
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

 

SUNDAYS 
9:15AM—Worship at Home 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship at Home 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 

Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the Prayer Cards located in the pews. We are 

a “Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we 

realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason 

there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available 

in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following 

the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope 

in the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST September 5, 2021 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask! 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 9/5 9:15 Worship at Home  
 4:00 Spanish Worship at Home 

Monday 9/6  Labor Day | Church Office CLOSED 

Wednesday 9/8 8:30 Construction Meeting 
 7:15 Spanish Kids ZOOM 
 8:00 Spanish ZOOM Prayer & Bible Study 

Saturday 9/11 8:00 Trustees’ Workday 
 5:15 Praise Team 

Sunday 9/12 9:15 Worship at Home 
 4:00 Spanish Worship at Home 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Sunday, August 29, 2021  

Total Offerings (General & BHFTF): $5, 140.00 

Stewardship Perspective: 
James 2:2 – “For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a 
poor man in shabby clothing also comes in …” God shows no partiality. Rich and poor alike are 
called into the Kingdom. And both rich and poor alike have something to contribute to the Kingdom 
in accordance with the callings God has given them in their lives. This is why both the Old and New 
Testaments talk about proportional giving – that is giving a proportion of our income to the Lord’s 
work. This makes it possible for rich and poor alike to have the honor of supporting God’s work. 
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September 5, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS           
 
PRELUDE                                          “In Babilone” 
 
OPENING HYMN                     “Son of God, Eternal Savior”                                 LSB 842 

 
 

 
 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
C: I will praise the LORD as long as I live. 
P: Blessed are those whose hope is in the LORD; 
C: the LORD sets the prisoners free. 
P: The LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
C: The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 
P: The LORD upholds the widow and the fatherless. 
C: The LORD will reign forever! 
P: Yes, the Lord reigns over every nation, language, and people. Yet, we have not 

loved all people as Christ has loved us. The fruits of our faith are not always 
evident. But our Lord is gracious and merciful, and He offers His forgiveness to all. 
(Silence for reflection.) Heavenly Father, 

C: we have failed to love others as You love them. We have failed to reflect Your 
grace to the world in service and sacrifice. We have failed in our actions and 
in our unwillingness to act. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may follow You in joy. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy sent Jesus Christ into our world to serve and save all 
people, showing no partiality or favoritism. By His death, He forgives all our sins. 
By His resurrection, He destroys death forever and offers us eternal life. Therefore, 
as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We set free to love and serve our neighbors. 
Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE         “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise”          LSB 946 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                             Isaiah 35:4–7 
(God will come and restore all things.) 

4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come 
with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 5 Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then shall the 
lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth 
in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass 
shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                                                                                    James 2:1–10, 14–18  
(What good is a dead faith?) 

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and 
a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who 
wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor 
man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made 
distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my 
beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have 
dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones 
who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by 
which you were called? 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you 
are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps 
the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 14 What good is it, my 
brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save 
him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed 
for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from 
your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSE                                                                                                           LSB 156 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                     Mark 7:31–37 

(Jesus heals a deaf man in the Decapolis.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord! 
 
31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, 
in the region of the Decapolis. 32 And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a 
speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 And taking him aside 
from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his 
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tongue. 34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.” 35 And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. 36 And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it. 37 And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He 
has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY        “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”     LSB 528; vs. 1, 3, 5, 7 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
SERMON                                  “Can You Hear Me Now?”                            Mark 7:31-37 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, 
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not belong 
to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use these 
blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: In thanksgiving for Holy Baptism, by which God has made waters break forth in the 

wilderness and streams in the desert of this world; and that He would open our 
eyes to new life in Christ and our ears to hear His Word, free us to walk uprightly, 
and loose our tongues in praise, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: That God would preserve us from judgment with evil thoughts, especially from 

showing partiality and making distinctions among ourselves; and that He would 
make us rich in good works as we hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, let us 
pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For a lively faith in Christ Jesus, that we would be fruitful and active in all good 

works, and that we would take every opportunity He gives us to Connect People 
to Jesus, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For all our elected and appointed leaders, that God — in whom alone we place all 

our hope — would bless them, order their plans for the welfare of the governed, 
and execute His justice for the oppressed, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the sick and those in any need, especially Dennis Walkenhorst, John Walsh, 

and all those who are suffering from COVID-19, either at home or in the hospital, let 
us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For all who commune this day, that they would receive Christ’s body and blood in 

repentance and faith for the forgiveness of sins and in the unity of a true 
confession, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for 

the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God forever, who taught us to pray:  
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our 
church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are 
true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  Here am I! Send me!’ 
 

CLOSING SONG                “All You Works of God, Bless the Lord”     LSB 930; vs. 1 , 5-6 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Tune: © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 
Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
POSTLUDE                                           “Linstead”                                        Timothy Shay 
 
 



 

 

Growing in the Grace of Giving 
 

At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides 

a helpful reminder, by way of analogy, for the foundation of stewardship. He wrote: 
 

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from 

moment to moment, is given you by God. If you devoted every moment of your 

whole life exclusively to His service you could not give Him anything that was not 

in a sense His own already. So then, when we talk of a man doing anything for 

God or giving anything to God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small 

child going to its father and saying, ‘Daddy, give me sixpence to buy you a birthday 

present.’ Of course, the father does, and he is pleased with the child’s present. It is 

all very nice and proper, but only an idiot would think that the father is sixpence 

to the good on the transaction. When a man has made these two discoveries God 

can really get to work. It is after this that real life begins. (128–129).” 
 

This is the first thing we are given to confess about stewardship, and it has to do with ownership. 

God owns everything, and we are simply managers – stewards – acting on His behalf. This is true 

not only of all that we have in this life (Deut. 8:17–18) but also all that we are in this life (1 Cor. 

6:20). 

The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or managers, 

of what belongs to God, entrusted to make use of it according 

to His will, there is an expectation of responsibility and 

accountability. For the Lord said, “Everyone to whom much 

was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom 

they entrusted much, they will demand the more” (Luke 

12:48b). And from this comes blessing and reward: “Well done, 

good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I 

will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 

25:21). 
 

We have everything we need to support this body and life from 

our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any 

merit or worthiness in us. We have everything we need for our 

spiritual life also from His merciful hands. On account of the 

sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus, through the preaching of 

the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, we have 

the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation 

delivered to us with absolute certainty that it is ours – not as 

stewards but as sons (Gal. 4:1–7). Let us then, as His own sons, 

press all that He gives to us into the service of His church and 

to His glory.  



 

 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we continue the Sundays after Pentecost, also referred to as the 

“long green season.” This season of the church year will take us all the 

way to Advent, with few festivals in-between. The emphasis of this half of 

the church year will be to take the ministry and message of our Lord into 

our hearts and lives and put it into action in our daily lives. The color of the 

day is green~ the color of growth and life. A constant reminder that we 

are to daily grow in the Word and in our faith. 
 

OFFERINGS: Please remember as we continue be closed to “in-person worship,” in order 

to stop the spread of COVID-19 on our campus, your church depends on YOUR Spirit 

motivated giving to meet the regular and ongoing needs of our Lord’s 

church. Please be sure to either mail your offerings to the church or you 

can place them in the “lock box” by the office door (checked daily). 

Thank you in advance for your ongoing support of the mission and 

ministry of Hope!  
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE: will be CLOSED tomorrow for the Labor Day holiday. In the 

event of a pastoral emergency, please contact Pastor Pfeffer at 813-416-2373. 

The office will reopen on Tuesday morning at 9:00AM.    
 

CALLED HOME: As you are aware, our Lord called home to Himself in heaven our dear 

sister in Christ, Dodie Walker on August 26th. Dodie was a faithful servant of Christ and for 

many years has served as our treasurer, quilting leader, chief weed puller 

and rose trimmer, and the list goes on and on. At this point the family has 

not scheduled any services but be assured once a service is scheduled 

that information will be shared via eblast. Dodie’s children, Ben and 

Wendy, ask that memorials be given to “Building Hope for the Future.”    
 

MOVED: Please be advised that our sister in Christ, Joyce Van Matre has 

relocated to Grace Manor here in Plant City. Her new address is 765 West 

Grant Street, #115, Plant City. Her phone remains the same (813-545-

4318). Please feel free to give her a call or send a note!  
 

ATTENTION QUILTERS: Quilting has been CANCELED for the month of September.  
 

BELLS & CHOIR: will resume regular rehearsals on Monday, September 13th. 
 

REMINDER: ALL announcements for our worship bulletins MUST be received by 

NOON, TUESDAYS to be included. Verbal announcements must be requested by 

Wednesday, Noon. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 



 

 

MINISTRY TEAMS: Our September meetings will NOT take place “in-person” this 

month. Your Ministry Team leader will be in touch with you to schedule a virtual, 

email, or telephone meeting.  
 

REFORMATION DAY: is quickly approaching (October 31st) and Hope is scheduled to serve 

as the host congregation for our Winter Haven Circuit Reformation 

Festival that day. We will begin with preservice music at 3:30PM and 

worship at 4:00PM. Our guest speaker will be The Rev. Dr. Greg Seltz, 

Director of the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty in Washington, D.C. 

Following worship, we will join together for good Lutheran fellowship. Liz 

Pfeffer will again lead this effort and is in need of helping hands. If you 

are willing to assist, please contact Liz at 813-477-8758 or 

schatz258@gmail.com.    
 

UNITED FOOD BANK: has a barrel in our Fellowship Hall for you to donate much-needed 

non-perishable food items (peanut butter, jelly, mac-n-cheese, tuna, 

canned fruit, dry cereal, etc.). UFBPC provides breakfast & lunch for 

children when school is not in session as well as a backpack program for 

those children who would otherwise go hungry Friday evening—Monday 

morning. Many thanks to all who have provided much needed groceries! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BUILDING NEWS 

 
 

THANK YOU: to the amazing Hope members who have donated many needed items for 

our new sanctuary. This list includes altar candles, sanctuary candle, offering plates, flower 

vases, and flags. Thank you for your Spirit-motivated giving!   

 

NEW SANCTUARY UPDATE: As of now we are planning to hold the first service in our new 

sanctuary on September 19th. A full dedication of our new sanctuary will take place when 

the project is 100% complete.  
 

To give online to Building Hope for the Future, simply go to 

Hope’s website (hopeplantcity.com) and click “GIVE HERE.” 

mailto:schatz258@gmail.com
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/1nkt6jnhjnpj8hn83/TXwMESOW


 

 



Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 

  In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Putt & Sue Crouse  Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Pres. Joseph Biden 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich  LCMS Synod & District Our Nation & World 

Winnifred Brookman Ray & Rita Gonzalez  Hope Staff & Ministries Our Armed Forces 
Howard Brown Liz Miller   Our 1st Responders 

Betty Christiansen Chuck Wigand    

Family and Friends of Hope 

CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Kayra Cannell niece of Alan & Sue Griffin—rare form of lupus 
David friend of Jeff & Theresa Justice—recovering; pneumonia 
Carlos & Michele Floyd & family mourning death of Carlos’ father 
 mother of Carlos Floyd—health concerns 
Barbara French & Walker family mourning death of Dodie 
Barbara French health concerns 
Greatens family mourning death of JoAnn 
Jim Kinkead health concerns 
family & friends of Michelle friend of Jeff & Theresa Justice—mourning her death 
Susanne Paton health concerns 
Karen Szostkiewicz & family mourning sudden death of Jim & Sue 
Walkenhorst family mourning death of Carol’s brother, Claude 
John Walsh bone marrow transplant 
  
BATTLING CANCER: Austin Dobbs Jim Faye Mueller Betty Snaper 

Dave Cannell Jerry Gross Marie Kopp Ovie Virginia 
Carolyn GZ Larry Becky Schlicher John Walsh 

Mary Clapp Burt Hermann Pat Mason Kurt Schrinee Millie Wetz 
Derek Joy Huang Jennifer McCourt Mary Scott Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

 Stephanie Enloe—R Tyler Newkirk  
Alex Almaguer Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Derek Quackenbush 
Jacob Bertsch Brad Landis Blake Paton—R Justin Rappa 

Stephen Daniell—R Bobby Martin Donnie Pittman Ryan Sonnenberg 
Lorrie Daniell—R Aaron Morley Hank Poirier Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

 

Please email your prayer requests to hopePCprays@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:Please%20email%20your%20prayer%20requests%20to%20hopePCprays@gmail.com.

