
Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication  

with thanksgiving let  
your requests be  

made known 
to God. 

 

Philippians 4:6 

 



In many ways, this proclamation, made by President 
Abraham Lincoln, set the precedent for America’s National 
Day of Thanksgiving. 
 

“The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled 
with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To 
these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are 
prone to forget the source from which they come, others have 
been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they 
cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is 
habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of 
Almighty God. . . . No human counsel hath devised nor hath 
any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the 
gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing 
with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered 
mercy. It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be 
solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one 
heart and one voice by the whole American people. I do 
therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United 
States, and also those who are at sea and those who are 
sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last 
Thursday of November next, as a day of thanksgiving and 
prayer to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the 
heavens.” 
 

Today, we join in giving thanks and praise to our loving 
heavenly Father. 
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AS WE GATHER 
A Day of National Thanksgiving is an honored tradition in this nation. But thankfulness to 
God is something that transcends national borders and the boundaries of time. God’s people 
are always thankful people, for they know what great things He has done and continues to 
do for them. In Martin Luther’s explanation of the First Article of the Creed, he states that in 
response to God’s great gifts, it is the Christian’s “duty to thank and praise, serve and obey 
Him.” Our worship is one way through which we carry out that joyful duty. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS    “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”           Hope Ringers       
 
PRELUDE                             “’Tis the Gift to be Simple”                   sett’g: John A. Benke 
 
INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation! 
C: Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise 

to Him with songs of praise! 
P: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and a 

song of praise is fitting. 
C: Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre! 
P: Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to 

Him; bless His name! 
C: For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His 

faithfulness to all generations. 

Thanksgiving Worship 
 



2 

OPENING HYMN                “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                          LSB 892 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: I will go to the altar of God, 
C: to God my exceeding joy. 
P: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
C: Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God, our gracious Father. 
P: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Creator of all things, we 

confess that we are indeed sinful. We have broken our fellowship with You 
and have turned away from one another in our thinking, speaking, and 
doing. We have done the evil You forbid and have not done the good You 
demand. We have not lived lives that are continuing expressions of 
gratitude. We do repent and are truly sorry for all of our sins. Have mercy 
on us because of Jesus, our Lord and the source of our salvation. Grant 
that, by the working of the Holy Spirit, we live faithfully and with full 
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thankfulness until that time when we rejoice together in Your eternal 
presence. 

P: God has promised forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him 
for grace. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. The Lord keep you steadfast in the Holy Spirit, lead you to greater 
faith and obedience, grant you a spirit of ongoing thankfulness, and finally bring 
you to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE                                “Forever”                                               ABS (3) 5 

Give thanks to the Lord our God and King; His love endures forever. 
For He is good, He is above all things; His love endures forever.  

Sing praise, sing praise. 
 

With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; His love endures forever. 
For the life that’s been reborn; His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. Sing praise, sing praise. 
 

(Chorus)  Forever God is faithful, Forever God is strong, Forever God is with us,  
forever. Forever God is faithful, Forever God is strong, 

Forever God is with us, Forever, forever. 
 

From the rising to the setting sun His love endures forever. 
And by the grace of God we will carry on; His love endures forever. 

             Sing praise, sing praise. Sing praise, sing praise. (Chorus)                
 

CCLI Song # 3148428, Chris Tomlin © 2001 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) sixsteps Music 
 (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) All rights reserved. CCLI License # 759305 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P:   Let us pray. Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning,  
C: and You graciously provide for all our needs of body and soul.  
P: Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your goodness,  
C: give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all our 

days;  
P: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
C: one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                                             Deuteronomy 8:1-10 

(A call to remember the goodness of the Lord) 
1“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you 
may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore to give to your 
fathers. 2And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these 
forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your 
heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. 3And he humbled you and let you 
hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he 
might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word 
that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 4Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot 
did not swell these forty years. 5Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, 
the Lord your God disciplines you. 6So you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your 
God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7For the Lord your God is bringing you into a 
good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and 
hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive 
trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack 
nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10And you 
shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land he has given 
you. 
 

L:   This is the Word of the Lord.  
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                                                                                 Philippians 4:6-20  

(Doing everything with thanksgiving to God) 
6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, 
brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 10I rejoiced in 
the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed 
concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in need, for 
I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be brought low, and I 
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens 
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me. 14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves know that 
in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership 
with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me help 
for my needs once and again. 17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to 
your credit. 18I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received 
from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing 
to God. 19And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. 20To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

L:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:    Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSE                             “Sing to the Lord of Harvest”                  LSB 893; vs. 1 & 3 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                           Luke 17:11–19 

(One leper of ten healed shows gratitude to Jesus) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord! 
 

11On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12And as he 
entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13and lifted up their 
voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he saw them he said to them, 
“Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15Then one 
of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and 
he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus 
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answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was no one found to return and 
give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your 
faith has made you well.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
SONG OF THE DAY            “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” 
(Chorus)   Bless the Lord, O my soul, O— my soul; Worship His holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name. 
 

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, it’s time to sing Your song again. 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,  

            let me be singing when the evening comes. (Chorus) 
 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger, Your name is great and  
Your heart is kind. For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing;  

                      Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. (Chorus and Musical Interlude) 
 

And on that day, when my strength is failing,the end draws near,  
and my time has come; Still, my soul will sing  

              Your praise unending ten thousand years,  and then forever more! (Chorus) 
  

(Final Chorus)  Bless the Lord, O my soul, O— my soul; Worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name, 

       Worship Your holy name—, Lord, I’ll worship Your holy name. (Musical Interlude) 
 

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name, 
Worship Your holy name, worship Your holy name. 

 
CCLI Song # 6016351, Words and Music by  Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman,  © 2011 Thankyou Music / Said And Done Music / sixsteps Music / SHOUT! Music Publishing / 

worship together.com songs,  All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 759305 

 
MESSAGE                                     "Thanksgiving 2020"             Deut. 8:1-10; Phil. 4:6-20 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 
CATECHISM 
P: Confessing faith and expressing thanks are completely linked together. In the 

Small Catechism, Martin Luther underscored the theme of thankfulness in his 
explanation of the First Article of the Creed, which focuses on God the Creator. 
Together we say: 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
P: What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He 

has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and 
all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

C: For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
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P: He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all 
that I need to support this body and life. 

C: For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
P: He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All 

this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit 
or worthiness in me. 

C: For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is 
most certainly true. 

 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Let us pray to the Lord with thanksgiving for all His blessings and with trust in His 

mercy to hear and answer us.  For the richness of His creation and for His grace 
to sustain what He has made, for the bounty of resources that sustain our daily 
lives, and for the good fruit of the earth by which we and all creatures are fed and 
nourished, let us give thanks to the Lord:  

C: Thanks be to God. 
P: For the commands that protect us against harm and guide us into all that is good 

and pleasing to the Lord, for the Gospel by which we enjoy forgiveness and life, 
and for courage to share this blessed Word with those who do not know the Lord, 
let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the government and order in our land and in the world; for those who lead us 

in this nation and for all leaders of all nations; and for the blessing of justice, the 
protection of life and the promotion of virtue, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For our life together as God’s people in this place, for the Church throughout the 

world, for the missionaries planting new churches, and for our unity in doctrine 
and life, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For those who suffer illness of body or mind, for those who sorrow at the loss of 

those they love, for those near death, and especially for Ernie Edelman, Jerrie 
Edelman, Mary Lou Nash, Gary Smith, Joyce Warner, and Millie Wetz, let us 
pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the Holy Communion of Christ’s body and blood, for faith to receive this gift 

with joy, for the will and desire to amend our sinful lives, and for grace to show 
forth in our lives the fruits of Christ’s redemption, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For thankful hearts, that we may not forget the poor and those in need; for 

generosity, that we may supply from our abundance those in want; and for the 
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tithes and offerings we bring in gratitude for all God’s gifts, let us pray to the 
Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: In all things, O Lord, grant to us grace not to think more highly of ourselves than 

we ought, but to honor You above all and to love our neighbors as ourselves. On 
our own we have nothing that will endure, but You have granted to us all things in 
Christ and the life that does not end. Hear Your people for the sake of and in the 
name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, with whom, in whom and through whom all honor 
and glory is Yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C: Amen. 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and eat, 
this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what Jesus has 
promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink this wine, 
Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence. 

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                   “Jesus, Lamb of God”                            (tune: LSB 892) 

Jesus, Lamb of God, we pray, Show Your mercy here this day. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, do Thou, Shower mercy on us now. 

Gather Thou Thy people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin: 
Come with all Thine angels, come, Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 
Text: James R. Pierce. Copyright © 2010 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed in 
the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity and 
recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord is truly 
present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament God gives us 
forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of responsibility in the 
whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully share this sacrament with 
us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time of prayer on the many blessings 
God has given you.  If you have any questions, please see a pastor or an elder. Please 
remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the 
body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary 
restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free 
wafers are available upon request.  
 

Our COVID-19 procedure for today: 1We will commune the pulpit side, then the lectern side; 
2Be sure to use the hand sanitizer before you exit your pew to come forward; 3Keep your 
mask ON until you approach the altar, and at that time, you may lower your mask to receive 
the Sacrament. Please return your mask to its “normal position” as you return to your seats. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN        “We Praise You, O God”                                           LSB 785 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 



10 

THANKSGIVING                 “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”               LSB 806 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our 
church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are true 
bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our purpose.  Convict us 
of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In Jesus name. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’   
 
CLOSING HYMN                       “Now Thank We All Our God”                             LSB 895 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
POSTLUDE                                “Nun Danket Alle Gott”                            sett’g: Brad Hall                  



 

 

 
Serving the Lord this Thanksgiving Eve: 

 

We, the staff of Hope Lutheran Church, give thanks to our creating,  
loving and all-providing God FOR YOU and WITH YOU! 

Pastor Pfeffer       Pastor Miguel       Pastor Shea 

Christine      Jessica  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In this special mid-week Advent worship series, we contemplate the many ways we prepare 

ourselves for the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas, taking cues from the psalms of old and 

from those whom God chose to play a part in the story of  our Lord’s birth. As we draw near to the 

manger bed of  our Savior from sin and death, our hearts prepare him room for his everlasting love. 
 

ADVENT WEDNESDAYS 

4:30PM—Traditional Worship   |   6:30PM—Family Worship 
(NO fellowship meals this year) 

 

DECEMBER 2: Ponder (Psalm 48:9 & Luke 1:30-33, 38): We consider ways in which we 

can ponder the meaning of the birth of our Savior through the reading of Scripture and 

through reflection. Mary serves as a model for us in this pondering in the Annunciation. 

DECEMBER 9: Pray (Psalm 69:13 & Luke 1:13-17): We think about ways in which we can 

take more time during this season to communicate to our God through prayer as we wait 

for Christ. Zechariah, who went to the temple to pray, serves as an example for us of how 

hard that waiting in prayer can be. 

DECEMBER 16: Praise (Psalm 30:4 & Luke 1:41-44): We celebrate the upcoming arrival of 

our Savior through songs and shouts of praise as we prepare for him. Elizabeth, in her 

greeting of Mary, provides a benchmark for rejoicing with others over the good news of 

salvation in Jesus, even as we wait. 
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