
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
9:15AM—Worship 

10:30AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

6:30PM—Youth Group 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship Ministries, 
Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We acknowledge and 

appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us as a part of our 
praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran Church! 

We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name and 

address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a “Family-

Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we realize 

there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason there is 

a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are available in the 

narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag following the 

service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all activities at Hope in 

the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just as 

you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your use 

before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the pews or 

hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS December 29, 2019 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 12/29  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (Dec. 23-Jan. 6) 
 9:15 Worship w/Communion 
 10:30 New Year’s Brunch 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 12/30  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (Dec. 23-Jan. 6) 

Tuesday 12/31  New Year’s Eve 
  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (Dec. 23-Jan. 6) 

Wednesday 1/1  New Year’s Day | Church Office Closed | No Wednesday Activities 
  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (Dec. 23-Jan. 6) 

Thursday 1/2  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (Dec. 23-Jan. 6) 

Friday 1/3  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (Dec. 23-Jan. 6) 

Saturday 1/4  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (Dec. 23-Jan. 6) 

Sunday 1/5  Winter Break, Hillsborough County Public Schools (Dec. 23-Jan. 6) 
 9:15 Worship w/Communion & Installation of 2020 Officers & Ministry Teams 
 10:30 Family Bible Hour 
 11:30 Un-decorating @ Hope 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 4:30 Circuit Pastors Epiphany Party 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019: 

Worship: 4:30: 17      6:30: 41 
 

Sunday, December 22, 2019: 
Worship: 9:15: 163 

Spanish Worship: 4:00: 55/29  

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2019: 
Worship: 6:30: 135      10:30: 112/95 

 

Christmas Day, December 25, 2019: 
Worship: 10:30: 33/30 

Offerings—General Fund: $26,498.00 

Stewardship Perspective: 
Luke 2:21 – “And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given 
by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.” There it is: the shortest Gospel lesson of the whole 
Church Year. It is for the festival of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus. What more do you need to know 
than the Name of Jesus? The Lord Saves. That’s who Jesus is – the Lord who saves us sinners. That simple 
Gospel message is the foundation of our faith and the strength to live out our faith in action. 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER  
Long ago Joseph, the son of Jacob, learned to see the Lord’s hand even in sorrowful 
circumstances. What was meant for harm, the Lord used for good. We learn to speak 
these words only by faith. Though the firstborn sons of Bethlehem suffered the ultimate 
cost because of Jesus, through Herod’s atrocity the prophet’s word was fulfilled. “Out of 
Egypt I have called My Son.” Once more we are reminded that nothing can prevent God 
from accomplishing His purpose, especially when that purpose is redeeming us from sin 
and its death and bestowing upon us everlasting life. Hidden in Bethlehem’s sorrow is the 
mercy of God. To voices crying from the pain of death come too soon, He gives the gift 
of life that death cannot steal. This is what Jesus is born to accomplish, and in Egypt He 
is kept safe for this saving work so that we and the infant sons of Bethlehem may rejoice 
in life stronger than death. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS                                                        
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION                                               Lewis H. Redner; 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem w/Once in David’s City”    arr: Mary McDonald 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
OPENING HYMN         “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                    LSB 367 
 



 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: When the fullness of time had come, 
C: God sent forth His Son, 
P: born of woman, born under the law, 
C: to redeem those who were under the law. 
P: Holy and gracious God, 
C: I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am 
ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus 
Christ I ask for Your forgiveness. Deliver me in Your mercy and 
restore me by Your grace that I amend my sinful life. Bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE      “Joy To The World (Unspeakable Joy)” 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King. 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; Let all their songs employ. 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

(Bridge)     Joy, unspeakable joy!  An overflowing well; No tongue can tell! 
Joy, unspeakable joy!  It rises in my soul, never lets me go! 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love. (Repeat Bridge) 
CCLI Song # 5607039; Words and Music by Isaac Watts, George Frederic Handel, Christ Tomlin, Ed Cash and Matt Gilder, © worshiptogether.com songs / sixsteps Music / Vamos  

Publishing / Alletrop Music / Ryan House Music; All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 759305 

 
 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer,  
C: You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet 

more wondrously restored our human nature.  
P: Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us;  
C: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit,  
P: one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                    Isaiah 63:7-14 (p.622)  

(I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord.) 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, 
according to all that the Lord has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of 
Israel that he has granted them according to his compassion, according to the abundance 
of his steadfast love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal 
falsely.” And he became their Savior. 9In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel 
of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them 
up and carried them all the days of old. 10But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; 
therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them. 11Then he 
remembered the days of old, of Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up 
out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 12who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who divided 
the waters before them to make for himself an everlasting name, 13who led them through 
the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. 14Like livestock that go down 
into the valley, the Spirit of the Lord gave them rest. So you led your people, to make for 
yourself a glorious name. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  



 

 

EPISTLE                                                                Galatians 4:4-7 (p.974) 
(When the fullness of time came, God sent His Son.) 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSE                            “Come to the Child”                           ABS (2) 75 

Come to the Child of Bethlehem. See Him, the Son of God and Man. 
Think of the life that now has filled our flesh and bone. 

Come to the Child in wonder now. Think of our God— imagine how 
Heaven could fill this simple Child of Bethlehem. 

 

Come and worship. Come and honor Him.  
Come and bow, Now lay your pride and plans aside. 

Come and praise Him. Lift your heart to Him. 
He is your God! He is your hope, and He is love! 

 

Come to the Child of Bethlehem. See Him, the Son of God and Man. 
Think of the life that now has filled our flesh and bone. 

Come to the Child in wonder now. Think of our God— imagine how 
Heaven could fill this simple Child of Bethlehem. 

 

Worship your Lord, the simple Child of Bethlehem. 
 

Copyright © 2005 by Pilot Point Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Administered by The Copyright Company, 1025 16th Ave. South, Suite 204, Nashville, TN 37212.  
CCLI License # 759305 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                   Matthew 2:13-23 (p.808) 

(Herod murders the Holy Innocents of Bethlehem and 
they become the first martyrs for the sake of the Lord.) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord! 
 
13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose 



 

 

and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out 
of Egypt I called my son.” 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the 
wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and 
in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 
ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet 
Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping 
for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 19But when 
Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, 
“Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the child's life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the 
land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the 
district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken 
by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ!  
 
SONG OF THE DAY                   “Your Name” 

Humbly to the earth You came, born into this world to save. 
God with us, Emmanuel; Now we adore Your Name. 

 

(Chorus)                Your Name— is a strong and mighty tower;  
Your Name— is a shelter like no other; 

Your Name— let the nations sing it louder,  
             for nothing has the power to save, but Your Name. (Music) 

 

Jesus, in Your Name we pray, come and fill our hearts today; 
           Lord, give us strength to live for You, and glorify Your Name. (Chorus) 

 

(Bridge)                   Wonderful, Counselor…Prince of Peace… (Chorus) 
 

(Ending)           God with us, Emmanuel; God with us, Emmanuel; 
God with us, Emmanuel; Now we adore Your Name. 

 
CCLI Song # 7005511 | Words and Music by Paul Baloche & Glenn Packiam | © 2006 Integrity Worship Music | Integrity’s Hosanna! Music 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved.   CCLI License # 759305 

 
SERMON                            "Just the Right Time"                     Galatians 4:4-7 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 



 

 

NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not belong 
to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use these 
blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of the 
gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

  
VOLUNTARY               “Angels We Have Heard on High”                 Wilber Held 
 



 

 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE    
P: In Your mercy, Lord, hear the prayers of Your people and grant to us all 

things needful and beneficial, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  For the 
Church, the people of His promise, to whom He has revealed His Son as 
Savior and Redeemer, that we may enjoy the gift of good and faithful 
ministers, and that the Lord may prosper the Word and bring to fruition the 
proclamation of Your Word in every place and time, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the nation and our leaders, that the Lord may grant them wisdom in 

their pursuit of justice, and for the cause of peace in the world and relief 
for those who suffer oppression, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the renewal of our fellowship as the Body of Christ, for families, for 

husbands and wives, for those desiring to be married, for the single who 
desire marriage, and for the lonely who yearn to know the comfort of 
friendship and family, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the sick and those who suffer, that the Lord may grant them healing in 

accordance with His will, and for those who give aid and care to the sick 
especially Kathy Bravis, George Hayes, and Tristan Mercier, let us pray to 
the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For our communion this day upon the body and blood of Christ, that we 

may receive this Sacrament with faith and be strengthened by it, and that 
the Lord may soon bring unity of faith and doctrine so that all divisions may 
cease and we may be fully one at the altar, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For grateful hearts, that we may receive the Lord’s gifts with joy and use 

them wisely and for His glory; and for grace, that our worship may be 
pleasing in the Lord’s sight, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the Holy Spirit to increase our joy and sustain us in this joy and 

thanksgiving throughout the days of this Christmas season, until that day 
when at last the Lord returns in His glory as lord and judge of all, let us 
pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
  



 

 

P: Recalling God’s goodness in ages past and living in hope and anticipation 
of that day when He shall come again in His glory, let us bring these prayers 
to His throne of grace in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us 
to pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION  

 
PREFACE                                                                                 
P: The Lord be with you.             
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.             
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is truly good, right…praising you and singing: 
 

 “Joy to the World, the Lord Is Born”       (tune: LSB 387) 
Joy to the world, the Lord is born, The Lord of hosts is He! 

He comes to bring, great joy this morn, For all the world to see, 
For all the world to see, For all, for all the world to see. 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and 
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood.” We prepare to receive what Jesus 
has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink this 
wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.  

 
AGNUS DEI               “Joy to the World, the Lamb of God”           (tune: LSB 387) 

Joy to the world, the Lamb of God, Is born for us today! 
He comes to spread His joy abroad, The light, the peace, the way, 

The light, the peace, the way, The light, the light, the peace, the way. 
 

Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

(The congregation may be seated.) 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed in 
the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity and 
recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord is 
truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament God 
gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of responsibility 
in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully share this 
sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time of prayer on 
the many blessings God has given you.  If you have any questions, please see a pastor or 
an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats and drinks without 
recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For 
those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is also served in the center of 
the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
 

Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time 
of individual prayer with anyone desiring.  

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”                     LSB 368 
 

 “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”                        LSB 386 
 

 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                          LSB 393 
 



 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE   “Abide with Me”                LSB 878; vs. 1, 4, 6 
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach our 
church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who are 
true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING HYMN  “’Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’ w/’King of Heaven”  LSB 380/SS 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 



 

 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

King of heaven, come down; King of heaven, come now; 
Let Your glory reign, shining like the day, King of heaven, come. 

King of heaven, rise up; Who can stand against us; 
You are strong to save, in Your mighty name, King of heaven, come. 

 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

King of heaven, come down; King of heaven, come now; 
Let Your glory reign, shining like the day, King of heaven, come. 

King of heaven, rise up; Who can stand against us; 
You are strong to save, in Your mighty name, King of heaven, come. 

 
Public domain CCLI Song # 5997804 | Words and Music by Paul Baloche and Jason Ingram | © 2010 Integrity Worship Music ǀ Leadworship Songs ǀ Sony / ATV Timber Publishing 

 West Main Music ǀ Windsor Hill Music | All rights reserved. | CCLI License # 759305 

 
POSTLUDE                   “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”         arr: William Stickles       
 

 
                   
 

Please join us  
in Fellowship Hall for our  

New Year’s Brunch Pot-Bless 
 



 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we join together on this the 1st Sunday after Christmas. As a 

general rule, the church year will have either one or two Sundays after 

Christmas pending on the calendar. This day we are reminded of the 

“Holy Innocents” those who were slaughtered by King Herod in search of 

the newborn King. The color of the day/ season is WHITE~ the color of 

purity of Him who is full of grace and truth.   
 

JANUARY DOLDRUMS?: Not here at Hope! Check your mailbox TODAY for your 

January calendar and servant schedule. Also, in your mailboxes today is your 

next issue of Portals of Prayer. Additional copies for you to share are located in 

the Narthex.  
 

IN YOUR MAILBOX TODAY: For those that made commitments to our 

Building Hope for the Future campaign, you will find six green envelopes 

(with your specific envelope # on them) in your mailbox. As you may need 

more, please contact the church office. Additionally, there are green 

envelopes in the pew racks (please be sure to write your name and/or 

envelope # on these envelopes if you would like to receive financial 

credit).  
 

POINSETTIAS: If you did not take your poinsettia home following our Christmas worship, 

please do so TODAY.   

 

THANKS: to our Fellowship Ministry Team for hosting today’s early New Year’s Eve brunch 

following our worship.   

 

ONLINE GIVING: We are now set up for online giving for Building Hope for the 

Future. To do so, simply go to our website (hopeplantcity.com) click on the link 

for online giving. The opportunity for your weekly tithes and offerings will be 

coming soon. Simply watch your bulletins and e-blasts.   

 

THANK YOU: to all our musicians (players, singers, and ringers) for all your extra work 

and ministry you provided to all who entered this place throughout Advent and 

Christmas. We are blessed as you use your God given gifts in His ministry! 

 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER: All announcements for our Sunday bulletins are due 

to Jessica (hopepcsecretary@gmail.com) by NOON, TUESDAYS. In order to 

prepare bulletins in a timely manner, this deadline is required.  

http://hopeplantcity.com/
mailto:hopepcsecretary@gmail.com


 

MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday 

morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com) and 

going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning 

messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.    
 

PLEASE REMEMBER: There is NO Living Hope worship or Hope Studies until Wednesday, 

January 8th.   
 

WOW! THANK YOU!: The response from our Hope family has been AMAZING 

to our Reverse Advent Calendar for food to assist our United Food Bank of 

Plant City! If you have not returned your full shopping bag, please be sure to 

bring it back by next Sunday so we can help stock the shelves! Once again 

Hope, you have truly let Jesus be seen in 2019!   
 

CALLING ALL 2020 OFFICERS & MINISTRY TEAMS: Please mark NEXT SUNDAY, 

January 5th on your calendars for your Installation to your positions. This is for all 

those elected and re-elected at our November Voters Meeting.  
 

 WHAT GOES UP…MUST COME DOWN: As much as we hate to think of 

“undecorating” our sanctuary, we know it will have to be done. SO, many 

hands will be needed following Family Bible Hour NEXT SUNDAY, January 5th to 

accomplish this task. The more hands we have, the quicker the work gets done 

and everything put away.    
 

LIVING HOPE & HOPE STUDIES: will return once again on Wednesday, 

January 8th beginning at 6:30PM. Take the time and opportunity this winter 

to join us in either worship or Bible Study. You’ll be glad you did!  
 

CALLING ALL MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS & OFFICERS: A special meeting for all those serving 

on Ministry Teams this coming year will take place in Fellowship Hall on 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9th from 6:30–8:00PM. It is important for all those 

recently elected or re-elected to serve in 2020 plan on joining us. This 

meeting will take the place of your January Ministry Team meeting.   
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: New GriefShare sessions for 2020 will begin January 14th. 
 

CALL EXTENDED: At a special meeting on December 15th, our brothers and 

sisters at Christ, Lakeland extended a Divine Call to Rev. George (Bill) Lowery 

of Arlington, Texas to serve as their new Pastor. Please keep Pastor Lowery 

and the family at Christ, Lakeland in your prayers during this time.  

/Users/jessica.griffin/Dropbox/JESSICA%20WORK/OCT27/hopeplantcity.com


 

2020 FLOWER CHART: is NOW posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Please be sure 

to sign up to insure you get the date(s) you want to place flowers on our 

Lord's altar. Altar flowers are a great way to mark a birthday, anniversary, 

special occasion, or remember someone special. The price, at this time, 

will remain at $17.50 per side ($35.00 for both sides). There is a limit to 2 

bouquets per week. Please be sure to print clearly.   

 

 

 

 

A special thank you to all involved with this 
year’s Advent Tea at Hope. The money that 
was raised came to a total of $1,500 and will 
go far to allow Habitat for Humanity in 
Budapest, Hungary to help families in need.  
Thanks to your generous donation of time 
and money, the love of Christ will shine all to 
way from Plant City to Eastern Europe this 
Christmas!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tremendous thanks to you our dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ, for your many thoughts, cards and 
gifts to our family during this Christmas season.  Our 
Lord has given us immeasurably more in the love that 
you all express and share in your Spirit motivated 
love.  So, suffice to say, we give thanks to God for each 
of you in our prayers.  Thank you again from the 
bottom of our hearts! 
 

  Love, 

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer 
 

All of your cards, comments, and 
especially your prayers have been such 
an encouragement and blessings from 
God. So, we would like to say from the 
bottom of our hearts, “Thank You!!!” 
 

In His Love, 
Pastor Shea & Holly Pennington 

 



 

  



 



 

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5, MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
ENDURING FAITH: As students progress through the program, they learn all about their 
Savior, Jesus Christ, what their Savior means for them, how to defend their faith, and how to 
teach the faith to others. Lessons spiral to help students go deeper each time they re-
encounter a Bible passage. Age-appropriate activities build skills to strengthen Bible learning. 
All of our youth and children classes will be working through this curriculum.  
Preschool—Grade 5 Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Liz Pfeffer, Ellen 
Whitehurst; Middle & High School Leader: Pastor Shea 

 

ADULTS 
ENDURING FAITH: We too will be working through ENDURING FAITH! This will allow entire 
families to be studying the same lessons and open the door for further discussion, study and 
prayer in your home. What a great opportunity this will be for us all to grow in Christ together! 
Leader:  Pastor Pfeffer 
 

YOUNG ADULTS 
ROOTED: Are you in your 20’s or 30’s? Our “Rooted” class will cover topics, 
struggles, doubts, and questions that you may be experiencing in your own life or 
that you see others experiencing. Together we will become rooted in Christ for the 
answers (Colossians 2:6-7). Join us in the Stephen Ministry classroom. 
 Leader: Becky Hartmann 

 

WEDNESDAYS AT HOPE, 6:30PM 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 
Our Wednesday evening worship continues this winter as we celebrate 

the goodness and mercy of our God in an alternative worship format and 

style. Holy Communion is celebrated each Wednesday. Join us for a 

relaxed, celebrative worship alternative! 
 

HOPE STUDIES—THE GOSPEL OF MARK 
The Gospel of Mark was the last Gospel written. Mark's purpose was to 

show the readers of this Gospel that Jesus Christ was the man who is 

the Son of God, sent by the Father to take our place and secure our 

salvation. Mark was Peter's assistant and traveled at times with Paul. 

His Gospel is a book of action that rapidly proceeds from one incident 

to another. Please join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm in the 

conference room for study, conversation, and inspiration. Leader: John 

Koren 
 

 



 



 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Jim Baldwin Sue Crouse Liz Miller Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope’s Ministries 
Diane Bates Bonnie Genrich Mark Stefanos Rev. Shea & Holly Pennington Our Armed Forces 
Putt Crouse   LCMS Synod & District Our Nation 

   Hope Staff Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
 mother of Beverly Pirhonen—health concerns  
Tyler Newkirk grandson of Mary Ann Paris—army national guard; recovering from appendectomy 
Beverly Pirhonen guidance  
Mary Scott friend of Beverly Pirhonen—health concerns  
  

CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Lawrence Bailey brother-in-law of Alan & Sue Griffin—hip surgery  
John Burtz family mourning death of John’s brother, Denver  
Mary Clapp mother of Donna Koren—health concerns 
Cindy Kemp healing 
Mayra Nieves mother of Keaira Griffin’s friend—health concerns; new treatment plan 
Billy Passmore friend of Pastor & Liz Pfeffer—4-wheel accident; broken ribs & lacerated spleen 
Donna Simmons beginning chemo treatments 
  

BATTLING CANCER:  JoAnne Hayashi Pat Mason  
Tom Battling Austin Dobbs Barry Himmel Jennifer McCourt Donna Simmons 
Laura Blake Ginnie Donaldson Dale Jarvis Faye Mueller Judy Strait 

Bob Broshelle Jace Driggers Gordon Long David Paul Niver Jeannie Lee Taylor 
Mary Clapp Kori Dunke Lucille Luedke Mary Ann Pitre Rick Ward 

Alice Correia Marcus Elam Jean Marie Mactye Becky Schlicher Mr. Wells 
D Tim Griffie Pat Mailloux Mary Scott Millie Wetz 

Debbie Jerry Gross Mari Abbey Sedlacek Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Justin Rappa 
Jacob Bertsch Joshua Gross Tyler Newkirk Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 

Stephen Daniell—R Brad Landis Donnie Pittman Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 



 

 
 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (12/29/2019) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 9:15/Grace Kelly 
Acolyte 9:15/Nathan Gall 
Lector 9:15/Holly Drapp 
Elder on Duty 9:15/Brian Heipp 
Communion Assistant 9:15/Brian Heipp 
Flowers Schmidt family 
Offerings Dale & Jonie Wenzel 
Ushers Team 3 
10:30/Stuart Howell,* Wendell Lattz, Andrew MacDonald, Ron MacDonald, Jack Moberg 
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  
Keith Schmidt in memory of Norma Jean 

 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (1/5/2020) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 9:15/Jackson Venrick 
Acolyte 9:15/Abby Kelly 
Lector 9:15/Cindy Kemp 
Elder on Duty 9:15/Tom Reagin 
Communion Assistant 9:15/Tom Reagin 
Flowers OPEN 
Offerings Ed & Mary Beth Sanchez 
Ushers Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume 
 

SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF JANUARY: 
Altar Guild Cindy Petersen  
Nurse Janet Reitzel (419-467-1608) 
 

 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


