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BETHANY 
February 24, 2021 

 

Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman 
came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment. Matthew 26:6-7 

 
 
 
 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: Amen.  
P: Let us ever walk with Jesus. 
C: To see the depths of his love. 
P: To behold the gift of his forgiveness. 
C: To gaze upon the heights of his grace. 
P: To marvel at the magnitude of his mercy. 
C: We walk with Jesus to Bethany.   
P: And into the house of Simon the leper. 
C: Mary prepares Christ for his burial by anointing him with perfume. 
P: Faithful Lord, with me abide.  
C: I shall follow where you guide! 
 
OPENING HYMN                     “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                  LSB 685; vs. 1-2 

Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow his example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us and to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in his footsteps treading, pilgrims here, our home above, 

Full of faith and hope and love, let us do the Father’s bidding. 
Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where you guide. 

Continued on next page… 
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Let us suffer here with Jesus and with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness; where he is, there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter, we shall reap celestial joy; 
All discomforts that annoy shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

Jesus, here I share your woe; help me there your joy to know. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Our Gospel reading states that, “Mary came up to Jesus with an alabaster flask 

of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at 
table.” Forgive us, kind Father— 

C: For too often, our giving is nothing like this. 
P: Our sinful nature prefers another word— 
C: Get. 
P: Get even, get back and get revenge.  
C: Get more, get ahead and get on top. 
P: We are consumed with consuming. 
C: Driven by selfish desires. 
P: Passionate about more possessions. 
C: We are too much like the disciples.  
P: And too little like Mary. 
C: Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 
 

(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, Christ’s love is greater.) 
 

P: Hear the good news! Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffering, torment and 
death—for you. Jesus was determined to go to Gethsemane, Gabbatha and 
Golgotha—for you. That’s why Jesus forgives you completely and loves you 
eternally. Faithful Lord, with me abide! 

C: I shall follow where you guide! 
 
RESPONSE                            “At the Cross (Love Ran Red)” 

Praise Team—verses; Congregation—Choruses & Bridges 
 

There’s a place / where mercy reigns / and never dies, 
There’s a place / where streams of grace / flow deep and wide; 

Where all the love / I’ve ever found / comes like a flood, / comes flowing down. 
 

(Chorus 1)  At the cross, at the cross, / I surrender my life. I’m in awe of You, / 
I’m in awe of You. Where Your love ran red, / and my sin washed white. 

I owe all to You, / I owe all to You, / Je—sus. 
 

There’s a place / where sin and shame / are powerless, 
Where my heart / has peace with God / and forgive-ness— 

Where all the love / I’ve ever found / comes like a flood, / comes flowing down. 

Continued on next page… 
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(Chorus 2)   At the cross, at the cross, / I surrender my life. I’m in awe of You, / 
I’m in awe of You. Where Your love ran red, / and my sin washed white. 

I owe all to You, / I owe all to You. 
 

(Bridge 1)      
Here / my hope is found, / here / on holy ground; Here I bow down, here I bow down. 
Here, / arms open wide, / here / You saved my life— Here I bow down, here I bow.  

(Chorus 1) 
 

CCLI Song #7017786 |  Words and Music by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Matt Armstrong, Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman | Brentwood Benson Songs ǀ Universal Music – Brentwood 
Benson Tunes ǀ Atlas Mountain Songs ǀ S.D.G. Publishing ǀ Said And Done Music ǀ sixsteps music | All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 759305 

 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                     Exodus 36:1-7 
“Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whom the Lord has put skill and 
intelligence to know how to do any work in the construction of the sanctuary shall work in 
accordance with all that the Lord has commanded.” And Moses called Bezalel and 
Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the Lord had put skill, everyone whose 
heart stirred him up to come to do the work. And they received from Moses all the 
contribution that the people of Israel had brought for doing the work on the sanctuary. 
They still kept bringing him freewill offerings every morning, so that all the craftsmen who 
were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came, each from the task that he was 
doing, and said to Moses, “The people bring much more than enough for doing the work 
that the Lord has commanded us to do.” So Moses gave command, and word was 
proclaimed throughout the camp, “Let no man or woman do anything more for the 
contribution for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from bringing, for the 
material they had was sufficient to do all the work, and more. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
EPISTLE READING                                                                              2 Corinthians 8:1-5 
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, not 
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as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to 
us. 
 

L:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSE                                                                                                           LSB 157 

 

 

 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                   Matthew 26:6-13 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 26th chapter. 
C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came up to 
him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as 
he reclined at table. And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why 
this waste? For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” But 
Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a 
beautiful thing to me. For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always 
have me. In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 
Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 
done will also be told in memory of her.”  
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                   “The Wonderful Cross”                                  ABS (3) 34 

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and blood flow mingled down: 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Continued on next page… 
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(Chorus)                 Oh the wonderful Cross, oh the wonderful Cross 
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live 
Oh the wonderful Cross, oh the wonderful Cross 

All who gather here by grace draw near And bless Your name 
 

Were the whole realm of Nature mine, That were an offering far too small; 
                Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all! (Chorus) 

“The Wonderful Cross”, words and music by Chris Tomlin | Isaac Watts | J. D. Walt | Jesse Reeves | Lowell Mason, ©2000 worshiptogether.com songs | 
sixsteps Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) | (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing), CCLI License No. 759305 

 
SERMON                                                “Bethany”                      

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE            “Savior, When in Dust to Thee”                            LSB 419 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really Yours. Help 
me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not belong to the church, but 
to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use these blessings according to Your 
purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of the 
gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
THE PRAYERS 
P: Onward in Christ’s footsteps treading, pilgrims here, our home above. Full of faith 

and hope and love. Let us do the Father’s bidding. And so we pray. Gracious 
God, give us generous hearts. 

C: To give without counting the cost. 
P: To share without expecting anything in return. 
C: To hold all of our treasures with open hands. 
P: To have Gospel priorities and align our life, our love and our time in their light. 
C: To know the freedom that comes with generosity. 
P: To give like the Israelites who continued to bring freewill offerings morning after 

morning.  
C: To give like the Macedonians who urgently pleaded for the privilege of 

sharing.   
P: To give like Mary, joyfully, exceedingly and lavishly.  
C: To give like Jesus, lovingly, faithfully and abundantly.  
P: Father, we recall the words of our Savior, “I tell you the truth, wherever this 

gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in 
memory of her.” And so we pray, 

C: Take my love, my Lord, I pour. 
P: At your feet its treasure store. 
C: Take myself and I will be. 
P: Ever, only, all for thee. 
C: Jesus, let me faithful be, life eternal grant to me. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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BENEDICTION                                                                                                       
P: Jesus invites us to walk with him to Bethany, a place of great suffering and a 

place of great love. We will walk with Jesus all the way to the empty tomb—and 
resurrection victory. 

C: Let us ever walk with Jesus! 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING HYMN                          “Take My Life and Let It Be”                            LSB 783 

 

 
 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee. 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Reed Lessing. © 2021 Creative Communications for the Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc., 
 1564 Fencorp Drive, Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Officiant……………………………………………………..……………...Rev. Dean Pfeffer, 
Senior Pastor 

Organist…………………………………………………………..………….Christine Mansell, 
Director of Music 

Lector……………………………………………………………………………….Cindy McClure 
Elder on Duty…………………………………………………………….…….Lonnie Bertsch 
Health Professional……………………………..………………….….April Walkenhorst 
Ushers………………………………………………………………………………..……….Team 2 

 

Serving our Lord this Wednesday evening (2/24/2021): 



 

 
 


