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A Series of Special Services for Advent 
 

December 16, 2020 | 6:30pm 
 

Sing praises to the Lord. Psalm 30:4 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADVENT-CHRISTMAS HYMN SING 
 
FAMILY ADVENT CRAFT & CONVERSATION 
                           
INVOCATION 
P: God says, “wherever two or three gather in my name, there I Am with them.” 

(Matthew 18:20) 
 
 
 

 LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH  
 

 
 
 

(Two blue candles and the pink candle are lit.) 
 
C: Jesus you are the light of the world. 
P: We always live in your presence 
C:  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
P: Now is the time to worship. 
C: Now is the time to stop and be still and know that Jesus is God. 
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P: Today we praise God for the gift of his Son! 
C: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus! 
P: Today we rejoice and sing praises to God for sending Jesus to be our Savior! 
C: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus! 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask him to forgive us. 
C: Almighty God, we often forget to thank you for all of your gifts, especially 

for the gift of your Son. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 
P: God sent his Son to be our Savior. Jesus died on the cross and rose from the 

dead for you. I announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

C: We will praise God now and forever for his love and mercy! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Heavenly Father, during this Advent season we are getting ready to celebrate the 

birth of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Help us to be filled with joy so that 
others will see your love shining through us and want to join us in worship and 
praise for all that you have done for us in Jesus. Hear our prayer and accept our 
praise in Jesus’ name.  

C: Amen. 
 
SENTENCES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

(The leader says the lines and performs the motions.  
The children and adults REPEAT the words and copy the motions.) 

 
Mary, Jesus’ mother (Rock a “baby” in your arms) 

 
Went on a trip to see (Walk in place) 

 
Elizabeth, John’s mother, (Rock a “baby” in your arms) 

 
Part of her family. (Hug self) 

 
Elizabeth was filled with joy (Raise hands high in surprise) 

 
And said, “How can it be (Tap side of head with finger, as if thinking) 

 
That you, the mother of my Lord, (Point forward) 

 
Have come to visit me?” (Point at self) 
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 ADVENT READINGS  
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                                                       Exodus 15:1-2 
Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, “I will sing to the 
Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, 
and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him.” 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                         Luke 1:41-44 
And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your 
greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.” 
 
SONG                                            “Christmas Offering”  

Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star,  
while angels sang to lowly shepherds. 

Three wise men seeking truth, traveled from afar,  
hoping to find the child from Heaven; 

Falling on their knees, they bowed before the humble, Prince of Peace. 
 

(Chorus)                        I bring an offering of worship to my King; 
No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing, 

Jesus, may You receive the honor that You’re due; 
O Lord, I bring an offering to You.   I bring an offering to You. 

 

The sun cannot compare to the glory of Your love;  
there is no shadow in your presence; 

No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne,  
before the Holy One of Heaven; 

            It’s only by Your blood, it’s only through Your Mercy, Lord, I come. (Chorus) 
 

CCLI Song # 7005509 | Words & Music by Paul Baloche | © 2003 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music | For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  
All rights reserved. | CCLI License # 759305 

 
MESSAGE                                      “Thank You, God!" 

Rev. Shea Pennington 
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SONG                                               “We Bow Down”                                        ABS (1) 26 
You are Lord of creation and Lord of my life, Lord or the land and the sea. 

You were Lord of the heaven before there was time, And Lord of all lords You will be! 
 

(Chorus 1)    

We bow down—— and we worship You, Lord. We bow down—— 
and we worship You, Lord. We bow down—— and we worship You, Lord. 

Lord of all lords You will be! 
 

You are King of creation and King of my life, King of all land and the sea. 
You were King of the heaven before there was time, And King of all kings You will be! 

 

(Chorus 2)    

We bow down—— and we crown You the King. We bow down—— 
and we crown You the King. We bow down—— and we crown You the King. 

King of all Kings You will be! 
 

You will be! 
 

“We Bow Down”, words and music by Twila Paris, © 1984 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.),  
All rights Reserved. CCLI License No. 759305 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Let’s pray the Lord’s Prayer together. 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
P: “The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; 
C: This is my God, and I will praise him!” 
P: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
C: Amen.  
 

P: Now let us go full of praise and with the Light of Christ to connect people to 
Jesus, because we are now entering the mission field. 

C: “Here am I. Send Me!” 
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CLOSING SONG            “Joy To The World (Unspeakable Joy)” 
Joy to the world!  The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King. 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; Let all their songs employ. 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

(Bridge)     Joy, unspeakable joy!  An overflowing well; No tongue can tell! 
Joy, unspeakable joy!  It rises in my soul, never lets me go! 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love. 
(Repeat Bridge) 

CCLI Song # 5607039; Words and Music by Isaac Watts, George Frederic Handel, Christ Tomlin, Ed Cash and Matt Gilder, © worshiptogether.com songs / sixsteps Music / Vamos 
Publishing / Alletrop Music / Ryan House Music; All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 759305 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Worship Leader....................................................................Rev. Shea Pennington 
Music Leader.……........................................................................Christine Mansell 

Praise Team 
Health Professional……………………………………………...…Carol Walkenhorst 
Elder on Duty......................................................................................Todd Warner 
 
 
 

By Carol Geisler. © 2020 Creative Communications for the Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc., 1564 Fencorp 
Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved.

Serving the Lord 

this Advent evening: 



 

 



 

 

 
 

In this special mid-week Advent worship series, we contemplate the many ways we 

prepare ourselves for the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas, taking cues from the 

psalms of old and from those whom God chose to play a part in the story of our Lord’s 

birth. As we draw near to the manger bed of our Savior from sin and death, our hearts 

prepare him room for his everlasting love. 
 

 

 

 

Family Advent Conversation 
 

Praise 
 

1. What are you most excited about as you wait for Christmas to 

come? 

 

2. What is your favorite Christmas songs to sing? 

 

3. Who will you invite to worship on Christmas Eve or Christmas 

Day (in-person and/or worship online)? 
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