
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

10:30AM—Live-Stream 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 

Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER May 2, 2021 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask! 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 5/2 8:00 & 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 5/3 9:00 Quilting 
 5:30 Bell Choir 

Tuesday 5/4 6:30 Forged Men’s Group 

 
6:30 Ministry Teams Meetings: Christian Growth, Fellowship,  

Missions & Outreach, Human Care, Health, Youth 
 6:30 GriefShare 

Wednesday 5/5 6:30 Living Hope Worship w/Communion 
 7:15 Spanish Kids ZOOM 
 8:00 Spanish ZOOM Prayer & Bible Study 

Thursday 5/6 6:30 Elders Ministry Team Meeting 

Saturday 5/8 10:00 Confirmation Class 
 5:15 Praise Team 

Sunday 5/9  Mother’s Day | Youth Scrip Orders Due 
  Deadline—Voters’ Mtg Reports Due 
 8:00 & 10:30 Worship  
 9:15 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 

Worship: 8:00: 42     10:30: 61 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 33/23  

Wednesday, April 28, 2021 
Worship: 6:30: 17 

Total Offerings (General & BHFTF): $8,898.00 

Stewardship Perspective: 
John 15:2 – “Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” God is interested in the fruit that we bear in good 
works, and He even prunes us so that we may bring forth more fruit. Trusting in our Lord’s work for us, 
we are grafted by grace into His vine. We desire to be more like Him and grow into His image. That’s 
growth in fruit bearing, and it always comes with some pruning. 
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AS WE GATHER 
One agricultural crop that is becoming better known in our days is the grape. Grapevines are 
everywhere in America, from New York and Virginia on the East Coast to California and 
Washington on the West Coast. Driving by a vineyard and seeing row after row of flourishing 
vines is a visually pleasant experience. Jesus speaks to the disciples and us that He is the 
true vine and we are the branches. He says that God looks for us to be fruit-bearing as we are 
grafted into our life-giving Lord. Through our worship together, we are nourished in fruitfulness 
by the Holy Spirit. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS           
 
PRELUDE                                       “Lasst Uns Erfreun”                sett’g: Ralph C. Schultz                                  
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
OPENING HYMN             “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                     LSB 465 

 

 

Continued on next page… 



2 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 
Tune: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 
C: in those who hope in His steadfast love. 
P: Taste and see that the LORD is good! 
C: Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
P: O LORD, how manifold are Your works! 
C: In wisdom have You made them all. 
P: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
C: may the LORD rejoice in His works. 
P: As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and mercy. Humble yourselves then 

before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness. 
C: O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner, confess to You 

all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended You. By nature I am a 
sinful creature. In thought, word, and deed I have continually transgressed 
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Your Law. For this I justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious 
and merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and 
grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life and 
bear fruit in keeping with true repentance. 

P: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 
C: Amen. 
P: As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                         “This Is the Feast”                                  LSB 155 

Refrain—All; vs. 1, 3 & 4—Women; vs. 2, 5—Men 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. Risen and ascended Lord,  
C: You are the vine, and we are the branches.  
P: Apart from You there is no life.  
C: By Baptism, You have grafted us into Your gracious life.  
P: Cause Your Word to abide in us and make us fruitful to the glory of Your Father,  
C: who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  
P: one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                      Acts 8:26-40 
(Philip witnesses about Jesus to the Ethiopian official.) 

26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south  to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And 
there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was 
returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit 
said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he 
was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his 
mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation?  For 
his life is taken away from the earth.” 34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask 
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about 
Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded 
the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 
baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried 
Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip 
found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns 
until he came to Caesarea. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                                                                                                1 John 4:1-11 
(An exhortation to lives of Christian love) 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: 
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every 
spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which 
you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God 
and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They 
are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 
6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 7Beloved, let us love 
one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSE                                       “Alleluia — I”                                               LSB 951 

 

 

 
 

Tune: © 1984 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 
Text: Public domain 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                        John 15:1-8 

(Jesus says that He is the vine and His people are the branches.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord! 
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch in me that does not 
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide 
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in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and 
the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father 
is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         “Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free”                     LSB 473 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
SERMON                                            “Connections”                                           John 15:5 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 

 
EASTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, Who sent His Son 
as my Savior to rise on Easter morning. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. Who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate and died on Good 
Friday, rose again on Easter morning to free me from the curse of sin, the sting of 
death and the power of the devil. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ of Easter. And 
by whose continuous work in my heart I am ever led to be steadfast and unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of my resurrected Lord. Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not belong 
to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use these 
blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of the 
gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. Heavenly Father, You have grafted us onto the vine of 
Your Son. Prune us and cut off from us all sin and dead works, that we may always 
draw life from Your Son and produce the fruits of faith and good works. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Lord God, Your only Son came in the flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

Protect us from all false teaching and the spirit of the Antichrist, that we may always 
confess Christ to be our only true God and remain faithful to Him. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Father and Teacher of all truth, guide teachers and catechumens in Your Word, 

that they may increase in understanding, faith and love for Christ, the Lamb led to 
the slaughter in our place and risen from the dead. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Almighty God, give health and guidance to our president and all in authority, that 

they may serve honorably and in accord with Your good order. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Merciful God, You hear and answer Your children in their hour of need. Give aid 

to Cindy Kemp and Dennis Walkenhorst. Grant that they would bear their crosses 
with faith, ever looking to You, and so fix their hearts where true joy is found. We 
also ask Your hand of resurrection peace and comfort for all who grieve, especially 
the Hendershot family as they mourn Bud. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: O God, You are love and always reveal Your love through Your Son. Grant that all 
who come to Your feast of love may worthily eat of Christ’s body and blood, so that 
whoever abides in this love forever abides in You, and You in him. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Heavenly Father, You are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. Hear and answer our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, and Your 
saints shall bless You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, who taught us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION  

 
PREFACE                                                                           
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.   
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is truly good, right…praising you and singing: 
 
SANCTUS                                  “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”                         (tune: LSB 457) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Alleluia! God of power, might, and sword, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven both abound, Alleluia! With Your glory and renown. Alleluia! 

 

So we shout hosannas high. Alleluia! Blest is He who now draws nigh. Alleluia! 
For He comes in God’s own name, Alleluia! To undo our guilt and shame. Alleluia! 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and eat, 
this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what Jesus has 
promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink this wine, Christ 
nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence. 

 
P: The peace of the Lord  be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                   “Christ, Lamb of God, You Take Away”                 (tune: LSB 465) 

Christ, Lamb of God, You take away The sins of all this Easter Day. 
Lord, have mercy! Alleluia! Grant peace to all who hear Your Word 

That they may praise You, risen Lord. Lord, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 (The congregation may be seated.) 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed in the 
Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity and recognize 
their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord is truly present in, 
with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament God gives us forgiveness 
of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of responsibility in the whole church on 
earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully share this sacrament with us. If this is not your 
belief, please remain seated for a time of prayer on the many blessings God has given you.  If 
you have any questions, please see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. 
Paul, “For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and 
drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored 
grape juice is also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request.  
 

Our COVID-19 procedure for today: 1We will commune the pulpit side, then the lectern side; 
2Be sure to use the hand sanitizer before you exit your pew to come forward; 3Keep your mask 
ON until you approach the altar, and at that time, you may lower your mask to receive the 
Sacrament. Please return your mask to its “normal position” as you return to your seats. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”                LSB 475 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 
Tune: Public domain 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                                                                 (tune: LSB 474) 
Lord God above, Now let Your servant Go from here with the assurance of sight. 

My eyes have seen Jesus, my Savior, Glory of Israel; for nations, Light. 
Praise we the Father, the Spirit and Son, Now and forever! Alleluia! 

 
Text: James R. Pierce. Copyright (c) 2012. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 

God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our 
church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are 
true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

C: Amen. 
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P: He is risen! Alleluia! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING HYMN                “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”                         LSB 477 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
POSTLUDE                                        “Hymn to Joy”                      Ludwig van Beethoven    
 
 
 
 



 

 

Growing in the Grace of Giving 
St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who 

teaches” (Gal. 6:6). And again, he says: “Do you not know that those who are employed in the 

temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial 

offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get 

their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In other words, ministers of the Gospel are supported 

by the offerings of those who are served by them. 
 

And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this deserves closer 

examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it does 

so with four little words: “In the same way …” 
 

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving 

of individual members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with 

their offerings and sacrifices. We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how 

did the Old Testament people support the Levites? 
 

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by 

year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, 

you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd 

and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The Levites 

were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested. 
 

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the 

New Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask yourself: Is the church’s job in 

the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back then, there 

was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the 

descendants of Abraham. In Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there 

are churches and ministries all around the world! How could we support this new Gospel ministry 

with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry? 
 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. 

We have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, and the fulfillment 

of everything that God promised to do. For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, 

who took upon himself our sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us 

as his own in Holy Baptism. He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on 

the first fruits of the resurrection, the risen and living body and blood of His Son – our Lord Jesus. 

He reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours because we belong to Him. He blesses us 

here in time with physical and spiritual gifts. 
 

In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and mercy – we gladly give to 

those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his 

marvelous light.” For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not 

received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).  



 

 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we continue to celebrate the “Resurrection of our Lord.” The Season of Easter lasts 

for 7 Sundays and culminates with the Festival of Pentecost (50 days after Easter). During 

the Easter season, the Pascal Candle is lit to remind us of our Lord’s physical presence on 

earth following His resurrection until His ascension to the right hand of God 

the Father. During this season, we “resurrect” our “Alleluias” which have 

been buried since the beginning of Lent. The color is the season is WHITE~ 

the color of purity and completeness as we rejoice in the Lord and what 

he has done for us through His suffering, death and resurrection.   

 

PENTECOST BEGONIAS: In order to celebrate the birthday of the Christian Church on the 

Day of Pentecost (5/23), we will once again place red begonias about the chancel area 

in our sanctuary. Please be sure to order your plants TODAY as the quantity is limited. Once 

we have achieved our goal of 50 plants ($2.00 per plant), we cannot 

accept any additional orders. Please complete the insert in your worship 

folder and place it (with payment) in the offering plate or bring it to the 

church office (Monday – Thursday).   
 

THANK YOU: to the 23 willing servants of Hope who assisted in last Monday’s 

mobile food distribution in our parking lot. We are so thankful and blessed to 

have you assist us as we reach out with the love of Jesus and do what we can 

to eliminate food insecurities in our community.  
 

REMINDER: that all ALL announcements for our worship bulletins MUST be received 

by NOON, TUESDAYS to be included. Verbal announcements must be requested 

by Wednesday, Noon. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 

 

GRIEFSHARE: meets TUESDAYS at 6:30PM in the Stephen Ministry Classroom.  

 

MINISTRY TEAMS: will meet this week at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. 

TUESDAY: Christian Growth, Fellowship, Missions & Outreach, Human 

Care, Health, Youth; and THURSDAY: Elders. Be sure to read chapter 4 of 

GodSpace. Please be on time and most of all, please wear a mask and 

social distance.   
 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE: to complete the weekly surveys (at hopeplantcity.com) for worship 

attendance, PLEASE contact Jessica in the church office BY NOON, 

THURSDAY so that we can work to insure proper social distancing during 

worship. We also ask for the health & safety of all gathered together here, 

that everyone please WEAR YOUR MASK while on campus.  

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/home


 

 

CHRISTIAN LOVE & SYMPATHY: to Mike & Kathy Horne as they mourn the 

death this past Thursday morning of Kathy’s father and longtime Hope 

member, Bud Hendershot. For many years Bud was a part of Hope's 

choir, served as an usher, and together with his wife Marge, they served 

on Hope's altar guild and made many of our altar linens and our 

baptismal napkins. At this time, arrangements are not complete for his Memorial 

Service. Please keep Bud's entire family in your thoughts and prayers during this time.  

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints."  Psalm 116 

 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS: Your written reports for our May congregational meeting 

are due to Jessica (hopepcsecretary@gmail.com) no later than May 9th so they 

can be distributed by May 16th. Thanks for your assistance!  
 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES: Our congregation plans on recognizing all of our 

grads (high school, college, advanced degrees) on Sunday, May 30th at 

the 10:30 worship service. If you (or your child) graduated (or will graduate) 

this academic year (September 2020-May 2021), please contact Pastor 

Pfeffer (hopepcpastor@gmailmail.com) with your name, school attended, 

and school planning to attend the coming year. DEADLINE: May 12th.   
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY HELP NEEDED: Once again as we celebrate the Festival of Pentecost, 

we would like to have the Gospel read in various languages at the same 

time (create our own Pentecost experience at Hope). If you can 

read/speak a foreign language and are willing to read the Gospel in 

that language on Pentecost Sunday (May 23rd) at either or both morning 

services, please contact Pastor Pfeffer (hopepcpastor@gmail.com).  

 

LOTS OF HUGS SUMMER READING CAMP: through the Plant City Black Heritage Foundation 

will return to our campus beginning May 31st and will be here weekdays 

until school resumes in August. If you would like to assist in ANY way with 

the camp, volunteers are always appreciated, and community service 

hours are available for high school students. Contact Sharon Moody at 

sharonmoody91@yahoo.com.   

 

UNITED FOOD BANK: has a barrel in our narthex for you to donate some much-needed 

non-perishable food items (peanut butter, jelly, mac-n-cheese, tuna, 

canned fruit, dry cereal, etc.). Our Food Bank provides breakfast & lunch 

for all children in our area when school is not in session as well as a 

backpack program for those children who would otherwise go hungry 

Friday evening—Monday morning. Thanks in advance for your Spirit 

motivated giving and support! Many thanks to all who have provided 

much needed groceries! 

mailto:hopepcsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:hopepcpastor@gmailmail.com
mailto:hopepcpastor@gmail.com
mailto:sharonmoody91@yahoo.com


 

 



 

 

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5 
SIMPLY LOVED: Join us as we explore the Old and New Testaments. We will 
journey chronologically through the Bible and discover friendships with Jesus 
throughout God’s story. Simply Loved is designed to help kids remember each lesson 
with activities, songs, and special Bible Memory Buddies. Leaders: Stacey Greatens, 
Tracy MacDonald, Ellen Whitehurst 
 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
THE CASE FOR CHRIST: What evidence is there for Jesus outside of the Bible? If 
God is such a good God, why is there so much suffering and evil and chaos in the 
world? Let’s dig into these tough questions and more—and learn how to defend our 
faith. Leaders: Youth Ministry Team  
 

ADULTS 
ENDURING FAITH: As we progress through this program, we learn in depth about 
our Savior, Jesus Christ, what our Savior means to us, how to defend our faith, and 
how to teach the faith to others. Lessons spiral going deeper each time we re-
encounter a Bible passage. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 



 

Jeremiah 29:11—“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

BUILDING NEWS 

 
 

LOOK UP: because the steeple for our new sanctuary will be delivered later this week and 

we want to have a "steeple raising ceremony" when they "lift high the cross!" Be sure to 

watch your email for the date and time we will gather for this special time and milestone 

in the construction of our new mission hub. As of this writing it will be maybe Thursday or 

Friday, but we will let you know. We will hold a brief ceremony as they raise the steeple 

and of course, join in singing "Lift High the Cross." 
 

WANNA PEW? Now is the time to plan if you want one of the pews from our current 

sanctuary as a keepsake. Once our move is complete to the new Sanctuary, you are 

more than welcome to the pews. HOWEVER, you must be ready at a moment’s notice, 

and YOU will be responsible for removing and transporting your pew. Please contact 

Wendell Lattz at wendelllattz@verizon.net to reserve.  

 

STANDING ON THE WORD OF GOD: As we look forward to the transition to our new 

Sanctuary, we have discussed writing our favorite Bible verses on the floor of the Sanctuary 

prior to the installation of flooring. This probably will not happen until later in May. So, in 

advance, write your favorite verses down so that when the big day comes, we all come 

prepared to write our verses all over the floor. You bring the verses, and we will supply the 

permanent markers!   

 

 

Building Hope for the Future: Impact Phase 

April 2021 
We continue to Lift High the Cross as our March contributions 

have increased our total to $518,341, or 76.7% of our 

commitments goal of $675,501. Praise and thanks be to God, and 

thanks to all of you who generously contribute to Building Hope. 

Remember last Easter when we could not celebrate Easter in 

God’s House and we made signs and hung them on our front 

doors? Well, this Easter, we are blessed to worship at Hope with 

some limitations on our capacity. But next year, we will be able 

to welcome MANY MORE to join us in our new sanctuary! How 

exciting! Please keep Building Hope in your prayers and plans. 

To give online to Building Hope for the Future, simply go to 

Hope’s website (hopeplantcity.com) and click “GIVE HERE.” 

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/1nkt6jnhjnpj8hn83/TXwMESOW


 

 



 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 

 

  In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Putt & Sue Crouse Liz Miller Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Pres. Joseph Biden 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich  LCMS Synod & District Our Nation & World 

Betty Christiansen Ray & Rita Gonzalez  Hope Staff & Ministries Our Armed Forces 
    Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Mike & Kathy Horne & family mourning death of Bud Hendershot 
  
CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Ken Buschbacher & family mourning death of Gerry 
Kayra Cannell niece of Alan & Sue Griffin—rare form of lupus 
Putt & Sue Crouse mourning death of Putt’s twin brother 
Granddaughter of Tim & Julie Gates hospitalized; kidney stones  
Cindy Kemp health concerns  
Margret friend of Janet Reitzel—health concerns 
Becky Simpson & family friend of Becky Hartmann—mourning death of husband Jamie  
Dennis Walkenhorst recovering from surgery 
  
BATTLING CANCER:  Jerry Gross Pat Mason  

Austin Dobbs D JoAnne Hayashi Jennifer McCourt Betty Snaper 
Tom Battling Debbie Burt Hermann Faye Mueller Judy Strait 
Laura Blake Derek Barry Himmel Ovie Jeannie Lee Taylor 

Bob Broshelle Ginnie Donaldson Dale Jarvis Lynn Reagin Virginia 
Dave Cannell Jace Driggers Gordon Long Fran Saitta Rick Ward 
Mary Clapp Kori Dunke Jean Marie Mactye Becky Schlicher Mr. Wells 

Alice Correia Marcus Elam Pat Mailloux Mary Scott Millie Wetz 
Valde Cruz Tim Griffie Mari Abbey Sedlacek Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

 Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Joshua Gross Tyler Newkirk Justin Rappa 
Jacob Bertsch Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Ryan Sonnenberg 

Stephen Daniell—R Brad Landis Blake Paton—R Caleb Strand 
Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Donnie Pittman Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

 

Please email your prayer requests to hopePCprays@gmail.com. 

mailto:hopepcprays@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request


 

 

 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (5/2/2021) ARE: 
Lector 8:00/Cindy McClure; 10:30/Julie Gates 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Tom Reagin; 10:30/Mike McMinn 
Communion Assistant 8:00/Tom Reagin; 10:30/Mike McMinn 
Flowers Kemp family 
Offerings Dale & Jonie Wenzel 
Ushers Team 3 

8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Scott Kain; Tom Reagin; 
10:30/Stuart Howell,* Wendell Lattz, Andrew MacDonald, Ron MacDonald, Jack Moberg 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Joe & Cindy Kemp in honor of their wedding anniversary 
 

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (5/5/2021) ARE: 
Lector 6:30/Barbara Ahlers 
Elder on Duty 6:30/Todd Warner 
Communion Assistant 6:30/Todd Warner 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (5/9/2021) ARE: 
Lector 8:00/Julie Gates; 10:30/Kathy Drapp 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Tom Whitehurst; 10:30/Jim Drapp 
Flowers Hartmann & Pfeffer families 
Offerings Alan & Sue Griffin 
Ushers Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume; 
10:30/Todd Warner,* Mack Goethe, Billy Mueller; Dora Mueller; Jim Szostkiewicz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


