
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing House, Creative Communications for the Parish, The 

Fellowship Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and C.C.L.I. License #759305. We acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in 
sharing these items with us as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

The red rose on our altar is a reminder of  
our Lord who is called the “Rose of Sharon”  

in Isaiah 11:1 and is a symbol of   
the promised Messiah based on this prophesy. 
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AS WE GATHER 
Glory is the theme of both John’s account and Luke’s familiar details of the Savior’s birth. 
They are not mutually exclusive but speak of the same event. The surprise is that glory is not 
where we would have expected it or what we would have expected it to be. Hidden in the 
manger is the Word made flesh, the same creating Word that spoke all things into being. 
Hidden in the flesh of a baby is the glory of the God who becomes His people’s Savior. 
Hidden in the faith that trusts this Word are eyes to see and ears to hear the glory as of the 
only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. In the Word made flesh, God has displayed 
His glory, and that glory appeared in order to give us the right to become the children of God. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS 
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION    

“Mary Did You Know w/Silent Night”   arr: Anna Laura Page 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.                       

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: We gather in the name of the newborn King, the Son of God sent by the Father 

to be the Light of the world. 
C: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 
P: Come, let us celebrate. 
C: For unto us is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ 

the Lord. 
P: He is born... 
C: as the Word made flesh. 



 

2 

 

P: He is born... 
C: to be our Savior. 
P: He is born... 
C:  to be our King. 
P: He is born... 
C: within the hearts of those who receive Him. 
P: May our hearts be His manger! 
C:  Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN                             “O Sing of Christ”                                          LSB 362 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 
Tune: Public domain 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
P: We confess, Lord, that the celebration of our Savior's birth sometimes loses its 

impact on our lives. 
C: We may have been distracted by the jingles, the advertisements, the buying 

and the worldly preparation. 
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P: We may have thought of Christmas in terms of our finances instead of in terms of 
Your blessings. 

C: We have celebrated Christ's birth so often that we may have become 
somewhat numb to its awesome truth. 

P: We have accepted as commonplace the miracle of Your birth. 
C: We may no longer be awe-struck by the beauty and purity of Your divine 

love. 
P: Savior, were it not for Your coming, our sin and guilt would rob us of all  our 

joy, peace, and hope. 
C: In peace receive us as Your children, sinful though we be. We confess that 

our very nature is inclined to sin, and that every day, in many ways, we 
walk apart from You. In true repentance, with broken hearts, we beg Your 
forgiveness for the sake of Him whose birth we celebrate this day. 

P: Behold, I bring you good news of great joy! Through the Babe of Bethlehem, your 
sins are forgiven, not by what you have done but by Jesus, who came into this 
world to save us from our sin. Therefore, rejoice! Your sins are forgiven. In the 
name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE              "Angels We Have Heard on High"                            LSB 368 
P:             Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o'er the plains. 
C:               And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo; Gloria in Excelsis Deo. 
 

P:                Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
C:            What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heavn'ly song? 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo; Gloria in Excelsis Deo. 
 

P:               Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing. 
C:           Come adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord the newborn King! 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo; Gloria in Excelsis Deo. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray together. 
C: You are here, O God! It is time for celebration! Your promises have been 

proclaimed through the ages. With voice and musical instruments, with 
lovely melodies and joyful sounds, Your name has been heralded in the 
past, and Your great love celebrated.  Now it is our turn to worship You—
and with good reason. For in the gift of Your Son, You have given us all the 
inheritance of Your heavenly kingdom. Help us, O God, by filling not only 
our homes and churches but our hearts with the glad, the joyful sounds of 
celebration.  Amen. 
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 CHRISTMAS READINGS  
 

 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                                                       Isaiah 52:7-10 

(The Lord comforts His people.) 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who 
publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who 
says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 9Break 
forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted 
his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The Lord has bared his holy arm before the 
eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                                                                                      Hebrews 1:1-6 

(Now He has spoken through His Son.) 
1Long ago, at many times and i+n many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, 
today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a 
son”? 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's 
angels worship him.” 
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSE                         “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                LSB 359; vs. 1 & 4 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
CHRISTMAS GOSPEL                                                                                             Luke 2 
P: The heart of the Christmas message is the familiar story from Luke, Chapter two, 

the story of God's great love: 
C: And it came to pass in those days that there went out a decree. 
P: In order to show His love to us, God involved some very important people; 
C: From Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed; and this taxing 

was first made when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
P: Some people, whom others would consider unimportant: 
C: And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the City of Nazareth, into 

Judea, unto the City of David, which is called Bethlehem. 
P: As well as the remembrance of some very famous people. 
C: Because he was of the house and lineage of David. 
P: Some people with problems of their own: 
C: To be taxed with Mary, His espoused wife, being great with child. 
P: We know who that child was, of course, for this is the very heart of the Christmas 

story; 
C: Christ is the heart of Christmas! 
P: And so it was that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 

should be delivered. And she brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped Him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger. Apparently, there were some 
people who didn't even care: 



 

6 

 

C: Because there was no room for them in the inn. 
P: On that first Christmas, there were other people there who almost went 
 unnoticed; 
C: And there were in the same country, shepherds abiding in the field, 
 keeping watch over their flocks by night. 
P: There were some surprising participants: 
C: And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone round about them. 
P: And a rather obvious result: 
C: And they were sore afraid. 
P: They needn't be afraid, for what the angel had to say was good news. 
C: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and singing: 
(tune: LSB 380) 

Hark ! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled! 

Joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Hail the heav'n born prince of Peace!  Hail the sun of righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
P: This is the Christmas Gospel of our Lord. 
 
SERMON HYMN                     “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”                                LSB 386 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE                 “#BestGiftEVER!”                          2 Corinthians 9:15 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 

 
CHRISTMAS PRAYERS 
P: On this festive day as we celebrate the incarnation of our Lord, Jesus Christ, let 

us now lift up holy hands in prayer for the Church and the world.  Lord God, 
heavenly Father, as You have caused Your eternal light to dawn on our darkness 
in the incarnation of Your only begotten Son, cause His glory to shine on us in 
the grace and truth of His Word, so that we may receive Him with joy and believe 
on His name. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: As You have given us new birth as Your children in Holy Baptism, keep far from 

us the error that we could in any way come to You by our own works or will. Fix 
our eyes on the descent of Your Son into our flesh to save us, so that we might 
hold fast to the truth that He alone could restore us to You. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: As Your Son upholds the universe by the word of His power, grant our nation to 

walk in humility before You. Bless all our soldiers this day who stand watch in 
foreign lands. Keep them in safety as they serve us, and uphold their families 
while they are apart. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Look in mercy on the destitute of the world. Overcome every form of selfishness 

that leaves so many without the necessities of life. Open Your hand through us, 
that their desires might be satisfied, and their sorrow turned to joy. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Your Son took up our flesh that He might heal and restore it, according to Your 

good purposes; let His healing hand be upon all the sick and those who suffer in 
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our midst especially Douglas Brown, Ernie Edelman, Jerrie Edelman, Roger 
Huset, Gary Smith, and Millie Wetz. Comfort those who grieve this day with the 
truth that the Babe of Bethlehem was born that the dead might live. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: As the great love that laid Your Son in a manger lays His flesh and blood down 

before us in bread and wine, grant us grace to bow our hearts before Him with all 
those in heaven and on earth who adore Him, that we might receive His 
forgiveness and life with repentant joy. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Joining in heaven’s eternal praise for the revelation of Your love in Your Word 

made flesh, we boldly lay all our petitions before You, dear Father, trusting that 
You will hear us for His sake, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                        (tune: LSB 361) 

Our Father, Lord, on heav'n's high throne, Most holy be Your name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done On earth- in heav'n the same. 

Give us this day the food we need; Forgiven may we be;  
Into temptation do not lead; From evil set us free. 

 

Yours is the kingdom; unto You In grateful love we bow;  
And Yours the pow'r, Lord, let us view Your mighty presence now.  

The glory Yours; Your praise be sung By angel hosts and me  
In ev'ry land, by ev'ry tongue Forevermore!  Amen. 

 

 
PREFACE                                                                                        
P: May the Lord be with you, always.  
C: May the Lord be with you, too. 
P: As we lift our hearts to praise Him, 
C: let us thank our God anew. 
P: It is good and right to praise Him. 
C: It is proper so to do. Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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P: It is truly good, right and proper... Therefore, with angels and archangels, the 
saints in heaven and those on earth, we glorify Your name. 

 
CONSECRATION                                                                                         (tune: LSB 358) 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and eat, this is 
my body… take and drink, this is my blood.” We prepare to receive what Jesus has promised to 
share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink this wine, Christ nourishes us, 
forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.  

 
C:                The night Lord Jesus was betrayed He took the bread,  

and when He'd prayed He broke and gave them of the bread 
And unto His disciples said: 

 

(The pastor offers the Words of Institution for the bread.) 
 

C:                               Then, when the sacred meal was o'er,  
Our blessed Savior spoke once more; 

He offered thanks, and lifted up, To give to all, the blessed cup. 
 

(The pastor offers the Words of Institution for the cup.) 
 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you 
C: And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                                                  (tune: LSB 358) 

O Lamb of God, You take away, The sin of all; now hear us pray, 
And grant us from our sin release; Have mercy on us!  Grant us peace! 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed in the Christian faith; 
2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity and recognize their own need for 
forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord is truly present in, with and under the 
bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament God gives us forgiveness of sins and 
strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is 
your sincere belief, then joyfully share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please 
remain seated for a time of prayer on the many blessings God has given you.  If you have any 
questions, please see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone 
who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is also 
served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
 

Our COVID-19 procedure for today: 1We will commune the pulpit side, then the lectern side; 2Be 
sure to use the hand sanitizer before you exit your pew to come forward; 3Keep your mask ON 
until you approach the altar, and at that time, you may lower your mask to receive the Sacrament. 
Please return your mask to its “normal position” as you return to your seats. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN                   “Away in a Manger”                                        LSB 364 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
THANKSGIVING                          "From Heaven Above"               LSB 358; vs.13, 14 & 15 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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BENEDICTION 
P:      May almighty God, who sent His Son to take our nature upon Him, bless you in 

this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the 
light of His holiness. 

C:      Amen. 
P: God, who sent His angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior's birth fill you 

with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. 
C:      Amen. 
P:      God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, 

give you His peace and favor.  
C:      Amen. 
P:     Almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit bless you and keep you 

and send you forth with great joy! 
C:      Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG                             "Christmas News”                               (tune: WOV 793) 
Christmas news Christ is born, Night has fled bright the dawn, Angel hosts greet 

the morn, Shepherds there adore Him, Wise men kneel before Him 
 

(Chorus)                           Lift your hearts today, Mercy starts today 
Christmas news Christ is born, Christ our Lord and Savior 

 

Christmas news Christ the boy, Israel's hope Mary's joy—Herod's hate can't          
           destroy, Now He takes our nature, Grows in grace and stature (Chorus) 

 

Christmas news Christ stoops low, All our grief He will know,  
        Every hurt every blow, Like His human brothers—Yet unlike all others (Chorus) 

 

Christmas news christ the Lord, In our world has restored,  
What was spoilt what was flawed, Praise His incarnation, Cross and resurrection  

(Chorus) 
 

CCLI Song # 5077315 | David Mowbray | David Peacock | © Words: 1987 David Mowbray - The Jubilate Group (Admin. by Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing for various 
regions) (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company) | Music: David Peacock - The Jubilate Group (Admin. by Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing for various regions) (Admin. 

by Hope Publishing Company) | For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 759305 

 
POSTLUDE                            “For Unto Us A Child Is Born”                           G.F. Handel 
                

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse


 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Serving the Lord this Christmas Day: 
 

Officiant................................................................Rev. Dean Pfeffer, Senior Pastor 
Organist..........................................................Christine Mansell, Director of Music 
Lector………………………….……………………………………………..………………...…Carl Bergner 
Elder on Duty.....................................................................................Mike McMinn 
Communion Assistant……………………………………………………….…………..Mike McMinn 
Flowers………………………..………………………………………………………………....Hope’s Staff 
Ushers………………………………………………………………………………………………………Team 2 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 

the Staff of Hope Lutheran Church in memory and in honor of ALL of Hope’s members & friends 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Merry Christmas 

from the Staff of Hope Lutheran Church 

Pastor Pfeffer    Pastor Miguel     

Christine   Jessica 
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