
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing House, Creative Communications for the Parish, The 

Fellowship Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and C.C.L.I. License #759305. We acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in 
sharing these items with us as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

The red rose on our altar is a reminder of  
our Lord who is called the “Rose of Sharon”  

in Isaiah 11:1 and is a symbol of   
the promised Messiah based on this prophesy. 
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AS WE GATHER 
Even the way we say it often masks Him who is the center of it all. Merry Christmas, we say! The 
world has attempted to take over the holy day and make it a generic holiday. But hidden in the 
name is the One whose promise, annunciation, incarnation, and birth make this night unique. 
Tonight, we work to remember what is so easily forgotten and to rehearse the who, what, and 
why of this special day. We come to hear the Word of God, to have our Lord’s birth placed in 
context with all the glorious details, and to meet Christ, our everlasting gift. Tonight, we put the 
Christ and the Mass together again and respond with joyful acclamation: Christ is born! 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
PRELUDE        “’What Child Is This’ w/’Lullay, Thou Little Tiny Child’”  arr: Mary McDonald   
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
(Please stand and face Processional Cross) 

 
THE CHRISTMAS RESPONSE & CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: Arise, shine for your light has come! 
C: Oh, come let us adore Him! 
Women:  And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you! 
C: Oh, come let us adore Him! 
Men: And the nations shall come to Your light, and kings to the brightness of 

your rising! 
C: Oh, come let us adore Him! 
P: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given! 
C: Oh, come let us adore Him! 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN         “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”                                   LSB 379 

 
(Musical interlude) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

OUR ADORATION AND PRAISE 
P: Blessed are you, O Christ, Son of God, 
C: You were before time began, and came into this world to save us. 
P: Blessed are you, Son of Righteousness, 
C: You shine with the Father's love and illuminate the whole world. 
P: Blessed are you, Son of Mary, 
C: Born a child, you shared our humanity. 
P: Blessed are you, Son of David, 
C: Born to rule, you received gifts from the Wise Men. 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly King, 
C Teaching and preaching, healing and comforting, You proclaimed the 

kingdom. 
P: With all your people on earth and your holy angels, we join together this 

Christmas Eve glorifying God in the highest. 
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 “Angels We Have Heard on High”                     LSB 368; vs. 1-2 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYER 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you this holy night. 
P: Let us pray. O loving God, You once caused this holy night to shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. Turn our thoughts toward Bethlehem and the Christ 
Child. May the words of Scripture remind us once again that the old story of Your 
birth is ever so new. May the carols and hymns we sing, reveal to us again the 
wonder and mystery of the birth of our Savior. May the candles before us and 
around us symbolize your Son, the light of the world.  May all who know the 
mystery of that Light on earth come to the full measure of the joys in heaven. 

C: Amen. Help us, O Lord, to truly celebrate Your birth this night. 
P: Yes, Lord, help this night to glory in Your radiant light! 
 

C:  (sung) Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing, 
Come adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the new born King. 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo, Gloria in Excelsis Deo. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC            “The Savior Has Become My Son Tonight”      arr: Jeff Lippencott 
Kristin Reagin, soloist 

 
 
 
 
 

 CHRISTMAS EVE READINGS  
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                                                       Isaiah 7:10-14 
10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol 
or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 
13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you 
weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
NEW TESTAMENT                                                                                       1 John 4:7-16 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, 
God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.13By this we know that we abide in him and 
he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe 
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                “O Holy Night”          words: Cappeau de Roquemaure  

Kristin Reagin, soloist                    Music: Adolphe C. Adam 
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THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL IN DIALOG & SONG: 
P: In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 

taken of the entire Roman world. This was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone went to his own town to 
register. 

Men: So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and 
line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expecting a child.  

Women:  While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

P: And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them:  

Voice: "Fear not! I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the 

town of David, a savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign 
to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger..." 

P: Suddenly, a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and singing:                    

C:                                                                                                 (tune: LSB 380) 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful all you nations rise; Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

Hail the heav'n born prince of peace!  Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, Ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, Born to give us second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

P: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another; 

Men: "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened which the 
Lord has told us about." 

P: So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. 
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C: When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds said to them. 

P: But Mary treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
C: The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 

they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
 
THE CHRISTMAS PROFESSION OF FAITH                     (responses sung; tune: LSB 370) 
C:         What child is this, who, Laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

P: I believe that Jesus Christ—True God, Son of the Father from eternity and true 
man, born of the Virgin Mary is my Lord. 

 

C:       This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and  
angels sing; Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 

P: At great cost He has saved and redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
 person. He has freed me from sin, death, and the power of the devil. 
 

C:   Why lies he in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

 

P: Not with silver or gold, but with his holy and precious blood and his innocent 
suffering and death. 

 

C:    Nails, spear shall pierce him through The cross be borne for me,  
for you; Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 

P: All this He has done that I might be His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness. 

 

C:    So bring him incense, gold and myrrh Come, peasant, king, to own Him.  
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

 

P: Just as He is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally. 
 

C:        Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 

P: This is most certainly true. 
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THE SERMON HYMN             “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”                                 LSB 374 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE MESSAGE                                                                                 Luke 2 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE         “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                   LSB 361 

 

 

What do You want from 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Note: The Offering is received in the back of the Sanctuary. 

 
THE CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYERS 
P: O gracious Savior, King of Glory, promised of old to men and nations, we poor 

sinners are in need of Your indwelling grace and love each day. Without You we 
have no hope. 

C: Come, glorious Redeemer, come! 
P: O glorious Emmanuel, fulfill, we pray the promise of Your name and come to be 

with us now and forever. 
C: O come, O come, Emmanuel! 
P: O Holy Child of Bethlehem, Redeemer of lost mankind, come to us, we pray and 

make Your home with Your people. 
C: O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray! 
P: O blessed Christ Child, who has left Your throne and glories of heaven to come 

to earth to share our miseries, we welcome You! 
C: Come, dearest Jesus, Holy Child! 
P: O love beyond all measure, O grace deeper than the depth of the sea, we stand 

beside Your manger. To You we give our heart, our soul our all. 
C: Bless us, O Lord, as we receive the Christmas message into our hearts. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                (tune: LSB 366) 

Our Father, Lord, on heav'ns high throne, Most holy be Your name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done On earth—in heav'n the same. 

Give us this day the food we need; Forgiven may we be; 
Into temptation do not lead; From evil set us free. 
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Yours is the kingdom; unto You In grateful love we bow; 
And Yours the pow'r, Lord, let us view Your mighty presence now. 

The glory Yours; Your praise be sung By angel hosts and men  
In ev'ry land, by ev'ry tongue Forevermore!  Amen. 

 

 
  
THE CANDLELIGHT HYMN     "Silent Night, Holy Night"                            LSB 363                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                               with Hope Ringers 
(While the candles are being lit, the bells will play through one verse; 

then, with the bells & piano, we will hum a verse; following that we will lift our voices in song.) 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 



 

10 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: May almighty God, who sent His Son to take our nature upon Him, bless you in 

this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the 
light of His holiness. 

C: Amen. 
P: God, who sent His angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior's birth fill you 

with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. 
C: Amen. 
P: God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, 

give you His peace and favor.  
C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit bless you and keep you 

and send you forth with great joy! 
C: Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 
(Please extinguish candles & place in box in the Narthex as you leave worship.) 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN                          "Joy To The World"                                          LSB 387 
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POSTLUDE                                  “Joy To The World”                     (Handel) James Marriett 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We invite you to join us for our 
Candlelight Communion Service at 10:30pm 

and 
 

Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion at 10:30am 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Serving the Lord this Christmas Eve: 

 
Officiant..............................................................Rev. Dean R. Pfeffer, Senior Pastor 
Musicians.........................................................Christine Mansell, Director of Music 

Patricia Bender, Barbara Carnicelli, Susan Johns, Vic Larsen 
Soloist……………………………………………………………………………………….…….Kristin Reagin 
Handbell Choir Director……………………………………….…….………….....Barbara Carnicelli 
Crucifer……………………...……………..….…6:30/Lana Hartmann; 10:30/Lana Hartmann 
Torch Bearers………………………………………..6:30/Kaylee Greatens & Tristan Mercier;  

10:30/Bryan Greatens & Abby Kelly 
Lector…………………………………..……..….…6:30/Tena Matthews; 10:30/Gloria Warner 
Elder on Duty.............................................6:30/Jim Carnicelli; 10:30/Todd Warner 
Communion Assistant………………………..…..................................10:30/Todd Warner 
Flowers………………………..…………………………………………………………………....Hope’s Staff 
Health Care Professional on Duty………….6:30/Oz Vargas; 10:30/April Walkenhorst 
Ushers………………………..……………………………………………………………………..………Team 2 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 

the Staff of Hope Lutheran Church in memory and in honor of ALL of Hope’s members & friends



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
                



 

 

Merry Christmas 

from the Staff of Hope Lutheran Church 

Pastor Pfeffer    Pastor Miguel     

Christine   Jessica 
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