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other accountable to LIVE.BOLDLY! You will find 
that as we work together as a family encouraging 
each other to LIVE.BOLDLY will come easy and 
we will see the results in our lives and in our con-
gregation as we move forward with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
As our church body looks forward to the celebration 
of Reformation 500, the focus is that the Refor-
mation is STILL ALL ABOUT JESUS!  Our LIVING. 
BOLDLY! In this 500

th
 anniversary of the Refor-

mation is ALL ABOUT JESUS!  We LIVE.BOLDLY! 
Not for ourselves, but for Him who entered our hu-
man experience that first Christmas and was found 
in a manger bed. For Him...who Wise Men sought 
and found and whom wise men and women today 
still seek and find as He is revealed in both His 
Word and Sacrament. LIVE.BOLDLY! Means we 
stand on that Reformation truth that we are saved 
by grace through faith in Christ Jesus and we do 
not hold to those truths that the world does.    
 
So join me as we begin 2017 and LIVE.BOLDLY. 
And let us truly be a people united in the Gospel! 
 
Blessings in abundance in 2017, 
 

Pastor Pfeffer 

 

Strong words for us as we enter 2017. But as we 
enter 2017, let us not forget the boldness of a cer-
tain monk by the name of Dr. Martin Luther who 
began what is known as the Reformation. Talk 
about LIVING BOLDLY! Luther truly shows us to-
day what it means to LIVE BOLDLY and stand up 
to defend your faith. 
 
As we begin this new year of God’s grace, 
LIVE.BOLDLY! Will be a phrase you will hear regu-
larly in sermons and in ministry on our campus as 
together we strive to use the gifts, talents and abili-
ties that God has gifted us to His glory and the 
building up of His body here in this place and in our 
Plant City community.   
 
There are so many challenges to us each day that 
it can and very often does become so easy for us 
to forget what it means to live out our faith. It can 
become difficult to always give answer for the 
hope that you have as Scripture tells us. But LIV-
ING BOLDLY means that we are ready and we 
can give an answer to anyone who asks about the 
hope that we have for we know beyond any doubt, 
that our hope comes from the Lord and it is in his 
Word that we put our Hope.   
 
As we are entering this new year, many of us will 
be making those annual resolutions. You know the 
ones I mean, “I will resolve to lose weight, work out 
more, eat out less, be kinder and gentler to my 
family and neighbors, read more, watch TV less… 
and our listing can go on and on. But sadly, we 
know all too well, that most of these resolutions 
that start with the best of intentions by January 
2

nd
...OK, January 3

rd
 have fallen by the wayside.   

So let’s try this…TOGETHER we will hold each 



ful in attending worship to hear the 
preaching of God’s Word, to receive 
forgiveness, and feast of the rich food of 
our Lord’s body and blood for the eter-
nal benefit of your body and soul, then 
repent and come to receive the gifts God 
freely gives. God doesn’t want your 
money. He wants you—all of you (Matt 
22:20–22).  
 

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your 
right as a Christian is to speak with your 
Father, the King of all creation, freely 
through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Go to the throne of grace and ask for 
strength and wisdom to follow His bid-
ding faithfully (John 15:1–16). 
 

Third, consider what the Church is and 
what the Church does. The Church is a 
mercy place. It inhales the mercy of the 
Father by the death, resurrection, and 

ascension of His Son through the preaching of the Gospel 
and the Sacraments. It exhales this mercy in love toward 
the neighbor. You are a member of the Church, of God’s 
family. Thus, you are not only a recipient of God’s mercy, 
but a bearer of that mercy for the life of the world. You 
spread that mercy in showing mercy through the generous 
giving of your income to support the work of the Church 
in and for the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testa-
ment (Lev 27:1–34). 
 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the 
New Testament’s teaching on supporting the work of the 
Church. Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of 
your paycheck first, or does God get what’s left over? Are 
you giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving 
proportionally and generously? The Old Testament re-
quired a tithe, ten percent. The New Testament gives free-
dom to be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. 
Are you relying on God’s promise to provide and increase 
what you need to do His work? If your answer is no to 
any of these, repent. If God gave you His only Son, will 
He not provide for you all things, even physical things? 
Trust Him, His Word, and heed it.  
 

So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit 
for the year a generous proportion of your income, which 
is God’s gift to you for this body and life. 

Financial Report 
at a Glance 

 
NOVEMBER 

2016 
 

 

WORSHIP & SERVICE 

ATTENDANCE 

Total Monthly: 988 

Average per Week: 247 

(2015: 265) 

 

 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 

Net Monthly Income:  

$32,622 

 

Monthly Budgeted:  

*$34,654 

 

Year-to-Date Income:  

$334,048 

 

Budgeted through Month:  

*$343,942 

 

Monthly Income 
Less Expenses:  

$5,210 

 

Year-to-Date:  

$15,021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes amount in our Blueprint 

for Ministry and Mission 2016 

Celebrating New Years is a celebra-
tion of the past and the future. We 
take stock of the past with thanksgiv-
ing and sometimes even relief (that 
it’s over), and we look to the future in 
the hope and anticipation and perhaps 
even worry of what it holds.  
 

The point is that New Year’s celebra-
tions remind us of who we are as 
opposed to who we would like to be; 
what we have done in comparison to 
what we want to do. It reminds us of 
our accomplishments, but mostly it 
reminds us of our failures. What 
we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost.  
 

New Years is our own version of 
Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol. 
And we all play Scrooge. We are 
visited by the ghosts of our pasts, 
presents, and futures. 
 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows spar-
ingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows boun-
tifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as 
he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under com-
pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able 
to make all grace abound to you, so that having all suf-
ficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in 
every good work. As it is written, ‘He has distributed 
freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness en-
dures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
You will be enriched in every way for all your generosi-
ty, which through us will produce thanksgiving to 
God” (2 Cor 9:6–15). 
 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord of all will both supply and 
increase what you need to give to the church for its 
work in and for the world. He tells us that this work that 
God is doing in us will enrich and bless us in every way 
and through this it will produce thanksgiving to God. 
With this in mind, here is some practical advice to help 
you take stock of your giving of years past, which will 
help you to change what needs to be changed, im-
proved, or done away with altogether. 
 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. If you’ve not been faith-

Growing in the Grace of Giving 

Special Guest and Presentation 
 
On Sunday, January 29,  Hope we will be having a very special 
guest. Joining us all the way from Ferguson, MO is Executive Di-
rector of the Lutheran Hope Center, Rev. Micah and Deaconess 
Dorothy Glenn (along with their two children, Jonathan and 
Talitha).  
 

What is the Lutheran Hope Center? Well it’s built on the founda-
tion of Christ alone. Located in the mission field of Ferguson, MO 
the Lutheran Hope Center is on a mission “to give the hope that 
is ours in Jesus Christ to a broken and hurting community in 
words and acts of mercy.” It provides youth and family’s opportu-
nities for academic improvement, building strong moral charac-
ter, developing leadership skills, strengthening family bonds, and 
fostering trust between citizens and civil authorities. Ultimately, 
the Lutheran Hope Center sets out to transform the community 
with the message of the Gospel. 

 

Rev. Micah will be preaching the powerful and transformative Word of God at both our 8:00 and 
10:30am worships services. And make sure to come for Family Bible Hour at 9:15am to witness a 
special presentation of how God is working through the Lutheran Hope Center to connect people to 
Jesus in Ferguson. And find out how you can help the mission of bringing the hope of Jesus to Fer-
guson. 



From our Ministry Teams... 

CALLING ALL MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS 
 

You are invited to... 

 All Teams Ministry Night 

Thursday, January 12 @ 6:30PM 

Fellowship Hall 
    

The purpose of this time together is to 

vision, plan, coordinate, and ensure 

that we are all working together to 

meet our common mission of  
 

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS! 

NEW 2017 OFFICERS & MINISTRY TEAMS  

TO BE INSTALLED 
The installation of our newly elected Board of Directors, as 

well as those elected to or returning to the many ministry 

teams within our congregation, will be take place on  
Sunday, January 8 at both 8:00 & 10:30 worship services AND 

Wednesday, January 11 at 6:30pm. 

Please plan on attending one of these special services and 

pray God's blessings on our new officers and give thanks to 

God for those who have faithfully served our Lord and will are 

taking "a well deserved sabbatical" this year to pursue other 

avenues of service to our giving Lord.  

  2017 Ministry Teams 
PRESIDENT – Tom Whitehurst 

VICE PRESIDENT – Patrick Griffin 
SECRETARY – Liz Pfeffer 

TREASURER – Dodie Walker 
ASSISTANT TREASURER – Daniel Pfeffer 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY – Alison Reaume 

PAST PRESIDENT – Ken Hartmann  

ELDERS 
Andy Anderson 
Lonnie Bertsch 
Wally Clissold 

Jim Drapp 
Brian Heipp 

Mike McMinn 
Nick Trivunovich 

Todd Warner 
Wayne Warner 

 

CHRISTIAN GROWTH & DISCIPLESHIP 
Kathy Drapp 

Sheila Goethe 
Jesilynn Pfeffer 
Theresa Smith 

Nora Trivunovich  

FELLOWSHIP 
Gerry Buschbacher 

Mary Decker 
Theresa Justice 
Cindy Petersen 

Loretta Scott 
Carol Walkenhorst 

 

HEALTH 
Sally Kimbrell 
Janet Reitzel 
Lyn Senkarik 

Dick Van Matre 
Joyce Van Matre 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 
Diane Bertsch 

Alex Drapp 
Jerrie Edelman 
Mary Jo Flamm 
George Hayes 
Willa McMinn 
Ernie Reaume 

 

STEWARDSHIP & HUMAN CARE 
Brenda Bergner 

Carl Bergner 
Sandy Howell 

Pam Lattz 
Mary Lou Nash 

TRUSTEES 
David Booher 

Richard Decker 
Harold Hastings 

Stuart Howell 
Wendell Lattz 

Ron MacDonald 
Lev Stone 

Jim Szostkiewicz  

YOUTH 
Michael Greatens 
Stacey Greatens 
Tracy MacDonald 

Lynn Reagin 

JANUARY Meeting Schedule 

   

Thursday 1/5 
@ 6:30PM 

Elders 
Conference  

Room 

Saturday 1/7 
@ 8:00AM 

Trustees Around Campus 

Thursday 1/12 
@ 6:30PM 

All Teams 
Ministry Night 

Fellowship Hall 
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Before You Put It All Away… 
 

The holidays (Holy days) are filled with mixed feeling each and 

every year. While some are anxious to wrap up the tree and 

decorations, others are sad to see all the lights, laughter and 

ladyfingers gone until next year. 
 

Before we totally put away Christmas 2016, let’s back-up for just 

a minute and take another look at the real Christmas. Perhaps, 

you wonder too, why did the Heavenly Father choose to do the 

‘things’ He did? We could say: He really want ‘through a lot of 

trouble’ for us! 
 

First, let’s start with the Lord God “wants you more than He wants 

for anything else.” That’s what it’s all about—the Lord wants you. 

Wants you to be with Him—live in His House—stay with Him al-

ways—as in forever. His plan began with Adam and Eve 

(actually even before that…). We all know how that turned out. 

God’s plan to send a Savior to redeem, restore and reconcile us 

into relationship with Him. His plan involved a baby in Bethlehem, 

a God-baby. Jesus could have appeared on earth as an adult 

and began His ministry among us; instead His Father chose to 

begin with a precious, innocent new-born baby boy, because: 
 

 Jesus was an infant so that the bloodline of humanity was also His.  

He is the Son of Adam, of Abraham and of David. He died for all 

the world. 

 Jesus was born of a virgin—He is fully divine and fully human; a su-

pernatural birth. As God, He had/has the power to save; as Man 

He had/has the ability to shed His very real blood for atonement. 

 Jesus as an infant came to live the perfect life without sin. 

 Jesus came as an infant to grow into manhood—that every part/

phrase of our lives would also be His. He knows our every struggle, 

challenges and even desires of our hearts.  He “identifies” with us 

wholly—we do not experience anything that He hasn’t already felt 

or known. 

 Jesus came as infant because of the importance of families. The 

Lord God created the nations, the states and families. Families 

love, support, encourage and teach us obedience. A family 

should teach us about our relationship with our Heavenly Father. 

 Jesus came as an infant humble and lowly not in a castle, or a 

middle-class home but into a very low income family lying on a 

bed of straw—that no one could say “He can’t understand my 

problems or struggles”. 
 

So, before you store away all of your “Christmas” this year—did you 

welcome the Gift into your hearts?  Did you know that what the Lord 

wanted/wants most for Christmas is you??! 
 

(Sources: NIV, Turning Point, Leading The Way) 

 

 

†          †         † 

 Cdfhjklmn Lyn Senkarik, Deaconess 

A new flower chart is on the  
bulletin board in the Narthex 

 

Either one or two families can sign up for a par-
ticular Sunday. If the flowers are for a special 
occasion, write the occasion next to your name 
on the chart. The florist charges $30.00 for two 

vases. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES: 
We appreciate the tremendous response of our 
people over the years to beautify the chancel 
with flowers. However, we can only accommo-
date 2 bouquets each week, so please, no more 
than two families each week should sign up.  
It is the responsibility of the donor to pick up the 
flowers in the chancel immediately following 
the 10:30 worship service. If this is not possible, 
flowers can be picked up in the office on Mon-
day morning or you can let the office know to 
give your flowers to shut-ins, etc. as our pastors 
make their visits during the week. 
All flower payments should be made no later 
than the Sunday they are on the altar. Simply 
use the white envelopes in your pew and indi-
cate “altar flowers.”  

Thanks again to EVERYONE for this extra loving 

act to beautify our sanctuary!  



YOUTH DATESYOUTH DATES  

Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome! 

Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com 

Youth Christmas Party 
Hope’s Youth prepared 55 gift bags that 

will be given out as 

presents to our 

friends at the Feed-

ing on Christmas 

Eve!   

This is how we “wrap –up” a party! 

 

#AwesomeYouth 

mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com


 

New Sessions begin  

Tuesday, January 24, 2017  
at 10:30AM and 6:30PM  

in Stephen Ministry Room 
 
 
 
 

For more information,  
contact Lyn Senkarik 

 

H EAVEN 
ABOVE 

FROM 

Advent 2016 



 

THANK YOU  

PASTORAL ACTS 
   

FUNERALS 

Beverly Dahlke 
Called Home: December 12, 2016 

Home-going Celebration: December 19, 2016 

 

As a family in Christ, we extend our love and 

sympathy to Frank Dahlke and family during 

this time. Please remember Frank in your 

thoughts and prayers.   
 

The family requests that memorials be directed 

towards Hope’s Building Fund.   

 

††† ††† ††† 

 

Johnnie Shumaker 
Called Home: December 15, 2016 

 

As a family in Christ, we extend our love and 

sympathy to Johnnie’s family: Betty Christian-

sen, Sheila Shumaker, Jennifer Reynolds, and 

Johnnie’s daughters: Kylie and Lillie. Please keep 

the entire family in your thoughts and prayers 

during these days.  

13th Dennis & Carol Walkenhorst     (45) 
20th     Ron & Connie Maronn      (49)  

Thank you to you dear members of Hope 
for your many warm wishes and blessings 
that you shared with our family during this 
past Advent and Christmas season.  We 
are so richly blessed by the love and gen-
erosity of our Hope family!   God has so 
richly blessed this congregation to be a 

blessing to others and we praise Him from 
whom all blessings flow for your love 

shared and shown to us this past year! 
 

Love in Christ,  
Pastor & Liz 



Come and See...Worship with Us! 

Winter Worship 
 

SUNDAYS 
(Resumes January 8th) 

8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship & Sunday School 
 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
(Resumes January 4th) 

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

can be heard EVERY Sunday  
at 7:30AM on 540AM 

 

Topics for this month: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 1: "Right on Time, Just When We Need His Grace" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
It's the right time to repent, turn to God, ask for His help, and trust 
in the risen Savior, Jesus Christ. (Galatians 4:4-7) 
 
January 8: "God's Real Promise of Righteousness & Justice" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus brings us righteousness and justice to restore bruised 
reeds and reignite faintly burning wicks. (Isaiah 42:1-9) 
 
January 15: "Looking For God? Look to the Lamb" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus' love, suffering, sacrifice, and triumph are all expressed in 
that most precious of titles: the Lamb of God. (John 1:29-42) 
 
January 22: "The Word of the Cross - Power for Life" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
To the world, Jesus seemed to be a loser. He suffered what all 
would consider defeat in order to win new life for you.  
(1 Corinthians 1:10-18) 
 
January 29: "Our Foolishness, His Faithfulness" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Many consider Christ's cross to be just so much foolishness. That 
is the worst foolishness of all.  
(1 Corinthians 1:18-31) 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR @ 9:15AM 
 

ADULTS 
A MAN NAMED LUTHER: This is the second installment of a three part 
study series designed to honor the life and times of the German Reformer, 
his unparalleled contributions to the Christian church and the 500th anni-
versary of the Reformation in 2017. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 

WATCH THE LAMB, WALK IN VICTORY: The darkness-shattering light 
spoken into existence by God in Genesis explodes into glorious, unfiltered 
radiance in REVELATION. Here, God’s story, revealed in His Word, draws 
to a stunning consummation. REVELATION unveils God’s perfect justice 
and glorious design for those Jesus redeems from every tribe, language, 
people and nation. God’s children find HOPE, PEACE AND REST in the 
unfailing purposes of God. Join us for a verse-by-verse study of REVELA-
TION. Leader: Gloria Warner 

 

YOUNG ADULTS 
LIVE.BOLDLY: Join us in 2017, as we look and learn from Christians 
throughout the ages—from Abraham to Paul to Martin Luther—how to live 
boldly in Christ so that we may “continue to speak the word of God with 
boldness” (Acts 4:31) in our everyday lives through actions and attitude in 
order to connect people to Jesus. #LiveBoldly Leader: Pastor Shea 

 

GRADES 9—12 
LIVE.BOLDLY: Join us in 2017, as we look and learn from Christians 
throughout the ages—from Abraham to Paul to Martin Luther—how to live 
boldly in Christ so that we may “continue to speak the word of God with 
boldness” (Acts 4:31) in our everyday lives through actions and attitude in 
order to connect people to Jesus. #LiveBoldly Leader: Pastor Shea 

 

PRE-SCHOOL—GRADE 8 
GROWING IN CHRIST:  The fall quarter begins with an overview of the 
New Testament beginning with the birth of John the Baptist through the 
calling of Jesus’ first disciples. Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, 
Liz Pfeffer, Ellen Whitehurst 
  

Wednesdays @ 6:30pm  
 

Living Hope Worship  
Our Wednesday evening worship re-
sumes this winter as we celebrate the 
goodness and mercy of our God in an 
alternative worship format and style. 
Holy Communion is celebrated each 
Wednesday. Join us for a relaxed, cele-
brative worship alterna-tive!  
 

Hope Studies  
GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY: JAMES: 
James shares with us how faith works. 
We will discuss the proper relationship 
between faith and works; what it means 
to be free to serve God with fruits of 
faith; and practical ways of putting your 
faith into action through Christ-like 
loving and living. Leader: John Koren  



Make checks payable to: HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Scrip orders will be in your church mailbox  

the Sunday after orders are due. 

ORDER TOTAL    

YOUR NAME:  

HOPE MEMBER 
NAME: 

 

Restaurant # Value Total $ 

Applebee's  $10 or $25  

Arby’s  $10  

Bob Evans  $20  

Burger King  $10  

Cheese Cake Factory  $25  

Chili's  $10 or $25  

Chipolte  $10  

Cracker Barrel  $25  

Denny’s  $10  

Dunkin Donuts  $10  

Golden Coral  $25  

Honey Baked Ham  $25  

Longhorn Steakhouse  $25 or $50  

Macaroni Grill  $25  

O’Charley’s  $25  

Outback Steakhouse  $25  

P.F. Chang  $25  

Panera Bread  $10 or $25  

Pizza Hut  $10  

Red Robin  $10 or $25  

Smokey Bones  $25  

Starbucks  $10 or $25  

Steak & Shake  $10  

Subway  $10 or $25  

Taco Bell  $10  

T.G.I. Fridays  $10 or $25  

Wendy’s  $10  

Grocery Stores # Value Total $ 

Albertsons  $25  

Sam’s Club  $25  

Winn Dixie  $50  

Gas Stations # Value Total $ 

BP  $50  

Chevron  $50  

Marathon  $25  

Mobil  $50  

Shell  $25 or $ 50   

Sunoco  $50  

Stores # Value Total $ 

Aeropostale  $25  

Amazon.com  $25  

AMC Theatres  $25  

Babies ’R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Barnes & Noble  $25  

Bath & Body Works  $10 or $25  

Bed, Bath & Beyond  $25  

Best Buy  $25  

Books-A-Million  $15  

CVS  $25  

Disney Store  $25  

Home Depot  $25  

iTunes  $25  

Jo Ann Fabrics   $25  

Kmart  $25  

Kohl’s  $25  

Lane Bryant  $25  

Lowes  $25 or $50  

Macy’s  $25  

Marshalls  $25  

Michaels  $25  

PetSmart  $25  

Ross Dress for Less  $25  

Staples  $25  

Target  $25  

Toys ‘R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Visa  $50  

Walgreens  $25  

WalMart  $10 or $25  

    

    

    

(OPTIONAL) 
YOUTH I AM SPONSORING: 

 

 Scrip Order Form 



813-752-4622 Office 

813-707-1244 fax 

 

hopelutheranpc@gmail.com 

www.hopeplantcity.com 

Hope Lutheran Church  
2001 N.  Park Road  
Plant City, FL 33563 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Shea Pennington 

Associate Pastor 
 

Rev. Miguel Sanabria 
Spanish Ministry 

 
Christine Mansell 
Director of Music 

 
Lyn Senkarik 
Deaconess 

 
Joyce Van Matre, RN 

Parish Nurse 
 

Jessica Griffin 
Church Secretary 

Jesus loves you! 

Our Sunday morning sermons are available at 

www.hopeplantcity.com/sermon  

mailto:HopeLutheranPC@gmail.com
http://hopeplantcity.com/
mailto:hopepcpastor@gmail.com
mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com
mailto:migueldarios@hotmail.com
mailto:christine.mansell@live.com
mailto:dlsen46@msn.com
mailto:richjoy65@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:hopepcsecretary@gmail.com
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/sermon

