
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
9:15AM—Worship w/Live-Stream 

10:30AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 
Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



PATRIOTIC WORSHIP July 4, 2021 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask! 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 7/4  Independence Day 
 9:15 Worship w/Communion 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 7/5  Church Office CLOSED 
 9:00 Quilting 

Tuesday 7/6 6:30 GriefShare 
 6:30 Forged Men’s Group 
 6:30 Elders Meeting 

Wednesday 7/7 6:30 Living Hope Worship w/Communion 
 7:15 Spanish Kids ZOOM 
 8:00 Spanish ZOOM Prayer & Bible Study 

Thursday 7/8 6:30 Board of Directors ZOOM Meeting 

Saturday 7/10 5:15 Praise Team 

Sunday 7/11  Youth Scrip Orders Due 
 9:15 Worship 
 10:30 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Sunday, June 27, 2021 

Worship: 8:00: 39     10:30: 50 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 32/16  

Wednesday, June 30, 2021 
Worship: 6:30: 19 

Total Offerings (General & BHFTF): $7,164.31 

Stewardship Perspective: 
2 Corinthians 12:10 – “For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities.” Paul found contentment in Christ. To be content means 
to accept what the Lord gives us at any given time as somehow being from the hand of the Father 
who wants to bless us. Sometimes it’s hard to see how things like hardships, calamities, and insults 
will turn out for a blessing, but that is why Paul found this contentment in Christ and not in his own 
wisdom. 
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July 4, 2021 

 

 
 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER  
Most Americans know the first stanza of the national anthem of the United States of America. That 
first stanza of the “Star-Spangled Banner” is sung before sporting events, music concerts, and 
county fair festivities. We may not be as familiar, however, with the fourth stanza of this song in 
which Francis Scott Key includes the words “In God is our trust.” As America celebrates its 
Independence Day, we recall similar words of the Psalms. “Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
LORD, the people whom He has chosen as His heritage!” (Psalm 33:12). “It is better to take refuge 
in the LORD than to trust in man” (Psalm 118:8). May our trust be in God for safety, salvation, and 
all things! 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                              “Webb”                             sett’g: Robert J. Powell 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
SALUTE TO THE FLAGS/NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 
PLEDGE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the 
republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible with liberty 
and justice for all.  

 
PLEDGE TO THE CHRISTIAN FLAG 

I pledge allegiance to the cross, of my Lord Jesus Christ, and to the faith for 
which it stands, one Savior, King Eternal, with mercy and grace for all.  
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 “The Star Spangled Banner” 
O say can you see by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming. 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars thro’ the perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?  

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,  
Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there. 

O say does that star spangled banner yet wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

 
INVOCATION 
P: Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, 
C: All praise to the Father who reigns above. 
P: Blessed are You in the temple of Your holiness; 
C: All praise to the Son who reigns above. 
P: Blessed are You on the glorious throne of Your kingdom; 
C: All praise to the Spirit who reigns above. 
P: Blessed is the nation whose God is Lord! 
C: And the people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance. 
P: Father, Son, and Spirit, we acknowledge You to be our God. 
C: To You be all honor and glory, praise and adoration, forever and ever. Amen! 
 
OPENING HYMN                       “O God of Every Nation”                         (tune: LSB 660) 

O God of every nation, Of every race and land,  
Redeem Your whole creation, With Your almighty hand,  

Where hate and fear divide us And bitter threats are hurled,  
In love and mercy guide us, And heal our strife-torn world. 

 

From search for wealth and power, And scorn of truth and right,    
From trust in bombs that shower, Destruction through the night,  

From pride of race and station, And blindness to Your Way,  
Deliver every nation, Eternal God we pray. 

 

Lord, strengthen all who labor, That men may find release,  
From fear of battling saber, From dread of war's increase;  

Where hope and courage falter, Your still small voice be heard;  
With faith that none can alter, Your servants undergird. 

 

Keep bright in us the vision, Of days when war shall cease,  
When hatred and division, Give way to love and peace,  

Where Christians overcoming Their crown of life shall see,  
And with the King of Glory, Shall reign eternally. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: As citizens of the two kingdoms, let us make confession of our many sins  before 

our Holy God: Heavenly Father, we confess that we often take for granted the 
freedoms which You have permitted us to have here in our United States. 

C: In our freedom we have many opportunities to serve and benefit others in 
Your name, but we often fail to make the most of them.  Forgive us, Lord. 

P: Heavenly Father, we confess that often we use our liberty for license. 
C: Forgive us for the times when we have acted within the law, but not justly 

with our neighbor. 
P: Heavenly Father, we confess that often our desire to preserve our rights has 

blinded us to the needs of others. 
C: Forgive us for the times when we have spoken out with disrespect for 

government and authority, and for times when we have sat silently by when 
calls for help have come from the unborn, the aged, the homeless, the 
hungry, and others in need. We confess our sins before You, Almighty God, 
ruler of heaven and earth. We trust in Your forgiveness for the sake of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, whose blood was shed for us and all. By Your Spirit, 
strengthen our faith to serve You and our neighbor that ours would indeed 
be "one nation under God." 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy has given his Son to die to for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
LITANY FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY      

"Let Freedom Ring"                               (tune: LBW 567) 
C: (Sung) God of our fathers, whose almighty hand Leads forth in beauty all the 

starry band. Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies: Our grateful 
songs before Your throne arise. 

 

P: O God the Father, Creator and Ruler of the world, we give You thanks for our 
nation—for the history in which we see Your hand, for the opportunities that 
surround us in our day, and for the promise that the future yet affords. 

C: Make us worthy of Your goodness, faithful stewards of Your bounty, citizens 
concerned for the welfare of all. Throughout this land of liberty, O Lord, Let 
freedom ring! 

 

(Sung) From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, Make Your strong arm our 
ever-sure defense. Your true religion in our hearts increase; Your bounteous 
goodness nourish us in peace. 

 

P: O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the world, we give You thanks for Your constant 
presence and never-failing help, evident in the lives of Your assembled people. 
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C: Let the light of Your compassion shine on all among us who are oppressed 
by any need—the sick and grieving, the hungry and the homeless, the lost 
and lonely, and all who cry for help.  Throughout this land of liberty, O Lord, 
let freedom ring! 

 

(Sung) Refresh Your people on their toilsome way; Lead us from night to 
never-ending day; Fill all our lives with heav'n-born love and grace, Until at 
last we meet before Your face. 

 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                                                         Isaiah 61:1-7 
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor;  he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of 
the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to 
grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that 
they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be 
glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 5 Strangers shall 
stand and tend your flocks; foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers; 6 but you 
shall be called the priests of the LORD; they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God; 
you shall eat the wealth of the nations, and in their glory you shall boast. 7 Instead of your 
shame there shall be a double portion; instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot; 
therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion; they shall have everlasting joy. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
EPISTLE                                                                                                   Romans 13:1-10 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists 
the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 
3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one 
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is 
God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 
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wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also 
for the sake of conscience. 6For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are 
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to 
whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is 
owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9For the commandments, “You shall 
not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
RESPONSE                                "America, the Beautiful"               (tune: CH 799) 

O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain,  
For purple mountain majesties, Above the fruited plain!   

America!  America!  God shed His grace on Thee,  
And Crown Thy good with brotherhood, From sea to shining sea. 

 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, Whose stern, impassioned stress.   
A thoroughfare for freedom beat, Across the wilderness!   

America!  America!  God mend thine every flaw,   
Confirm thy soul in self control, Thy liberty in law. 

 

O beautiful for heroes prov'd In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life. 

America! America! May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine.  

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; The Holy Trinity!   
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost through all Eternity!   

O Triune God!  O Triune God!  Oh, turn us unto thee.  
And crown our good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea! 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                            Mark 12:13-17                                                               
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the twelfth chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
13And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in 
his talk. 14And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not 
care about anyone's opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly teach the 
way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we 
not?” 15But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring me 
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a denarius and let me look at it.” 16And they brought one. And he said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar's.” 17Jesus said to them, 
“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 
And they marveled at him. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY             "Eternal Father, Strong to Save”                              LSB 717 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
SERMON                                       “Good Government”                           Romans 13:1-10 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 
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THE CREEDAL HYMN                   "In God We Trust"                                    (tune: LSB 677) 

In God we trust, Lord of eternity, By whose strong Word creation came to be,  
Lord of the nations, clothed in majesty.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

In God we trust, the Father's own true Son, By whose strong death redemption 
has been won, And by whose rising new life is begun.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

In God we trust, the Holy Spirit dear, whose inspiration shines the Gospel clear,  
That all the world the saving Word may hear.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not belong 
to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use these 
blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of 
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
P: Let us pray for all God's people in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 

their needs. Almighty and everlasting God, our heavenly Father and the Giver of 
every good gift, You have provided for all our needs of body and spirit, and you 
have blessed us with more than we ask or think; for this we give You thanks. That 
such gratitude may fill our lives and produce works of service to God and to our 
neighbors, let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the Church throughout the world, that the Father of our Lord Jesus would 

continue to reveal His saving will through the faithful preaching of His Word, 
increase the faith and hope of all the saints, and give rest to all who labor and are 
burdened, let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For our nation, that as we celebrate 245 years of independence, all who live here 

may thank God for the blessings of this land, repent of our misuse of these 
blessings, and work together to protect the God-given rights of everyone, let us 
pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For doctors, nurses, and others who care for those who are ill or injured, that they 

may not work to fulfill the desires of their sinful flesh but instead focus on easing 
the burdens of their patients; let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: For the sick and injured and all those who will undergo tests or surgery in the week 
ahead, especially Cindy Kemp, Lee Kimbrell, and Dennis Walkenhorst, that God 
would be present with them in their time of need and in accordance with His will 
grant healing, let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For those who travel this holiday, that God would keep them safe in His care and 

give them a joyful homecoming, let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For all who receive the Lord's Supper this day, that as Christ lives in them by faith 

He would enable them to repent of their sins, put to death the deeds of the sinful 
flesh, and be led by the Spirit to live joyfully as children and heirs of God, let us 
pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Finally, let us pray for our nation, the United States of America. God, bless our 

nation that its leadership among nations might further the cause of freedom across 
the world. Bless with protection and fulfillment the men and women of our armed 
forces. May we by Your blessing be wise and good stewards of the treasures of 
our nation and in our responsible citizenship. Now hear us as we express our 
prayers for the nation we love in these words as we sing: 

 
HYMN                                      "God Bless Our Native Land"                                LSB 965 

God bless our native land, Firm may she ever stand   
Through storm and night.  When the wild tempests rave,    

Ruler of wind and wave, Do Thou our country save  By Thy great might. 
 

So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies,    
On whom we wait.  Thou who art ever nigh,    

Guarding with watchful eye, To Thee aloud we cry:  God save the state! 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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 HOLY COMMUNION  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and eat, 
this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood.” We prepare to receive what Jesus has 
promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink this wine, Christ 
nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.  

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                     "O Lamb of God"                                 (tune: LBW 567) 

O Lamb of God, You take away our sin;  
Have mercy now and cleanse us from within.  
Have mercy, Lord, that freedom may increase 
And grant us all the blessing of Your peace. 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed in the 
Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity and recognize 
their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord is truly present in, 
with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament God gives us forgiveness 
of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of responsibility in the whole church on 
earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully share this sacrament with us. If this is not your 
belief, please remain seated for a time of prayer on the many blessings God has given you.  If 
you have any questions, please see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. 
Paul, “For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and 
drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored 
grape juice is also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
"Battle Hymn of the Republic"                               LBW 332 
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"My Country, 'Tis of Thee"                                   LBW 566 

 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
HYMN OF THANKS                      "Thanks Be to God"                               (tune: LBW 567) 

Thanks be to God and blessed be His name! Tell all the nations;  
Jesus Christ proclaim! Servants, depart this table in His peace, 

And let our praise and witness never cease! 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 

God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our 
church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are 
true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  
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BENEDICTION 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING HYMN                         "God Bless America"                                     (sung twice) 

God bless America, Land that I love Stand beside her and guide her, 
Through the night with the light from above From the mountains, to the prairies, 

To the oceans white with foam. God bless America, My home sweet home! 
God bless America, My home sweet home! 

 
POSTLUDE                                 “God Bless America”                                    Irving Berlin     
 
 
 
 

 

 
       

A HUGE THANK YOU to our amazing Hope family for your gifts to our 
family as we marked 25 years of mission and ministry together. Your gift 
to us is truly one that has us speechless and awestruck—never in a 
million years did we expect anything—much less what you presented us. 
We truly thank God for all the blessings He has and continues to pour 
out upon this congregation as we move forward with the Gospel. 
Together we pray that our gracious and giving God continue to bless us 
as we place ourselves in His hands trusting Him alone for our hope and 
future as He alone gives us immeasurably more than we could ever 
imagine. Thank you once again and we truly thank God for each of you—
our beloved Hope family.   

               In Christ, 

                         Pastor & Liz Pfeffer 



 

 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we continue the Sundays after Pentecost, also referred to as the “long green 

season.” This season of the church year will take us all the way to Advent, 

with few festivals in-between. The emphasis of this half of the church year 

will be to take the ministry and message of our Lord into our hearts and 

lives and put it into action in our daily lives. The color of the day is green~ 

the color of growth and life. A constant reminder that we are to daily 

grow in the Word and in our faith.  
 

MASK UPDATE: The wearing of masks is optional. We do ask that as you come forward for 

Communion, you continue to make use of the hand sanitizer in each 

pew. Our Communion distribution will not change at the present time, 

and those distributing the Sacrament will continue to mask during the 

distribution. Thank you to everyone for your assistance, cooperation, and 

prayers during this difficult time. If you have any comments or questions, please see any 

one of our Elders or Pastor Pfeffer.   
 

NOTE TIME CHANGE: Per our Elders, effective TODAY, we begin our 

summer worship schedule of Sunday morning worship at 9:15AM 

followed by Family Bible Hour Spanish worship continues at 4:00PM and 

Living Hope remains at 6:30PM on Wednesdays.   
 

DUE TO JULY 4th HOLIDAY: there will be NO Family Bible Hour THIS MORNING 

and the church office will be CLOSED TOMORROW. In the event of a pastoral 

emergency, please contact Pastor Pfeffer at 813-416-2373.  
 

WHAT’S THE BUZZ?: Curious about what is happening here at Hope? Well, look no further 

than your email or right under the mailboxes BECAUASE that’s where you will 

find your July Calendar and Servant Schedule! And why not take an extra 

calendar to share with someone so they know what is happening here at 

Hope as well? What an EASY way to Connect someone to Jesus!  
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER: for the quarter beginning on July 1st are in your mailboxes. There are 

additional copies by the guest book in the Narthex.  

 

REMINDER: ALL announcements for our worship bulletins MUST be received by 

NOON, TUESDAYS to be included. Verbal announcements must be requested by 

Wednesday, Noon. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 
 

ELDERS: We will meet BRIEFLY in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday evening at 6:30. Please make 

every effort to join us! 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: We will meet this Thursday at 6:30PM on ZOOM. Our meeting will be 

brief BUT necessary. Your ZOOM link will be sent on Tuesday morning.   

 

COMING SOON: Your Stewardship & Human Care Ministry Team will once again be 

collecting school supplies for our teachers to share with their students. This 

year’s collection will be a little different as our teachers will have some 

specific needs for their classrooms. As teachers submit requests, we will 

soon publish a list.  

 

YOU’RE INVITED: to the Installation of Rev. Brendon Moore as Associate Pastor of our sister 

congregation, Grace, Winter Haven on Saturday, July 17th at 5:00PM.   

 

MANY THANKS: to the helping hands that assisted this past week with MOVING 

HOPE. Your help is the key to this special outreach, and we appreciate 

everything you do to help us eliminate food insecurities in our community! By the 

way, our next food distribution date is Monday, July 26th.     
 

CALLED HOME: The home-going celebration for our brother in Christ, Keith Schmidt, took 

place here at Hope this past Thursday evening with internment at Bushnell 

National Cemetery on Friday morning. Please keep Nancy Dankel and 

Keith’s family in your thoughts and prayers during this time. At the family’s 

request, memorials may be directed towards Building Hope for the Future.   

 

GOD IS SO GOOD!: Many thanks to everyone who supported our love offering 

for Pastor Gustavo & Ruth Maita, our missionaries in Puerto Rico. Because of your 

Spirit motivated giving, a check for $2,235.00 has been sent to the Synod on 

their behalf. We praise and thank God for your love offering! 
 

LOTS OF HUGS SUMMER READING CAMP: through the Plant City Black 

Heritage Foundation meets here at Hope Monday—Friday until school 

resumes in August. If you would like to assist, volunteers are always 

appreciated, and community service hours are available for high school 

students. Contact Sharon Moody at sharonmoody91@yahoo.com.   
 

UNITED FOOD BANK: has a barrel in our narthex for you to donate some 

much-needed non-perishable food items (peanut butter, jelly, mac-n-

cheese, tuna, canned fruit, dry cereal, etc.). Our Food Bank provides 

breakfast & lunch for all children when school is not in session as well as a 

backpack program for those children who would otherwise go hungry 

Friday evening—Monday morning. Thanks in advance for your Spirit motivated giving and 

support! Many thanks to all who have provided much needed groceries! 

mailto:sharonmoody91@yahoo.com


 

 

Growing in the Grace of Giving 
 “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1).  
  
We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has afforded 
us. We are right to do this. We should be thankful for these liberties – the freedom to 
gather together to worship and to live out what believe in our daily lives. 
  
But freedom and liberty in our age have devolved. It has become a freedom from duty 
instead of a freedom for it. Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into 
licentiousness – a license to do what we want, when we want. This license is a submission 
again to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we desire when we desire 
it means we are slaves to our desires and slaves to our passions. 
  
Christ died to set us free from our desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned and 
put to death along with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and live before 
God in righteousness and purity. In Christ, we are a new creation. We are set free from 
the passions of the flesh so that we are free to do our duty and bear fruits of the Spirit. 
  
Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the Church. God 
calls us to believe in His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray for all 
people. He calls us to live in faith toward Him and in fervent love for our neighbor. He 
calls us to put the gifts He gives to us in His service. God calls parents provide for their 
children and raise them in the fear and admonition of the Lord. 
  
And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them when they 
are no longer able to do so themselves. God calls the government to punish those who 
do evil and to reward those who do good. He calls citizens to pay their taxes and honor 
the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to preach and teach the Gospel, 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls 
hearers to support those who teach them with 
every good thing. 
  
Christ died to set us free from the works of our 
selfish flesh, giving us the freedom and liberty to 
do our duty. Stand firm, then, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Treasure Update! 
Your Missions & Outreach Ministry Team would like to THANK YOU 
for your overwhelming support of our 

Treasure Project.  We are thrilled to share 

with you that we will be able to purchase 60 

Treasures with the monies you gave.  That is an 

average of 8,640 people who will hear God’s 

word for the first time. What an amazing 

opportunity to Connect People to Jesus!  

This is the Great Commission God has 

commanded us to fulfill.  

Here we are Lord, send US! 



 

 

NEXT 

MEETING: 

JULY 6 

RESUMES JULY 11 



 

 

Rocky Railway Back to School VBS!!! 
Join us for a fun weekend of VBS where we learn about Jesus’ Power to get us on the right 
track!  Friday, July 30th 4:00-8:05pm (dinner included), Saturday, July 31st 10:00am-2:30pm 
(lunch included), Sunday, August 1st 9:15-11:45am (cookout following).  
Preschool-Middle School ages and an Adult class too!  

Register at hopeplantcity.com/vbs or scan here 

Sign up today to make sure you are on the Jesus track! 
 

VBS Volunteers Needed 
The Christian Growth Team is looking for Volunteers 
to help with the Rocky Railway VBS. This year VBS 
will be on a weekend—Friday, July 30th—Sunday, 
August 1st. There are jobs for High School-Adults!  
There is a job for everyone, and this is a wonderful 
way to CONNECT PEOPLE TO JESUS! Contact Nora 
Trivunovich 813-376-0007 for more details. 
 

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/vbs


 

Jeremiah 29:11—“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

BUILDING NEWS 

 
 

LAST OPPORTUNITY TODAY: to write your favorite Bible verse on the floor of the new sanctuary 

before the flooring is installed. We are covering the floor with Scripture as we boldly profess that 

we stand on the inerrant Word of God! If you have not yet written your verse, join us FOLLOWING 

WORSHIP THIS MORNING. Bring your verse; we have the markers! 
 

NEW SANCTUARY UPDATE: To make sure that we finish early in October, and to give us some 

cushion to accommodate unforeseen delays, we have decided that we will turn the existing 

sanctuary over to contractor to start demolition at the end of July. Our plan is to hold our last 

service in the current sanctuary on July 18th and meet in the Fellowship Hall for 5 weeks until 

the new sanctuary is complete, and we have the required temporary certificate of 

occupancy. As of now we are planning to hold the first service in our new sanctuary on August 

29th. A full dedication of our new sanctuary will take place when the project is 100% complete. 

This will give the contractor 4 additional weeks to complete the project and will give us about 

2 weeks to move out of the sanctuary. 
 

HELP NEEDED: Hands are needed on Monday, July 19th at 6:30PM to help move items from our 

current sanctuary into Fellowship Hall and storage. We will also meet on Saturday, July 24th at 

10AM to move some of the “heavier” furniture. We must have everything removed no later 

than July 30th. Willing servants, hands and backs are needed these days to help with this 

process…PLEASE consider joining us and lending not just a hand…but both hands!   
 

CLOSING SERVICE: of our current sanctuary will take place on July 18th at 9:15AM. Much of the 

service will be duplicated from the Dedication of our current sanctuary on May 10, 1964. 

Together we will celebrate a Baptism and our last Communion in this building.  Our service will 

conclude with the Rite of Disposition of a Church.   

  

Building Hope for the Future: Impact Phase 

July 2021 
June contributions have increased our total to $595,753 which is 88% of our 

goal. We thank God that He continues to bless us with Immeasurably More, 

and we thank you who have heard His call to support Building Hope for The 

Future. At this writing, we are covering the floor of the new sanctuary with 

Scripture so that we may “stand on the inerrant Word of God” in just a few 

short weeks. Praise Him! We know that God loves a cheerful giver, so let’s 

spread some cheer this month! Please keep Building Hope for The Future in your 

prayers and plans. 

To give online to Building Hope for the Future, simply go to 

Hope’s website (hopeplantcity.com) and click “GIVE HERE.” 

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/1nkt6jnhjnpj8hn83/TXwMESOW


 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 

  In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS: Putt & Sue Crouse  LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Bonnie Genrich  Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Pres. Joseph Biden 
Diane Bates Ray & Rita Gonzalez  LCMS Synod & District Our Nation & World 

Winnifred Brookman Liz Miller  Hope Staff & Ministries Our Armed Forces 
Betty Christiansen Chuck Wigand   Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Lynnie Green sister of Judy Adkins—health concerns 
Olando & Deena Rivera mourning death of their brother-in-law, Jason Valentin 
  
CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Lyn Aigner recovering; car accident 
Rick Alfredson friend of Becky Hartmann—health concerns  
Rev. Marty Brauer friend of Pastor & Liz Pfeffer—health concerns; aftereffects of COVID 
Kayra Cannell niece of Alan & Sue Griffin—rare form of lupus 
family of Cheri Clark friend of Tom & Bren Ellison—mourning her death 
Grant Cornett brother of Joan Kersten—health concerns 
Grant cousin of Julie Gates & Christine Mansell—accident; skull fracture & brain bleed 
GZ friend of Kathy Norris—cancer  
Benny Gonzalez Brian Pfenning’s brother’s father-in-law—hospitalized; recovering from fall 
Joy Huang niece of Jack & Joan Kersten—stage 3 cancer 
Jim friend of Julie Gates—pancreatic cancer 
Cindy Kemp health concerns  
Lee Kimbrell health concerns 
Hank Poirier friend of Greg & Caroline Noble—82nd Airborne 1st Brigade; going to Afghanistan 
Keith Schmidt  hospitalized 
Kurt Schrinee friend of Tim & Julie Gates—cancer treatments 
Alona Smith friend of Kathy Norris—guidance in support for GZ 
Dennis Walkenhorst recovering 
Chartee Whaley father of Nora Trivunovich—health concerns 
Heather Wilson daughter of Mike & Willa McMinn—recovering; elbow surgery 
Willa Wilson aunt of Joan Kersten—suffered stroke; hospice 
  

BATTLING CANCER:  Burt Hermann Faye Mueller  

Austin Dobbs Bill Engel Joy Huang Ovie Betty Snaper 
Dave Cannell Jerry Gross Marie Kopp Becky Schlicher Virginia 
Mary Clapp GZ Pat Mason Kurt Schrinee Millie Wetz 

Derek Jim Jennifer McCourt Mary Scott Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

 Stephanie Enloe—R Tyler Newkirk  
Alex Almaguer Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Derek Quackenbush 
Jacob Bertsch Brad Landis Blake Paton—R Justin Rappa 

Stephen Daniell—R Bobby Martin Donnie Pittman Ryan Sonnenberg 
Lorrie Daniell—R Aaron Morley Hank Poirier Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

Please email your prayer requests to hopePCprays@gmail.com. 

mailto:hopepcprays@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request


 

 

 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (7/4/2021) ARE: 
Lector 9:15/Cathie Warner 
Elder on Duty 9:15/Tom Reagin 
Flowers Drapp family 
Offerings Dale & Jonie Wenzel 
Altar Guild Dora Mueller 
Ushers Team 3 

8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Scott Kain; Tom Reagin 
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  
Jim & Kathy Drapp in honor of their wedding anniversary 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (7/7/2021) ARE: 
Lector 6:30/Barbara Ahlers 
Elder on Duty 6:30/Todd Warner 
Communion Assistant 6:30/Todd Warner 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (7/11/2021) ARE: 
Lector 9:15/Tena Matthews 
Elder on Duty 9:15/Lonnie Bertsch 
Flowers A. Griffin family 
Offerings Alan & Sue Griffin 
Altar Guild Dora Mueller 
Ushers Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume 
 

 
 
 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


