
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

10:30AM—Live-Stream 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 
Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS December 27, 2020 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 12/27 8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 12/28  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (12/21—1/1) 
 9:00 Quilting 
 5:30 Moving Hope @ Hope 

Tuesday 12/29  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (12/21—1/1) 

Wednesday 12/30  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (12/21—1/1) 
  No Wednesday Activities 
 8:00 Spanish ZOOM Prayer & Bible Study 

Thursday 12/31  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (12/21—1/1) 
  New Year’s Eve 

Friday 1/1  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (12/21—1/1) 
  New Year’s Day | Church Office CLOSED 

Sunday 1/3 
8:00 & 10:30 Worship w/Communion  

& Installation of 2021 Officers & Ministry Teams 
 11:30 Un-Decorating 
 4:00  Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 6:30 Adult ZOOM Bible Study 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Sunday, December 20, 2020: 

Worship: 8:00: 26      10:30: 61 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 51/32  

General Fund: $14,509.25 

Stewardship Perspective: 
Luke 2:39 – “And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord…” 
The Law of God is good. Of course, it always shows us our sins, but that is good, too! We need 
to be driven back to the forgiveness of Christ. And the Law also shows us the truly blessed way 
to live. As Mary and Joseph found their joy in a godly life, so should we see the Law as a guide 
for Christian living and the roadmap for saying thank you to the Lord for all His grace and mercy 
to us. 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask! 
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AS WE GATHER 
The Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas takes us to the temple in Jerusalem, where 
Jesus is brought by Mary and Joseph. In presenting Him there, they are affirming that He is 
dedicated to God as a firstborn son. But He is much more than a son—He is the Son. In her 
classic hymn text, German hymnist Elisabeth Cruciger celebrates His coming as she writes, 
“The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers, By God the Father given, In human form 
appears. No sphere His light confining, No star so brightly shining As He, our Morning Star” 
(LSB 402:1). Jesus is the One in whom we see our salvation, whose light guides our way 
through life, and whose presence enlightens our world. With joy, we worship Him! 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS 
 
PRELUDE                                      “Regents Square”                               sett’g: C.S. Lang 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.                       

 
OPENING HYMN                 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                           LSB 367 

 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Alleluia! My eyes have seen Your salvation, 
C: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel. 

Alleluia! 
P: Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. 
C: You who have done great things, O God, who is like You? 
P: My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to You; 
C: my soul also, which You have redeemed. 
P: People redeemed by the Lord, let us now make confession of our sins to God, our 

heavenly Father. 
C: Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We repent 

of having sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. We have left 
undone those things we ought to have done; we have done those things we 
ought not to have done. We have not lived our lives fully in the freedom won 
for us by our Lord. We have not always shared the bounty You have given 
us as stewards of Your creation. We sincerely repent of our sins and humbly 
ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus, our Savior. By the renewing work 
of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that each day 
we grow in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy name. 
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P: God has promised pardon, life, and salvation because of the atoning sacrifice of 
His beloved Son, who has replaced slavery to sin with a priceless inheritance of 
freedom and joy. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you 
believe, so may it be. 

C: Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE                             “Your Name” 

Humbly to the earth You came, born into this world to save. 
God with us, Emmanuel; Now we adore Your Name. 

 

(Chorus) 

Your Name— is a strong and mighty tower; Your Name— is a shelter like no other; 
Your Name— let the nations sing it louder, for nothing has the power to save,  

    but Your Name. (Music) 
 

Jesus, in Your Name we pray, come and fill our hearts today; 
               Lord, give us strength to live for You, and glorify Your Name. (Chorus) 

 

(Bridge)                     Wonderful, Counselor…Prince of Peace… (Chorus) 
 

(Ending)                God with us, Emmanuel; God with us, Emmanuel; 
God with us, Emmanuel; Now we adore Your Name. 

 
CCLI Song # 7005511 | © 2006 Integrity Worship Music | Integrity’s Hosanna! Music 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserves. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 759305 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer,  
C: You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more 

wondrously restored our human nature.  
P: Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us;  
C: through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
P: who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  
C: one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ccli.com/
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 SERVICE OF THE WORD  

 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                      Isaiah 61:10–62:3 

(Nations will acknowledge the Chosen One of the Lord.) 
10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with 
the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to 
sprout up before all the nations. 1For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's 
sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation 
as a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3You shall be 
a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
EPISTLE                                                                                             Galatians 4:4–7 

(At the right time, God sent His Son into the world.) 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSE                             “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”                     LSB 374; vs. 1-2 

 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                     Luke 2:25–40  

(Jesus is presented in the temple by Mary and Joseph.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord! 
 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the 
Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29“Lord, now you are letting 
your servant  depart in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your 
salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And his father and his mother marveled 
at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that 
is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband 
seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 
38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him 
to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39And when they had performed 
everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town 
of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 
God was upon him.  
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ!  
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HYMN OF THE DAY    “’Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’ w/’King of Heaven”  LSB 380/SS 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

King of heaven, come down; King of heaven, come now; 
Let Your glory reign, shining like the day, King of heaven, come. 

King of heaven, rise up; Who can stand against us; 
You are strong to save, in Your mighty name, King of heaven, come. 

 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

King of heaven, come down; King of heaven, come now; 
Let Your glory reign, shining like the day, King of heaven, come. 

King of heaven, rise up; Who can stand against us; 
You are strong to save, in Your mighty name, King of heaven, come. 

 
Public domain CCLI Song # 5997804 | Words and Music by Paul Baloche and Jason Ingram | © 2010 Integrity Worship Music ǀ Leadworship Songs ǀ Sony / ATV Timber Publishing 

 West Main Music ǀ Windsor Hill Music | All rights reserved. | CCLI License # 759305 

 
SERMON                                “The Presentation of Jesus”                            Luke 2:22-40 

Rev. Miguel Sanabria, Jr. 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE            “O Come, Let Us Adore Him”                            TOSB 262 

1.   O come, let us adore Him; O come, let us adore Him; 
 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

2. For He alone is worthy; For He alone is worthy; 
 For He alone is worthy, Christ the Lord. 
 

3. For Jesus is our Savior; For Jesus is our savior; 
 For Jesus is our savior, Christ the Lord. 
 

4. And Jesus is our brother; And Jesus is our brother; 
 And Jesus is our brother, Christ the Lord. 

Continued on next page… 
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5.  We kneel in adoration; We kneel in adoration; 
 We kneel in adoration, Christ the Lord. 
 

6. O praise Him, alleluia! O praise Him, alleluia! 
 O praise Him, alleluia! Christ the Lord. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For grace to rejoice in Christ’s blessed incarnation; in thankfulness that, in the 

fullness of time, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, to 
redeem us and give us the adoption as Your sons and heirs; and to grant us a glad 
new year, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the families of all Christians, that the heavenly Father from whom all fatherhood 

on earth is named would bless them with His promises; for parents, that they would 
be diligent and take delight in their work; for children, that by God’s favor they 
would grow in strength and wisdom; and for all widows, orphans and broken 
families, that God would comfort them with His mercy and give them joy in the 
redemption won for them in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For those who make, administer and judge our laws, that they may serve faithfully 

in their tasks, according to Your good pleasure, for the benefit of our people, let us 
pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P; For the lonely, that they would be comforted with the sure and certain knowledge 

that God will never forsake them, and that within the household of faith they might 
find family, friends and loving companionship, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the sick and suffering, and those who desire our prayers especially, Douglas 

Brown, Ernie Edelman, Jerrie Edelman, Roger Huset, Gary Smith, and Millie Wetz, 
that according to God’s gracious will, they would be healed; and for those who 
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mourn, that God would fill their hearts with the certain hope of the resurrection, let 
us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the new year before us, especially for grace and the boldness to share the 

good news of the Gospel with others to come and see what God has done and 
what God is doing among us. Let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C: Amen.     
P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our church 
to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are true bearers of 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our purpose.  Convict us of our 
purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In Jesus name. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION 
P:      May almighty God, who sent His Son to take our nature upon Him, bless you in 

this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light 
of His holiness. 

C:      Amen. 
P: God, who sent His angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior's birth fill you 

with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. 
C:      Amen. 
P:      God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give 

you His peace and favor.  
C:      Amen. 
P:     Almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit bless you and keep you 

and send you forth with great joy! 
C:      Amen. Amen. Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN                    “Cold December Flies Away”                                  LBW 53 

 

 

 

 

 
                          
 

 
 
 
 
 

       from the Staff of Hope Lutheran Church 

Pastor Pfeffer, Pastor Miguel, Christine & Jessica 
 



 

 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we join together on this the 1st Sunday after Christmas. As a 

general rule the church year will have either one or two Sundays after 

Christmas pending on the calendar. This day we are reminded of the day 

when Simeon met the baby Jesus. Listen closely to our Gospel as you will 

hear the familiar words of the “Nunc Dimmitis,” our post Communion 

song of thanks based on Simeon’s words. The color of the day remains 

WHITE~ the color of purity of Him who is full of grace and truth.  
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER: for the months of January—March are in your 

mailboxes. If you desire extra copies, they are located under the guest 

book in the narthex. Take an extra copy to share with a friend or 

relative…they will be glad you did!  
 

IT’S IN THERE: Your January calendar and Servant Schedules were emailed this 

past week. If anyone desires a hardcopy, they are located under the mailboxes. 

Please help yourself and take an extra to share with someone!  

 

MANY THANKS: to all who donated the poinsettias to adorn our Lord’s altar. These beautiful 

plants may be taken home following each of our services TODAY.   

 

LECTORS: Please remember to keep your mask ON until you are at the lectern to read and 

replace it before you head back to your pew. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 

 

THANK YOU: to Hope’s health care professionals who are assisting by 

taking temperatures every Sunday and Wednesday before worship. Also, 

thank you to our ushers and Elders for their extra work following each 

worship service to wipe down the pews with sanitizing wipes and assist in 

so many ways to help protect everyone who enters our sanctuary. (FYI—

pews, door handles, and restrooms are wiped down after each service.)  

 

KEYBOARD ADDITION: Perhaps you may have noticed, but probably not. 

There is a plexiglass shield mounted to the keyboard to assist our song leader 

and protect those seated near the keyboard. This shield was installed in June 

so that whoever is at the keyboard does not need to wear a mask as they 

lead congregational singing.   
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED: for the MOVING HOPE mobile food pantry TOMORROW. All those 

available to assist, please be here by 5:30PM ready to serve those in need.   



 

 

SPEAKING OF MASKS: THANK YOU for your adherence to our “wear your mask” policy on 

our campus. While we realize it is not the ideal situation to wear a mask while singing, it is 

done for the protection of those seated around you. Therefore, please do 

not remove your mask during congregational singing. Again, thanks for 

helping stop the spread of this virus as we work and worship together!   
 

REMINDER: that all ALL announcements for our worship bulletins MUST be received 

by NOON, TUESDAYS to be included. Verbal announcements must be requested 

by Wednesday, Noon. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 

 

PLEASE NOTE: There will be NO Wednesday worship this week.     

 

PLEASE REMEMBER: If you are unable to complete the weekly surveys (available at 

hopeplantcity.com) for worship attendance, please be sure to contact Jessica in the 

church office by NOON, Thursday so that we can work to insure proper 

social distancing during worship. We also ask for the health and safety of 

all gathered here, that everyone please WEAR YOUR MASK while on 

campus. Your help is always appreciated!  

 

PLEASE NOTE: The church office will be CLOSED for the New Year’s holiday 

beginning at NOON on December 31st and remain closed until January 4th. In 

the event of a pastoral emergency Pastor Pfeffer can be reached at 813-752-

1164 or 813-416-2373.  
 

CALLING ALL LEADERS: The Installation of Officers, Elders, and Ministry 

Teams will take place during BOTH of our worship services on Sunday, 

January 3rd. This is for all those elected or re-elected to serve our Lord and 

His people at Hope in 2021.  
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP RETURNS: in our sanctuary Wednesday, January 6th at 6:30PM.   

That’s right our Living Hope worship will begin again and YOUR help is 

needed. We need you to reach out and INVITE a friend, relative, 

neighbor, even a fellow Hope member you have not seen for some time 

to join us for this informal, casual, and contemporary worship service. Communion will be 

celebrated on the weeks that it is celebrated on Sunday mornings (1st, 3rd & 5th weeks).   
 

TO BE INSTALLED: at Christ, Lakeland on Saturday, January 9th at 3:00PM is Rev. 

Christopher Hazzard. The congregation is invited to join our brothers and sisters at 

Christ for this special occasion.   

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/home


 

 

OUR ANNUAL LEADERS MEETING: for all Ministry Team members & officers of our 

congregation will take place in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, January 14th at 6:30PM. Our 

guest speaker/leader for the night is Rev. Dr. Peter Meier, our Florida Georgia District 

Director of Outreach and Missions. Please be on time as we will end by 

8:00. PLEASE WEAR A MASK. Thanks in advance for your time. (NOTE: this 

will take the place of your regular January team meeting).   

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE: for our sister in Christ, Mary Lou Nash has been 

scheduled for Saturday, January 23rd at 2:00PM at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, Brandon where she was a founding member of the congregation. 

Preaching will be President Walton; Pastor Pfeffer will officiate.   
 

2021 FLOWER CHART: is NOW posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Altar flowers are 

a great way to mark a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or to 

remember someone special. The price this year will be $18.00 per side 

($36.00 for both sides). There is a limit to 2 bouquets per week. Please be 

sure to PRINT CLEARLY when you sign up.   

 

DID YA EVER DREAM: of going to see the Passion Play in Oberammergau Germany? As you 

may realize, due to COVID-19, the 2020 presentation of the Passion Play was postponed 

to 2022. This play has occurred every 10 years since 1634. Have you ever 

dreamed of a Danube River cruise? Well, Pastor & Liz Pfeffer will be hosting 

this amazing trip in September, 2022 joining many other LCMS Lutherans 

for this trip of a lifetime. Former LCMS President, Jerry Kieschnick will serve 

as the Bible Study leader for our time together. See Pastor or Liz if you are 

interested in joining them and a few of our Hope members on this 

inspirational and relaxing adventure!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Un-decorating Party 
 

January 3 | 11:30AM 
 

Help us un-deck the halls! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living Hope returns January 6 

Pastor & Liz Pfeffer 

This past week we sent 24 quilts to our mission 
outreach in Fort Wayne, IN who has a shelter for 
families that are in crisis due to economic stress. 
Thanks to you who supply us with sheets, 
material, and monetary donations so that we can 
continue to share our talents with others. 

Hope’s Quilters



 

 

 

Building Hope for the Future: Impact Phase 
Our November contributions to the Building Hope for the 

Future Campaign have brought our total to $433,614, which 

is more than 64% of our goal of $685,501. Thank you to all 

who share the blessings that God has given, and we pray for 

your continued support. You have faithfully worked toward 

providing Hope with a new home for our Mission and Ministry, 

even in this challenging year of 2020. We thank God as we 

watch our progress. Be well and have a very Merry Christmas!! 

To give online to Building Hope for the Future, simply go to 

Hope’s website (hopeplantcity.com) and click “GIVE HERE.” 

From Hope’s Hispanic Ministry… 

Best wishes to the entire Hope Family. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
(Luke 2:11) 

 

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/1nkt6jnhjnpj8hn83/TXwMESOW


 

Chrismons once again adorn the trees in our chancel thanks 
to the many hands who lovingly decorate our church and 
make it so warm and inviting. The word Chrismon is a 
contraction of the two words—Christ and Monogram. A 
Chrismon Tree decorated with symbols from Christian history 
tells a story of the true meaning of Christmas. 
  

Shell—Signified the Baptism of Christ 

Jerusalem Cross—A symbol of the Crusades  

Descending Dove—Represents the Holy Spirit 

Stylized Fish—Early Christians used the fish as an easily made and recognized symbol. 

Sun—A symbol of the Son of Righteousness 

Fleur de Lis—The flower of the virgin Mary 

Butterfly—A symbol of New Life and The Resurrection 

I.H.S.—The first three letters of Jesus in Greek. 

Anchor Cross—An early symbol meaning steadfastness and hope 

Shepherd's Crook—A cross, hung with Alpha and Omega to show that this staff refers to the Good Shepherd. 

The Fish—Use of the Fish as a symbol for early Christians developed because the letters of the Greek word 

for fish, Ichthus, formed and acrostic on the phrase Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior. 

Three Entwined Circles—A symbol for the Holy Trinity 

The Crown—A symbol of the Kingship of Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

Chi Rho with Alpha and Omega—The Chi Rho is the oldest monogram of Christ. The Alpha and Omega 

are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, thus the beginning and end are symbolic. 

 

 

 
The two trees on the floor of the church are the Hope Family trees.  

These are the trees that hold the many beautiful Chrismons described 

left. These trees also have a Christmas ball with the name of a Hope 

Family member.  Each family of Hope is represented by one of the 

clear balls on the trees.  The trees by the altar are known as the: 

Sinners’ tree (lectern side) and the Saints’ tree (pulpit side).   

 The Sinners’ tree is decorated with 33 red balls, to remind of the forbidden fruit of which 

God commanded Adam & Eve not to eat and also is the age of our Lord at the time of 

His death on the cross.  The ribbon through the tree is a reminder to us of the serpent—

Satan who tempted Adam & Eve to eat of the fruit.    
  

On the Saints’ tree, you will find 33 white decorations representing the purity of our Lord.  

The three white streamers remind us of the grace we receive from our Triune God—Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit and the lights are symbolic of Christ, who is the Light of the world.  



 

 In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Sue Crouse Gary Smith Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Pres. Donald Trump 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich Millie Wetz Rev. Shea & Holly Pennington Our Nation & World 
Putt Crouse Liz Miller  LCMS Synod & District Our Armed Forces 

   Hope Staff & Ministries Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Iva Albertini family friend of Keith Schmidt—mourning her death 
Douglas Brown cancer; anticipating surgery 12/23 
 father of Lou Ann Erdakos—rehab 
  
CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Kayra Cannell niece of Alan & Sue Griffin—rare form of lupus 
Mary Easton sister of Georgia Shaw—COVID; blood transfusions 
Ernie Edelman COVID; recovering at home 
John Francis father of Lou Ann Erdakos—hospitalized  

Roger Huset anticipating full shoulder replacement surgery 
Lattz family mourning death of Wendell’s brother, Lester 
Mina Medhat’s father friend of Cindy Kemp—seriously ill 
Nash family mourning death of Mary Lou 
 twin grandsons of Beverly Pirhonen—near blind; strengthening of eye muscles 

Richard Seufzer grandfather of Brooks Seufzer—pneumonia 
  

BATTLING CANCER: Debbie  Jennifer McCourt  
Austin Dobbs Derek Burt Hermann Faye Mueller Betty Snaper 
Tom Battling Ginnie Donaldson Barry Himmel Ovie Judy Strait 
Laura Blake Jace Driggers Dale Jarvis Lynn Reagin Rev. Alan Struckmeyer 

Bob Broshelle Kori Dunke Gordon Long Fran Saitta Jeannie Lee Taylor 
Dave Cannell Marcus Elam Jean Marie Mactye Becky Schlicher Rick Ward 
Mary Clapp Tim Griffie Pat Mailloux Mary Scott Mr. Wells 

Alice Correia Jerry Gross Mari Abbey Sedlacek Millie Wetz 
D JoAnne Hayashi Pat Mason Gary Smith Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Justin Rappa 
Jacob Bertsch Joshua Gross Tyler Newkirk Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 

Stephen Daniell—R Brad Landis Blake Paton—R Mike Szostkiewicz—R 
  Donnie Pittman  

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 

Please email your prayer requests to hopePCprays@gmail.com. 

mailto:hopepcprays@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request


 

 
 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (12/27/2020) ARE: 
Health Professional 8:00/Todd Warner; 10:30/Oz Vargas 
Lector 8:00/Cathie Warner; 10:30/Jim Drapp 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Brian Heipp; 10:30/Mike McMinn 
Flowers OPEN 
Offerings Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner  
Ushers Team 3     

8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin; 
10:30/ Stuart Howell,* Wendell Lattz, Andrew MacDonald, Ron MacDonald, Jack Moberg 

 
 

SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (1/3/2021) ARE: 
Health Professional 8:00/Julie Gates; 10:30/Janet Reitzel 
Lector 8:00/Tena Matthews; 10:30/Cathie Warner 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Tom Reagin; 10:30/Todd Warner 
Communion Assistant 8:00/Tom Reagin; 10:30/Todd Warner 
Flowers OPEN 
Offerings Dale & Jonie Wenzel  
Ushers Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume; 
10:30/Todd Warner,* Mack Goethe, Billy Mueller, Dora Mueller, Jim Szostkiewicz 

 
 

 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


