
Genesis 9:20-27 – Noah’s Drunkenness  
 
Ham – saw his father’s nakedness; we don’t know the whole story – perhaps he 
was happy to relay what he saw to his brothers and encouraged them to take a 
look 

- Whatever he did, it was disrespectful to his father. 
 

- Alcohol – isn’t a stimulant; it’s a narcotic 
o Person loses self-control 
o When you consider who Noah was (preacher of righteousness and 

what he had done (saved his household from death), his sin becomes 
even more repulsive. 

o The Bible doesn’t excuse the sins of saints but mentions them as 
warnings for us. 

 
Shem and Japheth – Instead of laughing, they showed their father love 

- Practiced Proverbs 10:12 – “Love covers all sins.” 
- Backed into tent, covered Noah’s naked body with their eyes averted 
- Love doesn’t go around exposing people’s sins and encouraging others to 

spread the bad news about them. 
 
When Noah woke up and discovered the garment over himself, perhaps he spoke 
to his eldest son first (Japheth) and asked what happened. 
 
What follows is not so much a curse as it is a prophecy concerning his children 
and grandchildren. 

- The word “curse” is used only once, but it’s directed at Ham’s youngest son 
Canaan and not Ham himself.  This suggests that Noah was describing the 
future of his sons and one grandson on the basis of what he saw in their 
character (not unlike what Jacob did before he died – Genesis 49). 

 
Ham’s son Canaan – Heathen descendants 

- If Noah had wanted to pronounce a curse, it would have been directed at 
Ham – but instead he named Canaan 3 times. 

- The Canaanites are the very nations the Israelites conquered and whose 
land they inhabited. 

- Moral decay of the Canaanite society 



- God warned the Jews not to compromise with the Canaanite way of life and 
to destroy everything that would tempt them in that direction. 

- Some of these built large and advanced civilizations – Babylonians, 
Assyrians, Egyptians.  In one sense you could say they served the whole 
world through their development of ideas and implements. 

 
 
Shem – the Jewish people came from this line – Shemites/Semites – Semitic 
people 

- Note in verse 9:26 that Noah didn’t bless Shem; he blessed “the Lord, the 
God of Shem” – In doing so, gave glory to God for what He would do 
through Shem’s descendants. 

- Shem – ancestor of Abraham, the founder of the Jewish nation 
- It is though Israel that we have the knowledge of the true God, the 

written Word of God, and the Savior, Jesus Christ, who was born in 
Bethlehem from the tribe of Judah. 

 
 
Japheth 

- He’s the ancestor of what we generally call the “Gentile nations.” 
- The Hamites built large civilizations in the east, and the Semites settle in 

the land of Canaan and surrounding territory, but the descendants of 
Japheth spread out much farther than their relatives and even reached 
what we know as Asia Minor and Europe . 

- Successful in conquests, but when it came to spiritual things, they would 
have to depend on Shem and find God “in the tents of Shem” – Israel was 
chosen by God to be a “light to the Gentiles.” 

- When Jesus came to earth, He brought light to the Gentiles, and the 
apostles and the early church carried that light to the nations. 

 
In our walk with God, we climb the hills and sometimes descend into the 
valleys.  Let’s try to finish well. 
 
 
 

- From The Wiersbe Bible Commentary – Old Testament – pages 48-50 



Ephesians 5:22-24 says: 

 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the 

husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of 

the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the 

church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in 

everything to their husbands. 

 

These verses often chafe modern readers. The passage brings 

to mind passivity, powerlessness, and a mindless obedience to 

someone who may not have the integrity to deserve it. The 

Greek word used for submit in the verses is hupotasso, which 

means to voluntarily submit to, to yield to another's advice, to 

place one's power under the authority of another.  

Hupotasso, translated "submit" or "be subject to," was used in 

a military context in reference to arranging military troops 

under the command of a leader. Of course, the purpose of that 

is to designate responsibilities so the mission of the unit can 

be accomplished. God is laying out His organizational structure 

for the protection and effectiveness of His military units going 

to war (Ephesians 6:12). 

 

Another misunderstood passage emphasizes this; 

the ezer of Genesis 2:18, downgraded to "helper" or 

"helpmeet" in English translations. Ezer more accurately refers 

to help in a desperate time of need. It comes from two different 

roots, one referring to rescue and the other to strength. Ezer is 

also used in the Old Testament to refer to God's help. We 

might compare this to a warrior perfectly designed to help and 

rescue another. It is the air support to the ground troops. Air 

forces are not typically ordered by command to take and hold 

enemy ground—boots on the ground are. The air support can 

run reconnaissance, give intelligence and advice, and provide 

clarity to the situation. The ground forces determine the battle 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.22-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%206.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.18


objective, hold the territory, and tell the planes where to strike. 

They also understand the limitations of the aircraft. Weather, 

fuel limitations, and surface to air missiles can demolish an air 

squadron just as circumstances, energy depletion, and spiritual 

warfare can diminish a wife's effectiveness to help and protect 

her mate. Likewise, when the battle is particularly fierce or 

prolonged, the air support drops supplies and, if necessary, 

rescues the wounded. But if the air forces do not submit to the 

ground troops' commands, at best the air strike will be 

ineffective and, at worst, the planes will bomb those they were 

supposed to protect. 

To apply the metaphor, we begin at the top—Jesus as 

commander. He is responsible for waging the spiritual battle 

around us. We start, always, by submitting our power to His 

authority so He can use us in the most effective way. 

 

In the family unit, the "boots on the ground" is supposed to be 

the husband. Jesus has charged him to care for a family that 

works as a unit in the spiritual war. The wife, so close to her 

husband that they act as one fierce organism working toward a 

single goal, submits her own power to her husband's authority. 

If she takes her support away from him—support designed to 

protect and supply the entire unit—he will probably not survive, 

and it will be very unlikely the family unit will reach the goals 

Jesus prepared for them (Ephesians 2:10). At the same time, 

the husband needs to allow his wife to use her strengths, 

including her unique perspective and abili ties, while keeping in 

mind her limitations so that she won't be drained to 

ineffectiveness in the process (1 Peter 3:7). 

 

Source:  https://www.compellingtruth.org/wives-submit.html 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.7
https://www.compellingtruth.org/wives-submit.html


Khshayarshan (Persian) 
 

Ahasuerus (uh-haz-yoo-EER-us) (Hebrew) 
 

Xerxes (ZURK-seez)  (Greek) 
 
 

- Ruled over the Persian Empire from 486/485 to 465 BC 


