
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Worship 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 
Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST September 13, 2020 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 9/13  Youth Scrip orders due 
 8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 6:30 Adult Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Youth Zoom 

Monday 9/14 9:00 Quilting 
 9:00 Circuit Pastors @ Hope 

Wednesday 9/16 6:30 Worship  
 7:00 Women’s Zoom Bible Study 

Sunday 9/20 8:00 & 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 6:30 Adult Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Youth Zoom 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Sunday, September 6, 2020: 

Worship: 8:00: 21/19      10:30: 46/43 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 35/18 

Wednesday, September 9, 2020: 
Worship: 6:30: 17/16 

General Fund: $7,529.62 

Stewardship Perspective: 

Romans 14:7 – “For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.” We just don’t 
belong to ourselves. We belong first of all to God, and, through Him, we belong to our neighbors. 
We are here to serve God in our service to one another. God has called you to this service through 
your vocation. As a Christian, you serve others in the church; as a neighbor, you serve others in 
society; and as a son or daughter, husband or wife, father or mother, you serve your family. 

 

 
 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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AS WE GATHER 
Forgiveness is filled with questions. How often must I forgive? Is there a limit to the grace of 
forgiveness? What is the connection between God’s forgiveness to me and my forgiveness to 
others? The answer to these questions lies in Christ. As our heavenly Father has forgiven us, 
so do we forgive one another in His name. This forgiveness is clearly and beautifully shown in 
the example of Joseph, who was sold into slavery by his brothers and then forgave them 
because of God’s mercy. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS 
 
OPENING SONG                          “Alive Forever Amen”                                   ABS (3) 50 

Let the children sing / A song of liberation; The God of our salvation set us free. 
Death, where is thy sting? / The curse of sin is broken, 

The empty tomb stands open, come and see. 
 

(Chorus 1) He’s alive, alive, alive, hallelujah; Alive, praise and glory to the Lamb. 
Alive, alive, alive, hallelujah; Alive, forever, amen. 

 

Let my heart sing out / For Christ, the One and only, 
So powerful and holy, rescued me. Death won’t hurt me now 

Because He has redeemed me, No grave will ever keep me from my King. 
(Chorus 2)  I’m alive, alive, alive, hallelujah; Alive, praise and glory to the Lamb. 

Alive, alive, alive, hallelujah; Alive, forever, amen. 
 

(Bridge)                
Worthy is the Lamb, worthy of our praise; Worthy is the One who has overcome 
the grave. Let the people dance, let the people sing; Worthy is the mighty King! 

Continued on next page… 
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(Chorus 1)   He’s alive, alive, alive, hallelujah; Alive, praise and glory to the Lamb. 
Alive, alive, alive, hallelujah; Alive, forever, amen. 

 

He’s alive, forever, amen. He’s alive, forever, amen. 
 

“Alive Forever Amen”, words and music by David Moffitt | Sue C. Smith | Travis Cottrell, ©2003 New Spring | CCTB Music | First Hand Revelation Music | Integrity's Hosanna! 
Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) | (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc., 741 Cool Springs Blvd., Franklin TN 37067) | (Admin. by EMI 

Christian Music Publishing) | (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing), CCLI License No. 759305 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Silence for self-

examination.) Let us confess our sins to God, confident of His grace and forgiveness 
to all who are penitent. 

C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE                           “Better Is One Day”                                    ABS (1) 9 

How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord almighty. 
For my soul longs and even faints for You. 

For here my heart is satisfied within Your presence. 
            I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings. (Chorus) 

 

(Chorus)   Better is one day in your courts, better is one day in Your house, 
better is one day in Your courts than thousands elsewhere. 

Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house, 
Better is one day in Your courts than thousands elsewhere, 

  Than thousands elsewhere. 
 

One thing I ask and I would seek; to see Your beauty, 
to find You in the place Your glory dwells. 

One thing I ask and I would seek; to see Your beauty, 
               to find You in the place Your glory dwells. (Chorus) 

 
“Better Is One Day”, words and music by Matt Redman, © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing), All rights Reserved. CCLI License No. 759305 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Gracious Lord, You have rescued us from our bondage to sin  
C: and given us a new life and identity in Baptism.  
P: Grant us Your grace that we live in peace with all people  
C: and show to those around us the same forgiveness that You have shown to 

us;  
P: through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                      Genesis 50:15–21  
(At the death of their father, Jacob, Joseph reassured his brothers that he forgave them 

and recognized the hand of God at work in their lives.) 
15When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph 
will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message 
to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, 
Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to 
you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him 
and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am 
I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; 
I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                                                                           Romans 14:1–12  

(If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.) 
1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One 
person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let 
not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass 
judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment 
on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will 
be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 5One person esteems one day as better 
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than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in 
his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one 
who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who 
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to 
himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, 
we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9For to 
this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the 
living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, “As I live, 
says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12So 
then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSE                                       “Take My Life”                                             ABS (3) 70 

Take my life and let— it be...consecrated Lord to Thee; 
Take my moments and my— days...Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move...At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them— be...Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 

(Chorus)                  Here am I...all of me...Take my life...it's all for Thee. 
 

Take my will and make it— Thine...It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine— own...It shall be Thy royal throne. 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour...At Your feet its treasure store; 
Take myself and I will— be...Ever, only, all for Thee. (Chorus 2x) 

 

Take my life and let— it be...consecrated Lord to Thee; 
Take my life and let— it be...consecrated Lord to Thee. 

 
“Take My Life”, words and music by Chris Tomlin | Frances Ridley Havergal | Henri Abraham Cesar Malan | Louie Giglio, © 2003 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music 

Publishing) sixsteps Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) All rights reserved. CCLI License # 759305 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                             Matthew 18:21–35  

(How often must I forgive my brother? How often has  God forgiven you?) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

21Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you 
seven times, but seventy times seven. 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to 
settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could 
not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, 
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and payment to be made. 26So the servant  fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant 
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with 
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in 
prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to 
the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                      “Forgiveness” 

It’s the hardest thing to give away, and the last thing on your mind today, 
It always goes to those who don’t deserve. 

It’s the opposite of how you feel when the pain they caused is just too real. 
It takes, ev’rything you have to say the word…Forgiveness…Forgiveness. 

 

It flies in the face of all your pride. It moves away the mad inside. 
It’s always anger’s own worst enemy. 

Even when the jury and the judge, say you’ve got a right to hold a grudge, 
It’s the whisper in your ear sayin’, “Set it free”…Forgiveness…Forgiveness. 

 

(Chorus 1)  

Show me how to love the unlovable. Show me how to reach the unreachable. 
Help me now— to do the impossible: Forgiveness…Forgiveness. 

Help me now— to do the impossible: Forgiveness. 
 

It’ll clear the bitterness away. It can even set a pris’ner free. 
There is no end to what its pow’r can do. 

So let it go and be amazed by, what you see through eyes of grace. 
The pris’ner that it really frees is you…Forgiveness…Forgiveness. 

 

(Chorus 2)  

Show me how to love the unlovable. Show me how to reach the unreachable. 
Help me now— to do the impossible.  Forgiveness. 

I want to fin’ly set it free.  Show me how to see what Your mercy sees. 
Help me now— to give what You gave to me: Forgiveness. Forgiveness. 

 
CCLI Song # 6423944 | Words and Music by Matthew West | © 2012 External Combustion Music ǀ Songs for Delaney ǀ Songs of Southside Independent Music Publishing 

All rights reserved. | CCLI License # 759305 
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SERMON                                                 "490?"                                          Matthew 18:21 
Rev. Dean Pfeffer 

 
CREEDAL SONG                    “This I Believe (The Creed)” 

Our Father everlasting, the all creating One / God Almighty. 
Through your Holy Spirit, conceiving Christ the Son / Jesus our Savior. 

 

(Chorus 1)        I believe in God our Father / I believe in Christ the Son. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit / our God is three in One. 
I believe in the resurrection / that we will rise again. 

        For I believe in the Name of Jesus. (Music) 
 

Our judge and our defender, suffered and crucified, / forgiveness is in You. 
 Descended into darkness, You rose in glorious life / forever seated high. (Chorus 1) 
 

(Bridge) 

I believe / in You … I believe You rose again… I believe / that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
I believe / in You … I believe You rose again…  I believe / that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

(Chorus 1) 
 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus / For I believe in the Name of Jesus … 
 

(Chorus 2)           I believe in life eternal— / I believe in the virgin birth. 
I believe in the saints’ communion / and in Your holy Church. 

I believe in the resurrection / when Jesus comes again. 
                             For I believe in the Name of Jesus. (Pause) (Chorus 1) 

 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus. 
 

CCLI Song # 7018338 | Words and Music by Matt Crocker and Ben Fielding | © 2014 Hillsong Music Publishing | All Rights Reserved. CCLI License #759305   

 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs.  Almighty God, as once You kept Joseph from evil and brought good 
from his suffering in Egypt, deliver us by Your grace so that we may learn patience 
in trials. Teach us to be slow to judge, quick to forgive, and steadfast in love for 
You and for one another. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Merciful Lord, You have shown great compassion to us; teach us to show such 

compassion to others, that we may welcome the stranger, love our neighbor in 
need, and be attentive to those new to the faith or vulnerable to temptation. Help 
us to serve the refugee seeking safety, and give us opportunity to share Your gifts 
with those who live in poverty and want. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Mighty God, give wisdom and courage to our elected and appointed leaders, that 
they may pursue justice, seek peace and protect life from its natural beginning to 
its natural end. Bring an end to the threats of terror and violence among the 
peoples, and open all nations to the voice of Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Blessed Father, You know our weakness of body and soul. Give to the troubled in 

mind Your peace, to the suffering relief, to the sick healing, to the grieving comfort 
and deliver the dying into everlasting life. Hear us especially for Diane Bates, Jerrie 
Edelman, Ron Michael, Mary Lou Nash, Lynn Reagin, Gary Smith, Millie Wetz, 
and also for those named in our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Giving Lord, all good things come from You. Open our hearts to be generous with 

the poor and to bring You the tithes and offerings You are due, that Your Church 
and all her agencies may serve Your gracious purpose and suffer no lack of people 
or resources to do the work of Your Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Almighty and everlasting God, deliver us from temptation and the powers of evil, 

that we may be faithful unto death and receive from Your hand the crown of 
everlasting life. Whether we live or die, we belong to You, and we pray You to 
comfort us with this promise, that we may join the company of the saints on the 
day You have appointed and enter into the heavenly places to worship at Your 
throne on high; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore.  

C: Amen. 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our church 
to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are true bearers of 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our purpose.  Convict us of our 
purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In Jesus name. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

C: Amen. 
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P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’   
 
CLOSING HYMN                                    “Thrive” 

   Verses—Praise Team; Pre-Chorus, Chorus & Bridge—Congregation 
 

 1    Here in this worn and weary land / where many a dream has died… Like a tree 
planted by the water / we never will run dry. 

 

(Pre-Chorus)   So, living water flowing through / God, we thirst for more of You. 
Fill our hearts, and flood our souls / with one desire: 

 

(Chorus)    Just to know You, and to make You known.  We lift Your name on high. 
Shine like the sun, make darkness run and hide… 

We know we were made for so much more than ordinary lives… 
It’s time for us to more than just survive:  We were made to thrive. 

 
 2    Into Your Word we’re digging deep / to know our Father’s heart…  

Into the world we’re reaching out / to show them who you are. 
 

(Pre-Chorus) (Chorus) 
 

(Bridge) 
Joy unspeakable, faith unsinkable, love unstoppable, anything is possible. (Repeat) 
 

(Singing higher) 

Joy unspeakable, faith unsinkable, love unstoppable, anything is possible. 
(Repeat) (Chorus) 

 
(Ending)                                     We were made to thrive. 

 
CCLI Song # 7006228 Words and Music by Matthew West and Mark Hall © 2014 Atlas Holdings ǀ Highly Combustible Music ǀ House of Story Music Publishing ǀ My Refuge Music ǀ 

Sony/ATV Tree Publishing For use solely with SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 759305 

 
      
                                       

Sign up for next week’s worship at 

hopeplantcity.com 

or call the church office at 813-752-4622 

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/home
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/home


 

 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we continue what is commonly referred to as “the long green season” or, more 

formally, the Sundays after Pentecost. This is the longest season of the 

church year and can last for 24 weeks and will take us up to the Last 

Sunday in the church year. Our readings this season focus on the life of 

Christ and His Church. We hear Jesus teach His disciples and healing the 

faithful. We also focus on growing together in the life of the Holy Trinity. 

The color of the season is GREEN~ the color of growth and life as we are 

to be growing every day in the love, grace, and Word of our Lord.     
 

WHAT’S THE BUZZ: Your SEPTEMBER calendar and servant schedule have been 

emailed to you. Printed copies are UNDER the mailboxes for you to take home, 

read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest what is happening here at Hope.   
 

THANKS: to the health care professionals from Hope that are assisting by 

taking temperatures: TODAY, 8:00— Sally Kimbrell; 10:30—Julie Gates; and 

Wednesday—Carol Walkenhorst. Next Sunday, 8:00—Joyce Van Matre; 

10:30—Oz Vargas; and Wednesday—April Walkenhorst. Thank you for your 

assistance and ministry!  

 

LECTORS: Please remember to keep your mask ON until you are at the lectern to read and 

replace it before you head back to your pew. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 

 

THANKS: to our ushers and Elders for their extra work following each worship 

service to wipe down the pews with sanitizing wipes and assist in so many 

ways to help protect everyone who enters our sanctuary.(FYI—pews, door 

handles, and restrooms are wiped down after each service.)  
 

LET’S ZOOM!: Pastor Pfeffer’s Sunday morning Family Bible Hour class is moving to Sunday 

evenings—BEGINNING TONIGHT—from 6:30-7:30 and will take place on 

ZOOM. Our class is “Enduring Faith” and we will pick up on ZOOM where 

we left off in person! For those that registered, check your email for class 

handouts and log-in links. 

 

REMINDER: that all ALL announcements for our Sunday bulletin MUST be received 

by NOON, TUESDAYS to be included. Verbal announcements must be requested 

by Wednesday, Noon. Thanks in advance for your assistance! 



 

 

KEYBOARD ADDITION: Perhaps you may have noticed, but probably not. There 

is a plexiglass shield mounted to the keyboard to assist our song leader and 

protect those seated near the keyboard. This shield was installed in June so 

that whoever is at the keyboard does not need to wear a mask as they lead 

congregational singing.   
 

SPEAKING OF MASKS: THANK YOU for your adherence to our “wear your mask” policy on 

our campus. While we realize it is not the ideal situation to wear a mask while singing, it is 

done for the protection of those seated around you. Therefore, please do 

not remove your mask during congregational singing. Again, thanks for 

helping stop the spread of this virus as we work and worship together!   
 

FOR THE PRESENT TIME: our Sunday morning worship and Wednesday evening 

worship will be identical. Therefore, when Communion is celebrated in our 

Sunday morning services, it will be celebrated in our Wednesday service as well. 

For those who can, we encourage you to join us on Wednesdays!   

 

TRY IT YOU’LL LIKE IT: If you are concerned about coming to church on a 

Sunday morning because of too many people, we ENCOURAGE you to 

try our Wednesday evening (6:30) worship. This service has LESS people in 

attendance than either of our Sunday morning services, which makes 

social distancing much easier. Our Wednesday service, for the time being, is identical to 

our Sunday morning worship opportunities from the Invocation to the Benediction so you 

won't miss a thing! Give Wednesday worship a try and see how it feels...you'll be glad you 

did! Please note that we limit attendance at ALL of our worship services to allow for proper 

social distancing at all times AND masks and temperature checks are required of all who 

enter. "I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go into the House of the Lord." (Psalm 

122:1) 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER: If you are unable to complete the weekly surveys 

(available at hopeplantcity.com) for worship attendance, please be 

sure to contact Jessica in the church office by NOON, Thursday so that 

we can work to insure proper social distancing during worship. We also 

ask for the health and safety of all gathered here, that everyone please WEAR YOUR MASK 

while on campus. Your help is always appreciated!  
 

HURRICANE RELIEF: A fund has been established by the Southern District of our 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod for hurricane relief. It is important to note that 

100% of your gift goes directly towards disaster relief. Please send your gifts to 

Southern District, Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, 100 Mission Drive, Slidell, 

Louisiana 70460. Please write "Disaster Relief" on the memo line.  

http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/home


 

 

PRESIDENT’S EQUIP CONFERENCE: will take place virtually September 24-26. We are 

planning host a “watch party” here at Hope on Sunday, September 27th 

following our 10:30 worship. Together we will watch the keynote 

messages of the conference. Following worship there will be time for a 

“bring your own lunch (BYOL)” in Fellowship Hall. We will then join in the 

Sanctuary and end by 3:30PM to allow time for our Spanish worship to prepare for their 

worship. Please see the insert in today’s bulletin to register for our watch party. If you want 

to participate in ANY or all of the breakout sessions, you will have to register on your own 

at flgadistrict.org/pec/. 
 

DELEGATE NEEDED FOR CIRCUIT FORUM: Our Winter Haven Circuit will meet “virtually” on 

Sunday, October 4th at 1:30pm for the purpose of electing a new Circuit Visitor 

(Pastor Pfeffer is term limited). This election occurs every three years and the 

results will be ratified at the District Convention in June, 2021. Every Circuit in 

both our District and Synod are electing Circuit Visitors to serve for the next 3 

years. If you would like to serve in this way, please see Pastor Pfeffer.  

 

ONLINE GIVING: We are set up for online giving for Building Hope for the Future. 

To do so, simply go to Hope’s website (hopeplantcity.com) and click “GIVE 

HERE.” The opportunity for your weekly tithes and offerings will be coming soon. 

Simply watch your bulletins and e-blasts.   
 

ATTENTION MEN: Proverbs 17:27 says, “As iron sharpens iron so one man 

sharpens another.” Starting September 29 at 7PM via ZOOM, we’ll begin 

a men’s small group, FORGED: Men Sharpening Men in their Faith. Come 

sharpen your faith with other men by spending time in God’s word and 

in prayer. Email Pastor Shea (hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com)to join.   
 

PRAYER IS THE BRIDGE: to communicating with God, faith is the movement you take on 

that bridge. A bridge is only as useful as you make it. God has given every believer a 

bridge that reaches directly into His throne room. We have access to a mighty God, and 

we have much to bring before Him as we face trials and challenges, both personally and 

nationally. We need the intervention of God. You are invited to join the Prayer Team for 

the Prayer Gathering to Pray for America, Saturday, September 26, 9-11AM. Bring your 

Bible and pray the scriptures for the purpose of touching heaven to 

change earth. 

It is foolish to make our humble pleas for justice, liberty, and equality 

without ever asking God to lead our efforts. Let us not be disconnected 

from the greatest power in the universe, the transformational and 

supernatural power that comes only from God. --The Prayer Team  

 

https://flgadistrict.org/pec/
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/
https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/1nkt6jnhjnpj8hn83/TXwMESOW
https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/1nkt6jnhjnpj8hn83/TXwMESOW
mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From Hope’s Quilters… 
 

Thank you all for the sheets and material that has been donated to our quilting crew. 

It is heartwarming to see the generosity of our church family. 

We are now just finishing working on 60 lap quilts for a nursing home outreach that 

is being sponsored by one of our members. One of our quilters also made 42 adult 

bibs and 30 walker bags for the project. 

Due to restrictions in Puerto Rico because of COVID-19, our sending of quilts to them 

is temporarily on hold. They have connected us with a mission in Fort Wayne, IN that 

needs as many quilts as we can make for them. We have been in contact with Rev. 

Joshua Gale who is the Executive Director of “Just Neighbors Interfaith Homeless 

Network.” They house hundreds of people in their shelter each year (all families), 

designed to intervene in family situations of economic crisis. In 2019, they had a 98% 

success rate in moving families from their shelter into stable housing, which they did 

on average in 30 days for each family in need. We have already sent them 20 full size 

quilts and will be sending 15 children’s quilts this week. 

As you can see, we go through a lot of material and can always use more. Thank you 

again for your support in the past and we look forward to you cleaning out your closets 

again for us. 
 

 
Thank you to each and every one who called and sent 

cards of health and concern, and also for prayers of 

healing. All are truly appreciated.   

Blessings, George Hayes 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE – AUGUST 
We officially began construction of our new sanctuary July 28, 2020. By contract: 

• The sanctuary must be complete in 270 days – April 24, 2021 

• Then another 95 days for demolition and completion of the parking lot – July 28, 

2021 

 

The building pad and detention pond is being graded and compacted. 

The concrete foundations and slab will be formed and poured by the end of August. 

The metal building frame was ordered and will be delivered and erected in November 

and December. 

 

BUILDING SUB-COMMITTEE HELP NEEDED 
As the construction begins, there are hundreds of details that need to be worked out.  

Three subcommittees to the Construction Committee are being formed to help work 

out those details, inventory existing equipment, coordinate with vendors, and develop 

recommendations: 

1. Color & Finishes. Colors of interior and exterior surfaces, floor and wall 

surfaces, exterior stone, doors, windows, light fixtures, etc. 

2. Furniture & Fixtures. Pews, pulpit, lectern, altar area, worship fixtures, 

candelabras, crosses, offering plates, communion ware, banners, cry room and 

meeting room furniture, storage, custodial equipment, etc. 

3. Music & Sound. Microphone outlets, power outlets, sound and light controls, 

projector controls, organ moving and setup, choir and band layouts, special 

event layouts, inventory of equipment, etc. 

 

If you have a talent or an interest in one of these areas and are willing to work on a 

committee, please talk to one of the pastors or email David Booher at 

structdb@gmail.com. 

 

Building Hope for the Future: Impact Phase 
 

August was another great month for Building Hope! New 

contributions have brought our total to $401,672 which is 

59.5% of our total commitments goal. We give thanks to 

our Father who continues to provide Immeasurably More, 

and to the brothers and sisters of Hope who are generously 

making our progress a reality. Construction has begun! 

Thanks be to God! 

mailto:structdb@gmail.com


 

 In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Sue Crouse Gary Smith Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Pres. Donald Trump 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich Mark Stefanos Rev. Shea & Holly Pennington Our Nation & World 
Putt Crouse Liz Miller Millie Wetz LCMS Synod & District Our Armed Forces 

   Hope Staff & Ministries Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Diane Bates shingles 
Brittany Bertrand granddaughter of James & Lauretta Tennyson—severe anxiety 
Jerrie Edelman aortic aneurysm surgery (10/5) 
Jason 2-year old family friend of Paul & Barbara Ahlers—fall/head injury; induced coma  
Karen McKeachie former winter member—open heart surgery 
Bill Miller brother of Kathy Bravis—health concerns; bronchitis/pneumonia 
Mary Lou Nash cancer 
Lynn Reagin health concerns 
Gary Smith lung cancer; chemo/radiation 
Millie Wetz return of leukemia 
  

BATTLING CANCER:  Dale Jarvis Mary Lou Nash Betty Snaper 
Austin Dobbs Ginnie Donaldson Gordon Long Ovie Judy Strait 
Tom Battling Jace Driggers Lucille Luedke Mary Ann Pitre Rev. Alan Struckmeyer 
Laura Blake Kori Dunke Jean Marie Mactye Lynn Reagin Jeannie Lee Taylor 

Bob Broshelle Marcus Elam Pat Mailloux Fran Saitta Rick Ward 
Mary Clapp Tim Griffie Mari Becky Schlicher Mr. Wells 

Alice Correia Jerry Gross Pat Mason Mary Scott Millie Wetz 
D JoAnne Hayashi Jennifer McCourt Abbey Sedlacek Erina Whitaker 

Debbie Barry Himmel Faye Mueller Gary Smith Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Justin Rappa 
Jacob Bertsch Joshua Gross Tyler Newkirk Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 

Stephen Daniell—R Brad Landis Blake Paton—R Mike Szostkiewicz—R 
  Donnie Pittman  

 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 

 

Please email your prayer requests to hopePCprays@gmail.com. 

mailto:hopepcprays@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request


 

 
 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (9/13/2020) ARE: 
Health Professional 8:00/Sally Kimbrell; 10:30/Julie Gates 
Lector 8:00/Cathie Warner; 10:30/Jim Drapp 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Wayne Warner; 10:30/Mike McMinn 
Flowers McMinn family 
Offerings Alan & Sue Griffin 
Ushers Team 2 

8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings; 
10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Mike & Willa McMinn in honor of their wedding anniversary and their children 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (9/16/2020) ARE: 
Health Professional 6:30/Carol Walkenhorst 
Lector 6:30/April Walkenhorst   
Elder on Duty 6:30/Lonnie Bertsch 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (9/20/2020) ARE: 
Health Professional 8:00/Joyce Van Matre; 10:30/Oz Vargas 
Lector 8:00/Gloria Warner; 10:30/Nora Trivunovich 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Tom Reagin; 10:30/Jim Drapp 
Flowers Flamm family 
Offerings Wendell & Pam Lattz 
Ushers Team 3 

8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin; 
10:30/ Stuart Howell,* Wendell Lattz, Andrew MacDonald, Ron MacDonald, Jack Moberg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 



 

 
 

https://hopepc.aidaform.com/templates-en-course-registration-form9

