
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

10:30AM—Live-Stream 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 
Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY January 17, 2021 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 1/17  OneBlood Bus @ Hope 
 8:00 & 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 9:15 Discovering Hope New Member Class 
 4:00  Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 6:30 Adult ZOOM Bible Study 

Monday 1/18 9:00 Quilting 
 5:30 Bell Choir 
 6:30 Music Leaders 

Tuesday 1/19 10:30 & 6:30 GriefShare 
 7:00 Forged Men’s Group ZOOM 

Wednesday 1/20 6:30 Living Hope Worship w/Communion 
 8:00 Spanish ZOOM Prayer & Bible Study 

Saturday 1/23 2:00 Mary Lou Nash Memorial Service @ Immanuel, Brandon 
 5:15 Praise Team 

Sunday 1/24 8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
 4:00  Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 6:30 Adult ZOOM Bible Study 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Sunday, January 10, 2021 

Worship: 8:00: 47      10:30: 48 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 41/20 

Wednesday, January 13, 2021: 
Worship: 6:30: 20 

 
Total Offerings (General & BHFTF): $7,545.00 

Stewardship Perspective: 
1 Corinthians 6:19b-20 – “You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify 
God in your body.” God owns everything, including our very selves. We were made to serve 
Him and glorify Him and will never truly be happy or find our fulfillment until we learn that 
lesson. Jesus has redeemed us and brought us back into the Kingdom of the Father, and that 
has set us free to serve Him in joy, generosity, liberty, and faith. 

 

 
Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask! 



1 

 

 

 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Today we consider the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives. How we live and interact with others is 
important, for we are representing the Holy Spirit. How we act when we are alone is important, for 
the Spirit is always present with us, and He has no desire to take part in sin of any kind. As we 
reflect, we remember the glorious news that we were bought with a price—the blood of Jesus, 
which forgives all our sins and removes all our shame. For that we are most thankful! 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS 
 
PRELUDE                                           “Abbot’s Leigh”                           sett’g: Wilbur Held     
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.          
 
OPENING HYMN                                “God Is Here!”                                          WOV 719 

God is here! As we Your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 

 

Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. 

Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence as in speech, 
here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 

 

Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us, as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Lord of all, of Church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt 
keep us faithful to the Gospel; help us work Your purpose out. 

Here, in this day's dedication, all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without You, we adore You! We believe! 

 
CCLI Song # 223549 | Cyril Vincent Taylor | Fred Pratt Green | © Words: 1975. 1994 Hope Publishing Company | Music: 1942.  

Renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Company  All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 759305 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: O Lord, You have searched and known us. 
C: You discern our thoughts from afar. 
P: Where shall we go from Your Spirit? 
C: Or where shall we flee from Your presence? 
P: If we ascend to heaven, You are there! 
C: If we make our bed in Sheol, You are there! 
P: Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit. 
C: We were bought with a price, the blood of Christ. 
P: Indeed, we were bought with the precious blood of Christ, and God calls on us to 

glorify God with our bodies, but we have failed to do this. We have lived as if our 
bodies and lives were our own, as if Your Son had not bought them with His blood. 
Such sins cause deep shame, yet even now, our heavenly Father invites us to 
come to Him and ask for forgiveness. (Silence for reflection.) Heavenly Father, 

C: we have sinned by the things we have done and by the things we have left 
undone. Forgive us, remove the shame that clings to us, and make us new 
creations for the sake of Jesus. Amen. 

P: Almighty God, in His infinite mercy and grace, sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die 
for our sins. In His resurrection, He removes our shame and makes us more than 
conquerors. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. Our shame is removed. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                         “Gloria in Excelsis”                                         LSB 154 

P:  

C:  

Continued on next page… 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and 

on earth,  
C: mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through 

all our days;  
P: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit,  
C: one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                         1 Samuel 3:1-10  

(The Lord calls Samuel.) 
1Now the young man Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. And the word of the Lord 
was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had 
begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3The lamp of 
God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the 
ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 
and lay down. 6And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
8And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here 
I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the young man. 
9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, 
for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10And the Lord came and 
stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant 
hears.” 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
EPISTLE                                                                                    1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

(To whom does your body belong?) 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but 
I will not be enslaved by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 
food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual 
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also 
raise us up by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I 
then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Or do you 
not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, 
“The two will become one flesh.” 17But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him. 18Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but 
the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19Or do you not know that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 
20for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
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RESPONSE                                                                                                           LSB 156 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                      John 1:43-51 

(Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord! 
 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
is no deceit!” 48Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, 
“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49Nathanael 
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus 
answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You 
will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 
see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man.”  
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                      LSB 411 

 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
SERMON                                      "The Epiphany Thing"                               John 1:43-51 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 

 
NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.  O Lord, You have called us into the fellowship and 
priesthood of Your Son, Jesus Christ. By His incarnation and great work of 
salvation, heaven is opened to us in Him. Give us boldness to cling to Your faithful 
call, that Your deliverance would not be hidden but spoken freely in all the 
world. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious God, preserve Your Church here and throughout the world. Send forth 

laborers into Your harvest and sustain those You have sent, especially Matthew, 
our Synod president; Greg, our district president; and Dean, our circuit visitor. 
Make all Christians bold in confession and unwavering in prayer. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Father, You have given us Your Holy Spirit, making our bodies Your temple and 

knitting us together into the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Give us 
courage and constancy to treasure Your gift of holy marriage. Preserve Your 
Christians in true chastity: the married in honorable faithfulness to one another, 
and the unmarried in honorable purity, for You have bought us with the precious 
price of Your Son’s blood to glorify You in our bodies. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Almighty God, You are the Lord and You do whatever seems good to You. As 

every lawful authority on earth comes from You, uphold in righteousness and 
health our nation with its leaders. Preserve in wisdom and honor Joe, our 
president-elect; Kamala, our vice-president-elect; Ron, our governor; and all public 
servants, including our armed forces, police and first responders. Send peace in 
our time. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: O God, behold in mercy all for whom we pray especially Douglas Brown, Jack 

Goetsch, Roger Huset, Gary Smith, Rayetta Stare, and Millie Wetz. Bring healing, 
comfort, strength, patience and certainty to all in need. Receive our thanks for Your 
constant watch and merciful kindness. In every sorrow and every joy, do not let 
our eyes be drawn from the greater marvel of Your kindness in Christ Jesus, by 
whose grace and forgiveness alone we receive every blessing. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Holy Lord, renew the gift of Your Holy Spirit to all who commune this day. Work in 
us true contrition to lament and abandon our sins, and so to come in confident faith 
to eat Your Son’s body and drink His blood, given and shed for the forgiveness of 
sins. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for 

the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God forever, who taught us to pray:   

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION  

 
PREFACE                                                                                                  (tune: LSB 397) 
P: May the Lord be with you now.  
C: May the Lord be with you, too. 
P: Hearts and hands and voices raise 
C: Lifted to the Lord in praise.  
P: Thank You, Lord, our God, most good 
C: For our soul’s most precious food. 
 
P: It is truly good, right…praising you and singing: 
 
SANCTUS                                                                                                       (tune: LSB 397) 

Holy, holy, holy, sing To the heav’nly armies’ King.  
For His glory, might, and worth Fill the heavens, fill the earth.  

Holy, holy, holy cry To the Lord of hosts most high. 
 

Hail, Hosanna, David’s Son! Blessed is the One who comes  
In the name of God the Lord, Name of blessings rich outpoured.  

Hail, Hosanna, save us now, Holy, holy God of pow’r. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and eat, this is 
my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what Jesus has promised to 
share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink this wine, Christ nourishes us, 
forgives us and strengthens us with His presence. 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                                                  (tune: LSB 344) 

O Lamb of God, who takes away The whole world’s sin, now hear us pray:  
Have mercy on us, grant us peace, From all our sins give us release. 

 

(The congregation may be seated.) 
 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed in the Christian faith; 
2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity and recognize their own need for 
forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord is truly present in, with and under the bread 
and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of 
faith; 5Accept their place of responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, 
then joyfully share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time 
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you.  If you have any questions, please see a pastor 
or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats and drinks without 
recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those 
with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is also served in the center of the tray, and 
gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
Our COVID-19 procedure for today: 1We will commune the pulpit side, then the lectern side; 2Be 
sure to use the hand sanitizer before you exit your pew to come forward; 3Keep your mask ON until 
you approach the altar, and at that time, you may lower your mask to receive the Sacrament. Please 
return your mask to its “normal position” as you return to your seats. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN        “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling”                            LSB 827 

 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                                                                          LSB 211 

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace, 
For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our church 
to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are true bearers of 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our purpose.  Convict us of our 
purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In Jesus name. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  Here am I! Send me!’ 
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CLOSING HYMN                  “The Church’s One Foundation”                              LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
POSTLUDE                                            “Aurelia”                                    Charles Callahan 
 
 
 



 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we continue the “Sundays after Epiphany.” These Sundays will take us to Ash 

Wednesday and the beginning of the Lenten Season.  The word 

Epiphany means to reveal or make known and over these next few 

weeks we will see how our Lord reveals or make Himself known to others.  

It is our task today to make Jesus known to our family and friends as He 

reveals Himself to us in both Word and Sacrament.   The color of the day 

is GREEN~ a reminder to us that we are to be constantly growing in the 

grace and love of our Lord.  
 

REMINDER: Our Discovering Hope class meets in Fellowship Hall TODAY following our 8:00 

worship. This class is for all those desiring membership at Hope. Please wear your mask.    
 

LECTORS: Please remember to keep your mask ON until you are at the lectern to read and 

replace it before you head back to your pew. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 
 

SPEAKING OF MASKS: THANK YOU for your adherence to our “wear your mask” policy on 

our campus. While we realize it is not the ideal situation to wear a mask while singing, it is 

done for the protection of those seated around you. Therefore, please do 

not remove your mask during congregational singing. Again, thanks for 

helping stop the spread of this virus as we work and worship together!   
 

PLEASE NOTE: that as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship today 

and Wednesday, due to the continued spread of the Coronavirus, our 

distribution procedure is different from what we are accustomed. This 

process will be explained prior to distribution. 1We will commune the 

pulpit side, then the lectern side; 2Be sure to use the hand sanitizer before 

you exit your pew to come forward; 3Keep your mask ON until you approach the altar, 

and at that time, you may lower your mask to receive the Sacrament. Please return your 

mask to its “normal position” as you return to your seats.  
 

THANK YOU: to Hope’s health care professionals who are assisting by 

taking temperatures every Sunday and Wednesday before worship. Also, 

thank you to our ushers and Elders for their extra work following each 

worship service to wipe down the pews with sanitizing wipes and assist in 

so many ways to help protect everyone who enters our sanctuary. (FYI—

pews, door handles, and restrooms are wiped down after each service.)  
 

ALL ANNOUNCEMENTS: for our worship bulletins MUST be received by NOON, 

TUESDAYS to be included. Verbal announcements must be requested by 

Wednesday, Noon. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 



 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP HAS RETURNED: in our sanctuary Wednesdays at 6:30PM.  That’s right 

our Living Hope worship has begun, and YOUR help is needed. We need 

you to reach out and INVITE a friend, relative, neighbor, even a fellow 

Hope member you have not seen for some time to join us for this informal, 

casual, and contemporary worship service. Communion will be celebrated on the weeks 

that it is celebrated on Sunday mornings (1st, 3rd & 5th weeks).   

 

PLEASE REMEMBER: If you are unable to complete the weekly surveys (available at 

hopeplantcity.com) for worship attendance, be sure to contact Jessica in 

the church office by NOON, Thursday so that we can work to insure proper 

social distancing during worship. Your help is always appreciated!  

 

THANK YOU: to the many leaders of our congregation who participated in our special 

leaders meeting this past Thursday. It was truly an inspirational and 

informational meeting for us all. Thanks to Dr. Peter Meier, District Mission 

& Outreach Director for his time and leadership of that meeting.  
 

GRIEFSHARE RETURNS: to Hope on Tuesday, January 19th with sessions at 10:30am & 6:30pm 

in Fellowship Hall. If you have experienced the death of a loved one at 

any time, we invite you to join us. Our Lord wants to heal you from your 

broken heart and make you “whole” again. GriefShare offers some 

advice, some suggestions, and much help for you to see how the Lord is working in your 

life. Bring a friend, a neighbor, or a relative if you wish—all are welcome! We suggest that 

you participate in GriefShare more than once to receive the maximum benefit this ministry 

offers. Please note that social distancing and face masks are required of all participants.  
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE: for our sister in Christ, Mary Lou Nash has been 

scheduled for Saturday, January 23rd at 2:00PM at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, Brandon where she was a founding member of the congregation. 

Preaching will be President Walton; Pastor Pfeffer will officiate.   
 

SANCTUARY TOURS: There will be tours of our new sanctuary hosted by Dave 

Booher for anyone interested. These tours will take place NEXT SUNDAY, 

January 24th immediately following each service. Please meet outside 

Fellowship Hall following worship if you wish to be a part of these advance 

previews!   
 

2021 FLOWER CHART: is posted in the Narthex. Altar flowers are a great way to mark a 

birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or to remember someone 

special. The price this year will be $18.00 per side ($36.00 for both sides). 

There is a limit to 2 bouquets per week. Please be sure to PRINT CLEARLY 

when you sign up.   

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/home


 

SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING: to be held on Sunday, January 31st immediately 

following 10:30 worship in the Sanctuary. The purpose of this meeting is 

twofold: 1To approve a resolution from our Lutheran Church Missouri Synod to 

“add a year to the current 2019—2022 triennium, allowing districts to hold their 

conventions in 2022 and moving the upcoming national Synod Convention 

from 2022 to 2023.” This resolution must be approved by at least 25% of 

Synodical congregations to take effect. What does this mean? It means that 

the nominations we passed as a congregation (District President, Regional Vice President, 

District Secretary, Board of Directors) will need to be done again in 2022—meaning that 

Pastor Pfeffer’s nomination for District President is no longer valid; and 2For your approval 

to request a Vicar for the 2021-22 academic year from our Seminaries. Our Elders, with 

confirmation from the Board of Directors, has decided to move forward with a request for 

a Vicar. Providing one is available, we would have a Vicar in place sometime this 

summer. We have, over the years, trained several Vicars and this is something our 

congregation does well.  
 

HELP NEEDED: to assist in the live streaming of our worship services. Special on the job 

training will be offered to those willing to serve. During this pandemic, our live streaming 

has kept many of our brothers and sisters in Christ connected to our 

ministry. At the same time, we have people watching our service that we 

have never met, and many can be hearing the Gospel proclaimed for 

the first time. Won’t you please consider being a part of this critical 

outreach ministry? For details, contact Alex Drapp at 813-765-1128.  
 

DID YA EVER DREAM: of going to see the Passion Play in Oberammergau Germany? As you 

may realize, due to COVID-19, the 2020 presentation of the Passion Play was postponed 

to 2022. This play has occurred every 10 years since 1634. Have you ever 

dreamed of a Danube River cruise? Well, Pastor & Liz Pfeffer will be 

hosting this amazing trip in September, 2022 joining many other LCMS 

Lutherans for this trip of a lifetime. Former LCMS President, Jerry Kieschnick 

will serve as the Bible Study leader for our time together. See Pastor or Liz 

if you are interested in joining them and a few of our Hope members on 

this inspirational and relaxing adventure!  
 

CALLED HOME: Our Florida Georgia District mourns the sudden death this past weekend 

of District First Vice President, Rev. David Brighton following complications of COVID. Pastor 

Brighton has served for several years as pastor of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Warner 

Robins, GA. We praise God for His faithful servant and pray His hands of 

resurrection comfort on his wife Marcia and their children and 

grandchildren and the members, staff, and community of Mount 

Calvary. "Well done good and faithful servant...Come and share your 

master’s happiness!" Matthew 25:21  

tel:8137651128


 



 

It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to improve the year to come. It’s a 
time when we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is 
planning our stewardship for the coming year. 
Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite 
simple and full of joy. So, here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by answering 
these three questions: 

• Who are you? • To whom do I give? • And how much?
So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s 
Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: 
church, society, and family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our 
difficulties, and our questions arise in giving to the Church. 
So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a 
guide. If you are a hearer – a member of the Church who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one 
who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local 
congregation is primary. 
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to 
you. Your congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the 
Church, He has the local congregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel 
should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give: 

• Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2); 

• Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12); 

• Generously (2 Cor. 8:20); 

• Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and 

• With eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), love (2 Cor. 8:23). 
In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this 
way, it is deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our 
own strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent. 
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for 
the Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask 
yourself: Do we really want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New 
Testament Church bigger or smaller than the job given to Israel? 
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, 
not out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God 
has made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting 
with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus 
said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the 
work that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those 
who are in need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as 
priestly members of His kingdom. 



 



 

 
 

 

Building Hope for the Future: Impact Phase 

January 2021 
God has richly blessed us through the generosity and 

sacrificial giving of our Hope congregation.  Contributions 

received in December 2020, have increased our total to 

$463,996 or 68.7% of our goal of $685,501!  Thanks to all of 

you who are meeting and exceeding your commitments that 

you made just 14 months ago.  And if you have not yet decided 

to support Building Hope for the Future, what are you waiting 

for?  You can contribute electronically by visiting the web site 

at www.hopeplantcity.com.  May the Peace of the Lord be 

with you in this New Year of 2021. 



 

 In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Sue Crouse Gary Smith Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Pres. Donald Trump 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich Millie Wetz LCMS Synod & District Our Nation & World 
Putt Crouse Liz Miller  Hope Staff & Ministries Our Armed Forces 

    Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Ernie Edelman shingles 
Carlos Garcia, Jr. son of Carlos & Tammy Garcia—hospitalized; blood infection 
Jack Goetsch anticipating surgery (1/21) 
Keith Schmidt mourning death of mother-in-law, Maxine 
Gary Smith hospitalized  
Taylor granddaughter of Tim & Julie Gates—COVID  
CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Iva Albertini family friend of Keith Schmidt—mourning her death 

family of Leona Brauer friend of Pastor & Liz Pfeffer—mourning her death; COVID 

Rev. Marty Brauer friend of Pastor & Liz Pfeffer—mourning death of wife Leona; COVID rehab 

Douglas Brown cancer; recovering from surgery 
Kayra Cannell niece of Alan & Sue Griffin—rare form of lupus 

Valde Cruz friend of Jason Pfeffer—cancer; GI track 
John Francis father of Lou Ann Erdakos—rehab 

Robert Pittman friend of Julie & Tim Gates—stroke 
Rayetta Stare shingles 
BATTLING CANCER: Valde Cruz Jerry Gross Pat Mason Gary Smith 

Austin Dobbs D JoAnne Hayashi Jennifer McCourt Betty Snaper 
Tom Battling Debbie Burt Hermann Faye Mueller Judy Strait 
Laura Blake Derek Barry Himmel Ovie Rev. Alan Struckmeyer 

Bob Broshelle Ginnie Donaldson Dale Jarvis Lynn Reagin Jeannie Lee Taylor 
Douglas Brown Jace Driggers Gordon Long Fran Saitta Rick Ward 
Dave Cannell Kori Dunke Jean Marie Mactye Becky Schlicher Mr. Wells 
Mary Clapp Marcus Elam Pat Mailloux Mary Scott Millie Wetz 

Alice Correia Tim Griffie Mari Abbey Sedlacek Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Joshua Gross Tyler Newkirk Justin Rappa 
Jacob Bertsch Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Ryan Sonnenberg 

Stephen Daniell—R Brad Landis Blake Paton—R Caleb Strand 
Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Donnie Pittman Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 

Please email your prayer requests to hopePCprays@gmail.com. 

mailto:hopepcprays@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request


 

 
 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (1/17/2021) ARE: 
Health Professional 8:00/Janet Reitzel; 10:30/Julie Gates 
Lector 8:00/Jeff McClure; 10:30/Nora Trivunovich 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Wayne Warner; 10:30/Mike McMinn 
Communion Assistant 8:00/Wayne Warner; 10:30/Mike McMinn 
Flowers Howell family 
Offerings Wendell & Pam Lattz  
Ushers Team 3 

8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin; 
10:30/ Stuart Howell,* Wendell Lattz, Andrew MacDonald, Ron MacDonald, Jack Moberg 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Stuart & Sandy Howell in honor of Ryan’s birthday 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (1/20/2021) ARE: 
Health Professional 6:30/April Walkenhorst 
Lector 6:30/Tena Matthews 
Elder on Duty 6:30/Mike McMinn 
Communion Assistant 6:30/Mike McMinn 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (1/24/2021) ARE: 
Health Professional 8:00/Joyce Van Matre; 10:30/Todd Warner 
Lector 8:00/Gloria Warner; 10:30/Jim Drapp 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Flowers OPEN 
Offerings Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner  
Ushers Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume; 
10:30/Todd Warner,* Mack Goethe, Billy Mueller, Dora Mueller, Jim Szostkiewicz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 

To give online to Building Hope for the Future, simply go to 

Hope’s website (hopeplantcity.com) and click “GIVE HERE.” 

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/1nkt6jnhjnpj8hn83/TXwMESOW

