
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

6:30PM—Youth Group 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 
Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY February 9, 2020 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 2/9  Youth Scrip Orders Due 
 8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
 9:00 & 11:30 Blood pressure screenings 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 2/10 9:00 Circuit Pastors @ Grace, Winter Haven 
 9:00 Quilting 
 5:30 Bell Choir 
 6:30 Choir 

Tuesday 2/11 10:30 GriefShare  
 12:00 Deadline—BOD Reports due 
 12:00 Staff Meeting 

Wednesday 2/12 6:30 Living Hope Worship w/Communion 
 6:30 Hope Studies & Youth Group 

Thursday 2/13 10:30 Bible Study 
 6:30 Board of Directors Meeting 
 7:00 Thrivent Night @ Tampa Bay Lightning 

Sunday 2/16  Teddy Bear Sunday—Bring NEW teddy bears to church! 
 8:00 & 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Wednesday, January 29, 2020: 

Worship: 6:30: 22/21 
Hope Studies: 8 

Sunday, February 2, 2020: 
Worship: 8:00 53      10:30: 99 

FBH: Adults: 31      Youth: 7      Children: 1 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 22/16 

Offerings—General Fund: $9,705.37 

Stewardship Perspective: 
Matt. 5:17 – “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them.” We cannot keep the Law of God perfectly. We are sinners. For us to be saved, 
Jesus had to fill up the Law in our place. Now the threat of the Law is abolished, and the Law itself is upheld. 
For in Christ now we desire to fulfill the Law and to live out a godly Christian life. This is precisely because 
we are so full of thanksgiving toward God for His salvation in Christ. 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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AS WE GATHER 
We consider today that Jesus calls Himself the light of the world and also calls us the light 
of the world in the Holy Gospel. While Jesus shines His grace upon the earth, He also calls 
upon us to shine our light throughout the entire world, so that many come to know Him 
as their Savior. How blessed are we to be the light of the world with Jesus! 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS  

 
OPENING SONG           “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” 
(Chorus)   Bless the Lord, O my soul, O— my soul; Worship His holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name. 
 

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning,  
it’s time to sing Your song again. 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,  
                 let me be singing when the evening comes. (Chorus) 

 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger,  
Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 

For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing;  
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

(Chorus and Musical Interlude) 
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And on that day, when my strength is failing,  
the end draws near, and my time has come; 

Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending ten thousand years,  
and then forever more! (Chorus) 

 

(Final Chorus)      

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, O— my soul; Worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name, 
Worship Your holy name—, Lord, I’ll worship Your holy name.  

 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name, 
Worship Your holy name, worship Your holy name. 

 
CCLI Song # 6016351, Words and Music by  Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman,  © 2011 Thankyou Music / Said And Done Music / sixsteps Music / SHOUT! Music Publishing / 

worship together.com songs,  All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 759305 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Blessed are those who fear the Lord, 
C: who greatly delight in His commandments. 
P: Light dawns in the darkness for the upright. 
C: God is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
P: You are the light of the world, 
C: a city on a hill that cannot be hidden. 
P: Let your light shine that others may see and give glory to God. 

 

Jesus does indeed call us the light of the world and tells us to let our light 
shine, but there have been times when we have hidden our light. There 
have been times when we could have shared our light with others, but we 
refused to do so for fear of rejection. Though we are the light of the world, 
we sometimes choose darkness instead of light. But we come before our 
heavenly Father to ask for His forgiveness. (Silence for reflection.) Heavenly 
Father, 

C: we confess that we have not always walked in Your light. We have 
hidden Your light from others. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive our sins and our weakness. 
Illumine and energize us once again to shine Your light to the ends 
of the earth. 
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P: Even though we fail to act as the light of the world, Jesus never failed to 
shine His light. For our sins, Jesus, the light of the world was extinguished 
on the cross, yet He is risen from the dead never to die again. Because of 
His death and resurrection, darkness flees and sins are forgiven. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. We are the light of the world. We are forgiven in Christ. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE           “At the Cross (Love Ran Red)” 

Praise Team—verses; Congregation—Choruses & Bridges 
 

There’s a place / where mercy reigns / and never dies, 
There’s a place / where streams of grace / flow deep and wide; 

Where all the love / I’ve ever found / comes like a flood, / comes flowing down. 
 

(Chorus 1)      At the cross, at the cross, / I surrender my life. 
I’m in awe of You, / I’m in awe of You. 

Where Your love ran red, / and my sin washed white. 
I owe all to You, / I owe all to You, / Je—sus. 

 

There’s a place / where sin and shame / are powerless, 
Where my heart / has peace with God / and forgive-ness--- 

Where all the love / I’ve ever found / comes like a flood, / comes flowing down. 
 

(Chorus 2)      At the cross, at the cross, / I surrender my life. 
I’m in awe of You, / I’m in awe of You. 

Where Your love ran red, / and my sin washed white. 
I owe all to You, / I owe all to You. 

 

(Bridge 1)     Here / my hope is found, / here / on holy ground;  
Here I bow down, here I bow down. 

Here, / arms open wide, / here / You saved my life— 
                Here I bow down, here I bow. (Chorus 1) 

 
CCLI Song #7017786 |  Words and Music by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Matt Armstrong, Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman | Brentwood Benson Songs ǀ Universal Music – Brentwood 

Benson Tunes ǀ Atlas Mountain Songs ǀ S.D.G. Publishing ǀ Said And Done Music ǀ sixsteps music | All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 759305 

 
 
 
 

http://www.ccli.com/
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true 

faith that,  
C: relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be 

defended by Your mighty power;  
P: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit,  
C: one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
10:30 SPECIAL MUSIC      "Come Rejoicing, Sing!"     Jubilation Singers 

 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                        Isaiah 58:3-9a (p.617) 

(God urges mercy and compassion to those in need.) 
3‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take 
no knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and 
oppress all your workers. 4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with a 
wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard on high. 5Is 
such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble himself? Is it to bow down his 
head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, 
and a day acceptable to the Lord? 6“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds 
of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break 
every yoke? 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor 
into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from 
your own flesh? 8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 
spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be 
your rear guard. 9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and he will 
say, ‘Here I am.’ 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                                                             1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (p.952)  

(Paul proclaims nothing but Christ crucified.) 
1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of 
God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
4and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of 
men but in the power of God. 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it 
is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 
7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit 
of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSE              “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”         LSB 426; vs. 1-2 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 



6 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                         Matthew 5:13-20 (p.810) 
(You are the light of the world. Let your light shine.) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

13“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people's feet. 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor 
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all 
in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  17“Do not think that I 
have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a 
dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY              “Lift High the Cross”                           LSB 837 
 
SERMON                            "Lifting High The Cross"               1 Corinthians 2:2 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE          “The Wonderful Cross”                                  ABS (3) 34 

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and blood flow mingled down: 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

(Chorus)      Oh the wonderful Cross, oh the wonderful Cross Bids me come and die  
and find that I may truly live Oh the wonderful Cross, oh the wonderful Cross 

All who gather here by grace draw near And bless Your name 
 

Were the whole realm of Nature mine, That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all! (Chorus) 

 

“The Wonderful Cross”, words and music by Chris Tomlin | Isaac Watts | J. D. Walt | Jesse Reeves | Lowell Mason, ©2000 worshiptogether.com songs | 
sixsteps Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) | (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing), CCLI License No. 759305 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right 
hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not belong 
to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use these 
blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of the 
gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
VOLUNTARY                              “Crucifer” 
                         
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Let us pray for the Lord’s mercy upon all of us and upon all people as they 

have need.  Give counsel and aid, O Lord, for Your people cry to You in 
weakness and in need. Bless and prosper Your Church according to Your 
purpose, that she may be salt and light, giving bold witness to the 
redemption You have provided in Jesus Christ and giving shape to Your love 
by showing compassion to all in need. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Give to those who suffer for the sake of Your name and to those threatened 
with martyrdom the courage of Your good Spirit and the strength to be 
steadfast in the hour of trial. Deliver us from all temptation to compromise 
Your truth or depart from Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Give to the missionary and church planter Your blessing and aid, that their 

work may bear fruit and many may come to know Jesus through their 
preaching, teaching and service. Bless all new congregations, that they may 
be planted firmly upon Your Word and promises and serve as beacons of 
Christ’s light to those living in darkness and the shadow of death. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Give peace to our nation, and give Your blessing to Donald, our president; 

Ron, our governor; and all those elected and appointed to governmental 
service. Give wisdom to all judges and magistrates, and give protection to 
the firefighters, police and emergency personnel who labor on our behalf. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Give Your blessing to the home, to husbands and wives, to the children in 

their care, and to the extended family. Guide them to serve each other in 
love, and make their homes places of blessing and peace where Your Word 
is spoken, forgiveness is shown, and love is demonstrated in word and in 
deed. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Give healing to the sick, relief to the suffering, comfort to the grieving, and 

peace to the dying especially Kathy Bravis, Tom Ellison, Stuart Howell, and 
Willa McMinn. According to Your will, deliver them from their afflictions, 
sustain them in their struggles, and give them patience in their adversities. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Give to Your people a grateful heart, that we may honor You with the first-

fruits of our labors, bring You the tithes and offerings of our hands, and use 
wisely all that You entrust into our care. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of Your mercy. Supply us 
with all things needed and beneficial to us and to our faith, and keep from 
us all things harmful, that we may rest our fears in You and be granted a 
clear conscience and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us 
to pray:   

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
8:00 SPECIAL MUSIC      "Come Rejoicing, Sing!"      Jubilation Singers 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our 
church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are 
true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’  
 
CLOSING SONG                      “O Church Arise” 

O Church, arise, / and put your armour on; /  
Hear the call of Christ our Captain. For now the weak /  

can say that they are strong, / in the strength that God has given. 
With shield of faith / and belt of truth / we’ll stand against the devil’s lies; 
An army bold / whose battle cry is Love / reaching out to those in darkness. 
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Our call to war, / to love the captive soul, but to rage against the captor; 
And with the sword / that makes the wounded whole, /  

we will fight with faith and valor. When faced with trials / on ev’ry side, /  
we know the outcome is secure. And Christ will have /  
the prize for which He died, / an inheritance of nations. 

 

Come see the cross, / where love and mercy meet, /  
as the Son of God is stricken; Then see His foes /  

lie crushed beneath His feet, / for the Conqueror has risen. 
And as the stone / is rolled away / and Christ emerges from the grave, 

This vict’ry march / continues till the day / ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him. 
 

So Spirit, come, / put strength in ev’ry stride, /  
give— grace for ev’ry hurdle; That we may run / with faith, to win the prize /  

of a servant, good and faithful. As saints of old / still line the way, / 
retelling triumphs of His grace, We hear their calls, /  

and hunger for the day / when, with Christ, we stand in glory. 
 

As saints of old / still line the way, / retelling triumphs of His grace, 
We hear their calls, / and hunger for the day /  

when, with Christ, we stand in glory. 
 

CCLI Song #4611992 | Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend | © 2005 Thankyou Music 
All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com CCLI License # 759305 

 

POSTLUDE                              “O Church Arise”                  Hope’s Praise Team                  
 

 

http://www.ccli.com/


 

Of the three things a person is not to talk about in polite company – religion, politics, and money – the church is called, in one 

way or another, to talk about all three. Perhaps this is the reason why teaching about stewardship often seems to be an 

afterthought. It’s something that happens only out of necessity when financial constraints are already nipping at the heels. 

There is a more excellent way. Stewardship shouldn’t be the kind of teaching that comes up only when there is a financial 

crunch. It should be part and parcel of the ongoing instruction of Christians as they live out their faith in their vocations – 

members of their family, their society, and their church. This teaching touches upon every facet of our lives; it stakes a claim 

upon our time, our presence, our prayers, and our possessions. 

Stewardship begins with the acknowledgment that we are stewards. A steward is a manager of 

someone else’s possessions. In Christian stewardship, we recognize, according to the Apostles’ 

Creed, that God is the owner of all things as the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. And in His 

fatherly divine goodness and mercy, He gives us what is His to manage here below. 

The principal virtue for stewards is faithfulness. As St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth: 

“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” (1 Cor. 4:2)  

Stewards must manage that which belongs to the owner according to the owner’s wishes. That 

is what it means to be faithful in stewardship. 

That raises a question: How are Christian stewards to be faithful in their managing of what God 

has entrusted to them to manage? In other words, what are the specific duties of a Christian 

steward? 

This depends upon what God has revealed in His Word for each of our vocations in life as 

those in a family (fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, children), society (governors or citizens), 

and the church (pastors or laity). The Table of Duties from Luther’s Small Catechism lays this out in helpful and orderly way. 

Let’s look just at what the laity (hearers as it is labeled in the catechism) owe their pastors: 

“In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the 

gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14) 

“Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God cannot 

be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7) 

“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and 

teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,’ and, ‘The laborer deserves 

his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 5:17–18) 

“We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to 

esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves.” (1 Thess. 5:12–13) 

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 

account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.” (Heb. 13:17) 

We can see that the Lord commands hearers to support the work of the ministry with the gifts God endowed them – their time, 

their presence, their prayers, and their possessions. This is the means by which God blesses His people with His gifts: the 

ministry with the support of those whom they serve, and the hearers with the work of the ministry. 

St. Paul expounds upon this further in his letters to the church at Corinth. He instructs them to give regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), 

proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first-fruits (1 Cor. 16:2) with a spirit of 

eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). 

All of this teaching is set forth squarely within the context of stations to which God calls us. This is always appropriate for the 

church to speak because it instructs God’s people in how they are to live out their faith as His stewards under those who are 

created, redeemed, and sanctified by Him. 



 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we continue in the “Sundays after Epiphany” which will lead us to the holy season 

of Lent. Epiphany means to reveal or make known and we will see in our 

readings this season how our Lord is revealed to others in His ministry. The 

question for us then becomes, how are WE making Jesus known to those 

around us? This season ends with Transfiguration Sunday on February 23rd. 

The color of the season is GREEN~ a reminder to us that we are always to 

be growing in the Word, grace and love of our Lord.     
 

BLOOD PRESSURE SUNDAY: is TODAY. Please be sure to get your blood pressure 

checked following each of our morning services in the front of the church by 

one of the nurses on our Health Ministry Team.   
 

IT'S IN THERE: Now you can stop guessing what’s happening here and Hope 

and simply take your February calendar & servant schedule out of your 

mailbox and bring it home and see all the great things God is doing through 

us here at Hope! And by the way, don’t forget to INVITE someone to join us 

here at Hope.   

 

SIGN UP TODAY: to work in our peanut booth at the 2020 Strawberry Festival 

(February 27—March 8)! Our booth requires 2-3 people per shift, and there 

are 3 shifts per day. That means we need to fill a total of 88 slots over the 11 

days of the festival. PLEASE, help us fill those slots! Sign up in the Narthex. See 

Patrick Griffin (813-376-0258) for more details.  
 

MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday 

morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com) and 

going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning 

messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.    

 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER: All announcements for our Sunday bulletins are due 

to Jessica (hopepcsecretary@gmail.com) by NOON, TUESDAYS. In order to 

prepare bulletins in a timely manner, this deadline is required.  
 

OOPS… DID YOU FORGET: that our Living Hope, Hope Studies, and Youth 

Group meet Wednesdays at 6:30PM. Don’t worry, there is room for you 

to always join in—take the time and opportunity this winter to join us. 

You’ll be glad you did! 

/Users/jessica.griffin/Dropbox/JESSICA%20WORK/OCT27/hopeplantcity.com
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DON’T FORGET: to bring your NEW Teddy Bears (with tags ON) for our annual Teddy 

Bear Sunday next week. Our goal is to STUFF THE CAR! So, when you arrive at 

church, be sure to “surrender” your bear to our Plant City Police Department!  
 

UPCOMING FLOWER OPENINGS: The following Sundays are available for either 

one or two families to place flowers to adorn our Lord’s altar: 3/22 & 4/12. Be 

sure to sign up on the flower chart in the Narthex. 
 

HARD TO BELIEVE: but Ash Wednesday will be here before we realize it—February 26th to 

be exact. Start planning now whom you are going to invite to worship 

with you at either the 4:30 or 6:30PM service. Don’t forget to invite them 

to join you for dinner also in Fellowship Hall at 5:15PM. These services will 

include the imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion.  
 

LENTEN THEME: for our Wednesday Lenten worship will be “By His Wounds 

We Are Healed.” Once again (beginning March 4), the pastors of our 

Winter Haven Circuit will join together for a “round robin.” Our Wednesday 

services will be at 6:30PM, with dinner served beginning at 5:15PM.  

 

ONLINE GIVING: We are now set up for online giving for Building Hope for the 

Future. To do so, simply go to our website (hopeplantcity.com) click on the link 

for online giving. The opportunity for your weekly tithes and offerings will be 

coming soon. Simply watch your bulletins and e-blasts.   

 

ATTENTION ALL MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS: The Lay Leaders Summit of our 

Florida Georgia District is QUICKLY approaching. Have you registered 

yet? The event is FREE and you will definitely be BLESSED and 

ENCOURAGED as you serve here at Hope! So, register today.   
 

THANK YOU: for your support of our Hispanic ministry through their Cuban Super Bowl 

sandwich sales last Sunday. Through your Spirit motivated giving and support they 

raised $567.00 to support their ministry here at Hope. In addition, their 

expenses totaled just under $250.00 which was covered in full by the 

Thrivent Action Team grant. God is SO GOOD!  
 

CALL DECLINED: Sadly, the Divine Call extended to Rev. Bill Lowery of Arlington, 

Texas to serve as Pastor at Christ, Lakeland was declined. Their Call committee 

is back at work to determine their next course of action. Please keep the 

congregation in your prayers during this time of transition.   

 

 

http://hopeplantcity.com/


 

 

Mark your calendars now to attend the Lay Leadership Summit hosted by the Florida-Georgia District 
on February 28-29th 2020 at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Orlando. This two-day summit is 
specifically designed to equip, empower, and engage members of churches, such as volunteers, 
congregation members, ministry leaders, board members, and more. 
Visit www.flgadistrict.org/layleadershipsummit/ for more information. 

http://www.flgadistrict.org/layleadershipsummit/


 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To purchase your ticket: lightninggroups.com/Thriventfinancial5 
Questions? Contact Sarah Fox at 813-301-6637 or sfox@amaliearena.com 

TUESDAYS at 10:30AM 
 Hope’s Stephen Ministry Classroom—All are welcome! 

 
 Contact Lyn Senkarik at 863-670-4866 for more info. 

lightninggroups.com/Thriventfinancial5
mailto:sfox@amaliearena.com


 



 

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5, MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
ENDURING FAITH: As students progress through the program, they learn all about their Savior, Jesus 
Christ, what their Savior means for them, how to defend their faith, and how to teach the faith to others. 
Lessons spiral to help students go deeper each time they re-encounter a Bible passage. Age-appropriate 
activities build skills to strengthen Bible learning. All of our youth and children classes will be working 
through this curriculum. Preschool—Grade 5 Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Liz Pfeffer,  
Ellen Whitehurst; Middle & High School Leader: Pastor Shea 
 

ADULTS 
ENDURING FAITH: We too will be working through ENDURING FAITH! This will allow entire families to 
be studying the same lessons and open the door for further discussion, study and prayer in your home. 
What a great opportunity this will be for us all to grow in Christ together! Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 
IGNITING KINGDOM PRAYER: Why is praying a challenge? Why is something so strategic to the 
Christian life, our relationship with God, and victory in life such a challenge? The answer is that prayer 
links us to a realm we are unfamiliar navigating. Prayer is the God-given communication link between 
heaven and earth, time and eternity, the finite and the infinite, but yet it remains to be the most 
misunderstood and neglected aspect of the Christian life. Join us as we study Igniting Kingdom Prayer and 
discover how, when combined with faith, prayer can accomplish great things, and make prayer a dominant 
mark of your life. We meet in the Conference Room. Leader: Gloria Warner —BEGINS FEBRUARY 16TH  
 

YOUNG ADULTS 
ROOTED: Are you in your 20’s or 30’s? Our “Rooted” class will cover topics, struggles, doubts, and 
questions that you may be experiencing in your own life or that you see others experiencing. Together we 
will become rooted in Christ for the answers (Colossians 2:6-7). Join us in the Stephen Ministry classroom. 
Leader: Becky Hartmann 

 



 

WEDNESDAYS AT HOPE, 6:30PM 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 
Our Wednesday evening worship continues this winter as we celebrate 

the goodness and mercy of our God in an alternative worship format and 

style. Holy Communion is celebrated each Wednesday. Join us for a 

relaxed, celebrative worship alternative! 
 

HOPE STUDIES—THE GOSPEL OF MARK 
The Gospel of Mark was the last Gospel written. Mark's purpose was to 

show the readers of this Gospel that Jesus Christ was the man who is 

the Son of God, sent by the Father to take our place and secure our 

salvation. Mark was Peter's assistant and traveled at times with Paul. 

His Gospel is a book of action that rapidly proceeds from one incident 

to another. Please join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm in the 

conference room for study, conversation, and inspiration. Leader: John 

Koren 
 

 

WINTER 

SUNDAYS 

8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship  

  
WEDNESDAYS 

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

6:30PM—Youth Group 



 

  

YOUTH DATES 
 

February 12—Youth Group, 6:30pm 

February 19—Youth Worship, 6:30pm 

February 26—Lenten Dinner Host, 5:00pm 

 

Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome! 

Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com 
 

Building Hope for the Future 
Capital Campaign information thru 1/31/20 

  

Commitments received: Hope Members: 68 | Friends of Hope: 6 

Total Commitments: $675,501 of which $188,845 is First Fruits 

Campaign Commitments received to date: $288,720 

Current Total Building Hope Funds: $287,489 

Current Total Reserves: $130,000 

Building Hope Campaign Commitments to be received: $386,781 

Building Hope Expenses Paid to Date: $99,628 

Building Hope for the Future: Impact Phase 
We encourage our congregation to fulfill their commitments to 

God and to His church. We will be reporting the current total of all 

contributions to the Building Hope Campaign as of the end of each 

preceding month.  Our total as of January 31, 2020, is $288,720! 

This is nearly 43% of our total pledge goal of $675,501. We have a 

“pledge gauge” in the Narthex that will show our progress as we 

continue toward our goal. The position of the Cross on the mast 

will indicate the current total, thus our call to LIFT HIGH THE 

CROSS!   

 

mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com


 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Sue Crouse Liz Miller Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope’s Ministries 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich Mark Stefanos Rev. Shea & Holly Pennington Our Armed Forces 
Putt Crouse   LCMS Synod & District Our Nation 

   Hope Staff Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Rivera family mourning; death in family 
Stuart Howell healing 
  

CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Deborah Bertrand recovering from surgery 
Valerie Bosque friend of Tracie Adkins—health concerns 
Betty Christiansen recovering from pneumonia  
Carolyn Douches wife of Pastor Tony Douches—hip replacement; ongoing medical concerns 
Tom Ellison recovering from surgery 
Steve Furst & Kimball family friend of Hope—mourning death of Tammy, Hope’s “Peanut Lady” 
Jack Goetsch surgery 
 aunt of Jeff & Theresa Justice—possible cancer 
 friend of Jeff & Theresa Justice—anticipating test results 
Willa McMinn surgery 
Niver family celebrating transition of Dave Niver from NY to heaven 
Jerry & Annette Shaffer grandparents of Tessa Adkins—health concerns 
Myrna VanSwol sister of Wendell Lattz—cancer; beginning chemo  
  

BATTLING CANCER: Austin Dobbs Barry Himmel  Betty Snaper 
Tom Battling Ginnie Donaldson Dale Jarvis Jennifer McCourt Judy Strait 
Laura Blake Jace Driggers Gordon Long Faye Mueller Jeannie Lee Taylor 

Bob Broshelle Kori Dunke Lucille Luedke Mary Ann Pitre Myrna VanSwol 
Mary Clapp Marcus Elam Jean Marie Mactye Becky Schlicher Rick Ward 

Alice Correia Tim Griffie Pat Mailloux Mary Scott Mr. Wells 
D Jerry Gross Mari Abbey Sedlacek Millie Wetz 

Debbie JoAnne Hayashi Pat Mason Donna Simmons Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Justin Rappa 
Jacob Bertsch Joshua Gross Tyler Newkirk Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 

Stephen Daniell—R Brad Landis Donnie Pittman Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 



 

 
 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (2/9/2020) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 10:30/Micah Blocker 
Lector 8:00/Gloria Warner; 10:30/Dane Petersen 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Brian Heipp; 10:30/Jim Carnicelli 
Flowers Howell family 
Offerings Alan & Sue Griffin 
Ushers Team 3 
 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin; 
10:30/ Stuart Howell,* Wendell Lattz, Andrew MacDonald, Ron MacDonald, Jack Moberg 

 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 
Stuart & Sandy Howell in honor of Madi’s birthday 

 

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (2/12/2020) ARE: 
Lector 6:30/April Walkenhorst 
Elder on Duty 6:30/Todd Warner 
Communion Assistant 6:30/Todd Warner 
 

SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (2/16/2020) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 10:30/Jalyn Aigner 
Acolyte 10:30/Tristan Mercier 
Lector 8:00/Tena Matthews; 10:30/Cindy Petersen 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Communion Assistant 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Flowers Koren family 
Offerings Wendell & Pam Lattz 
Ushers Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume; 
10:30/Todd Warner,* Mack Goethe, Billy Mueller, Dora Mueller, Jim Szostkiewicz 

 

SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF FEBRUARY: 
Altar Guild Cindy Petersen  
Nurse Joyce Van Matre (813-689-9415) 
 

 

 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


