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C o n n e c t i n g  P e o p l e  t o  J e s u s  

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 
As we now enter those awesome seasons of 

Advent and Christmas, let me share with 
you two very important passages that truly 

sum up our mission here at Hope as we 

Connect People to Jesus! 
 

First is Luke 3:4:“The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord.’’” The other is Luke 2:20: “And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them.”  Now I know, that 
neither of those verses are unfamiliar to 

you...in fact you hear them every year at 
this time of year, and some of our favorite 

sounds of Advent are drawn from these 

Biblical texts.   
 

But what do they mean for us today? Be-
lieve it or not each of us as Baptized believ-

ers in our Lord are called by the Gospel to 
be modern day John the Baptists (minus 

the locusts and wild honey). The wilderness 

is symbolic of the world without Christ.  
Yes, our world is truly a vast wilderness 

without Christ! That wilderness can be 
found in your own home, your place of em-

ployment, even your classroom or the gro-

cery store as you are waiting in line. Right 
there the Lord gives you the opportunity to 

be  John the Baptist in that wilderness to 
the person waiting behind you or coming to 

your home for Christmas dinner. Are you 

having company this Christmas? Company 
perhaps that doesn’t worship our Newborn 

King? WOW…look at the opportunity God is 
giving you to be that John the Baptist and 

prepare the way for the Lord! 
 

I am always amazed when I hear from 

members, “We couldn’t come to church on 
Christmas, we had company and they don’t 
go to church.”  WOW…what a shame… 
while family time at Christmas is IM-

PORTANT we cannot let the devil win this one 

folks. As we know, he is alive and well and do-
ing all he can to keep God’s people (that’s each 

of us) out of His house. And we must realize 
that he will even use our families to prevent us 

from blending our voices with the songs of the 

angels as we sing the praises of Him who be-
came flesh to dwell among us. How great it 

would be if everyone of us that will be welcom-
ing company to our tables for Christmas, would 

bring them to church to the Father’s House to 
join us at the Father’s Table! I for one can think 

of no better gift you could give anyone this 

Christmas then to bring them to Christmas wor-
ship…in fact YOU would be giving them the 

greatest Christmas present EVER!   
 

How totally cool it would be that as you bid 

your company farewell, as they went back to 
their homes that they, upon hearing that good 

news of great joy that for YOU a Savior has 
been born who is Christ the Lord, they would be 

like those first shepherds praising God for all 
they had heard and seen! Only you can make 

that happen. This Advent and Christmas God is 

going to give you multiple opportunities to be 
His modern day John the Baptist…seize the op-

portunity that God gives you! Who knows, by 
being one of His Christmas angels and sharing 

the good news…you may witness a true Christ-

mas miracle as your company, by God’s grace, 
are turned into Christmas shepherds!  

 
It is my prayer as we embark on this most 

beautiful season, with an even more beautiful 

message, that God will use each of us to share 
that good news of great joy! (And if you need 

help inviting, we will have special Christmas 
invitations available for you!) 

 
Together in Sharing the Good News; 

 

                  Pastor Pfeffer 



Growing in the Grace of Giving 

prayer, and yet also see to it that 
the body is cared for; for they 
suggest several men who are to 
distribute the goods, as you have 
heard. Thus the Christian rule is 
concerned for the people in body 
and soul, so that no one suffers 
want . . . that all were richly fed 
and well cared for in both body 
and soul.”  
 

And this is one reason we give to 
the church. We give so that peo-
ple will see the church not just as 
a place that cares for souls, that 
forgives sins, but also a place 
that cares for the body. For the 
church is a place of mercy. It is a 
place where we inhale God’s 
mercy and loving kindness 
through the Word and the Sacra-
ments for the forgiveness of our 
sin. And it’s a place where we 
exhale the mercy we received 

there in love and service to our neighbor. The church 
cares for both the body and the soul.  
 

The church is not so heavenly minded that it forgets 
those in need on earth. In fact, it cares for the needs 
of this body and life precisely because it is heavenly 
minded. We seek to do what God has done for us. 
The church is so ordered that it does both. 
 

Giving to the church is a responsibility given to those 
who are the church. This can sometimes be difficult. 
But it is also a great joy. For in giving to the church 
we are giving back to God for His use for others 
what He has first given to us. In giving to the church, 
we participate in God’s work here in time for all eter-
nity. In giving to the church, we who are heavenly 
minded do what God has done for us: dwell with 
those who live in a fallen world and care for them in 
both body and soul. Let us, then, in this most joyous 
season of the church year, dwell not on the struggles 
in giving, but rather on the joy set before us in caring 
for body and soul as God in Christ has done for us.  

“The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 
God became man; he took on 
human flesh, so that men 
would once again dwell with 
God. In the fullness of time, 
the Son of God from eternity 
became a part of history to be 
born under the law in order to 
redeem those under the law. 
Christ came from heaven 
above to earth below for us 
men and for our salvation. He 
who knew no sin became sin 
so that we would be declared 
righteous in God’s sight. He 
was defiled so that we would 
be cleansed. He was born so 
that we would not die, and He 
died for us so that we would 
live in Him. He took upon Him-
self everything that rightfully 
belongs to us—sin and 
death—and in exchange gave 
to us everything that rightfully belongs to Him—
righteousness, life, and the status as the sons of 
God.  
 

This is what we celebrate in Advent and at Christ-
mas. We celebrate the coming of our Lord to save 
us from sin, death, and hell. We celebrate that God 
in Christ cared for us in body and soul, for He 
came not only to reconcile us to the Father by tak-
ing away our sin, but also to redeem us from death 
and hell so that we would live with Him in His king-
dom, which has no end.  
 

In a sermon on Acts 6 for St. Stephen’s Day, 
preached on December 26, 1522, Martin Luther 
said this: “From this story we learn in the first place 
how a Christian community should be constituted. 
In addition, we have a true pattern of spiritual gov-
ernment that the apostles here provide. They care 
for souls, occupy themselves with preaching and 

Financial Report 
at a Glance 

 
OCTOBER 

2014 
 

 

WORSHIP & SERVICE 

ATTENDANCE 

Total Monthly: 803 

Average per Week: 201 

(2013: 244) 

 

 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 

Net Monthly Income:  

$25,784 

 

Monthly Budgeted:  

*$31,372 

 

Year-to-Date Income:  

$279,434 

 

Budgeted through Month:  

*$313,706 

 

Monthly Income 
Less Expenses:  

($4,339) 

 

Year-to-Date:  

($32,352) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes amount in our Blueprint 

for Ministry and Mission 2014 

A generous man 
will himself be 
blessed, for he 
shares his food 
with the poor . 
Proverbs 22:9 
  

Human Care will be collecting gift cards in Decem-
ber to place at the feet of the manger. In this 
season of gift-giving, we remember to share what 
we have with others. The manger poster will be 
placed on the nursery window and any donated 
gift cards will be attached to it. The gift cards will 
be used to support the ministry of Feeding the 
Hungry on the fourth Saturday of each month. 
Please consider ordering a gift card from the 
Youth Scrip program; the December order will be 
on December 14th and this will then also benefit 
our youth program with a percentage of each 
order. 

Back by popular demand—just in time 
for the holidays! Hope’s own cook-
book, Feeding the Flock, is sure to 
have some recipes that you will want 
to make a tradition in your home.  
At just $10.00, you may also want to 
by a few for gifts. See a Fellowship 
Ministry Team member for details...or 
just stop by the Church Office during 
the week! 



From our Ministry Teams... 

3rd MONDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7th Annual Ladies’ Advent Tea 
 

 

Saturday, December 6th 

11:00am—1:00pm 
Hope Lutheran Church 

 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2014        
6:30PM 

Rehearsals continue: 
Sunday, December 7: 12-2PM 
Sunday, December 14: 12-2PM 
Saturday, December 20: 10AM-12 (Dress Rehearsal) 

  Missions & Outreach 

Ministry Team will be 

putting together Christ-

mas shoeboxes for Feed-

ing the Hungry and Unit-

ed Food Bank of Plant 

City. We have received 

$250 from Thrivent to 

assist us.  

Shoeboxes will be assembled as a part of our Wednes-

day Advent Worship on December 17th to be distribut-

ed at the Food Bank on December 20th and at the park 

on December 27th.  
 

Items Needed (Adults, Teens & Children): 

Hygiene: toothbrushes, tooth paste, deodorant, soap, 

body wash, wash clothes, shaving items 

Toys: small dolls, stuffed animals, cars, games, coloring 

books 

School Supplies: pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons, 

markers, notebooks, paper 

Candy & Sweets 
 

Please bring NEW (These are Christmas gifts!) items to 

the Narthex NO LATER THAN Sunday, December 14th; 

then join us on Wednesday, December 17th at 6:30PM 

to assemble the shoeboxes. Let us give the gift of 

Christmas to those in need in Plant City! 

It's that time of year! 
It's time to enjoy a Christmas Lunch together at the  

 
 
  
                        in Ybor City. 
 

Mark your calendars for Monday, December 15. 
 

We'll gather at church for devotions and carpooling 
at 11:00AM. 

 

Oh!—We will be "brown bagging" it,  
but the bags won't be filled with food!  

  

When you sign in on the list in the Narthex,  
be sure to take a bag from the basket.  

In the bag, place a Christmas ornament. This can 
 be something made, repurposed, or purchased. 
(Nothing more than a few $, please.) Place your 

name only on a slip paper inside the bag. Think about 
why you chose that ornament; the color, the shape, 

the sparkle, a reminder of a special moment from your 
past. Bring this bag with you to church were you will 

exchange it for a number. After lunch, we will have an 
ornament drawing, and you can share the reason for 

the ornament you brought.   
 

Precious memories in a plain, undecorated, bag. 



 

    †          †         † 

 Cdfhjklmn Lyn Senkarik, Deaconess 
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On November 5th, Hope’s Stephen Ministry sponsored a 
OCC Shoebox Packing Party. A total 58 boxes were packed: 
Girls: Ages 2-4: 4 boxes; Ages 5-9: 14 boxes; Ages 10-14: 14 boxes & Boys: 

Ages 2-4: 4 boxes; Ages 5-9: 17 boxes; Ages 10-14: 5 boxes  

Merry Christmas! 

18th 

18th 

19th 

20th 

20th 

24th 

24th 

26th 

28th 

31st 

Denise Knoll 

Kelly Parrish 

Cindy Kemp 

Rick Albrecht 

Theresa Smith 

Stuart Howell 

Willa McMinn 

Franco Donadelli 

Michele Floyd 

Tena Matthews 

6th 

7th 

8th 

22nd 

22nd 

26th 

28th 

Harold & Tami Hastings (28) 

Carlos & Michele Floyd (29) 

Ernie & Jerrie Edelman (52) 

John & Susan Burtz (12) 

James & Lauretta Tennyson (57) 

David & Gretchen King (22) 

Ken & Becky Hartmann (28) 

2nd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

8th 

13th 

14th 

14th 

15th 

17th 

18th 

Destiny Masters 

Kim McInnis 

Lois Reaume 

Bob Wagner 

David Bent 

Brad Landis 

James Tennyson 

Millie Houck 

Kylie Shumaker 

Michael Szostkiewicz 

Brenda Engel 

 

           MEMBERSHIP  

         UPDATES 

 

 

   Called Home:  

   Ruth Brown 
October 28, 2014 

Memorial Service:  

November 1, 2014 

Kassi Hastings & Brad Dennis  
engaged on October 10th 

 

Daniel Pfeffer & Jesilynn Drake 
engaged on November 21st 



Turkey Leftovers… 

At this point it seems like our 20th Annual Turkey Supper 
was ages ago instead of just a few short weeks…many, 
many thanks go to our own Mark Stefanos  who once 

again labored and labored, planned and planned, cooked 
and cooked to get us ready for the big day.  Mark, we 

can’t say enough how much we thank God for you and 
your using your God given abilities to advance the King-

dom work here at Hope!   

Many thanks also to everyone 

who did everything to make 
the day a success from donat-

ing turkeys to bringing in des-
serts to praying God’s bless-

ings on the day…we couldn’t 

have done it without the pray-
ers and support of EVERY part 

of the body of Christ here at 
Hope! Truly what an AWE-

SOME day God gave us to Connect People to Jesus! 
 

For your information,  
here are the statistics as we have them: 

Meals served: 769 
Gross income: $7,390 

“What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world, yet loses his own soul?” 



A new flower chart is on the  
bulletin board in the Narthex 

 

Either one or two families can sign up for a particular Sun-
day. If the flowers are for a special occasion, write the 
occasion next to your name on the chart. The florist 
charges $30.00 for two vases. 

 

Mark your special offering envelope: Flowers. 

NEW 2015 OFFICERS & MINISTRY TEAMS  

TO BE INSTALLED 
The installation of our newly elected Board of Directors, as 

well as those elected to or returning to the many ministry 

teams within our congregation, will be take place on  
Sunday, January 4th at both 8:00 & 10:30 worship services.  

Please plan on attending one of these special services and 

pray God's blessings on our new officers and give thanks to 

God for those who have faithfully served our Lord and will are 

taking "a well deserved sabbatical" this year to pursue other 

avenues of service to our giving Lord.  

  2015 Ministry Teams 
PRESIDENT – Tom Reagin 

VICE PRESIDENT – Ken Hartmann 

SECRETARY – Liz Pfeffer 
TREASURER – Dodie Walker 

ASSISTANT TREASURER – Daniel Pfeffer 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY – Jonie Wenzel 

PAST PRESIDENT – Dane Petersen 

ELDERS 
Lonnie Bertsch 
Wally Clissold 

Jim Drapp 
Mike McMinn 

Nick Trivunovich 
Bob Wagner 
Todd Warner 

Wayne Warner  

CHRISTIAN GROWTH & DISCIPLESHIP 
Susan Burtz 

Jesilynn Drake 
Kathy Drapp 

Michael Greatens 
Stacey Greatens 
Theresa Smith 

Nora Trivunovich 
 

FELLOWSHIP 
Gerry Buschbacher 

Tami Hastings 
Yolanda Heipp 

Carol Kloha 
Tena Matthews 
Cindy Petersen 

Chris Rowe 
Loretta Scott  

HEALTH 
Sally Kimbrell 
Linda Miller 

Lyn Senkarik 
Dick Van Matre 

Joyce Van Matre  
Barbara Workley 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 
Diane Bertsch 

Carol Finn 
Mary Jo Flamm 
Patrick Griffin 
Willa McMinn 
Ernie Reaume 
Lois Reaume 

STEWARDSHIP & HUMAN CARE 
Sandy Howell 

Tracy MacDonald 
Ron Wagner 

TRUSTEES 
Harold Hastings 

Stuart Howell 
Jim Kloha 

Ron MacDonald 
Lev Stone 

Jim Szostkiewicz 
John Via 

YOUTH 
Maria Donadelli 
Jason Pfeffer 

Meghan Trivunovich 
Brittany Warner 
Cathie Warner 

 

Attention NEW ministry team members: 
YOU are invited to join your new ministry 
team for their December meetings: 

Tuesday 12/2 
@ 5:30PM 

Fellowship Pastor’s Office 

Tuesday 12/2 
@ 6:30PM 

Elders 
Missions & Outreach 

Conference Room 
Fellowship Hall 

Saturday 12/6 
@ 8:00AM 

Trustees Around Campus 

Sunday 12/7 
@ 11:45AM 

Christian Growth Fellowship Hall 

Thursday 
12/11 

@ 6:30PM 
Board of Directors Conference Room 

Sunday 12/14 
@ 11:45AM 

Human Care 
Youth 

Fellowship Hall 

   

New Sessions begin  

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 at 6:30PM  

in Stephen Ministry Room 
 

For more information, contact Lyn Senkarik 



The Legend of the 
Poinsettia 

Over time, poinsettias have been used to adorn our 

Lord’s altar for the celebration of His birth. The legend 

of the plant we now associate with Christmas arose 

years ago in Mexico, where it was traditional to leave 

gifts on an altar for Jesus 

on Christmas Eve. As  the 

story goes, among a group 

of worshipers one night 

was a poor boy that had 

no present. The boy knelt 

outside the church window 

and prayed. In the spot 

where he knelt, there 

sprung a Beautiful plant 

with vibrant red leaves. In 

Mexico, it is called “the 

Flower of the Holy Night.” It 

was brought to America 

by Ambassador Dr. Joel 

Roberts Poinsett where it 

was renamed in his honor. 

CHRISTMAS BUTTONS 
Living as we do in a world that wants to be “politically cor-

rect,” we find that sometimes—most times, what we stand for 

as Christians—what we believe, teach and confess is some-

times silenced to avoid offending someone. We don’t think we 

need to elaborate how, in our lifetimes we have seen our 

schools go from a “Christmas Vacation” to “Winter Break” 

and how clerks in stores cannot wish anyone a “Merry 

Christmas”, but now must say “Happy Holidays.” When will 

Dickens' classic “A Christmas Carol” to be turned into “A 

Holiday Carol”, or is it the “Grinch Who Stole the Holi-

days?” Do you want to be wished a “Merry Christmas” when 

you go to the store or to the mall or at the gas station? Well, 

we have the answer for you…watch your Sunday announce-

ments for the news that our “Merry Christmas” buttons have 

arrived! We have ordered 300 of these buttons for Hope 

members to proudly wear in 

our community as a mes-

sage that without Christ 

there can be no Christmas! 

These buttons are in the 

Narthex and available to all 

Hope members. We do how-

ever ask, that if you are 

able, please place a donation 

in the offering basket that 

will be with the buttons to 

help offset the cost.   

can be heard EVERY Sunday  

at 7:30AM on 540AM 

 
Topics for this month: 

December 7: "We Need Something Stronger" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus exchanges our weakness for His strength. (Mark 1:1-8) 
 
December 14: "In Christ, Unbroken" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
God's grace restores those broken by sin and grief. (Isaiah 61:1-
4, 8-11) 
 
December 21: "Surprised by Grace" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
God's grace comes as a surprise and blessing to those who de-
serve none of it.  
(Luke 1:26-38) 
 
December 28: "Monsters in Our Tomorrows" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Ken Klaus 
Unknown monsters lurk in the shadows of the new year but 
Christ will carry us through. 
(Romans 8:37-39) 

 

THE Youth SCOOP 
At Hope Lutheran Church 

Contact  Vicar Shea:  

hopepcvicar@gmail.com or 813-752-4622 

On-Going Events: 
 

Sundays @ 9:15am 
Family Bible Hour—Meet in Fellowship Hall 

December: 
 3rd—Advent Fellowship Dinner 
 13th—Christmas Party @ Pfeffer’s home 
 20th—Food Bank Shoebox event 
 31st—New Year’s Eve Party @ Warner’s home 



Chrismons will once again adorn the trees in our chancel 
thanks to the many hands who lovingly decorate our church 
and make it so warm and inviting.  
 
The word Chrismon is a contraction of the two words—Christ 
and Monogram. A Chrismon Tree decorated with symbols 
from Christian history tells a story of the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

 

Shell—Signified the Baptism of Christ 

Jerusalem Cross—A symbol of the Crusades 

Descending Dove—Represents the Holy Spirit 

Stylized Fish—Early Christians used the fish as an easily 

made and recognized symbol. 

Sun—A symbol of the Son of Righteousness 

Fleur de Lis—The flower of the virgin Mary 

Butterfly—A symbol of New Life and The Resurrection 

I.H.S.—The first three letters of Jesus in Greek. 

Anchor Cross—An early symbol meaning steadfastness 

and hope 

Shepherd's Crook—A cross, hung with Alpha and Ome-

ga to show that this staff refers to the Good Shep-

herd. 

The Fish—Use of the Fish as a symbol for early Chris-

tians developed because the letters of the Greek 

word for fish, Ichthus, formed and acrostic on the 

phrase Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior. 

Three Entwined Circles—A symbol for the Holy Trinity 

The Crown—A symbol of the Kingship of Jesus, the King 

of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

Chi Rho with Alpha and Omega—The Chi Rho is the 

oldest monogram of Christ. The Alpha and Omega 

are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, 

thus the beginning and end are symbolic. 

The two trees on the floor of the church are the Hope 
Family trees.  These are the trees that hold the many 
beautiful Chrismons described left. These trees also have a 
Christmas ball with the name of a Hope Family member.  
Each family of Hope is represented by one of the clear 
balls on the trees.  The trees by the altar are known as 
the: Sinners’ tree (lectern side) and the Saints’ tree (pulpit 
side).   
 

The Sinners’ tree is decorated with 33 red balls, to remind 
of the forbidden fruit of which God commanded Adam & 
Eve not to eat and also is the age of our Lord at the time 
of His death on the cross.  The ribbon through the tree is a 
reminder to us of the serpent—Satan who tempted Adam 
& Eve to eat of the fruit.    
 

On the Saints’ tree, you will find  33 white decorations rep-
resenting the purity of our Lord.  The three white stream-
ers remind us of the grace we receive from our Triune 
God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit and the lights are sym-
bolic of Christ, who is the Light of the world.  

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
CHRISTMAS TREE CONTEST 

 

This year Hope will again participate in the Plant City 
Chamber of Commerce Christmas Tree contest. Com-

munity residents will pick up a card at the Chamber 

office, and the goal is for them to fill that card with 
stamps from the participating members of the Cham-

ber with Christmas Trees on display. Residents will 
submit their completed card to the Chamber for a gift 

card drawing. ANYONE IS ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN 

THIS CONTEST, SO GO TO THE CHAMBER OFFICE 
AND REGISTER TO PARTICIPATE.   

 
When people will come by to view our trees (family 

trees on the floor), the will receive an invitation to 
Sunday and Christmas worship opportunities, a copy 

of this issue of “Hope’s Anchor” that explains our 

trees, a Christmas devotional and information about 
the many ministry opportunities at Hope. At the end of 

the contest, the Chamber will select from all the votes 
submitted, the best 

Christmas tree in 

Plant City. (Be sure to 
vote for Hope!) 



Come and See...Worship with Us! 

 ADULTS 
COMFORT & JOY: we will explore the ways in which Jesus 
brings us comfort through His peace, pardon, presence and 
power. Study and discussion questions, prayers and reflections 
will help students see that the comfort of Christ enables us to 
experience joy in this season, even through troubling and unset-
tling circumstances. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 

MOSES AND THE BOOK OF EXODUS: The book of Exodus in 
the Old Testament details God’s call to the people of Israel to 
get up and leave their position of slavery in Egypt. Join us on the 
journey as we study and learn of God’s rescue and deliverance 
of His people under the leadership of Moses. Bring your Bibles 
and be prepared to discover and take note of practical applica-
tions for today’s personal challenges through the example of 
Moses and the Israelites. Leader: Gloria Warner 
 

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 12 
GROWING IN CHRIST: This quarter we turn our attention to the 
birth of our Lord and His early ministry in the calling of His disci-
ples along with some of Jesus’ miracles. Together students and 
leaders will explore the life of our Lord and what it means for us 
today.  Leaders: Various 

 

All Classes begin in Fellowship Hall  
immediately following 8AM Worship 

Give yourself a break from the “Shop till you drop” way of life this Christmas  
season and prepare your heart for the birthday of the King! 

 

Midweek Advent Worship 
4:30PM—Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

5:15PM—Fellowship Dinner 
6:30PM—Contemporary Worship, Fellowship Hall 

Join us as we celebrate the gift of  

God’s Son—The Heart of Christmas! 

Christmas Eve 
5:30PM—Spanish Christmas Worship 

w/Holy Communion 
 

7:00PM—Candlelight Worship 
 

10:30PM—Candlelight Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

 
 

Christmas Day 
10:30AM—Christmas Worship  

w/Holy Communion 
 

 

DECEMBER 3:The Peace of Christ:  

True Peace comes only through Jesus  

and the forgiveness He alone brings.  

Dinner Host: Youth 

Menu: Chili donated by Wendy’s of Lakeland 

 

DECEMBER 10: The Pardon of Christ:  

We prepare the way of the Lord through repentance as 

Christ’s forgiveness makes the rough places of our 

lives smooth.  

Dinner Host: Family Assistance Ministry 

Menu: Sloppy Joes 

 

DECEMBER 17:The Presence of Christ:  

We remember that Christ is present with us now  

and that he will come again in glory on the last day.  

Dinner Host: Missions & Outreach Ministry 

Menu: Red Beans & Rice 

 

(Menus subject to change; published in Sunday bulletins) 



Make checks payable to: HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Scrip orders will be in your church mailbox  
the Sunday after orders are due. 

 Scrip Order Form 
Due: December 14 

ORDER TOTAL   

NAME  

Restaurant # Value Total $ 

Applebee's  $25  

Bob Evans  $20  

Bonefish Grill  $25  

Boston Market  $10  

Buca di Beppo  $25  

Burger King  $10  

Carrabba’s Italian Grill  $25  

Chili's  $10/$25  

Chipolte  $10  

Cold Stone Creamery  $10  

Cracker Barrel  $25  

Dairy Queen  $10  

Denny’s  $10  

Domino’s Pizza  $10  

Dunkin Donuts  $10  

IHOP  $25  

KFC  $5  

Little Caesars  $20  

Longhorn Steakhouse  $25  

Mimi’s Cafe  $25  

OliveGarden/RedLobster  $10/$25  

OutBack Steakhouse  $25  

Panera Bread  $5/$10/$25  

Papa John’s  $10  

Ruby Tuesday's  $10/$25  

Starbucks  $10  

Steak & Shake  $10  

Subway  $25  

Taco Bell  $10  

Wendy’s  $10  

Grocery Stores # Value Total $ 

GFS Marketplace  $25  

Winn Dixie  $50  

Walmart/Sam’s Club  $25  

Gas Stations # Value Total $ 

BP Gas  $50  

Exxon  $25  

HESS  $50  

Shell  $25  

Sunoco  $50  

Stores # Value Total $ 

Amazon.com  $25  

AMC Theatres  $25  

Autozone  $25  

Barnes & Noble  $25  

Books a Million  $15  

Claire’s  $10  

Dillard’s  $25  

Dick’s Sporting Goods  $25  

Disney  $25  

Family Christian Stores  $25  

iTunes  $25  

JCPenney  $25  

Jo Ann Fabrics   $25  

Kmart  $25  

Kohl’s  $25  

Michael’s  $25  

Old Navy  $25  

Payless Shoes  $10  

PetSmart  $25  

Ross Dress for Less  $25  

Sears  $25  

Target  $25  

Visa Gift Card   $50  

Walmart  $25  

Hardware Stores # Value Total $ 

Ace  $25  

Home Depot  $25  

Lowe’s  $25  
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Jesus loves you! 

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF CHRISTMAS 
 

I. Thou shalt not leave “Christ” out of Christmas. 

II. Thou shalt prepare thy soul for Christmas. Spend not so 

much on gifts that your soul is forgotten. 

III. Thou shalt not let Santa Claus replace Christ, thus robbing 

the day of real meaning. 

IV. Thou shalt not burden the shop girl, the mailman, and the 

merchant with complaints or demands. 

V. Thou shalt give of yourself a gift. This will increase its value a 

hundred fold, and he who receives it will treasure it forever. 

VI. Thou shalt not value gifts received by their cost. Even the 

least expensive gift can signify love, and that is more price-

less than silver or gold. 

VII.  Thou shalt not neglect the needy. Share your blessings with 

others. 

VIII.  Thou shalt not neglect your church. Its services highlight the 

true meaning of the season. 

IX. Thou shalt be as a little child. Not until you have become in 

spirit as a little one are you ready to enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

X. Thou shalt give thy heart to Christ. O dearest Jesus, holy 

child, prepare a bed soft, undefiled, A holy shrine within my 

heart, that you and I need never part. 

 
Anyone keeping these commandments is sure to have  

a blessed Christmas! 


