
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

6:30PM—Youth Group 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 
Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY February 16, 2020 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 2/16  Teddy Bear Sunday 
 8:00 & 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 2/17  Presidents’ Day 
 9:00 Quilting 
 5:30 Bell Choir 
 6:30 Choir 

Tuesday 2/18 10:30 GriefShare  

Wednesday 2/19 6:30 Youth-led Living Hope Worship w/Communion 
 6:30 Hope Studies  

Thursday 2/20 10:30 Bible Study 

Saturday 2/22 10:00 Confirmation class 

Sunday 2/23 8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Wednesday, February 5, 2020: 

Worship: 6:30: 21/20 
Hope Studies: 5 

Sunday, February 9, 2020: 
Worship: 8:00 69      10:30: 113 

FBH: Adults: 50      Youth: 6      Children: 5 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 22/13 

Offerings—General Fund: $9,297.00 

Stewardship Perspective: 
1 Cor. 3:7 – “So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives 
the growth.” Isn’t that the truth! It’s not just true about preachers like Paul; it’s true about all of 
us in the Christian life. God can do such wonderful things with our feeble efforts. This is so very 
true of our gifts to the Lord’s work in the church. From His generous giving to us, we learn to give 
generously. Then the Lord blesses this response to His grace in turn, and He uses our very giving 
to continue to bless us in the church where we hear of His gracious generosity to us. The cycle 
repeats, and the Lord gives growth! 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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AS WE GATHER 
One of the stunning things about Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel is the distance Jesus is 
saying we might go for reconciliation. It is about 80 miles from the north side of the Sea 
of Galilee (where He spoke these words) to Jerusalem, which would be 160 miles roundtrip 
just to seek peace and reconciliation with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We remember 
today that there is no distance too great to seek reconciliation. Indeed, Jesus came from 
heaven to earth so that we might be reconciled with God. Jesus traveled to the cross to 
make peace by His blood. What an amazing gift to us. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS 
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION  

“Kirken Den Er Et Gammelt Hus”    sett’g: Scott M. Hyslop 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.                       

 
OPENING HYMN                   “Built on the Rock”                                 LSB 645  
 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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P: Blessed are those whose way is blameless, 
C: who walk in the law of the Lord. 
P: Blessed are the peacemakers, 
C: for they shall be called sons of God. 
P: The Lord has made known His salvation. 
C: He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
P: God calls on us to be blameless, to live in peace with one another, to not 

hold grudges or be angry with anyone. But we have failed to live as God 
has instructed. We have created division and discord. We have refused to 
be reconciled with others. We come before our heavenly Father to ask for 
His forgiveness. (Silence for reflection.) Heavenly Father, 

C: we confess that we have not always walked in Your ways. We 
confess that we have ignored and avoided conflict rather than 
seek reconciliation. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive our sins. Bring Your reconciliation and peace 
that surpasses all understanding into our lives. 

P: Even though we have held on to our anger and resentment of others, our 
heavenly Father sent Jesus to be our reconciliation and peace. By the blood 
of Jesus, we are reconciled to God and can approach Him in all confidence. 
By the blood of Jesus, we are reconciled with one another. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. We are reconciled and at peace with God. We are forgiven 
in Christ. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE                “Gloria in Excelsis”                                 LSB 154 

P:    

C:    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to bring us peace and 

reconciliation.  
C: Grant that we may forgive others as You have forgiven us by the 

blood of Jesus;  
P: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit,  
C: one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
TEACHABLE MOMENT                                                        Hope’s Prayer Team 
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 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT                                           Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (p.172) 
(God urges Israel to choose life, not death; blessing, not curse.) 

15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord your 
God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his 
rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land 
that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, and you will 
not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you 
today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going 
over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose 
life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice 
and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the 
land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 
them.” 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
EPISTLE                                                               1 Corinthians 3:1-9 (p.953)  

(Paul planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.) 

1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as 
infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And 
even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy 
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4For 
when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely 
human? 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as 
the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So 
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 
8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to 
his labor. 9For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSE          “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God”    LSB 941; v. 1 
We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 

The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 
    To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 

    The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 
“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                         Matthew 5:21-37 (p.810) 
(Leave your gift and go be reconciled.) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

21“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; 
and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your 
gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave 
your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with 
him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, 
and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid 
the last penny. 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But 
I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw 
it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be 
thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. 
For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. 
31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 
32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 
immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery. 33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say to you, Do not 
take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is 
his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not take an 
oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let what you say be 
simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.  
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”                    LSB 843 
 
SERMON                               "Kingdom of GOD"                   Matthew 5:21-48 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 
NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not belong 
to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use these 
blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 
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GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of the 
gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
VOLUNTARY                               “Detroit”                       sett’g: Nancy Raabe 
                         
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: In Your mercy, O Lord, hear the prayers of Your people as we call to You on 

behalf of ourselves and all people as they have need.  Gracious God, You have 
established Your Church through Your Word and called a people to wear Your 
name and do Your bidding. Guard her against all false doctrine, and provide to 
her faithful pastors to preach Your Word and administer Your Holy Sacraments. 
Give to us church workers who will serve us in Your name according to their 
gifts and Your purpose. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Holy Lord, You have set before us life and good, death and evil. Grant to Your 

people faith in Christ, our Savior, and the desire to keep Your commandments, 
loving You above all things and loving our neighbor as Your Son has loved us. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Mighty Lord, Your power is greater than the works of man. Guide and direct 

those whom we have elected to serve us on all levels of government. Protect 
those who defend us against our enemies, and bless the emergency personnel 
who come to our aid in times of disaster and need. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Healing Lord, You are our very present help in time of need. Deliver the sick in 

mind or body from their ills according to Your mercy, comfort those who 
sorrow, and have mercy on those to whom death draws near especially Kathy 
Bravis, Tom Ellison, Stuart Howell, Willa McMinn, and Doug Shaw. Grant them 
the full measure of Your consolation and love, whether in healing of their 
affliction, strength to endure under trial, or the perfect healing of the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Loving Lord, Your Son has set His table in the presence of our enemies. Help 

us to know the comfort and strength of His presence as we feast upon His 
body and drink of His blood in this blessed Sacrament. By this communion, 
grant us the gifts needful, that we may be strengthened in faith and perfected 
in holiness unto the day of His coming in glory. Lord, in Your mercy,  
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C: hear our prayer. 
P: Generous Lord, You have given to us gifts and graces more than we deserve 

and far beyond what we dare ask. Give us grace so that we may share Your 
blessing with those in need, supply the resources to enable Your Church to do 
Your bidding, and support the mission endeavors of Your Church both near 
and far, as You give immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Almighty and everlasting God, You know before we pray the needs of Your 

people. Hear our prayers, for we trust in You to grant to us all things needful 
for this body and life and to bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. who taught us to pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION  

 
PREFACE                                                                               
P: The Lord be with you.           
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.              
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is truly good, right…praising you and singing: 
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SANCTUS                          “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”                      (tune: LSB 892) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, You are Lord of life and light. 

Heav’n and earth are ever filled With Your glory, pow’r, and might. 
Shout hosanna to the King! Blest is He, the Prince of Peace! 
Shout hosanna to the King! Save us now, our joy increase. 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and 
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what Jesus 
has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink this 
wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence. 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                  “Lamb of God, the Hope of All”                (tune: LSB 892) 

Lamb of God, the hope of all, By Your blood You take away 
Ev’ry sin in ev’ry place. Cancel all our debts, we pray. 
Lord, have mercy on us here. Reconcile us once again! 

Lord, have mercy on us here. Grant us peace, O Lord, Amen. 
 

Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

(The congregation may be seated.) 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed in 
the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity and 
recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord is 
truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament God 
gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of responsibility 
in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully share this 
sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time of prayer on 
the many blessings God has given you.  If you have any questions, please see a pastor or 
an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats and drinks without 
recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29)  
For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is also served in the center 
of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
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Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time 
of individual prayer with anyone desiring. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“What Is This Bread"                                LSB 629 
 

 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”                     LSB 621 
 
THANKSGIVING                   “Thank the Lord”                                  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our 
church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are 
true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

C: Amen. 
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P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’  
 
CLOSING HYMN       “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                WOV 754 

Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy; 
Bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

(Chorus) 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 
 loaves abound! Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

Christ is able to make us one, at the table He sets the tone, 
Teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express. (Chorus) 

 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out / bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
Gives us love to tell, bread to share:  God (Immanuel) ev’rywhere! (Chorus) 

 
POSTLUDE                                  “Linsted”                                     Fred Kaan  
 
 

 
 
 



 

Of the three things a person is not to talk about in polite company – religion, politics, and money – the church is called, in one 

way or another, to talk about all three. Perhaps this is the reason why teaching about stewardship often seems to be an 

afterthought. It’s something that happens only out of necessity when financial constraints are already nipping at the heels. 

There is a more excellent way. Stewardship shouldn’t be the kind of teaching that comes up only when there is a financial 

crunch. It should be part and parcel of the ongoing instruction of Christians as they live out their faith in their vocations – 

members of their family, their society, and their church. This teaching touches upon every facet of our lives; it stakes a claim 

upon our time, our presence, our prayers, and our possessions. 

Stewardship begins with the acknowledgment that we are stewards. A steward is a manager of 

someone else’s possessions. In Christian stewardship, we recognize, according to the Apostles’ 

Creed, that God is the owner of all things as the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. And in His 

fatherly divine goodness and mercy, He gives us what is His to manage here below. 

The principal virtue for stewards is faithfulness. As St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth: 

“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” (1 Cor. 4:2)  

Stewards must manage that which belongs to the owner according to the owner’s wishes. That 

is what it means to be faithful in stewardship. 

That raises a question: How are Christian stewards to be faithful in their managing of what God 

has entrusted to them to manage? In other words, what are the specific duties of a Christian 

steward? 

This depends upon what God has revealed in His Word for each of our vocations in life as 

those in a family (fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, children), society (governors or citizens), 

and the church (pastors or laity). The Table of Duties from Luther’s Small Catechism lays this out in helpful and orderly way. 

Let’s look just at what the laity (hearers as it is labeled in the catechism) owe their pastors: 

“In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the 

gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14) 

“Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God cannot 

be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7) 

“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and 

teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,’ and, ‘The laborer deserves 

his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 5:17–18) 

“We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to 

esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves.” (1 Thess. 5:12–13) 

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 

account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.” (Heb. 13:17) 

We can see that the Lord commands hearers to support the work of the ministry with the gifts God endowed them – their time, 

their presence, their prayers, and their possessions. This is the means by which God blesses His people with His gifts: the 

ministry with the support of those whom they serve, and the hearers with the work of the ministry. 

St. Paul expounds upon this further in his letters to the church at Corinth. He instructs them to give regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), 

proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first-fruits (1 Cor. 16:2) with a spirit of 

eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). 

All of this teaching is set forth squarely within the context of stations to which God calls us. This is always appropriate for the 

church to speak because it instructs God’s people in how they are to live out their faith as His stewards under those who are 

created, redeemed, and sanctified by Him. 



 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we continue in the “Sundays after Epiphany” which will lead us to the holy season 

of Lent. Epiphany means to reveal or make known and we will see in our 

readings this season how our Lord is revealed to others in His ministry. The 

question for us then becomes, how are WE making Jesus known to those 

around us? This season ends with Transfiguration Sunday on February 23rd. 

The color of the season is GREEN~ a reminder to us that we are always to 

be growing in the Word, grace and love of our Lord.     
 

THANKS: to our Human Care Ministry Team for their leadership and work 

towards today’s Teddy Bear Sunday. We also THANK our Plant City Police 

Department for their assistance as we surrendered our bears in order to stuff 

the car! Thank you to EVERYONE who donated new bears to be shared with 

children in our community.  
 

SIGN UP TODAY: to work in our peanut booth at the 2020 Strawberry Festival 

(February 27—March 8)! Our booth requires 2-3 people per shift, and there 

are 3 shifts per day. That means we need to fill a total of 88 slots over the 11 

days of the festival. PLEASE, help us fill those slots! Sign up in the Narthex. See 

Patrick Griffin (813-376-0258) for more details.  
 

MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday 

morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com) 

and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning 

messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.    

 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER: All announcements for our Sunday bulletins are due 

to Jessica (hopepcsecretary@gmail.com) by NOON, TUESDAYS. In order to 

prepare bulletins in a timely manner, this deadline is required.  

 

LIVING HOPE, HOPE STUDIES & YOUTH GROUP: will begin their “Lenten break” following this 

Wednesday as Ash Wednesday is February 26th.   Thanks to Hope Studies leader John 

Koren, to our Living Hope leaders, Praise Team & musicians, and to our 

Youth Ministry Team for their leadership of Youth Group on Wednesday 

evenings. Living Hope, Hope Studies and Youth Group will return 

Wednesday, April 15th at 6:30PM.    

 

UPCOMING FLOWER OPENINGS: The following Sundays are available for either 

one or two families to place flowers to adorn our Lord’s altar: 3/22 & 4/12. Be 

sure to sign up on the flower chart in the Narthex. 

/Users/jessica.griffin/Dropbox/JESSICA%20WORK/OCT27/hopeplantcity.com
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HARD TO BELIEVE: but Ash Wednesday is days away—February 26th to be exact. Start 

planning now whom you are going to invite to worship with you at either 

the 4:30 or 6:30PM service. Don’t forget to invite them to join you for 

dinner also in Fellowship Hall at 5:15PM. These services will include the 

imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion.  
 

LENTEN THEME: for our Wednesday Lenten worship will be “By His Wounds 

We Are Healed.” Once again (beginning March 4), the pastors of our 

Winter Haven Circuit will join together for a “round robin.” Our Wednesday 

services will be at 6:30PM, with dinner served beginning at 5:15PM.  

 

ONLINE GIVING: We are now set up for online giving for Building Hope for the 

Future. To do so, simply go to our website (hopeplantcity.com) click on the link 

for online giving. The opportunity for your weekly tithes and offerings will be 

coming soon. Simply watch your bulletins and e-blasts.   

 

ATTENTION ALL MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS: The Lay Leaders Summit of our 

Florida Georgia District is QUICKLY approaching. Have you registered 

yet? The event is FREE and you will definitely be BLESSED and 

ENCOURAGED as you serve here at Hope! So, register today.   

 

DID YOU KNOW: That our church library is located just off the narthex? Did you 

also know that there are lots of great books in there for you to borrow and 

study? Just help yourself to a great adventure in the many books and study 

materials available.    
 

WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED: by our District President, that the Board of 

Directors of our Lutheran Church Missouri Synod will be closing our 

Concordia University, Portland at the end of this academic year.  

President Walton’s communication is as follows: “On February 10, 2020, it 

was announced that Concordia University, Portland, OR, would be 

closing at the end of this academic year. Very few details have been 

public at this point. We are saddened by the information of another of 

our CUS Universities unable to survive in the current financial environment. Please keep all 

faculty, students, administration and their families in prayer. We also pray for President 

Linnemann and the staff of the Northwest District, the CUS Portland Board of Regents, and 

our Synod leaders as they work together through the process of this closure.”  
 

 

http://hopeplantcity.com/


 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAYS at 10:30AM 
 Hope’s Stephen Ministry Classroom—All are welcome! 

 
 Contact Lyn Senkarik at 863-670-4866 for more info. 

Mark your calendars now to attend the Lay Leadership Summit hosted by the Florida-Georgia District 
on February 28-29th 2020 at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Orlando. This two-day summit is 
specifically designed to equip, empower, and engage members of churches, such as volunteers, 
congregation members, ministry leaders, board members, and more. 
Visit www.flgadistrict.org/layleadershipsummit/ for more information. 

http://www.flgadistrict.org/layleadershipsummit/


 



 

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5, MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
ENDURING FAITH: As students progress through the program, they learn all about their Savior, Jesus 
Christ, what their Savior means for them, how to defend their faith, and how to teach the faith to others. 
Lessons spiral to help students go deeper each time they re-encounter a Bible passage. Age-appropriate 
activities build skills to strengthen Bible learning. All of our youth and children classes will be working 
through this curriculum. Preschool—Grade 5 Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Liz Pfeffer,  
Ellen Whitehurst; Middle & High School Leader: Pastor Shea 
 

ADULTS 
ENDURING FAITH: We too will be working through ENDURING FAITH! This will allow entire families to 
be studying the same lessons and open the door for further discussion, study and prayer in your home. 
What a great opportunity this will be for us all to grow in Christ together! Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 
IGNITING KINGDOM PRAYER: Why is praying a challenge? Why is something so strategic to the 
Christian life, our relationship with God, and victory in life such a challenge? The answer is that prayer 
links us to a realm we are unfamiliar navigating. Prayer is the God-given communication link between 
heaven and earth, time and eternity, the finite and the infinite, but yet it remains to be the most 
misunderstood and neglected aspect of the Christian life. Join us as we study Igniting Kingdom Prayer and 
discover how, when combined with faith, prayer can accomplish great things, and make prayer a dominant 
mark of your life. We meet in the Conference Room. Leader: Gloria Warner   
 

YOUNG ADULTS 
ROOTED: Are you in your 20’s or 30’s? Our “Rooted” class will cover topics, struggles, doubts, and 
questions that you may be experiencing in your own life or that you see others experiencing. Together we 
will become rooted in Christ for the answers (Colossians 2:6-7). Join us in the Stephen Ministry classroom. 
Leader: Becky Hartmann 

 



 

WEDNESDAYS AT HOPE, 6:30PM 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 
Our Wednesday evening worship continues this winter as we celebrate 

the goodness and mercy of our God in an alternative worship format and 

style. Holy Communion is celebrated each Wednesday. Join us for a 

relaxed, celebrative worship alternative! 
 

HOPE STUDIES—THE GOSPEL OF MARK 
The Gospel of Mark was the last Gospel written. Mark's purpose was to 

show the readers of this Gospel that Jesus Christ was the man who is 

the Son of God, sent by the Father to take our place and secure our 

salvation. Mark was Peter's assistant and traveled at times with Paul. 

His Gospel is a book of action that rapidly proceeds from one incident 

to another. Please join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm in the 

conference room for study, conversation, and inspiration. Leader: John 

Koren 
 

 

WINTER 

SUNDAYS 

8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship  

  
WEDNESDAYS 

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

6:30PM—Youth Group 



 

  

YOUTH DATES 
 

February 19—Youth Worship, 6:30pm 

February 26—Lenten Dinner Host, 5:00pm 

 

Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome! 

Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com 
 

Building Hope for the Future 
Capital Campaign information thru 1/31/20 

  

Commitments received: Hope Members: 68 | Friends of Hope: 6 

Total Commitments: $675,501 of which $188,845 is First Fruits 

Campaign Commitments received to date: $288,720 

Current Total Building Hope Funds: $287,489 

Current Total Reserves: $130,000 

Building Hope Campaign Commitments to be received: $386,781 

Building Hope Expenses Paid to Date: $99,628 

Building Hope for the Future: Impact Phase 
We encourage our congregation to fulfill their commitments to 

God and to His church. We will be reporting the current total of all 

contributions to the Building Hope Campaign as of the end of each 

preceding month.  Our total as of January 31, 2020, is $288,720! 

This is nearly 43% of our total pledge goal of $675,501. We have a 

“pledge gauge” in the Narthex that will show our progress as we 

continue toward our goal. The position of the Cross on the mast 

will indicate the current total, thus our call to LIFT HIGH THE 

CROSS!   
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Sue Crouse Liz Miller Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope’s Ministries 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich Mark Stefanos Rev. Shea & Holly Pennington Our Armed Forces 
Putt Crouse   LCMS Synod & District Our Nation 

   Hope Staff Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Tim Gates husband of Julie Gates—continued mini strokes 
Willa McMinn recovering from surgery 
Dan & Susanne Paton & family anticipating birth of grandson; health of mother & baby 
Doug Shaw recovering from surgery 
CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Valerie Bosque friend of Tracie Adkins—health concerns 
Betty Christiansen recovering from pneumonia  
Carolyn Douches wife of Pastor Tony Douches—hip replacement; ongoing medical concerns 
Tom Ellison recovering from surgery 
Steve Furst & Kimball family friend of Hope—mourning death of Tammy, Hope’s “Peanut Lady” 
Jack Goetsch surgery 
Stuart Howell healing 
Niver family celebrating transition of Dave Niver from NY to heaven 
Rivera family mourning; death in family 
Jerry & Annette Shaffer grandparents of Tessa Adkins—health concerns 
Myrna VanSwol sister of Wendell Lattz—cancer; beginning chemo  
  

BATTLING CANCER: Austin Dobbs Barry Himmel  Betty Snaper 
Tom Battling Ginnie Donaldson Dale Jarvis Jennifer McCourt Judy Strait 
Laura Blake Jace Driggers Gordon Long Faye Mueller Jeannie Lee Taylor 

Bob Broshelle Kori Dunke Lucille Luedke Mary Ann Pitre Myrna VanSwol 
Mary Clapp Marcus Elam Jean Marie Mactye Becky Schlicher Rick Ward 

Alice Correia Tim Griffie Pat Mailloux Mary Scott Mr. Wells 
D Jerry Gross Mari Abbey Sedlacek Millie Wetz 

Debbie JoAnne Hayashi Pat Mason Donna Simmons Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Justin Rappa 
Jacob Bertsch Joshua Gross Tyler Newkirk Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 

Stephen Daniell—R Brad Landis Donnie Pittman Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 



 

 
 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (2/16/2020) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 10:30/Jalyn Aigner 
Acolyte 10:30/Tristan Mercier 
Lector 8:00/Tena Matthews; 10:30/Cindy Petersen 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Communion Assistant 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Flowers Koren family 
Offerings Wendell & Pam Lattz 
Ushers Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume; 
10:30/Todd Warner,* Mack Goethe, Billy Mueller, Dora Mueller, Jim Szostkiewicz 

 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 
John & Donna Koren 

 

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (2/19/2020) ARE: 
Lector 6:30/Youth 
Elder on Duty 6:30/Jim Carnicelli 
Communion Assistant 6:30/ Jim Carnicelli 
 

SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (2/23/2020) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 10:30/Abby Aigner 
Crucifer 8:00/Yulia Hartmann; 10:30/Jules Kinkead 
Lector 8:00/Donna Koren; 10:30/Paige Snyder 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Tom Reagin; 10:30/Jim Carnicelli 
Flowers Whitehurst family 
Offerings Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner 
Ushers Team 2 

8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings; 
10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann 

 

SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF FEBRUARY: 
Altar Guild Cindy Petersen  
Nurse Joyce Van Matre (813-689-9415) 
 

 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


