
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

LENTEN WEDNESDAYS 
5:15PM—Fellowship Dinner 

6:30PM—Worship 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 
Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT March 8, 2020 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 3/8  2020 FL Strawberry Festival (Feb. 27-March 8) | One Blood 
  Daylight Savings—Spring AHEAD! | Youth Scrip Orders due  
 8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
 9:00 & 11:30 Blood Pressure screenings 
 11:45 Discovering Hope New Member Class 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 3/9 9:00 Circuit Pastors Meeting @ Our Savior, Zephyrhills 
 9:00 Quilting 
 5:30 Bell Choir 
 6:30 Choir 

Tuesday 3/10 10:30 GriefShare 
 12:00 Deadline—BOD Reports Due 
 12:00 Staff Meeting 

Wednesday 3/11 5:15 Fellowship Dinner (Host: Christian Growth | Menu: Spaghetti) 
 6:30 Lenten Worship 

Thursday 3/12 10:30 Bible Study 
 6:30 Board of Directors Meeting 

Sunday 3/15 8:00 & 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Ash Wednesday, February 26, 2020: 

Worship: 4:30: 48      6:30: 68  

Sunday, March 1, 2020: 
Worship: 8:00 51/50      10:30: 80/75 

FBH: Adults: 42      Youth: 2      Children: 2 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 27/18 

Offerings—General Fund: $9,344.00 

Stewardship Perspective: 
John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.” This is perhaps the most well-known and well-beloved verse in the New 
Testament – and for good reason. This simple Gospel message is the foundation for our whole life, including 
our new life in Christ. This new life is characterized by thankfulness and devotion to our Father, who has 
provided for us so lavishly in Christ. 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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AS WE GATHER 
Abraham is a great example of faith. As we often pray for faith and good courage to the 
Lord who has called us “to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown,” Abraham lived with this courage. From Haran to 
Canaan, Abraham was led by the hand of God toward the unfolding future God had 
prepared in the incarnation of His only-begotten Son to be our Savior and Redeemer. 
During Lent we join with Abraham of old and all the saints in trusting the Lord through 
the unknown tomorrows to the outcome and end we do know in Christ—everlasting life. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS 
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION “Den Signede Dag”               sett’g: Wilbur Held 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.                       

 
OPENING HYMN          “Sing Praise to the God of Israel”                     LSB 936 
 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: From where does my help come? 
C: My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 

 

(Silence for meditation and reflection.) 
 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father: 
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C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. Forgive me all 
my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may 
amend my sinful life. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion 

in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 
RESPONSE                              “Confidence”                       

I’m not a warrior…I’m too afraid to lose. 
I feel unqualified for what You’re calling me to do… 
But, Lord, with Your strength…I’ve got no excuse, 

‘Cause broken people are exactly who You use. 
 

(Chorus)                 So, give me faith like Daniel, in the lion’s den. 
Give me hope like Moses, in the wilderness. 

Give me a heart- like David, Lord, be my defense. 
So I can face my giants with con-fidence. 

 

You took a shepherd boy…and made him a king. 
So, I’m gonna trust You and give you ev’rything. 

I’ll be a conqueror…’Cause You fight for me-. 
I’ll be a champion claiming Your victo-ry. (Chorus) 

 

(Bridge)          
 I’m gonna sing and shout and shake the walls. Won’t stop until I see ‘em fall. 

Gonna stand up, step out when You call, Je-sus, Jesus.  (Chorus) 
 

(Ending)                          I’ll face my giants with confidence. 
CCLI Song # 7102614 | Words and Music by Dustin Lolli, Chris Rodman, Matthew Armstrong, Ethan Hulse | © 1978 Music | Be Essential Songs | Bluehouse Music | Caelum Terra 

Music | EGH Music Publishing | So Essential Tunes | Fair Trade Tunes | Curb Wordspring Music, LLC | Eyes Up Songs All rights reserved. CCLI License # 759305 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength.  
C: By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may 

happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault 
and hurt the soul;  

P: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit,  

C: one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                           Genesis 12:1-9 (p.8)  
1Now the Lord said  to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those 
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” 4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai 
his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and 
the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. 
When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the place at 
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the 
Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built 
there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill 
country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. 9And 
Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 



4 

 

EPISTLE                                                                   Galatians 3:7-14 (p.973) 
7Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand 
to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9So then, those who are of 
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 10For all who rely on works of the 
law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all 
things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11Now it is evident that no one is 
justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” 12But the law is not 
of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” 13Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone 
who is hanged on a tree”— 14so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come 
to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSE                           “Jesus Your Name”                            ABS (2) 17 

Jesus Your name is power Jesus Your name is might 
Jesus Your name will break ev'ry stronghold Jesus Your name is life 

 

Jesus Your name is healing Jesus Your name gives sight 
Jesus Your name will free ev'ry captive Jesus Your name is life 

 

Jesus Your name is holy Jesus Your name brings light 
Jesus Your name above ev'ry other Jesus Your name is life 

 
“Jesus Your Name”, words and music by Claire Cloninger | Morris Chapman, © 1990 Maranatha Praise, Inc. | Word Music, LLC (Admin. by Maranatha!  

Music) | (a div. of Word Music Group, Inc.) All rights Reserved. CCLI License No. 759305 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                John 3:1-17 (p.887)  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man 
came to Jesus  by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come 
from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again  he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can 
he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
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spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You [4] must be born again.’ 8The wind  blows 
where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet 
you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 
know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If 
I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       “The God of Abraham Praise”               LSB 798; vs. 1-4 
 
SERMON                           “Abraham and Walther”                 Galatians 3:7-14 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE   “The God of Abraham Praise”               LSB 798; vs. 7-9 
 
EXPLANATION TO THE SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES' CREED 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son our Lord? 
C: Yes, I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 

from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my 
Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil; not with silver or gold, but with His holy, 
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I 
may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him 
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Just as 
He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is 
most certainly true. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not belong 
to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use these 
blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of the 
gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
VOLUNTARY                               “Yigdal”                       sett’g: Steven Wente              
                         
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: As sons and daughters of Abraham according to the promise, we come to 

You this day, O Lord, to pray for ourselves, for the sick, for the Church, for 
the nation and for all people according to their needs. O Lord, to Abraham 
You gave the promise of many descendants. Give to us faith, that we may 
delight in Your promise through the ages that was kept in Christ, our Savior, 
and never waver from it. Equip us with Your Spirit, that we may be bold in 
witness and faithful in mission, carrying Your name and Your Gospel to 
every place and people. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, to us You have given a righteousness not our own, bestowed upon 

us in Baptism and daily worn by faith. Grant that we may have courage and 
conviction to live without fear and in holiness the new lives given to us in 
this baptismal water. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, to protect us You have established rulers and earthly authorities. 

Bless Donald, our president; Ron, our governor; the Congress of these 
United States; the legislature of this state; and all who make, administer 
and judge our laws. Help us to preserve our liberty and use its gift wisely 
in the pursuit of justice and for the welfare of all people. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  
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C: hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, to heal Your people and give them everlasting life You sent forth 

Your own Son as our Savior. By Your Word and Spirit, lift up Your people 
from their sorrows, heal them according to Your gracious will, and deliver 
them from the pain of death to eternal life. Hear us, we pray, especially 
for Bren Ellison, Jack Goetsch, Stuart Howell, Liz Pfeffer, and for those we 
name in our hearts. Sustain them in their afflictions, comfort them in the 
hour of death, and raise up the dead in Christ according to Your gracious 
promise, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, to those who have fought the good fight and now rest from their 

labors You have given light and life. Help us so that we may remember with 
thanksgiving the blessings You showed to them in their lives and learn from 
their example to be faithful unto death. Bring us with them into Your 
presence, where we may behold Your glory face to face. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, to Nicodemus Your Son brought hope and the promise of new birth 

and everlasting life. Give to us the same hope and confirm in us faith in the 
same promise, that we may have confidence in Your grace and trust You to 
provide all things needed for this body and life and for everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our 
church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are 
true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  
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BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’  
 
CLOSING SONG                     “Days of Elijah”                                ABS (2) 27 

These are the days of Elijah declaring the Word of the Lord. 
And these are the days of Your servant, Moses, 

righteousness being restored; 
And tho’ these are days of great trials,  

of famine and darkness and sword. 
Still we are the voice in the desert crying,  

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” 
 

(Chorus)                    Behold, He comes riding on the clouds, 
shining like the sun at the trumpet call. 

So lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee, 
and out of Zion’s Hill salvation comes. 

 

And these are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as flesh. 
And these are the days of Your servant, David, 

rebuilding a temple of praise. 
And these are the days of the harvest,  

the fields are as white in the world. 
And we are the laborers in Your vineyard declaring the Word of the Lord. 

(Chorus x2) 
“Days of Elijah”, words and music by Robin Mark, ©1996 Song Solutions Daybreak (Admin. by Music Services), CCLI License No. 759305 

 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                    Hope’s Praise Team                  

 



 

 

We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church calls 

to our attention the sufficiency of what God gives. It points to the sufficiency 

of God’s grace in the atoning work of Jesus. It shows us the sufficiency of 

faith in Jesus’ work for us. It makes known the sufficiency of God’s Word in 

faith and life. 
 

But Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual gifts, the 

gifts that pertain to our redemption and salvation. Lent also reminds us of 

the sufficiency of the physical, temporal gifts of God, those that pertain to 

this body and life. In other words, it reminds us of the importance of godly 

contentment and of outward discipline and training of the body.  
 

This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to every desire of 

our flesh but to learn to say no to them. And it does this in such a way that 

if you fail, it is no sin. It is a way to practice without putting yourself into a 

compromising situation. 
 

The easiest example of this is fasting. When you fast, you are practicing saying 

no to the desires of your body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, 

you have not sinned. You have, though, learned something about how your 

flesh works, how difficult it is to fight against it, and how you need help from 

above in order to do it. 
 

There is another example of this. It is alms-giving. This is an increase in giving 

to the church and its mission during this time. We all know that our flesh 

finds security in money and stuff. By committing to give more to the church, 

you are training your flesh. You are, by this outward discipline, training 

yourself to be content with what God gives. You are practicing saying “no” to 

your desires. Again, if you fail, you have not sinned. But you’ve learned just 

how powerful your flesh is in leading you instead of you leading it. You’ve 

learned how you need help from above in being content with what God gives. 
 

This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way: 

“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing 

into the world, and[a] we cannot take anything out of the world. But if 

we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those 

who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 

through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pangs.” (1 Tim 6:6–10) 
 

Our sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is in God. Let us learn this without sin 

by training our flesh this Lenten season.  



 

 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we continue in the season of Lent. Lent is a time of deep repentance for the 

people of God as we focus on the payment God made for our sins through the sacrifice 

of Holy only begotten Son on the cross that we might live. During this time of Lent, the 

singing of our “Alleluia’s” is omitted from the vocabulary of the church 

until we sing them with great joy on the Day of Resurrection. While Lent is 

a season that lasts 40 days, Sundays are NOT included as every Sunday 

for the Christian is a mini celebration of our Lord’s Easter victory. The color 

of the season is PURPLE~ the color of repentance and royalty as we 

reflect on our sins and give thanks for our Lenten King of Glory.  
 

LENT FOR ALL NATIONS: is the theme for our Sunday morning messages this Lenten season. 

This series will examine characters in the New Testament and their 

explicitly named nationalities and ethnicities, because even these little 

details point us to Christ and teach us to love our neighbors. While it may 

be more obvious to consider the importance of Pontius Pilate’s or the 

Good Samaritan’s countries of origin, why do the Gospel writers want us 

to know that the Simon who carried Jesus’s cross hailed from Cyrene?  
 

DISCOVERING HOPE: has MOVED from the Conference Room to FELLOWSHIP HALL. 

Please make note of the change and join us in the hall following our 10:30 worship 

today. This class is open to anyone who desires membership at Hope.   
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS: are in your mailbox TODAY. These devotions are written 

by Lutheran Hour Ministries. Please be sure to take yours home. There are 

extras under the mailboxes for you to share with a friend. ALSO, during Lent, 

our Florida Georgia District will provide daily devotions written by our Circuit 

Visitors and District Vice Presidents. You can read these daily devotions at 

our district website: FLGADistrict.org.  
 

EASTER LILIES & MUMS: There is a limited number of Easter Lilies available to adorn our Lord’s 

altar this Easter (50) and we also have the opportunity to place Easter Mums to adorn our 

Lord’s altar, and again a limited number (20). Please be sure to order your 

Easter Lilies no later than Sunday March 29th. Be sure to complete the 

insert in today’s bulletin and place it (with payment) in the offering plate 

or bring it to the church office. Thanks for your assistance. **NOTE: There 

are NO MORE MUMS AVAILABLE. We do however have 35 lilies available.   
 

THINK…PLAN…PRAY & INVITE: It’s not too early to start thinking, planning, and praying 

whom you are going to invite to our special Holy Week and Easter worship opportunities.   

FLGADistrict.org


 

 

THE END IS NEAR: Actually, it’s just hours away before the 2020 Strawberry Festival goes into 

record books! THANK YOU to everyone who once again supported our 

efforts at the Festival this year, not just to selling hot boiled peanuts, BUT 

to Connecting People to Jesus! TREMENDOUS THANKS to Patrick & Keaira 

Griffin for their many hours and hard work given to make our booth a 

success again this year! We truly thank God for the efforts of everyone 

involved in our Festival outreach!  

 

MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday 

morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com) 

and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning 

messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.    
 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER: All announcements for our Sunday bulletins are due 

to Jessica (hopepcsecretary@gmail.com) by NOON, TUESDAYS. In order to 

prepare bulletins in a timely manner, this deadline is required.  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Be sure to read chapter 1 of our book “Hero Maker” in 

advance of our meeting on Thursday evening. ALSO, please submit your reports 

(forms can be found on our website: hopeplantcity.com/documents) for the 

meeting to Jessica NO LATER THAN NOON TUESDAY, MARCH 10th.  
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED: on Tuesday from 12:00—1:00PM for the regular meeting, prayer 

time, and study of our Hope staff. During this time, there will be no one available to answer 

phones or assist should you come by. Therefore, we ask that you please time your calls 

and visits accordingly. The Hope families for whom our staff will pray this 

week: Kylie & Lillie Shumaker; Donna Simmons; Gary & Debbie Smith; 

Theresa Smith; Jeremy & Paige Snyder; Kraig Stahl; Vivian Stahl; and the 

members and staff of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Bartow. If ANYONE 

has ANY prayer concerns for our staff, please be sure to contact Jessica 

in the Church Office.  

 

LENTEN THEME: for our Wednesday Lenten worship is “By His Wounds We Are Healed.” Once 

again this year, the pastors of our Winter Haven Circuit join together for a “round robin.” 

Our Wednesday services are at 6:30PM, with dinner served beginning at 

5:15PM. This week, we remember that the wounds of violating the 

Sabbath we committed against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. 

Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought 

low by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross. 

/Users/jessica.griffin/Dropbox/JESSICA%20WORK/OCT27/hopeplantcity.com
mailto:hopepcsecretary@gmail.com
https://www.hopeplantcity.com/documents


 

 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG: The flowers riz’, do you know when Hope’s family picnic is? Well, 

it’s March 22nd and this year we are going to the Plant City YMCA for our 10:30AM worship 

service and picnic, AND the Y is opening up their entire facility to us for 

the day! YES, swimming pool is INCLUDED! Hamburgers, hot dogs and 

German bratwurst will be provided as well as potato salad, cole slaw and 

baked beans. **Please bring chips, dip, dessert, or fruit, and also lawn 

chairs for the worship service, a canopy if you have one and don't forget 

your sunscreen!  

 

YOU ARE INVITED: to attend Immanuel Lutheran Church’s 50th Anniversary 

Celebration Luncheon on Saturday, April 4th, 11:30am-2:00pm (2913 John Moore 

Road, Brandon, 33511). RSVP to Immanuel’s church office at 813-689-1787.  
 

ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMEBRS: Your Thrivent Choice Dollars expire soon! 

We HOPE you remember your church when directing your donations this 

year! Your generosity is greatly appreciated. To direct Choice Dollars, go 

to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent 

Choice” after the prompt.  
 

ONLINE GIVING: We are now set up for online giving for Building Hope for the 

Future. To do so, simply go to our website (hopeplantcity.com) click on the link 

for online giving. The opportunity for your weekly tithes and offerings will be 

coming soon. Simply watch your bulletins and e-blasts.   

 

FIRE UP THE OVENS: Hope has been asked to assist in the feeding of our military personnel 

that will be working at the Sun-n- Fun Fly-In at Lakeland Airport from 

March 31- April 4. The office of military liaison provides support and 

hospitality for the military service members that attend the show, from 

demonstration team pilots and crew to static display aircraft crews as 

well as ground support personnel. Hope is being asked to provide at least 

20 dozen cookies daily to assist in the hospitality of our military at the 

event. Bring HOMEMADE COOKIES to Hope on March 29th for distribution.  

 

TODAY IS THE DAY: for you to get your blood pressure checked by one of the 

nurses on our Health Ministry Team. Simply come to the front of the Sanctuary 

following worship and one of our nurses will assist you!   
 

LERT & CHAINSAW TRAINING: at Hope on April 18 for anyone interested in either 

going through the LERT training, or for those already LERT-certified, through the 

chainsaw training. Online registration coming soon.  
 

 

http://hopeplantcity.com/


 

 

Our New Member Class 
will take place TODAY 

in Fellowship Hall! 
 

DISCOVERING HOPE: This class will begin at 11:45am 

and is required for ALL those desiring membership in 

Hope Lutheran Church. Together, with the leaders 

of Hope, you will be introduced to all facets of the 

mission and ministry which the Lord has placed in 

our hands. Discovering Hope will truly enable you to 

discover Hope and the many opportunities for 

service that God has placed before us as we 

continually strive to “Connect People to Jesus” (our 

mission statement). The format for this class will be 

casual and informal. 
 

If you are interested in joining Hope, please join us! 
 

TUESDAYS at 10:30AM 
 Hope’s Stephen Ministry Classroom—All are welcome! 

 
 Contact Lyn Senkarik at 863-670-4866 for more info. 



 

 

 
 

For additional information, contact Cindy Kemp.



 

 



 

 

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5 
ENDURING FAITH: As students progress through this program, they learn all about their Savior, Jesus 
Christ, what their Savior means for them, how to defend their faith, and how to teach the faith to others. 
Lessons spiral to help students go deeper each time they re-encounter a Bible passage. Age-appropriate 
activities build skills to strengthen Bible learning. Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Liz Pfeffer, 
Ellen Whitehurst 
 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
THE SAVAGE LIFE: Are you looking for a NORMAL life or are you ready to choose the SAVAGE life?” 
Join us for this 5-week study in the book of Ephesians as we look to what the “savage” life really is and 
how we can start living it in Christ. Leader: Pastor Shea 
 

YOUNG ADULTS 
ROOTED: Are you in your 20’s or 30’s? Our “Rooted” class will cover topics, struggles, doubts, and 
questions that you may be experiencing in your own life or that you see others experiencing. Together we 
will become rooted in Christ for the answers (Colossians 2:6-7). Join us in the Stephen Ministry classroom. 
Leader: Becky Hartmann 
 

ADULTS 
ENDURING FAITH: We too will be working through ENDURING FAITH! This will allow entire families to 
be studying the same lessons and open the door for further discussion, study and prayer in your home. 
What a great opportunity this will be for us all to grow in Christ together! Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 

IGNITING KINGDOM PRAYER: Why is praying a challenge? Why is something so strategic to the 
Christian life, our relationship with God, and victory in life such a challenge? The answer is that prayer 
links us to a realm we are unfamiliar navigating. Prayer is the God-given communication link between 
heaven and earth, time and eternity, the finite and the infinite, but yet it remains to be the most 
misunderstood and neglected aspect of the Christian life. Join us as we study Igniting Kingdom Prayer and 
discover how, when combined with faith, prayer can accomplish great things, and make prayer a dominant 
mark of your life. We meet in the Conference Room. Leader: Gloria Warner   
 

 



 

 

Building Hope for the Future: Impact Phase 
 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Building Hope 

for the Future Campaign. Contributions received in the month of 

February were $34,288, bringing our total to $323,008! Be sure to 

check out the pledge gauge in the Narthex as we continue to LIFT 

HIGH THE CROSS toward our goal of $675,501. While we anticipate 

the groundbreaking event for our new sanctuary, please keep 

Building Hope in your prayers and your plans. 



 

 

 



 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Sue Crouse Liz Miller Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope’s Ministries 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich Mark Stefanos Rev. Shea & Holly Pennington Our Armed Forces 
Putt Crouse   LCMS Synod & District Our Nation 

   Hope Staff Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Len brother of Vickie Sheldon 

Sherrie Franzen Oda & family 
friends of Paul & Barbara Ahlers—living in Sapporo, Japan; protection 
from Coronavirus 

Liz Pfeffer recovering from surgery 
CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Adkins family mourning sudden death of Raymond’s best friend, Josh 
Carolyn Douches wife of Pastor Tony Douches—hip replacement; medical concerns 
Bren Ellison anticipating surgery (3/31) 
Tim Gates husband of Julie Gates—continued mini strokes 
Jack Goetsch recovering from surgery 
Michael Greatens recovering 
Connie Harsh recovering from surgery 
Koren family peace & comfort for Donna’s father 
Lori daughter of Marlene Springer 
Dan & Susanne Paton & family anticipating birth of grandson; health of mother & baby 
Doug Shaw recovering from surgery 
Myrna VanSwol sister of Wendell Lattz—cancer; beginning chemo  
BATTLING CANCER: Austin Dobbs Barry Himmel  Betty Snaper 

Tom Battling Ginnie Donaldson Dale Jarvis Jennifer McCourt Judy Strait 
Laura Blake Jace Driggers Gordon Long Faye Mueller Jeannie Lee Taylor 

Bob Broshelle Kori Dunke Lucille Luedke Mary Ann Pitre Myrna VanSwol 
Mary Clapp Marcus Elam Jean Marie Mactye Becky Schlicher Rick Ward 

Alice Correia Tim Griffie Pat Mailloux Mary Scott Mr. Wells 
D Jerry Gross Mari Abbey Sedlacek Millie Wetz 

Debbie JoAnne Hayashi Pat Mason Donna Simmons Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Justin Rappa 
Jacob Bertsch Joshua Gross Tyler Newkirk Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 

Stephen Daniell—R Brad Landis Donnie Pittman Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 



 

 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (3/8/2020) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 10:30/Alex Attalla 
Lector 8:00/John Koren; 10:30/Cathie Warner 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Jim Carnicelli; 10:30/Todd Warner 
Flowers Drapp family 
Offerings Alan & Sue Griffin 
Ushers Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume; 
10:30/Todd Warner,* Mack Goethe, Billy Mueller, Dora Mueller, Jim Szostkiewicz 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 

Jim & Kathy Drapp in honor of Kathy’s birthday 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (3/11/2020) ARE: 
Lector 6:30/Youth 
Elder on Duty 6:30/Jim Drapp 
Ushers Youth 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (3/15/2020) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 10:30/Micah Blocker 
Lector 8:00/Carl Bergner; 10:30/Nora Trivunovich 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Tom Reagin; 10:30/Todd Warner 
Flowers Attalla & Pfeffer families 
Offerings Wendell & Pam Lattz  
Ushers Team 2 

8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings; 
10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF MARCH: 
Altar Guild Cindy Petersen  
Nurse Janet Reitzel (419-467-1608) 
 
 
 
 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


