Christ, especially those who are at higher risk in the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you to Deaconess Cara Patton for organizing this phone calling team! Thank you, phone callers, for your labors of love! And thank you to those of you who have already said you would be willing to go to the store and deliver needed items for our fellow Christians! 

If you have needs—such as prescription refills, groceries, etc.—please contact Cara, Pastor Asburry, or one of our elders:

· Dcs. Cara Patton 
· Pr. Randy Asburry 
· Jeff Nielsen 

· Tom Egger 

· Kevin 

· Chad Rolland   
ONGOING STEWARDSHIP
Though we are not gathering as normal on Sunday mornings, your offerings and financial support are still very much needed so that we may continue to do the work our Lord has given us in this place and at this time—proclaiming the Gospel and caring for those in need. Please continue to send your regular offerings to church as frequently as you would give them in the offering basket. You may arrange with your bank to automatically send a check for your offering or you may mail it to:

Hope Lutheran Church

5218 Neosho Street

St. Louis, MO 63109

Please keep checking our website and our Facebook page for additional updates and information. 

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)
 Pastor Randy Asburry
email: rasburry@hopelutheranstl.org
Blog: http://rasburrypatch.blogspot.com
Hope’s Website: http://www.hopelutheranstl.org
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/hopelutheranstl
LCMS Stewardship Ministry

Newsletter Article – April 2020
On the topic of stewardship, one of the most common questions a person might ask is not whether a Christian should give to their church. Everyone knows this. Of course, Christians should give to their church.

The most common question: “How much should I give?” But what they really mean is this: “Should Christians give a tithe of their income to their local congregation?” So, let’s look at why you should or should not tithe.

Following are some reasons often offered for why Christians shouldn’t give a tithe to their church.

Some say you shouldn’t tithe because it isn’t expressly commanded in the New Testament. Lacking that command, there is no “Thus saith the Lord” and no “should” for giving a tithe to your congregation.

Others say that Christians give to their congregation in ways much broader than money. They give of their time and their talents, and these, together with treasures (money), add up to more than a tithe.

Still others say they give of their treasures to other things besides their congregation, and they want to support those things alongside their church.

And there are those who think Christians shouldn’t tithe because of fear. If they tithe, they are afraid their gift will be misused, and they are afraid they won’t have enough to get the things they use, want, or need.

Following are some reasons for why Christians should give a tithe to their church.

Even though the New Testament doesn’t specifically command Christians to give a tithe, the Old Testament people were commanded to tithe and did. On top of this, St. Paul often describes the giving Christians are to do in similar terms as a tithe: a regular and generous proportion of the first fruits of their income (1 Cor. 6:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7).

But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old Testament? Where did it go? The reason for the Old Testament tithe was to support the full ministry of the Levites. They were not given any land because they had no time to farm; their full-time job was the ministry.

What does it say in the New Testament? “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the Gospel should make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that Luther put in the Small Catechism’s Table of Duties to cover what Christians owe to the support of the ministry.

It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of Christians in their giving. But what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle this? What are we to do?

Let’s answer this by asking a different question about something entirely different. What would you say to your adult children who only attended church quarterly or once a month? There, is after all, no passage in the New Testament that requires Christians to go to church weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest we have, and it states simply for Christians to not neglect gathering together. Even though there is no passage that commands Christians to gather weekly, that is the implicit expectation throughout the Old and New Testaments. It is the goal.

So, what would you say to that son or daughter? I’d expect that conversation would be something like this: “I’m glad you’re still going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to hear God’s promises of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and to receive His gifts in the Word and the Sacraments. But you can do better, and it will only be a blessing to you. There is a better way, and I’d really like you to try to attain it.”

This same conversation is how we should approach the topic of the tithe. It’s not specifically commanded in the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the Old and New Testaments. So, the church is ecstatic that you’re giving when you’re giving in all these ways – time, talents, and treasures.
 “All ceremonies should serve the purpose of teaching the people what they need to know about Christ” (Augsburg Confession, 24:3).  This month we start celebrating the season of Easter—the most important time of the Christian year. The Church celebrates Easter not just on one day (Easter Sunday), but for a whole “week of Sundays,” that is, seven Sundays. Christ’s resurrection life is our new life. Each week we hear more of that wonderful Good News. Christ Jesus is the first fruits of the dead. He gives us His victory over sin, death, and hell. What great news! It gives us Christians a whole new purpose and outlook for life. Here’s what’s coming up in Divine Services for the month of April:
	Date
	Day in Church Year
	Gospel Reading
	Gospel Focus (Theme of the Day)

	April 5
	Palm Sunday
	John 12:12-19 & Matthew 27:11-54
	The Man of Sorrows – Jesus the Christ enters Jerusalem in triumph and is crowned as our meek and lowly King.

	April 12
	Resurrection of Our Lord 


	Mark 16:1-8
	THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST – Our Lord Jesus rises from the dead and gives us His victory over sin and death. We rejoice in His gift of eternal life.

	April 19
	2nd Sunday of Easter


	John 20:19-31
	IN WHITE GARMENTS – Christ authorizes His Church forgive sins (Holy Absolution), Thomas confesses Jesus to be the Savior.

	April 26
	3rd Sunday of Easter  
	John 10:11-16
	THE GOOD SHEPHERD – Jesus is our Good Shepherd because He sacrificed Himself for His flock—us! Jesus’ sacrifice brings people from all nations into His one flock.


PRO-LIFE ESSAY CONTEST

for Students in Grades 6-12
     Lutherans for Life is sponsoring an essay contest for students in grades 6-12.  Lutheran students and students in a Lutheran school are eligible.
Contest Guidelines:

     Students will write a life-affirming essay based on the 2020 Conference theme: “From Invisible to Indispensable...”  and Conference Bible verse: “On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable” (1 Corinthians 12:22)
1)  Not incorporating the conference verse in the essay will disqualify the entry.

2)  Examples of topics the essay could deal with are, but not limited to: abortion, the handicapped, adoption or foster care, infanticide, cloning, stem cell research, physician assisted suicide or euthanasia.

3)  Essays should include student’s name, grade (Identify school or church) and email address. All entries submitted by a teacher or pastor, should include their name and email address. This information should be submitted on the rubric 
page used in grading the essay.  (for a copy of the rubric, contact Judy Maichel <mjmaichel@juno.com>)

4) All sources for references, statistics and quotes should be incorporated within the essay and then included in a bibliography at the end.

 

Grades 6 - 8 should submit essays up to 400 words

Grades 9 - 12 should submit essays up to 750 words

 

     Entries should be submitted digitally using Microsoft Word via email to lflofmo@gmail.com by May 1, 2020. 

     There will be a Missouri award for each of the two categories for the state of Missouri Essay Contest. The two winners will advance to the national contest.

     Grand Prize for the national winning entry at each level: $250 plus free conference registration to a Regional Conference and one night stay at the conference hotel.

     All entries become the property of Lutherans For Life. 

     For questions or resources on the sanctity of life, see: lutheransforlife.org
STL PRO-LIFE FUTURE

 YOUNG ADULT PRO-LIFE GROUP
     The new young adult pro-life group STL Pro-Life Future is getting started with a variety of ways to participate.  Contact Hope member Austin Tuttle for more information at (217) 801-8758 or atuttle016@gmail.com.  They plan on attending the “March on the Arch” on March 7.  Their Facebook group is STL Pro-Life Future.  Tell the young adults in your life about this new group.

     STL Pro-Life Future will be attending the March on the Arch in St. Louis on Saturday, March 7th. This is a pro-life march from the Planned Parenthood in St. Louis to the Arch. It will be a great opportunity to show St. Louis how many young people stand for life.

     To participate, meet at Planned Parenthood around 11:30am at the Students for Life table.
The rally/speeches start at 12:30 and then begin marching around 1:00 and most likely arrive at the Arch around 2:30 or so. Plan on joining to eat together afterwards at nearby food trucks.  A free shuttle will take participants back to their cars by Planned Parenthood. Email(stlprolifefuture@gmail.com) or Facebook message them to let them know that you plan to attend or for more information. Please also register here: https://www.coalitionforlifestl.com/march-on-the-arch/ . This will ensure you have a free shuttle ride back to Planned Parenthood.
 

QUARTERLIFE FELLOWSHIP

LCMS YOUNG ADULT GROUP
     Quarterlife Fellowship is an LCMS Young Adult Group for those in their 20s/30s.  They meet for Bible Study at Village Lutheran in Ladue on  Tuesdays.

     They also plan volleyball, Frisbee, service events, and other social events.  They host the Thrive Parent University dinner and childcare at Hope every other month.  For more information about their events, contact Joel Maichel <jrmdz6@mst.edu> or see the Quarterlife Fellowship St. Louis Facebook group. Join in and bring friends! 
     YOUTH IDENTITY CAMP
Identity Youth Camp is for youth entering grades 7 -12. 

     The goal of Identity Youth Week is to deepen the awareness of teens about who they are in the eyes of Christ, themselves, their peers, and their community. With 1,000 different voices telling them “Be anything,” “Do anything,” “Believe anything,” and ever multiplying ways to express themselves, it is our desire to help each other walk with the one who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

     Each morning starts with worship, followed by speakers revealing biblical truths about who God is and why that matters.  Afternoons deepen the students’ awareness of their part in the world around them through service to our greater community. Upon registering, Youth will select one of 4 mission activities to be a servant leader to the St Louis City.  Each day concludes with reflection on the conversations and activities. Students will be filled with new experiences and thoughts … ideas that will incite further discussion throughout their evening.

Save the date – June 1-4, 2020, from 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM.   The cost for the entire week is $10.  Breakfast, lunch and snacks will be provided.

Registration opens April 15, 2020.

Hosted at Epiphany Lutheran Church

4045 Holly Hills Blvd Saint Louis, MO 63116
314.752.7065. STLidentity@gmail.com
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	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	1
  
	2


	3

	4 Pastor’s day off


	5 Palm Sunday

9:00  Service of the Word

LIVE STREAM
	6


	7

	8  

  
	9 Holy Thursday
7:00

Holy Thursday 

LIVE STREAM
	10 Good Friday
7:00

Good Friday

LIVE STREAM


	11 Pastor’s day off
NO Easter Vigil

	12 Easter

9:00 Easter Sunday

Service of the Word

LIVE STREAM

	 13

	14


	15


	16


	17

	18 Pastor’s day off


	19 Easter 2
9:00  Service of the Word

LIVE STREAM

Organ Vespers TBA
	20 


	21 

	22 


	23

	  24

	25 Pastor’s day off

	26 Easter 3

9:00  Service of the Word

LIVE STREAM

Hymn Festival TBA


	27
	28 

	29 

	 30 

	
	


PAGE  
2

