
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Worship 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 
Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST October 11, 2020 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 10/11  Youth Scrip Orders Due 
 8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
 9:15 Missions & Outreach Ministry Team Meeting 
 1:30 Winter Haven Circuit Forum 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 6:30 Adult ZOOM Bible Study 
 7:00 Youth ZOOM 

Monday 10/12 9:00 Quilting 
 9:00 Circuit Pastors @ St. Paul, Lakeland 
 5:30 Bell Choir 

Tuesday 10/13 7:00 Men’s Small Group ZOOM 

Wednesday 10/14 6:30 Worship 
 7:00 Women’s ZOOM Bible Study 

Saturday 10/17 10:00 Confirmation class 

Sunday 10/18 8:00 & 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 6:30 Adult ZOOM Bible Study 
 7:00 Youth ZOOM 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Sunday, October 4, 2020: 

Worship: 8:00: 25/22      10:30: 45/41 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 31/20 

Wednesday, October 7, 2020: 
Worship: 6:30: 13/13 

General Fund: $7,852.62 

Stewardship Perspective: 

Matt. 22:5 – “But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business.” The invitation to join God in His feast and in His work is easily ignored. The rest of 
life seems so much more pressing, and we always think there will be another time when we 
can catch back up with God. But what joys are we missing when we set aside God’s invitation 
to join Him in His plans and purposes? What inheritance are we trading for the world’s bowl 
of pottage? 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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AS WE GATHER 
“Come to the table.” In our daily experiences, there is no invitation that is more readily received 
and fully appreciated. To be at the table is to be assured of nourishment and refreshment. In 
Psalm 23, we are told of a table that is prepared under challenging circumstances. Yet, even 
there, the cup of God’s blessing overflows. Our gathering for worship and our coming to the 
Table of the Lord is a weekly experience of overflowing blessing filled with signs of God’s 
gracious presence. We rejoice that we are invited to His amazing table! 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS 
 
OPENING HYMN            “Lord, This Day We’ve Come to Worship”                     LSB 911 

 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Text: © 1995 Richard C. Dickinson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 
Tune: © 1942, 1970 Broadman Press, admin. Genevox Publishing. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: I was glad when they said to me, 
C: “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
P: I will be glad and exult in You; 
C: I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High. 
P: Our soul waits for the LORD; 
C: He is our help and our shield. 
P: For our heart is glad in Him, because we trust in His holy name. 
C: Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You. 
P: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 
C: O God our Father, we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 

We have transgressed Your law and have brought injury to others. We have 
not always shown forth our faith in every aspect of our lives. We sincerely 
repent of our sins. Have mercy on us and hear this, our confession, O Lord. 
Grant us Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the renewing work 
of the Holy Spirit within us, lead us to amend our sinful lives that each day 
we grow in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy name. 

P: The Lord hears our pleas and accepts our prayers. To each of us our Lord 
promises forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE                        “Good Good Father” 
1. I've heard a thousand stories Of what they think You’re like. 

But I've heard the tender whisper Of love in the dead of night. 
You tell me that You’re pleased And that I'm never alone. 

 

(Chorus) 

You're a Good Good Father. It's who You are. It's who You are. It's who You are. 
And I'm loved by You. It's who I am. It's who I am. It's who I am. 

 

2. I've seen many searching for answers Far and wide. 
But I know we're all searching for answers Only You provide. 
Because You know just what we need Before we say a word. (Chorus) 

 

(Bridge) You are perfect in all of Your ways. You are perfect in all of Your ways. 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us. 

 

3. Love so undeniable I can hardly speak. 
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think. 
As You call me deeper still. As You call me deeper still. 
As You call me deeper still. Into love love love. (Chorus) 

 
CCLI Song # 7036612 | Anthony Brown | Pat Barrett | © 2014 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) | Common Hymnal Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing) | Housefires Sounds (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) | sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) | Tony Brown Publishing Designee (Admin. by Capitol 

CMG Publishing) | Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) | worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 759305 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God,  
C: You have called us in Christ to live as those who are joyfully assured of Your 

forgiveness and care.  
P: Grant us a full sense of being a community gathered together in Your love as we 

await the company of saints and angels in Your eternal kingdom.  
C: This we ask for the sake of Jesus, our Savior and our King. Amen. 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                             Isaiah 25:6–9  

(The Lord will bring salvation to His people.) 
L: On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, 

a feast of well-aged wine, 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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C: of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
L: And He will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
C: the veil that is spread over all nations. 
L: He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all 

faces, 
C: and the reproach of His people He will take away from all the earth, for the 

LORD has spoken. 
L: It will be said on that day, 
C: “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save us. 
L: This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; 
C: let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.” 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                                                                         Philippians 4:4–13  

(Encouragement for joyful Christian living) 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy 
of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly 
that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but 
you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever 
situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any 
and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance 
and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSE                                   “Better Is One Day”                                       ABS (1) 9 

How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord almighty. 
For my soul longs and even faints for You. 

For here my heart is satisfied within Your presence. 
             I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings. (Chorus) 

 

(Chorus)  Better is one day in your courts, better is one day in Your house, 
better is one day in Your courts than thousands elsewhere. 

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house, 
Better is one day in Your courts than thousands elsewhere, 

  Than thousands elsewhere. 

Continued on next page… 
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One thing I ask and I would seek; to see Your beauty, 
to find You in the place Your glory dwells. 

One thing I ask and I would seek; to see Your beauty, 
               to find You in the place Your glory dwells. (Chorus) 

 
“Better Is One Day”, words and music by Matt Redman, © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing), All rights Reserved. CCLI License No. 759305 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                               Matthew 22:1–14  

(The parable about the wedding feast) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

P: Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to 
call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. Again 
he sent other servants, saying, 

L: ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 
fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding feast.’ 

P: But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 
while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The 
king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city. Then he said to his servants, 

L: ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore 
to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 

P: And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, 
both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king 
came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 
And he said to him, 

L: ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ 
P: And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 
L: ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
P: For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY             “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”                          LSB 516 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON                                           “You’re Invited”                               Matthew 22:1-14 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 
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CREEDAL SONG                   “This I Believe (The Creed)” 
Our Father everlasting, the all creating One / God Almighty. 

Through your Holy Spirit, conceiving Christ the Son / Jesus our Savior. 
 

(Chorus 1)       I believe in God our Father / I believe in Christ the Son. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit / our God is three in One. 
I believe in the resurrection / that we will rise again. 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus. 
 

(Music) 
 

Our judge and our defender, suffered and crucified, / forgiveness is in You. 
Descended into darkness, You rose in glorious life / forever seated high. 

(Chorus 1) 
 

(Bridge) 
I believe / in You … I believe You rose again… I believe / that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
I believe / in You … I believe You rose again… I believe / that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

(Chorus 1) 
 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus / For I believe in the Name of Jesus … 
 

(Chorus 2)        I believe in life eternal— / I believe in the virgin birth. 
I believe in the saints’ communion / and in Your holy Church. 

I believe in the resurrection / when Jesus comes again. 
                          For I believe in the Name of Jesus. (Pause) (Chorus 1) 

 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus. 
 

CCLI Song # 7018338 | Words and Music by Matt Crocker and Ben Fielding | © 2014 Hillsong Music Publishing | All Rights Reserved. CCLI License #759305   

 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Invited by Your Word and encouraged by Your promise of mercy, let us pray to the 

Lord:  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the Church, for the leaders of the Church, for all pastors and missionaries, for 

those preparing for church vocations, and for those considering full-time church 
service, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For a welcoming spirit in our congregation, for boldness in our invitation to those 

without a church home, and for a willingness to serve our neighbor in need and the 
strangers whose lives cross our paths, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For compassion toward the sick and those who suffer, for our care of those who 

need our assistance, for the hospitalized and those recovering, and especially 
for Diane Bates, Jerrie Edelman, Ron Michael, Mary Lou Nash, Lynn Reagin, Gary 
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Smith, Millie Wetz, and those we name in our hearts, that God may grant them 
healing, comfort, strength and peace, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For all elected and appointed civil servants, for all judges and magistrates, for all 

emergency personnel, for all members of the armed forces, and for all of us as 
citizens and neighbors, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For gratitude in receiving the Lord’s gifts and blessings, for generosity in sharing 

these resources with those in need, and for the tithes and offerings to support the 
work of the Kingdom in this place as we continue to Build Hope for the Future, let 
us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For grace, that we may hear and heed the invitation of our Lord and joyfully wear 

the baptismal clothing of His righteousness:  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: All these things, Lord, we pray You to grant us according to Your mercy in Jesus 

Christ and to fill us with contentment, that trusting in Your gracious will for all things, 
our hearts may enjoy perfect rest and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, who 
taught us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our church 
to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are true bearers of 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our purpose.  Convict us of our 
purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In Jesus name. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

C: Amen. 
  

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’   
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CLOSING SONG               “Glorious Day (Living He Loved Me)” 
One day when heaven was filled with His praises 

One day when sin was as black as could be 
Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin 

Dwelt among men my example is He The Word became flesh 
And the light shined among us His glory revealed 

 

  (Chorus 1)                   Living He loved me dying He saved me 
Buried He carried my sins far away Rising He justified freely forever 

One day He's coming O glorious day— O glorious day— 
 

One day they led Him up Calvary's mountain 
One day they nailed Him to die on a tree 
Suffering anguish despised and rejected 

Bearing our sins my Redeemer is He The hand that healed nations 
                 Stretched out on a tree And took the nails from me (Chorus 1) 

 

One day the grave could conceal Him no longer 
One day the stone rolled away from the door 
Then He arose over death He had conquered 

Now is ascended my Lord evermore Death could not hold Him 
                The grave could not keep Him From rising again (Chorus 2) 

 

(Chorus 2)                          Living He loved me dying He saved me 
Buried He carried my sins far away Rising He justified freely forever 

One day He's coming O glorious day O Glorious day— glorious day— 
 

(Bridge)   One day the trumpet will sound for His coming One day the skies with 
His glories will shine Wonderful day my beloved one bringing 

                My Savior Jesus is mine (Chorus 2) 
 

(after final chorus)                                O Glorious day 
 

© 2009 Word Music, LL ; John Wilbur Chapman | Mark Hall | Michael Bleecker; CCLI License No. 759305 

 
POSTLUDE                                       “Glorious Day” 
 

Sign up for next week’s worship at 

hopeplantcity.com 

or call the church office at 813-752-4622 

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/home


 

 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we continue what is commonly referred to as “the long green season” or, more 

formally, the Sundays after Pentecost. This is the longest season of the 

church year and can last for 24 weeks and will take us up to the Last 

Sunday in the church year. Our readings this season focus on the life of 

Christ and His Church. We hear Jesus teach His disciples and healing the 

faithful. We also focus on growing together in the life of the Holy Trinity. 

The color of the season is GREEN~ the color of growth and life as we are 

to be growing every day in the love, grace, and Word of our Lord.     
 

WHAT’S THE BUZZ: Your OCTOBER calendar and servant schedule have been 

emailed to you. Printed copies are UNDER the mailboxes for you to take home, 

read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest what is happening here at Hope.   
 

CALL TO SERVE: documents were sent to many of our brothers and sisters 

here at Hope to serve our Lord and His church through some of our 

ministry teams in 2021. Please note the response due date is TODAY. We 

pray God’s blessings as you prayerfully consider this Call to Serve!  

 

CIRCUIT FORUM: to elect our new Winter Haven Circuit Visitor (Pastor Pfeffer 

is term limited) will take place on ZOOM this afternoon. There are two 

pastors from our circuit who seek the position, Rev. Tod Shouse (Our Savior, 

Zephyrhills) and Rev. Ron Pennekamp (retired, St. Paul, Lakeland). Hope’s 

delegates to the forum are Pastor & Liz Pfeffer. We will share with you next 

week who was elected to serve.   

 

FOR THE PRESENT TIME: our Sunday morning worship and Wednesday evening 

worship will be identical. Therefore, when Communion is celebrated in our 

Sunday morning services, it will be celebrated in our Wednesday service as well. 

For those who can, we encourage you to join us on Wednesdays!   
 

THANKS: to the health care professionals from Hope that are assisting by 

taking temperatures: TODAY, 8:00—Sally Kimbrell; 10:30—Oz Vargas; and 

Wednesday—April Walkenhorst. Next Sunday, 8:00—Joyce Van Matre; 

10:30—Todd Warner; and Wednesday—Carol Walkenhorst. Thank you for 

your assistance and ministry!  

 

LECTORS: Please remember to keep your mask ON until you are at the lectern to read and 

replace it before you head back to your pew. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 



 

 

THANKS: to our ushers and Elders for their extra work following each worship 

service to wipe down the pews with sanitizing wipes and assist in so many 

ways to help protect everyone who enters our sanctuary.(FYI—pews, door 

handles, and restrooms are wiped down after each service.)  
 

KEYBOARD ADDITION: Perhaps you may have noticed, but probably not. 

There is a plexiglass shield mounted to the keyboard to assist our song leader 

and protect those seated near the keyboard. This shield was installed in June 

so that whoever is at the keyboard does not need to wear a mask as they 

lead congregational singing.   

 

SPEAKING OF MASKS: THANK YOU for your adherence to our “wear your mask” policy on 

our campus. While we realize it is not the ideal situation to wear a mask while 

singing, it is done for the protection of those seated around you. Therefore, 

please do not remove your mask during congregational singing. Again, 

thanks for helping stop the spread of this virus as we work and worship together!   

 

REMINDER: that all ALL announcements for our Sunday bulletin MUST be received 

by NOON, TUESDAYS to be included. Verbal announcements must be requested 

by Wednesday, Noon. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 

 

TRY IT YOU’LL LIKE IT: If you are concerned about coming to church on a Sunday morning 

because of too many people, we ENCOURAGE you to try our 

Wednesday evening (6:30) worship. This service has LESS people in 

attendance than either of our Sunday morning services, which makes 

social distancing much easier. Our Wednesday service, for the time 

being, is identical to our Sunday morning worship opportunities from the 

Invocation to the Benediction so you won't miss a thing! Give Wednesday worship a try 

and see how it feels...you'll be glad you did! Please note that we limit attendance at ALL 

of our worship services to allow for proper social distancing at all times AND masks and 

temperature checks are required of all who enter. "I was glad when they said to me, "Let 

us go into the House of the Lord." (Psalm 122:1) 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER: If you are unable to complete the weekly surveys (available at 

hopeplantcity.com) for worship attendance, please be sure to contact Jessica in the 

church office by NOON, Thursday so that we can work to insure proper 

social distancing during worship. We also ask for the health and safety 

of all gathered here, that everyone please WEAR YOUR MASK while on 

campus. Your help is always appreciated!  

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/home


 

 

HANDS NEEDED: as we partner with St. Paul Lutheran Church for “Moving Hope,” the 

mobile food pantry of St. Paul’s. Their truck will be in our parking lot on Monday, October 

26th for a food distribution and we NEED YOUR HELP to distribute food. 

Hands are needed beginning at 5:00 for set up with distribution 

beginning at 6:00.  If you can assist for some of the time or the entire 

distribution, please see, contact Pastor Pfeffer. Your help is ALWAYS 

appreciated!  

 

ATTENTION SUNDAY SCHOOL KIDS & PARENTS: Have you heard that “A 

Christian is Like a Pumpkin”? Make sure you sign up to join us for the carving 

party on October 30th. Watch the mail for your invite instructions or go to our 

website (hopeplantcity.com) and click on the pumpkin. We miss you and 

can’t wait to catch up!  
 

EMPTY BOWLS LUCH: sponsored by our United Food Bank of Plant City will 

take place at the train depot in downtown Plant City on Saturday, 

November 14th from 10:00–1:30.   Tickets are available today from either 

Pastor Pfeffer or Becky Hartmann. Until October 30th tickets will be ONLY 

$5.00 each. Effective October 31st, tickets will be $10.00 each. So be sure to get your tickets 

early! All proceeds benefit our United Food Bank of Plant City. (Hope will again be one of 

the “soup vendors”). Thanks to Becky Hartmann who again this year is leading the sidewalk 

chalk contest!   

 

OUR SPANISH MINISTRY: needs your help! It is the goal of Pastor Miguel to 

distribute turkeys to all worshiping families on November 22nd following 

their worship. They are in need of donors (financial or THRIVENT ACTION 

TEAM GRANTS) to make this possible. He is seeking to purchase for 25 

families. Pastor Miguel also would like to distribute small Christmas gifts to 

the children in this ministry on December 20th. Again, he is asking for your 

financial support and/or THRIVENT Action Team cards. If you can assist with either 

Thanksgiving or Christmas, please place your gift in the BLUE ENVELOPE in your pew and 

mark it Thanksgiving or Christmas—Spanish Ministry. If you can secure a THRIVENT Action 

Team grant, please contact Pastor Miguel at 813-406-9174. Thanks in advance for your 

Spirit motivated giving.  
 

WE HATE TO ANNOUNCE: that due to the coronavirus, our Board of Directors 

after much prayer and discussion was led to CANCEL our Annual Turkey 

Supper for the health and safety of our members and guests. Lots of ideas 

were shared to make the dinner happen this year, but the bottom line is the 

health and safety from this virus for all involved.  

https://hopepc.aidaform.com/pumpkin-carving-party-sign-up


 

 

Growing in the Grace of Giving 
We celebrate the Reformation at the end of each October. The Reformation began on All Saints’ Eve in 
1517, which was when Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg. So, let’s hear from Luther himself on the topic of giving and stewardship. 
 

In the Small Catechism under the Table of Duties, Martin Luther gives specific Bible passages to help 
Christians know their duty in their various vocations as members of their family, society at large, and in 
God’s family, the Church. Under the heading “What Hearers Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists five 
passages from the Bible, three of which have to do with giving to your local congregation. They are 
these: 

 “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from 
the gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14) 

 “Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do 
not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7) 

 “The elders [presbyters, i.e., pastors] who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of 
double honor, especially whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘Do 
not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,’ and ‘The worker deserves his wages.’ ” (1 
Tim. 5:17–18) 

Luther comments on these passages in his 1535 Lectures on Galatians. He wrote: 
“When Paul says ‘all good things,’ this is not to be taken to mean that everyone should share all his 
possessions with his preacher. No, it means that he should provide for him liberally, giving him as much 
as is needed to support his life in comfort. … The apostle is so serious in advocating this topic of support 
for preachers that he adds a threat to his denunciation and exhortation, saying: ‘God is not mocked.’ … 
All this pertains to the topic of support for ministers. I do not like to interpret such passages; for they 
seem to commend us, as in fact they do. In addition, it gives the appearance of greed if one emphasizes 
these things diligently to one’s hearers. Nevertheless, people should be taught also about this matter, 
in order that they may know that they owe both respect and support to their preachers. Christ teaches 
the same thing in Luke 10:7: ‘Eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages’; 
and Paul says elsewhere (1 Cor. 9:13–14): ‘Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple 
service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? 
In the same way the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the Gospel should get their living by the 
Gospel.’ It is important for us who are in the ministry to know this, so that we do not have a bad 
conscience about accepting for our work wages … it happens when those who proclaim the glory of 
God and faithfully instruct the youth derive their livelihood from them. It is impossible that one man 
should be devoted to household duties day and night for his support and at the same time pay attention 
to the study of Sacred Scripture, as the teaching ministry requires. Since God has commanded and 
instituted this, we should know that we may with a good conscience enjoy what is provided for the 
comfortable support of our lives from church properties to enable us to devote ourselves to our office.” 
(LW 27:125–126) 



 

 

 

Building Hope for the Future: Impact Phase 
 

September contributions have brought our total to $410,352, 

or 60.75% of our total commitments goal.  Thank you to all 

who contributed in September.  It has been nearly one year 

since we made these commitments, and we have made great 

progress.  But, of course, there is more to do.  Please keep 

Building Hope in your prayers and in your plans as we joyfully 

watch our new sanctuary rising out of the ground! 

To give online to Building Hope for the Future, simply go to 

Hope’s website (hopeplantcity.com) and click “GIVE HERE.” 

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/1nkt6jnhjnpj8hn83/TXwMESOW


 

 

https://hopepc.aidaform.com/enduring-faith-adult-zoom-2020


 

 In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Sue Crouse Gary Smith Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Pres. Donald Trump 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich Mark Stefanos Rev. Shea & Holly Pennington Our Nation & World 
Putt Crouse Liz Miller Millie Wetz LCMS Synod & District Our Armed Forces 

   Hope Staff & Ministries Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Margaret Bennett & Morris Dennison mourning death of Connie Dennison 
Frank DeJesus son-in-law of James & Lauretta Tennyson—heart attack  
Jerrie Edelman recovering; aortic aneurysm surgery  
Mary Ann Pitre family friend of Cindy Kemp—mourning her death 

CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Alan & Sue Griffin mourning death of friend Erna Whitaker 
Jaython 2-year old family friend of Paul & Barbara Ahlers—fall/head injury; PT & OT  
Kayra niece of Alan & Sue Griffin—rare form of lupus 
Wendell & Pam Lattz celebrating birth of grandson, Luke Alexander Drucker (9/28) 
Mary Lou Nash hospice 
Niver-Kimbrell Family mourning death of granddaughter, Kat 
Niver-Kimbrell Family mourning death of Lee’s brother, Jess 
Bryan Pfenning health concerns 
Beverly Pirhonen mourning death of friend, Mary 
Joan Reiter mother of Kathy Drapp—health concerns  
Shane grandson of James & Lauretta Tennyson—lost everything in Oregon fires 
  

BATTLING CANCER:     
Austin Dobbs Ginnie Donaldson Dale Jarvis Mary Lou Nash Betty Snaper 
Tom Battling Jace Driggers Gordon Long Ovie Judy Strait 
Laura Blake Kori Dunke Jean Marie Mactye Lynn Reagin Rev. Alan Struckmeyer 

Bob Broshelle Marcus Elam Pat Mailloux Fran Saitta Jeannie Lee Taylor 
Mary Clapp Tim Griffie Mari Becky Schlicher Rick Ward 

Alice Correia Jerry Gross Pat Mason Mary Scott Mr. Wells 
D JoAnne Hayashi Jennifer McCourt Abbey Sedlacek Millie Wetz 

Debbie Barry Himmel Faye Mueller Gary Smith Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Justin Rappa 
Jacob Bertsch Joshua Gross Tyler Newkirk Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 

Stephen Daniell—R Brad Landis Blake Paton—R Mike Szostkiewicz—R 
  Donnie Pittman  

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 

Please email your prayer requests to hopePCprays@gmail.com. 

mailto:hopepcprays@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request


 

 

 
 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (10/11/2020) ARE: 
Health Professional 8:00/Sally Kimbrell; 10:30/Oz Vargas 
Lector 8:00/Cathie Warner; 10:30/Nora Trivunovich 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Flowers Harsh family 
Offerings Alan & Sue Griffin 
Ushers Team 3 

8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin; 
10:30/ Stuart Howell,* Wendell Lattz, Andrew MacDonald, Ron MacDonald, Jack Moberg 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Larry & Connie Harsh on honor of Connie’s birthday 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (10/14/2020) ARE: 
Health Professional 6:30/April Walkenhorst 
Lector 6:30/Tena Matthews 
Elder on Duty 6:30/Todd Warner 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (10/18/2020) ARE: 
Health Professional 8:00/Joyce Van Matre; 10:30/Todd Warner 
Lector 8:00/Tena Matthews; 10:30/Cathie Warner 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Tom Reagin; 10:30/Mike McMinn 
Flowers T. Warner family 
Offerings Wendell & Pam Lattz 
Ushers Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume; 
10:30/Todd Warner,* Mack Goethe, Billy Mueller, Dora Mueller, Jim Szostkiewicz 

 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


