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VOTERS MEETING AGENDA 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

November 15, 2020 
 

Opening Prayer – Pastor Pfeffer 
 
Roll Call – (visual count) need 10% for quorum 
 
Approval of the Minutes – Liz Pfeffer 

   November 17, 2019 
 January 19, 2020 (Special Meeting) 

 
Membership Matters – Pastor Pfeffer 
 
Consent Agenda of Ministry Reports 
 Senior Pastor 
 Associate Pastor 
 President 
 Past President 
 Vice President 
 Elders 
 Christian Growth and Discipleship 
 Fellowship 
 Health 
 Missions & Outreach 
 Music 
 Stewardship and Human Care 
 Trustees 
 Youth 
 Construction Committee 
 
Financial Report –Dodie Walker & Daniel Pfeffer 
 
Old Business  

Building/Construction Committee 
 
New Business 
 Proposed Constitutional Change 
 Blueprint for Mission & Ministry 2021 
 Officers and Ministry Teams 2021 
 FL-GA District Nominations 
 
Adjournment and Closing Prayer – Pastor Shea



 

Voter’s Meeting 
November 17, 2019 

 
President, Dave Booher opened the meeting. A visual count (10% needed for a quorum) was done. It was 
determined that the quorum was met. Pastor Pfeffer opened with a devotion (Imagine More/Song) and prayer. 
The minutes from the regularly scheduled Voter’s meeting of May 2019 were presented. Mack Goethe made a 
motion to accept the minutes as presented. Ken Hartmann seconded. All in favor, motion carried. John Koren 
made a motion to accept the September Special Voter’s Meeting minutes held on the 29th. John Walsh 
seconded. All in favor, motion carried.  

President Dave Booher asked for any questions or comments regarding the Consent Agenda presented in the 
packet. Jim Drapp made a motion for the reports to be accepted as presented. Nora Trivunovich seconded.  All 
in favor, motion carried. 

Financial Report – Dodie Walker presented the financial report. President Dave Booher asked for any questions. 
Tom Reagin made a motion to accept the financial report as presented. Mack Goethe seconded. All in favor, 
motion carried. 

Old Business: 

o None 

 

New Business: 

o Mission and Ministry Blueprint—After some queries were answered, Doug Shaw made a motion to 

accept the Blueprint as presented. Tracie Adkins seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

o Officers/Ministry Teams presented—Mack Goethe made a motion to accept the slates as presented. 

Nora Trivunovich seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 

o Building Committee Report—a packet with information was distrusted and reviewed by Dave Booher 

and Jim Drapp. 

o A special thank you to Dave Booher for serving this past year as Congregational President! 

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  

Pastor Shea closed prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Liz Pfeffer, Secretary 



 

Special Voter’s Meeting 
January 19, 2020 

 
President, Ken Hartmann opened the meeting. A visual count (10% needed for a quorum) was done. It was 
determined that the quorum was met. Pastor Pfeffer opened with a prayer.   

Ken Hartmann gave the floor to Jim Drapp to review the financials for the new Sanctuary.  Queries were answered. 

The floor was then turned over to Dave Booher to review additional items contained in the packets, including options.  
Queries were answered. 

Ken Hartmann read the following resolution that the building committee was presenting.  

RESOLUTION FROM BUILDING COMMITTEE – January 19, 2020 

Whereas the Congregation of Hope Lutheran Church desires to build a new church sanctuary; and 
Whereas the Building Committee has had a design prepared by Dykes Johnson Architects, and has negotiated a 
construction proposal with Clayton Jenkins Construction Co.; and  
 
Whereas the Building Committee recommends acceptance of the design from Dykes Johnson Architects and the 
construction proposal from Clayton Jenkins Construction Co.; and 
Whereas the members of Hope Lutheran Church recognize that the Lord has blessed us immeasurably more than 
we could ever imagine through the Capital Campaign for this project as well as in all other areas of our lives; 
 
Be It Therefore Resolved that the Board of Directors be authorized to enter into a contract with Clayton Jenkins 
Construction Co. for the construction of a New Church Sanctuary based on the plans prepared by Dykes Johnson 
Architects for this purpose, which contract will not exceed the total amount of $1,722,000; and 
 
Be it Further Resolved that the Board of Directors enter into a mortgage with the Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund in an amount not to exceed $1,650,000; and 
 
Be it Further Resolved that the Board of Directors be authorized to expend funds from the Building Hope fund 
for the purpose of obtaining permits, paying fees, making mortgage payments and completing the construction 
of the New Church Sanctuary; and  
 
Be it Finally Resolved that the Board of Directors establish a construction committee under the oversight and 
reporting directly to the Board; the duties of said committee will be to manage and coordinate the construction 
and to prepare written monthly reports describing the progress of the work, expenditures to date, and other 
details of the project; which reports will be published monthly to the Board of Directors and the Congregation. 

 
Wayne Warner made a motion to accept the resolution as presented.  Doug Shaw seconded.  All in favor, motion 
carried. 

Mike McMinn, on the Impact team, presented the congregation with “thermometer” that he made to keep track of 
the donations. Pastor Shea closed the meeting with prayer.                    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Liz Pfeffer, Secretary 
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 I.N.I  

REPORT OF THE SENIOR PASTOR 

November 2020 
 
You know, as I sit down to write this report to you on this hot October afternoon, with record breaking 
temperatures, I look back since our last meeting, and do so in awe at how God has truly blessed and is continually 
blessing this congregation as we move forward in mission and ministry in this part of His vineyard known as 
Plant City, Florida. Then, when you stop and think of all that has happened since our November, 2019 meeting 
we cannot help but stop and think how good our God has been to us, just look at this past year and there is no 
question of God’s goodness to us. So often I find myself amazed when I should not be at what God is doing with 
us and among us. You see, I fall into the same trap many of you do, I don’t always see God for how big and 
powerful He really is. I always need to be reminded that the God we serve is immeasurably more than we can 
ever begin imagine and when we view ministry and mission on our terms we are bringing God down to what we 
think He should be. Instead, we should look at the mission and ministry He has given us in His eyes and through 
His eyes. Time and again, it seems God has to remind me just how powerful, loving and forgiving He really is.  
So, with that said: 
 

Here we are still in the grips of the pandemic that has gripped our world and our nation for almost one full year. 
We experienced a shutdown of our sanctuary as never before. We did so thinking at first it will only be for about 
two weeks, then we’d be open by Easter. But as we know Easter gave way to May and May to our eventual re-
opening for worship in mid-June. But through it all…through a shutdown of 3 months, we saw God’s hand 
moving and working among us in ways that truly left me amazed and a bit dumbfounded! So, let me thank each 
and every one of your for your continued stewardship of the gifts that God has entrusted to us as your giving to 
the mission and ministry of this congregation never faltered. Thank you to those reached out and continue to 
reach out to our members during this time. Thank you to the many who would call or come by the office to 
check on our staff, or even just pick up the phone to say hi and let us know you were thinking of us. All of these 
are truly God moments that He has given us to share in His goodness, mercy and love.   
 

This congregation is so blessed to have had founding members who truly wanted to build Hope for the future 
in that they purchased this plot of land that is allowing us the opportunity to build and not relocate due to being 
land-locked. Just as those early Hope families thought of the future generations who have and will call Hope 
home, we must do the same. We must think of those future generations who will call Hope their home. 
Remember, just as God promised those founding members of Hope a “hope and a future” He gives us the same 
promise of a “hope and a future.” This is the same God whose promises to His people of a hope and future 
NEVER fails! It is because of His promises to us, we can face tomorrow…we can face the future in the firm and 
secure knowledge and joy that God is with us today, tomorrow and every day! Therefore, we NEED NOT FEAR! 
In fact, throughout this process, fear is the enemy and our enemy the devil will do all he can to instill that fear 
into our hearts. And when we let that fear take control, the devil wins…and we cannot allow that! That is why 
we must always be alert and on watch as Peter tells us. But take heart, we have the God of angel armies on our 
side and it is that precious Gospel message that drives out fear. As we see the progress of our new sanctuary, 
thank you to first the building committee and now our construction committee as we move forward. I would be 
remiss if I did not especially thank Dave Booher who has been leading this entire process for us and continues 
to work endlessly to build Hope for the future. Thank you Dave (and you too, Sandy) for your time, energy, and 
commitment given to this project.   
 

As you are well aware, Plant City is a growing community. Just drive along Wilder Road or Sam Allen Road and 
you will see the multitude of construction vehicles for the new homes and expanded roads to accommodate 
that growth. The question before us now is how we respond to that growth. We have 2 options: One is to put 
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our head and the sand and adopt the “build it and they will come” approach. I hope you agree this approach is 
just NOT acceptable! That method worked in the 1960’s but simply will not work in today’s world. Option two 
is a far better option that we see this growth as God using us to build His kingdom and Connect People to Jesus! 
To be active and involved in our communities we need to take those opportunities that God gives us to do 3 
critical things: INVITE! INVITE! And INVITE! We simply cannot and should not settle when we talk with people 
we know and people we love who are not in a relationship with Jesus. Through our Baptism, we are called to be 
“fishers of men.” Drop your poles in the water, the fish are hungry—in fact, the fish are starving! The good news 
is that Jesus only asks us to do the fishing, Jesus does the cleaning of the fish!   
 

We all realize what a crazy year this has been. When we welcomed 2020, none of this this was not in our plans. 
I don’t think anyone here saw this coming. The pandemic has affected so much of who we are as individuals and 
as a congregation. It has affected how we spend our time together as it has affected how we even spend our 
family time. It has separated many of you from your families because of the inability to travel. Many of us have 
had our vacation plans changed to staycations. We talked in our building committee meetings about the 
“possibility” of having livestreaming capabilities in our new sanctuary. That talk quickly changed from a 
possibility to a must have very quickly. Ministry has changed for sure. We now sit in our sanctuary with social 
distancing, wearing masks and taking special precautions to receive Holy Communion. And here we sit and think, 
wish, and desire for things to be the way they were before all this started. Let me assure you, the one thing that 
has never changed is the love of Jesus for each and every one of us and the need for us to share that love with 
others. Many people today are suffering from separation anxiety, and suffering from not being able to hug a 
friend or family member in months. The good news through all this is that Jesus does not social distance Himself 
from us. He is right here with us, walking with us and standing by us.  Our Lord, even in these days, continues to 
breathe His breath of life into us enabling us to go and share this good news with others. Thank you to each of 
you who have assisted in the calling of our members over these last few months. I can tell you those contacts 
are not only appreciated, but they are also looked forward to!   
 

Today, in our meeting, we will put forward the Ministry Plan for 2021. Huge thanks to our treasurer, Dodie 
Walker, for ALL her hard work, time and energy in preparing our Ministry Plan. Many hours go into its 
preparation and presentation. But the only way these goals will be achieved is by everyone doing their part as 
a steward of the gifts that God has given you.  While God is truly blessing our work here at Hope, we as members 
have work to do—especially in the area of stewardship. Do you ever stop to think about all the many blessings 
which our gracious God has given you? Blessings of time, talents, and treasures. Do you realize that God gives 
you 168 hours each week? How many hours do you give back to him? Is it 1 hour a week in worship? If so, that’s 
certainly NOT enough! There are MANY opportunities for you to serve our Lord during those 168 hours each 
week. Why not ask where YOU can serve and use the time God has given you in thanks to Him? I realize that we 
are a very busy people—work, families, recreation, etc. but these can NEVER and should NEVER become reasons 
that we cannot thank God for the gift of time he has given us. Talents—each of us has a talent and each talent 
is a GIFT from God. That talent could be playing the piano, cooking a meal, sewing, trimming trees, singing and 
so forth. Are you using the talents God GIVES you in service to him? Next comes our treasures. EVERY penny we 
have is a gift from God. How can we withhold anything from Him who gives all and knows all? In Malachi 3:7b-
8 we read these words: “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, “How do we rob you? “In tithes and 
offerings.” Dare I ask, on the basis of Scripture—are you guilty or robbing God of His tithe and offering? You see, 
every penny, every gift we knowingly withhold from the Lord is robbing Him of what is due. Ask yourself “What 
shall I render to the Lord for ALL His benefits to me?” With ALL that God has given us—including the gift of 
salvation in His Son, Jesus Christ, how can we not give back to the Lord what He has first given us?! The only 
way the mission and ministry of Hope can go forward is through the stewardship of the time, talents, and 
treasures of her members. God has so richly blessed Hope in so many ways, that it moves us to return to the 
Lord, not out of compulsion but out of love and a desire to give to Him in thanks and praise. 
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In our meeting we will have the opportunity to elect our leaders for the coming year. A tremendous THANK YOU 
to those who have served our Lord and are taking a well-deserved sabbatical this coming year. We truly thank 
God for all your time, energy, and effort as we move Hope forward.  To those serving in the coming year, again 
a tremendous THANK YOU as we join together to move forward in mission and ministry. God has blessed us 
with amazing leaders and I truly thank Him for each and every one who serves here at Hope.   
 

One of the important items for our meeting will be regarding our Florida Georgia District. I hate to say that 
President Walton, according to our District constitution and bylaws, is term limited and cannot stand for re-
election. President Walton is a friend to Liz and me but more than that, he has been an amazing District President 
and leader to our District these last 12 years. We truly give God thanks and praise for the leadership and 
partnership of President Greg & Edith Walton.  Which brings me to the what does this mean question…Every 
congregation in our District has the opportunity to nominate a Pastor to the position of District President to be 
elected at the District Convention.  My dear partners in mission and ministry, our district has been blessed with 
many great presidents and their wives. Since I have been in this District, Liz and I have been touched by the 
leadership of President Tom & Jackie Zehnder, Mike & Joan Michaels, and Greg & Edith Walton. They each have 
served as a team to further this District. With that said Liz and I, after much prayer and family discussion, submit 
ourselves to the hands of the Lord of the Church, as I am being nominated by a number congregations in our 
District to the office of District President. Being nominated does NOT mean elected. The election for District 
President will take place at our convention in June. In addition to electing a District President, we must also 
nominate for the position of District Secretary (I will have my suggestions at our meeting) and Regional Vice 
President (Pastor Charles Reich) and District Board of Directors (Becky Hartmann & Cheryl DeWitt). I truly do 
thank those members of Hope who have been that ear to Liz and me as we have prayed, struggled and yes- 
cried many tears in searching for God’s will. You have been a tremendous blessing as we have arrived at this 
decision to allow my name to be considered by the Convention. (I will share more what this means for Hope at 
our meeting). Please, your prayers are truly coveted that God’s will be done for our District.   
 

I can’t tell you how important it is for us as a congregation to continue being present in our Plant City community. 
We simply cannot afford, as the people of God, to hide behind the walls of this place and not be seen and heard 
in our community.  Remember, the church is people…the building is just the place we meet and call “the church.” 
We are called to be the church at home, work, school, golf course, gym, etc. It takes all of us to be a part of Plant 
City to have a positive impact in our community. To that, let me thank you for allowing me the opportunity to 
serve in our community as a board member and Chair of our United Food Bank, a part of Daybreak Rotary Club, 
member of the Board of Directors of our Plant City YMCA, member of Board of Directors of Plant City Chamber 
of Commerce, and to serve as Circuit Visitor in our Winter Haven Circuit (final 3 year term ends in June, 2021).  
However, let me assure you, the Saints of God, gathered in this place that any and all community involvement 
for me will never ever take the place of being your pastor and being there for you at the drop of a hat! We must 
all realize that the only way we will impact Plant City with the Gospel is if we are in the world, and not of the 
world…in other words DON’T HIDE YOUR LIGHT UNDER A BUSHEL! 
 

Let me once again share with you the AWESOMENESS of our Hope staff! The staff that God has brought together 
in this place is truly amazing, and one that always seeks to fulfill our mission of Connecting People to Jesus. God 
has truly blessed this congregation with a staff that is truly the best. I know that I would be lost without the 
assistance and leadership of those whom God has assembled in this place—Pastor Shea, Christine Mansell, 
Jessica Griffin (my right and left arms), Joyce Van Matre, Lyn Senkarik, and our extended staff of Ellen 
Whitehurst, Choir & Bells Director, and Pastor Miguel  Sanabria, Jr. who leads our Spanish worship. What a 
blessing it is to come to Hope every day and serve side by side with these willing servants—we are BLESSED!  
With that said, we thank God for the ministry of Lynne Senkarik and Joyce Van Matre who faithfully served us 
at Hope for many years as our Deaconess and Parish Nurse. Lynne has relocated to the Spring Hill area and Joyce 
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has decided that now is the time to retire. We truly thank God for these selfless servants who over the years 
gave more time and energy to our ministry than we can imagine. Also, please allow me this opportunity to thank 
God for my family especially for Liz, who has been by my side not just as a wife but as my beloved partner in 
ministry—I have said this before, and I will say it again now…I would be lost were it not for her love and support. 
Believe me, there is no way any man can accomplish these tasks as Pastor without the love and support of his 
wife and family. The opportunities placed before each of us are as endless as God’s love and power to 
accomplish them.   
 

When you stop and think about it, our mutual ministry here at Hope reaches out and touches many families 
with the Gospel who otherwise might live in darkness (just look at how many kids were served here at Hope 
during Lots of Hugs this past summer). I urge you, in the Gospel, to let this place shine with the light of the 
Gospel of grace. Let this place be a beacon of light in a sin darkened world. Let this be the place of refuge in our 
sin sick, strife torn world. Let this be the place where the residents of Plant City can continue to come to hear 
the Gospel proclaimed in truth and our Lord’s sacraments administered in their purity. Let this church continue 
to be a mission church with each member a missionary about the task of connecting people to Jesus, as together 
we, 

 
Rejoice in the Lord always! 

 
 

REV. DEAN R. PFEFFER, Senior Pastor 
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 I.N.I  

REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

NOVEMBER 2020 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are vessels of God’s ministry, instruments of the Holy Spirit and here is how 
God has been at work among us, in us and through us: 
 

1. Youth Zoom Bible Study—We may not be having Bible study on campus but that doesn’t stop us from 
having Bible study. We shifted to Zoom in order to stay connected to one another and especially to God’s 
Word throughout this crisis. 
a. We been going through Bible study series (e.g., 21-day prayer challenge and Fully Devoted 

Follower, how our churches can confront racism and injustice with Rev. Dr. John Nunes). 
b. Youth have chosen to shift to deep dives in certain books of the Bible. We swam through the 

depths of story of Jonah. Now we are in the Gospel of Mark paying close attention to who Jesus 
is, what Jesus does and how others perceive his message, his actions and attitude…and what all 
this means for us today as his followers and as we seek to disciple & share the Gospel with others. 

 

2. Yulia’s Graduation Parade Drive-By—A lot was taken away from our 2020 graduates because of the 
pandemic, however, we didn’t let the year go by without celebrating how proud we are of Yulia. So, I 
planned and coordinated a drive-by parade to celebrate her graduation. Holly designed the digital 
invitation and announcement, Yulia chosen which photo to use and she also chose the Graduation Video 
we showed for the recorded Sunday Service in May. 

 

3. Confirmation—The pandemic may have shut-down the country, but it didn’t stop us from having 
catechesis; rather, simply pivoted to digital. For months we were strictly digital and now have shifted to 
a hybrid (in-person and online) confirmation. 
a. Also, Abby and Tristan have chosen their confirmation verses: 

i. Romans 15:13–Abby Kelly—"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

ii. Psalm 19:1–Tristan Mercier—“The heavens declare the glory of God and the sky above 
proclaims his handiwork” 

 

4. MSYG—Saturday, November 7 from 6-9pm, the FLGA District is hosting a virtual middle school youth 
gathering. Theme this year is “Gripped.” Right from our homes we will be gathering and connecting with 
fellow youth across the district to worship God and know that no matter what we face in life, as children 
of God we are in Grip. #Gripped 

 

5. The Chosen—If you haven’t seen this or heard of it you must check it out; it’s incredible series on Gospel 
of Jesus from the perspective of the disciples. We are currently having our youth parents watch and go 
through a discussion guide for families to engage in more spiritual conversations and reflection on the 
Gospel within our homes. Here is the link: https://studios.vidangel.com/the-chosen. 

 

6. Lots of hugs—Pandemic made things a little more challenging, however, once again we had a morning 
“chapel” with the students from Lots of Hugs over the summer where they participated in games and 
activities centered around God’s Word. For example, they had to figure out a puzzle which spelled out 
Ephesians 4:29, then the students would have to read the verse out loud in front of everyone and they 
would earn a prize for doing it. Afterwards, we would talk a little about the verse and what it means 
before they headed to class. Another time we focused on 4th commandment and they created & 
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decorated their own cards which they gave to their parents and teachers, which said, “I thank God for 
you!” 

 

7. Spiritual and Physical training—Andrew MacDonald is going to be chaplain, as many of you are aware 
and here in 2020 I’ve started doing some Spiritual and physical training with him to help raise him up as 
a Disciple (i.e., Great Commission) and help cultivate his faith and prayer life as future man called in the 
ministry. With the pandemic we went online and started doing 30 minutes of exercise and 30-45 min in 
God’s word and prayer. It has been such a blessing to watch him grow over these past months and I look 
to help him grow as a disciple-maker and future chaplain. Now he also joins me in leading parts of 
worship Wednesdays to get him more experience and grow his witness. 

 

8. Worship Online—I’d like to start by humbly and truthfully saying that I am an amateur and novice when 
it come to this stuff. Just because I am a millennial doesn’t automatically make me an expert as some 
have commented. This is important to understand because I had to learn a lot of new things and ended 
up spending over a hundred hours through research, webinars (e.g., Live Streaming On A Big Church 
Setup With A Small Church Budget), etc. learning how to do Live Stream and learning from my wife on 
how to do the recorded services.  
a. Recorded worships—Pandemic canceled a lot of things, but it couldn’t cancel Church. Holly came 

to me with idea of how now would be a good time to shift online so that what we did. She 
recorded me doing liturgy and I convinced Pastor Pfeffer to let me record his sermon so that we 
could get a service ready by Sunday and we did—Thanks be to GOD! God has caused us to have 
worship every Sunday since this pandemic.  Also, I will admit it does take about 20 hours for video 
editing, not including the time spent preparing liturgy or sermons and also recording the services. 
In the beginning I relied much on the expertise of my wife—without her I never would have been 
able to learn how to do it—in addition, she convinced her work (FL Poly) to let us use her work 
computer and Adobe Professional software. At first, since we had to use Holly’s work computer 
it meant that our work had to be done after work hours, usually around 7pm to early hours of 
the morning because that’s what had to be done. Thanks be to God we were able to upgrade 
Holly’s personal MacBook so as to allow us to run software on that computer, which I could use—
once I was sufficiently trained—to start working during the day, instead of all night. I share this 
because I want everyone to understand a little of how God made this all happen. It wasn’t easy 
and it wasn’t quick, but it was blessed, and it was more than worth the struggle it took to get it 
all together. #PraiseGod 

b. Here are a few other things that went into making this happen: 
i. YouTube—We had to create a YouTube account for the church in order get our worship 

services out to the public. 
ii. Music license—We had to upgrade our music license for recorded and live stream 

worship. I had to learn the copyright stuff and how to properly post the information so as 
to abide by copyright. 

iii. Music slides—In order for people to sing along I designed worship music lyric videos.  
iv. Recorded Hymns—Since we didn’t have recording of LSB hymns I brough up the idea of 

pre-recording a small group (socially distance in sanctuary), which could be used to create 
Worship Lyric Videos. 

v. Graphics—I started to create graphics for social media posts and index images for 
worship. 

vi. Social Media—Posted social Media content and created content for worship services to 
get out message out there in the public to better help connect people to Jesus. 
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c. Live-stream Worship—This was an even more difficult task than recorded services because I 
didn’t have any professional to show me the ropes. I started by asking around the congregation 
and no one had the experience or expertise in live streaming, especially for religious services. 
i. Step 1 was figuring out which equipment would work for out set-up. So I kept buying and 

trying out different equipment and returning the stuff that didn’t work for our set up. 
ii. Step 2 I had to connect with OnPoint IT Solutions to fix Wi-Fi in sanctuary and add an 

ethernet cable both in sanctuary and in fellowship hall. Ethernet enables a direct connect 
that isn’t subject to drops in signal unless the whole modem and/or switcher goes down. 

iii. Step 3 was learning how to use encoding software, which is the software that makes it 
possible for broadcasting the live stream. YouTube has mobile streaming for iPhone but 
it requires your channel to have 1000+ subscribers. Fortunately, the Mevo Camera has 
it’s own encoding software built into the camera which makes it simple to use and train 
others on how to use for live streaming the services. 

iv. Step 4 was trail runs of the live stream to see check and tweak connection and setting to 
give us the best possible stream for audio and video. This step also included broadcasting 
live in Fellowship hall to provide an overflow area on Sunday, if we need it. 

v. Step 5 was training others. Started with Training Alex Drapp since during our cottage 
meeting during Building Hope he mentioned interest in the IT team for our new sanctuary. 
Alex has been doing a great job and primed to take over as the Director of our Live Steam. 
He is perfect for the job and enables me to shift from being our IT guy back to pastor. Alex 
has trained Jim Carnicelli and in future he will begin training some of our youth who are 
interested in helping with live stream. Alex is also building our computer for the new 
sanctuary which we will be able to use early in our present sanctuary which enables us to 
show slides with music lyrics, announcements, show videos, and more.  

vi. Step 6 wrote up a detailed Live stream manual with photos of how-to set-up and operate 
our Live Steam at Hope. 

d. God is indeed working through this pandemic! One way is preparing us for Building Hope for the 
Future via the Live Stream. Right now, we are learning the fundamentals of live stream, which 
will set us up for a much greater impact when we shift to new sanctuary. We are all about 
connecting people to Jesus and Live Stream allows us to connect with more people, especially 
with those who would otherwise not step foot in our sanctuary. So, let’s use the tools God have 
blessed us with in this 21st Century and use them to help Connect People to Jesus! 

 

9. Groundbreaking—Thank you to Cathie Warner for getting us a FM transmitter from Victory Baptist. 
Thank you, Mike McMinn, with help me out renting a sound board. Mike, Christine, and I spent hours 
figuring out how to set everything up microphones, instrumentals, and pre-service music with FM 
transmitter. All thanks and praise be to GOD for that Saturday morning everything went over great!! 

 

10. Time Lapse Camera—David Booher asked for my help in looking into time lapse cameras for capture and 
create progress videos of building the new sanctuary for the congregation. After much research and 
trials with various cameras, we chose the Brinno TLC200 Pro. We mounted the camera to the top of the 
North building (next to Youth Room). Every month, I’ve been taking footage and creating 30 second time 
lapse video of the progress so we can watch Building Hope in Motion. 

 

11. Prayer for our Nation—Victor Belton (FLGA District Mission Facilitator) invited me to be one of the many, 
many people praying throughout the 12-hour prayer festival on Sat., October 24. Connecting with 
Christian from across the US and from all over the world (e.g., Caribbean) to join in prayer for our nation. 
We prayed for fear of God to come across the land, we prayed for justice to be uphold and injustice like 
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racism, human trafficking to cease. We prayed for God to raise up Spiritual leaders and we prayed for 
God to raise up secular leaders who will serve according to His word and will. God was really working on 
us, in us, through us, and among us; it’s was an anointed. I thank God that I was privileged to be a part 
of the festival lift our voices high to the King of Kinds and Lord of Lords. 

 

12. FLGA District Presidents Equip Conference—I led a breakout titled, “Discipling in this 21st Century.” 
Synopsis: “We are called to make disciples who make disciples. The question is how? What does 
‘discipling’ look like in this digital age, in this wilderness of Covid-19, and what perhaps will it look like as 
we enter a ‘new normal.’" 
a. This virtual conference was OUSTANDING! I learned so much from the Barna presentations and 

all the breakout videos. Since this conference was virtual I have access to all the content until the 
end of the year which means I have the opportunity to watch and re-watch every breakout video 
and learn more on discipleship, leadership, witness, etc. If any of you are interested in watching 
the videos let me know and I’d be glad to share. 

 

13. Forged—“As Iron sharpen iron, so one man sharpen another” Proverbs 27:17. September 29 we began 
a men’s group called “Forged: Men sharpening Men in their Faith.” We started with 8 and now up to 12. 
We started out focusing on “Seeing God at work in our lives and in our families.” We focus on 
intentionally ways to increase our awareness of what God is up to in our lives and weekly share stories 
of what we see God doing in us, among us and though us. Now we shifting to more intentionally focusing 
on our prayer life and praying boldly in this month of November, and in December we are looking to 
focus on how to “respond to what we see God up to in our lives and family.” The more we recognize 
what God is doing the more we are equipped to respond and join Jesus on His mission. 

 

14. Mark Bible Study—Peter Meier (FLGA District Mission Executive), Pastor Zach Hoffman and I are getting 
together for very intentional Mark bible Study that is focus on disciples who make disciples so that we 
afterwards we can raise up disciple makes in our communities. 

 

15. Visitation/Phone Calls—So thankful to God that we can make in-person visits again. Something that God 
has brought out of this #GodIncidient…I visited with Rayetta Stare and she was talking about desire for 
more phone conversation and how easy it was to pick up the phone and make phone calls. God gave us 
nudge. What if instead of waiting for a phone call we made the phone calls. So, we prayed and Rayetta 
identified 8 people she is going to call on a weekly basis and when she does she is going to make sure to 
ask these questions: 
a. I was thinking about you and wanting to call and see how you are doing today? 
b. How have you seen God working in your life? 
c. How may I be praying for you? 
 

Now I’d like to encourage you to pray to God and identify 5 people you will call weekly and ask these 
questions and take time to prayer with people. Brothers and sisters in Christ, let’s continue keep 
connecting with one another as together we seek to connect people to Jesus. 

 
In His name, 

Pastor Shea 
REV. SHEA R. PENNINGTON, Associate Pastor 
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GOD’S VISION FOR MINISTRY AT HOPE: 

 

THE MISSION OF HOPE IS... 

 

 
 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
November 2019—October 2020 

 
Additions: 
Blake Paton 
Dan & Susanne Paton 
Daniel Blake Paton (Baptism) 

Hunter Paton 
Patricia Painter 

 
Deletions: 
John & Donna Koren (Transfer—Zion Lutheran Church, Clark, NJ) 
Lynne Senkarik (Transfer—First Lutheran Church, Inverness) 
Libby Voigtmann (Transfer—Our Savior Lutheran Church, Zephyrhills) 
 
Church Triumphant: 
Tom Thomas 
Dorothy Maltzahn 
Donna Simmons 

Dick Luce (Associate) 
Milton Brown 

 
Total Additions:         6 
Total Deletions:      9 
TOTAL                    -3 

 
Current Statistics (as of October 30th): 

Baptized: 394                    Communicant: 351                    Associate: 18                    Voters: 287 
 

TO REACH THE PEOPLE  

OF OUR COMMUNITIES 

WITH THE 

LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 

AND THE INVITATION FOR 

CELEBRATIVE WORSHIP, 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH, 

AND 

SERVICE TO OTHERS IN HIS NAME. 
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President’s Report 

 

2020 has certainly been an extraordinary year for us here at Hope Lutheran Church. God has both blessed us 

and challenged us in so many ways. As a congregation we have had to adjust to worshipping apart for several 

months online (thank you, Pastors) followed by worship in a blended way, both in person and via webcast. Even 

though this has been difficult, it has also been the catalyst for some improvements as well. Due to COVID 19 we 

now have the ability provide our worship services to a much broader audience due to our webcast capabilities. 

All of this being said, I am sure that I am not the only one praying for that time we will all be able to worship 

together, in person as the HOPE Family we love.   

 

I am also grateful to God that this pandemic has not deterred us in any way from progressing with our Building 

Hope for The Future project. I am extremely proud of the efforts of so many of our members who continue to 

dedicate their valuable time and resources to our goal of providing a Ministry Hub for our community. Through 

the leadership of our fantastic Pastors, The Board of Directors, and the Construction Committee & 

subcommittees the project continues to progress towards completion. What an awesome day it will be in the 

very near future to dedicate our new facility as a beacon in Plant City for Connecting People to Jesus. 

 

I am also very proud of the Ministry Teams who continue their work serving the people of our congregation and 

community. Certainly 2020 has required some adjustments to our approach to the many areas of service, but 

the teams have still found creative ways to continue God’s work. 

 

It has been my privilege to serve as the President of the Board of Directors this year and want to thank all of the 

members of HOPE for your support.         

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ken Hartmann 

 

 

 

 

Vice President’s Report 

 

GEEZ…Has 2020 been a tough year or what! 
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Satan lost his battle over 2000 years ago, but he is just not giving up. We continue to be bombarded by his 

numerous attempts to get us to “look the other way.” Yet, no matter how the devil tries to work his magic, we 

are so fortunate to have a GOD who loves us so much, that HE continues to provide for us and helps us to 

prosper. Because of COVID (and other issues), we have had to “hunker down” and live vastly different lives this 

past year. In spite of these difficulties, GOD’s mission still lives on (and prospers at Hope), through the efforts of 

each of you, HIS children. I don’t know about you, but when I look in the mirror these days, I do not see a 

reflection that looks much like a child, but I am confident in how GOD sees me, and that always gives hope for 

the future. All of us share that same future hope in Christ. 

 

As Vice President this year, I had the good fortune to sit back, learn, and watch so many of you continue to find 

opportunities to serve our Savior in difficult times and always look to share GOD’S grace with those around us. 

In accordance with GOD’s plan, the coming year will offer many opportunities for us to share our new worship 

center and connect people to Jesus. As GOD’S army, we need to gear up, forget 2020, and be ready to step out 

in 2021, fully confident that GOD will lead us forward to grow HIS kingdom. Forward together, GOD will prevail!      

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wendell Lattz 

 

 

 

 

Past President’s Report 

 

(Not Submitted) 

 

 

 

 

Elders Ministry Team Report 

 

Greetings to you in His name, 

 

We just completed our Reformation Service at Hope and Pastor Pfeffer’s message really resonated with me 

because it is all about Jesus. 
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We know times are challenging within our world with all that is going on and I am sure I don’t need to list them 

out for you, but even Martin Luther had his challenges back in 1517, and we also face them today—Satan. 

 

Do you realize that Martin Luther was not only a reformer, but a man focused on missions? You and I should 

also be focused on that same thing. In fact, we are commanded by Jesus in Matthew 28:19 “Therefore go and 

make disciples of ALL nations.” These words of Jesus inspire us, but they also scare us. And wouldn’t you know 

that is one of the main things he commands us to do. Jesus disciples people in the gospels by inviting them to 

join him on his mission and we can do the same. 

 

As a church and as your Elders Ministry Team, we all have opportunities to “Connect People to Jesus.” The first 

thing that comes to mind is being built in our own backyard. Hopes new mission hub will be built soon, but don’t 

wait till then to invite your friends, family or coworkers. Ask them now to come to church and show them what 

amazing things God is doing at Hope. Make this a matter of prayer and I have no doubt that God will place that 

opportunity before you but don’t be scared, be bold in sharing what God has done for you. Remember it’s all 

about Jesus. 

 

In closing, your Elders Ministry Team encourages you to use your varied gifts and talents that God has blessed 

you with to fulfill our mission here at Hope “To Connect People to Jesus.” 

 

In Christ alone my Hope is found. 

Todd Warner 

 

 

 

 

Christian Growth and Discipleship Ministry Team Report 

 

It has been a very “interesting” time the last few months. The pandemic may have changed how we do things, 

but the good news is that it hasn’t stopped us from sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. We have learned to 

be creative and are happy to say that we are working to keep as many of our fall events going as we can, even 

if they are done in a different manner. We have been mailing Sunday School materials every week to our 

Preschool and Elementary students. We still had the Trunk or Treat in partnership with the YMCA and Grace 

Pointe Church on Saturday, October 31st.  It was done as a Drive-Thru in order to keep everyone safe. Thank you 

to those who decorated trunks! Our Advent Tea will go on this year but again to keep everyone safe it will be 

done by drive-thru or delivery. We are working on trying to get a Christmas Program figured out as that is 

something our kids really enjoy.   
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These may be different times but what a blessing that we have so many creative minds that are all working for 

God’s Kingdom. COVID-19 may have changed our “normal” but it hasn’t stopped us from trying to “Connect 

People to Jesus.” 

 

God’s Blessings, 

Nora Trivunovich 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Ministry Team Report 

 

Team Members: Mary Ann Paris, Theresa Justice, Amy Gall, Kathy Norris, Kristin Mercier and Carol Walkenhorst 

 

Dec. 7, 2019 – Advent Tea – prepared food for the ladies that attended the tea. 

Dec. 29, 2019 – Brunch for the New Year was served. 

Feb. 8, 2020 – The Fellowship Team and the Mission and Outreach worked to together and had a luncheon for 

people that graduated in 1973 or before.  The theme of the luncheon was Step Back in Time.  The guests 

brought year books, pictures and other memorabilia from High School.  It was a very fun event. 

 

We will be helping Christian Growth with the Advent Drive Through Tea in December.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Walkenhorst 

 

 

 

 

Health Ministry Team Report 

 

(Not Submitted) 
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Missions & Outreach Ministry Report 

 

Regarding our Missions & Outreach activities from March 2020 to present: 

 

1. MARCH—Missions & Outreach was in charge of the Lenten Dinner. However, with COVID-19,                       

the dinner could not take place for the congregation. We were able to prepare and deliver meals to our 

shut-ins. 

 

***COVID-19 stopped all projects, meetings, etc., until further notice*** 

 

2. OCTOBER— Missions & Outreach helped with St. Paul Lutheran Church’s “Moving Hope” Mobile Food 

Pantry Truck held in Hope Lutheran Church’s parking lot. 

 

3. NOVEMBER—Due to our annual Turkey Supper being canceled, Missions & Outreach, along with 

Christian Growth and the Elders, will be preparing meals to deliver to our shut-ins. 

 

4. NOVEMBER—Missions & Outreach will donate $200 to the Spanish Ministry for their Thanksgiving and 

Christmas projects. 

  

5. DECEMBER— Missions & Outreach will again prepare 50 large bags with a Reverse Advent Calendar for 

the congregation to fill with non-perishable grocery items beginning December 1 through December 23, 

needing the bags to be returned to the church no later than December 24. These bags will then be 

presented to the United Food Bank of Plant City. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Willa McMinn 

 

 

 

 

Music Ministry Report 

 

To say that music in worship has changed for me in the last 48 years at Hope is an UNDERSTATEMENT! 
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More planning, more meetings, more technology, more printing, more frustration with trying to abide by legal 

health restriction and maintain a sense and a serious reminder that GOD is still in charge of all we do and 

whatever the results will be, may we give glory to God and bear the challenge.  For those that have not returned 

to corporate worship, the joy that I experience in observing those that are able to return to worship IN the 

sanctuary is heartwarming.  Many of my fellow members and full-time visitors are still hesitant, but as many 

have return, the joy is evident, even to tears of the heart in being with our Hope family.  

 

The features of God directed stewardship has evolved in three identical worship services a week, that utilize 

time and physical copies of our worship folders (bulletins).  What may not get used on Sunday, will fill the need 

for the following Wednesday night.  In the Spanish worship, ”Esperanza,” we also have completely converted 

from notebooks, printing the scriptures and order of worship on separate papers, now we have a bulletin that 

shares our Lutheran logo via Patrick Griffin for our cover designs for both English and Spanish worship.  When 

worshippers might have been confused by using books and bulletins, now there is “one” place to follow worship 

and seems to be an “up” benefit of the COVID ordeal.    

 

When it came to technology, we were not ready for this technology, but ready or not!!!  Thanks to Pastor Shea 

and Holly Pennington for their extreme efforts, we began with pre-taped videos and multiple screen overlays to 

bring worship to our congregation.  Then thanks to licensing, we began live streaming our 10:30a.m. 

worship.  We do still have the need to print the bulletin out ahead of time to be able to utilize when watching 

online.  Our gifted pastors and teachers have begun live-streaming Bible studies for bringing that back to 

us.  Pastor Pfeffer and Pastor Shea are putting in the miles to visit those people that are shut in, where 

allowed.  Jessica Griffin, our resident computer guru, spends endless hours creating all the paper connected 

with Hope and is, by all means, an artist in her own gifted way.    

 

As a musician and a fellow member of Hope, I miss the fellowship and look forward to the day we are ALL 

together on this side of heaven.  My sincere thanks to all the fellow musicians that have assisted in our new 

venture into the future.  

 

Blessings, 

Christine Mansell 

Director of Music, Hope Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 
 

 

 

Stewardship & Human Care Ministry Team Report 

 

This has been an interesting year, but Human Care has had opportunities to Connect People to Jesus.  

 

• We gathered enough teddy bears to stuff a Plant City police car at our Annual Teddy Bear Sunday on 

February 16. 

• Our ministry team started contacting the shut-ins and other congregational members in a regular basis. 

• Baby bottles were passed out on Father’s Day, June 21 to benefit programs for fathers at The Pregnancy 

Care Center of Plant City. 

• We had a very successful school supplies collection in July. These were distributed to our teachers at 

Hope to benefit the children in their classrooms. 

• This month we honor the veterans in our congregation. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandra Howell 

 

 

 

 

Trustees Ministry Team Report 

 

As with many other Ministry Teams, COVID-19 had a significant negative impact on our activities. The Trustees 

normally meet on the first Saturday of each month for half a day to tackle non-emergency odd jobs that crop 

up. Because of the virus though we cancelled activities from March to August. Since August, attendance has 

been understandably sparse. 

 

Nevertheless, the Trustees did accomplish or oversee several campus upgrades: 

• Reworked the drainage from the fellowship hall air conditioner. The first attempt didn’t succeed. 

• Replaced two baseboard air conditioners (Music Room and one Youth Room) via R. J. Kielty Plumbing 

and Air Conditioning. 

• Removed the rotting lumber from the community garden area. (The mounds still need to be leveled.) 

• Removed most of the irrigation control system from the community garden area. (A few risers still need 

to be removed. PVC pipes were left in place.) 
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• Given the recent subterranean termite problems in the sanctuary, the Trustees obtained estimates to 

treat the three other main buildings on campus. One contractor came in 25% less than the other two. 

This contractor also concluded that none of the buildings were likely candidates for subterranean termite 

infestation due to their solid block construction. We decided not to pursue treatment. 

• Replaced the two “swap out” propane tanks by the fellowship hall kitchen with a large bulk delivery tank. 

The gauge on the old tanks was difficult to read and led to propane outages on a couple of occasions. 

The new tank has an easily readable gauge. Once fellowship hall activities return to “normal”, we will 

switch to regularly scheduled deliveries. 

 

We still need to pursue electrification of the outbuild. We also need to relocate a colony of bats that has 

taken up residence. We installed a bat eviction device on the SW corner of the breezeway. Unfortunately, 

the bats merely relocated to the NW corner. There are a number of large access points along the west 

breezeway that need to be sealed before an eviction device can be effective. Until then, come out a few 

minutes before sunset and enjoy the nightly show. 

 

Finally, we want to thank all the unsung people who quietly work to maintain the campus. Your work is 

duly noted and greatly appreciated. If you see something that needs attention on campus, contact one 

of the trustees. Jessica also maintains a list of “to do” items for us in the office. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Tom Ellison 

 

 

 

 

Youth Ministry Team Report 

 

(See Report of the Associate Pastor) 
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Constitutional Change to Combine Two Ministry Teams 

 

(11/15/20) 

 

CURRENT READING: 

ARTICLE 7  

7.2.5 A Stewardship & Human Care ministry team consisting of a minimum of 4 persons which shall be 

charged with the stimulation of the people to a proper stewardship of time, talents and treasures and 

Christian service to others through the use of their gifts. 

 

7.2.6 A Health ministry team consisting of a minimum of 4 persons who are health care professionals 

(active or retired) to lead the congregation in the care and stewardship of their physical and mental 

health. 

 

 

PROPOSED READING: 

ARTICLE 7  

7.2.5 A Health and Human Care ministry team consisting of at least 4 persons who shall be charged with 

the stimulation of people to Christian stewardship and service to others through the use of their gifts 

while also leading the congregation with health care professionals (active or retired) to lead the 

congregation in the care and stewardship of their physical and mental health.   
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Building Committee Report 

 
1. WORK ACCOMPLISHED 

a. Permits all Acquired 

i. South West Florida Water Management (Storm Water) 

ii. Florida DOT (Entrance at Park Road) 

iii. City of Plant City (Building Permit) 

iv. Florida DEP (Water and Sewer) 

b. Construction Progress 

i. Detention Pond Complete 

ii. Metal Building Ordered 

iii. Concrete Slab is poured 

c. Materials Ordered  

i. Pews and Chairs 

ii. Pulpit, Lectern, Communion Rail 

 
2. UPCOMING WORK - SCHEDULE 

a. Contract Start Date – July 28, 2020 

b. Building Frame Delivery – By the end of November 

c. Exterior Shell – December/January 

d. New Sanctuary Complete – April 24, 2021 

e. Demo Existing Church and Complete Parking Lot – July 28, 2021 

 
3. COSTS 

Cost Component Budget Spent Thru Oct. 2020 % Compl. 

Construction Contract $1,722,000.00 $106,031.00 6.2% 

Allowances $   188,000.00 $50,941.59 27.1% 

Permits & Fees $   124,346.00 $101,902 81.9% 

Savings (donations, sales tax) ($    43,258.00) ($6,890.26) 15.9% 

Total $1,991,088.00 $251,984.33 12.7% 

 
4. ADDITIONAL COSTS 

a. Builder’s Risk Insurance $4,253 

b. Performance Bond $12,900 

c. Threshold Inspection $4,000 

d. Total $21,153 (1.06%) 

 
5. OPPORTUNITIES FOR SAVINGS 

a. Actual Construction Costs Savings (Material, Equipment, Labor) 

b. Direct Purchase Orders (sales tax) 

c. Donations (materials, labor, direct $) 
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Financial Report—Hope Lutheran Church 

 



21 
 



  



 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Hope Lutheran Church 
2001 N. Park Road | Plant City, Florida 33563 

813-752-4622    hopeplantcity.com    hopelutheranpc@gmail.com 

 


