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C o n n e c t i n g  P e o p l e  t o  J e s u s  

Family of Hope: 
 
“Happy New Year!” 2015 is here. So, sayonara 
2014 it was fun while it lasted, but there is a 
new year in town and you know what that 
means…New Year’s resolutions. 
 

The start of a new year brings with it an oppor-
tunity for a fresh start, for new goals and chal-
lenges. There is the excitement of something 
new, or the drive to make your life better, or 
healthier. The big question everyone is asking is 
“What’s your New Year resolution?” Perhaps, this 
year is the prime opportunity for you to pay off 
your mortgage, car, or other debt. Maybe this 
year you’re finally going to plan, and take, that 
vacation you always wanted. Or, you’re finally 
going to travel outside the states and overseas 
to experience new culture, meet new people and 

maybe pick up a new language.  Or perhaps 
you, like so many others, are going to strive for 
better health and wellbeing. After all, New Year 
after New Year, health tends to be, by far, the 
number one resolution. 
 

Across the nation, fitness centers, gyms, other 
health centers skyrocket in attendance. January 
is the month of health resolutions, and these 
heath goals vary. Not everyone is looking to be 
an elite athlete and run in an Iron Man. Many 
have other goals. Some want to live a more ac-
tive lifestyle. Some may want to pick up weight 
training, running, swimming, hiking, or other 
various kinds of exercise. Others may only be 
looking to shed some pounds for an upcoming 
event, or to shed those holiday pounds they 
packed on. Whatever your resolution is 2015 is 
the time to start. 
 

In the spirit of the New Year, I want to ask you 
this question: “What is your New Year reso-
lution(s) to connect people to Jesus?” 
 

When someone asks for my New Year’s resolu-
tion, or they give me their New Year’s resolution, 
our answers almost always have to do with self-
betterment. Now don’t misunderstand. Resolu-
tions that pertain to our physical, emotional and 
spiritual wellbeing are vital and important. Yet, 
part of our overall wellbeing, especially our spir-
itual wellbeing, is connecting people to Jesus. 
Part of what draws us closer to Him is sharing 
His gospel and love with others. And this is the 

will of Jesus for us: 
“A new commandment I give to you that you 
love one another: as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. By this all people 
will know that you are my disciple.”  
(John 13:34-35) 
 

2014 is over; it’s time for a new year and fresh start. 

Therefore, as you begin 2015 with hopes of renewal, 
restoration and resolution that come in Christ alone, 
I challenge you to always be ready to share the 
hope you have within. I encourage you to pray with-
out ceasing. Filled with the comfort and joy of our 
Lord and Savior, I ask you “What are you going to 
do to connect people to Jesus?” 
 

Here are some thoughts to help spur your ideas for 
connecting people to Jesus: 

 Invite people to worship, and outreach. 

 Participate in Feeding the Hungry. 

 Adults invite youth to Youth groups events. 

 Youth invite friends to Youth group stuff. 

 Give your time and talents to helping youth 

(whether at hope or through other organiza-

tions) 

 Build relationships with non-believers. 

 Love like Jesus. Forgive others as God has 

forgiven you. Don’t give up on others either. 
Go after those who are falling away, or who 
struggle with temptation(s).  Continue to 
share the Gospel with those that don’t seem 
like they will ever come to faith.  

 
In Christ and with His Love, 

                 

Vicar Shea 



Growing in the Grace of Giving 

How much do we give to 

the local congregation? 

Our only instructions are 

these: to give regularly (1 

Cor 6:1–2), proportionally 

(1 Cor 16:1–2; 2 Cor 

8:12), and generously (2 

Cor 8:20) of our first 

fruits (Gen 4:4; Prov 3:9; 

Lev 27:30) with a spirit of 

eagerness (2 Cor 9:2), 

earnestness (2 Cor 8:7), 

cheerfulness (2 Cor 9:7), 

and love (2 Cor 8:23).  

 

In other words, giving to the church is not to be an 

afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In 

this way, it is deliberate. We set it aside beforehand, 

before anything else is spent. From those first fruits, 

we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. 

Ten percent was the standard for the Israelites. This 

was a command for them. We’re not bound to that 

command in the same way as they were. Just like 

we are not bound to all the regulations of the Sab-

bath day (no physical labor, no hot meals, etc.). But 

the pattern remains: Christians still gather for wor-

ship once a week, for how could we do less than the 

Israelites did? Likewise, does it seem right that we 

would support the New Testament ministry at a rate 

less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament 

ministry? 

 

And how are we to give it? We give it with eager-

ness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with 

love, not out of compulsion. For through the preach-

ing of the Gospel and the administration of the Sac-

raments, God has made us His children, forgiven us 

all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us 

life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and filled 

us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes 

giving a joy. For it is more blessed to give than to 

receive (Acts 20:35).  

 

It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, 

our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part 

in the work that He accomplishes here on earth, 

providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel 

as well as those who are in need. Taking part in that, 

makes all our work holy work, work that is done in 

Stewardship doesn’t 

have to be difficult. We 

often make it more 

difficult than it need be. 

The fundamentals of 

stewardship come from 

answering these basic 

questions: Who are 

you? To whom do I 

give? And how much? 

It’s that simple.  

 

So who are you? Look 

at the Table of Duties in the Small Catechism. Are 

you a hearer of God’s Word? Are you a citizen of 

society? Are you a member of a family? Steward-

ship covers these three estates: church, society, 

family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to 

society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties 

and questions, arise in giving to the church.  

 

So what are our stewardship duties as members of 

the church? The Table of Duties gives us a guide. 

If you are a hearer, a member of the church who 

receives instruction, St. Paul taught: “Anyone who 

receives instruction in the word must share all 

good things with his instructor” (Gal 6:6). This 

means that the local congregation is primary.  

 

The primary recipient of stewardship resides here.. 

Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel 

to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacra-

ments to you. Your congregation is the place 

where those things are given out. Therefore, we 

give to the local congregation to ensure that this 

continues. We don’t vote with our giving. We 

don’t let the pastor or the congregation know we 

are unhappy by how we give: because we are sup-

posed to see our giving as giving to our Lord!  

 

Thus, when God calls us to give to the church, He 

has His work in mind – especially right where we 

live. For “the Lord has commanded that those who 

preach the gospel should receive their living from 

the gospel” (1 Cor 9:14). “Do not be deceived: 

God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he 

sows” (Gal 6:7).  

 

Financial Report 
at a Glance 

 
NOVEMBER 

2014 
 

 

WORSHIP & SERVICE 

ATTENDANCE 

Total Monthly: 1,235 

Average per Week: 247 

(2013: 262) 

 

 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 

Net Monthly Income:  

$28,110 

 

Monthly Budgeted:  

*$31,372 

 

Year-to-Date Income:  

$307,544 

 

Budgeted through Month:  

*$345,078 

 

Monthly Income 
Less Expenses:  

($1,057) 

 

Year-to-Date:  

($33,441) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes amount in our Blueprint 

for Ministry and Mission 2014 



From our Ministry Teams... 

3rd MONDAY 

It is time to start the new year 2015  
with new friends and  

earning about new things together  
at HT3M! 

 
On Monday, January 19th at 11:00AM, 

we will join together in Fellowship Hall.  
 

Everyone is invited to bring their own lunch 
and a hobby to show or tell about—it can be 

collections, hobbies, or travel trips. 
 

We will get to know each other better.  
 

Please invite someone to come with you  
so we can expand our acquaintance circle.  

ALL ages are welcome! 

Your Human Care Ministry Team is re-stocking the shelves 
of the United Food Bank of Plant City. The food bank is 
helping many families during this holiday season, and soon 
their shelves will be bare. Please help by donating canned 
goods and non-perishable foods throughout the month of 
January.  
 

     Collection basket is in the Narthex.  

THE Youth SCOOP 
At Hope Lutheran Church 
Contact  Vicar Shea: hopepcvicar@gmail.com or 813-752-4622 

On-Going Events: 
 

Sundays @ 9:15am 
Family Bible Hour—Meet in Fellowship Hall 

 

3rd Wednesdays @ 6:30pm 
Youth-led Worship—Meet in Sanctuary 

January: 
 10th @ 6:00PM—Winter Jam, Amalie Arena, Tampa 
 TBA—Servant 



2015 Flower Chart  
on the Narthex Bulletin Board 

 

Either one or two families can sign up for a particular 
Sunday. If the flowers are for a special occasion, write 
the occasion next to your name on the chart. The 
florist charges $30.00 for two vases. 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES: 

 We appreciate the tremendous response of our 
people over the years to beautify the chancel 
with flowers.  However, we can only accommo-
date 2 bouquets each week, so please, no more 
than two families each week should sign up. 

 It is the responsibility of the donor to pick up the 
flowers in the chancel immediately following the 
10:30 worship service. If this is not possible, flow-
ers can be picked up in the office on Monday 
morning or you can let the office know to give 
your flowers to shut ins etc. as Pastor makes his 
visits during the week. 

 All flower payments should be made no later 
than the Sunday they are on the altar.  Simply 
use the white envelopes in your pew and indi-
cate “altar flowers.”  

 

Thanks again to EVRYONE for this extra loving act to 

beautify our sanctuary!  

 

 

 

 

This is your chance to be part of something 

 BIG! 
Something filled with compassion…

Something where you can really make a 

difference in someone’s life!  

Recruitment for the Stephen Ministry 
program will begin in January. 

(Information packets will be available 

after the new year.)  

Classes will begin on 

Monday, Jan. 13th
.  

We ask that you 

prayerfully consider 

th i s  oppor tun i -

ty...Because we can 

make a difference!!! 

20th    Ron & Connie Maronn    (47)  
30th    Mike & Rita Sweeney      (34) 



2015 OFFICERS & MINISTRY TEAMS TO BE INSTALLED 
The installation of our newly elected Board of Directors, as well 

as those elected to or returning to the many ministry teams 

within our congregation, will be take place on Sunday, Janu-

ary 4th at both 8:00 & 10:30 worship services (whichever service 

you attend that day) and on Wednesday, January 7th (for 

those who are unable to attend on Sunday). Please keep our 

2015 leadership in your prayers as they undertake the task of 

moving us forward as we strive to connect people to Jesus!  

Many thanks to those who served this past year who now take 

rest from their labors… “well done good and faithful servants!”  

Your brothers and sisters in Christ truly thank God for you and 

your ministry!   
 

 This years leaders and team members are:   
PRESIDENT – Tom Reagin 

VICE PRESIDENT – Ken Hartmann 
SECRETARY – Liz Pfeffer 

TREASURER – Dodie Walker 
ASSISTANT TREASURER – Daniel Pfeffer 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY – Jonie Wenzel 

PAST PRESIDENT – Dane Petersen 

ELDERS 
Lonnie Bertsch 
Wally Clissold 

Jim Drapp 
Mike McMinn 

Nick Trivunovich 
Bob Wagner 
Todd Warner 

Wayne Warner  

CHRISTIAN GROWTH  
& DISCIPLESHIP 

Susan Burtz 
Jesilynn Drake 
Kathy Drapp 

Michael Greatens 
Stacey Greatens 
Theresa Smith 

Nora Trivunovich 
 

HEALTH 
Sally Kimbrell 
Linda Miller 

Lyn Senkarik 
Dick Van Matre 

Joyce Van Matre  
Barbara Workley 

FELLOWSHIP 
Gerry Buschbacher 

Tami Hastings 
Yolanda Heipp 

Carol Kloha 
Tena Matthews 
Cindy Petersen 

Chris Rowe 
Loretta Scott  

 

TRUSTEES 
Harold Hastings 

Stuart Howell 
Jim Kloha 

Ron MacDonald 
Lev Stone 

Jim Szostkiewicz 

YOUTH 
Maria Donadelli 
Jason Pfeffer 

Meghan Trivunovich 
Brittany Warner 
Cathie Warner 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 
Diane Bertsch 

Carol Finn 
Mary Jo Flamm 
Patrick Griffin 
Willa McMinn 
Ernie Reaume 
Lois Reaume 

STEWARDSHIP & 
HUMAN CARE 
Sandy Howell 

Tracy MacDonald 
Ron Wagner 

 

JANUARY MEETING SCHEDULE: 

Saturday 1/3 
@ 8:00AM 

Trustees Around Campus 

Sunday 1/4 
@ 11:45AM 

Christian Growth Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday 1/6 
@ 5:30PM 

Fellowship Pastor’s Office 

Tuesday 1/6 
@ 6:30PM 

Missions &  
Outreach 

Fellowship Hall 

Thursday 12/8 
@ 6:30PM 

Elders Conference Room 

Sunday 12/11 
@ 11:45AM 

Human Care 
Youth 

Fellowship Hall 

Thursday 12/15 
@ 6:30PM 

Board of Directors Conference Room 

CALLING ALL MINISTRY  TEAM MEMBERS You are invited to an 
    All –Teams Ministry Night 

Thursday, January 29          6:30PM Fellowship Hall The purpose of this time to-
gether is to vision, plan, coor-

dinate and make ensure 
that we are all working to-

gether to meet our common mission of  CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS! 

New Sessions begin  

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 at 6:30PM  

in Stephen Ministry Room 

Support Group  

will meet 

Wednesday,  

January 14 

at 6:30PM 



Happy Birthday, Jesus! 
Sunday School Party 



Make checks payable to: HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Scrip orders will be in your church mailbox  
the Sunday after orders are due. 

 Scrip Order Form 
Due: January 11 

ORDER TOTAL   

NAME  

Restaurant # Value Total $ 

Applebee's  $25  

Bob Evans  $20  

Bonefish Grill  $25  

Boston Market  $10  

Buca di Beppo  $25  

Burger King  $10  

Carrabba’s Italian Grill  $25  

Chili's  $10/$25  

Chipolte  $10  

Cold Stone Creamery  $10  

Cracker Barrel  $25  

Dairy Queen  $10  

Denny’s  $10  

Domino’s Pizza  $10  

Dunkin Donuts  $10  

IHOP  $25  

KFC  $5  

Little Caesars  $20  

Longhorn Steakhouse  $25  

Mimi’s Cafe  $25  

OliveGarden/RedLobster  $10/$25  

OutBack Steakhouse  $25  

Panera Bread  $5/$10/$25  

Papa John’s  $10  

Ruby Tuesday's  $10/$25  

Starbucks  $10  

Steak & Shake  $10  

Subway  $25  

Taco Bell  $10  

Wendy’s  $10  

Grocery Stores # Value Total $ 

GFS Marketplace  $25  

Winn Dixie  $50  

Walmart/Sam’s Club  $25  

Gas Stations # Value Total $ 

BP Gas  $50  

Exxon  $25  

HESS  $50  

Shell  $25  

Sunoco  $50  

Stores # Value Total $ 

Amazon.com  $25  

AMC Theatres  $25  

Autozone  $25  

Barnes & Noble  $25  

Books a Million  $15  

Claire’s  $10  

Dillard’s  $25  

Dick’s Sporting Goods  $25  

Disney  $25  

Family Christian Stores  $25  

iTunes  $25  

JCPenney  $25  

Jo Ann Fabrics   $25  

Kmart  $25  

Kohl’s  $25  

Michael’s  $25  

Old Navy  $25  

Payless Shoes  $10  

PetSmart  $25  

Ross Dress for Less  $25  

Sears  $25  

Target  $25  

Visa Gift Card   $50  

Walmart  $25  

Hardware Stores # Value Total $ 

Ace  $25  

Home Depot  $25  

Lowe’s  $25  



Come and See...Worship with Us! 

 ADULTS 
 

GOD'S PLAN OUR CHOICE:  Together we will launch into a 
study of Genesis 1-11. Genesis means beginning. This book 
gives the Biblical account of creation. You will delight in explor-
ing the beginnings found here as it feeds into all you will learn 
whenever you study God's word.  Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 

MOSES AND THE BOOK OF EXODUS: The book of Exodus in 
the Old Testament details God’s call to the people of Israel to 
get up and leave their position of slavery in Egypt. Join us on the 
journey as we study and learn of God’s rescue and deliverance 
of His people under the leadership of Moses. Bring your Bibles 
and be prepared to discover and take note of practical applica-
tions for today’s personal challenges through the example of 
Moses and the Israelites. Leader: Gloria Warner 
 

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 12 
 

GROWING IN CHRIST: Our study this winter continues to take 
us on a chronological study of the Old Testament. Together, 
each class will see how the hand of God moved then and contin-
ues to move today.  Leaders: Various 

 

All Classes begin in Fellowship Hall  
immediately following 8AM Worship 

Winter Worship 
 

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

5:30PM—Spanish Worship & Sunday School 
 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

can be heard EVERY Sunday  

at 7:30AM on 540AM 
 

Topics for this month: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

January 4: "Gospel Power for Personal Patience" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus teaches us to be patient and wait with hope in God's 
promises. 
(Luke 2:40-52) 
 
January 11: "Are You Qualified?" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
God qualifies us for eternal life through our baptism into 
Christ's death and resurrection. 
(Romans 6:1-11) 
 
January 18: "The Antidote" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus is the antidote for our cynicism and doubt. 
(John 1:43-51) 
 
January 25: "Just the Facts" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Ken Klaus 
God's truth, as revealed in the Bible, remains true regardless 
of whether anyone believes it or not. 
(Isaiah 5:20-21) 

MID-WEEK WORSHIP 
 

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:30PM 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 
Our Wednesday evening worship 

continues this fall as we celebrate the 
goodness and mercy of our God in an 
alternative worship format and style. 
Holy Communion is celebrated each 
Wednesday. Join us for a relaxed, cele-
brative worship alternative! 

   

 HOPE STUDIES 

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY: GENESIS: 

“Who am I?” People seem to have lost 
their sense of belonging. They ask, 
“Who am I? What am I worth? Where 
am I going?” We have lost sight of our 
real roots. Because of sin people have 
forgotten who they are in relationship 
to God, and to one another. This study 
focuses on God’s restoration through 
Jesus Christ, and our rootedness in 
Him.  Leader: John Koren 
 



813-752-4622 Office 

813-707-1244 fax 

 

hope.lutheran.pc@gmail.com 

 

Hope Lutheran Church  
2001 N.  Park Road  
Plant City, FL 33563 

Rev. Dean R. Pfeffer 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Miguel Sanabria 

Spanish Ministry 
 

Shea Pennington 
Vicar 

 
Christine Mansell 
Director of Music 

 
Lyn Senkarik 
Deaconess 

 
Joyce Van Matre, RN 

Parish Nurse 
 

Jessica Griffin 
Church Secretary 

Jesus loves you! 


