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VOTERS MEETING AGENDA 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

November 17, 2019 
 

Opening Prayer – Pastor Pfeffer 
 
Roll Call – (visual count) need 10% for quorum 
 
Approval of the Minutes – Liz Pfeffer 

   May 19, 2019 
 September 29, 2019 (Special Meeting) 

 
Membership Matters – Pastor Pfeffer 
 
Consent Agenda of Ministry Reports 
 Senior Pastor 
 Associate Pastor 
 President 
 Past President 
 Vice President 
 Elders 
 Deaconess 
 Christian Growth and Discipleship 
 Fellowship 
 Health 
 Missions & Outreach 
 Music 
 Stewardship and Human Care 
 Trustees 
 Youth 
 Building Committee 
 
Financial Report –Dodie Walker & Daniel Pfeffer 
 
Old Business  
 
New Business 
 Blueprint for Mission & Ministry 2020 
 Officers and Ministry Teams 2020 
 Building Committee 
 
Adjournment and Closing Prayer – Pastor Shea



 

Voter’s Meeting 
May 19, 2019 

 
President, Dave Booher opened the meeting.  A visual count (10% needed for a quorum) was done.  It was 
determined that the quorum was met.  Pastor Pfeffer opened with a devotion and prayer.  The minutes from 
the regularly scheduled Voter’s meeting of November 2018 and the Special Voter’s meeting on January 27, 2018 
were presented.  George Hayes made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Sheila Goethe seconded.   
All in favor, motion carried. 
 
President Dave Booher asked for any questions or comments regarding the Consent Agenda presented in the 
packet. Nora Trivunovich made a motion for the reports to be accepted as presented.  Tom Whitehurst 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Financial Report – Dodie Walker presented the financial report.  President Dave Booher asked for any questions.  
Nick Trivunovich made a motion to accept the financial report as presented. Mack Goethe seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 

o Building Committee – report given by Dave Booher.  After much discussion, the following Resolution was 
presented: 
 
Accept the Building Committee Concept recommendations to move forward with the engagement of an 
architect for the final design based on the Phase I budget of $1.75M. 
 
Mac Goethe made motion to approve the resolution.  Doug Shaw seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
New Business: 

o None 
 
With no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
Pastor Shea closed prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Liz Pfeffer, Secretary 



 

Special Voter’s Meeting 
September 29, 2019 

 
President, Dave Booher, brought the meeting to order.  A quorum was met.  This meeting is for the sole purpose 
of reviewing and passing, if that is the direction of the congregation, a resolution as it pertains to the LCEF Loan 
for our new building.  Dave Booher reviewed the proposed motion.  After some discussion, Mack Goethe made 
a motion to accept the proposed motion as follows: 
 

Whereas the budget for the New Sanctuary approved by the Voters Assembly on May 19, 2019 is $1.75 
million for all costs; and 
 
Whereas the congregation anticipates having $250,000 down payment prior to construction, requiring 
borrowing from LCEF of the amount of $1.5 million for the New Sanctuary; and 
 
Whereas the actual cost of the completed construction is unknown at this time; and  
 
Whereas the congregation desires to have the ability to borrow up to $250,000 in additional funds to 
cover  
unforeseen excess costs for this project without the delay of having to start the loan application process 
over; 
Be It Therefore Resolved that the Building Committee continue to proceed with the construction plans 
based on an overall project budget of $1.75 million; and that the Building Committee is authorized to 
obtain Loan  
Approval from the LCEF in the amount up to $1.75 million for this project. 

 
Jim Drapp seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Liz Pfeffer, Secretary 
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W I.N.I W 
REPORT OF THE SENIOR PASTOR 

November 2019 
 
You know, as I sit down to write this report to you on this hot October afternoon, I look back since our last 
meeting, and do so in awe at how God has truly blessed and is continually blessing this congregation as we move 
forward in mission and ministry in this part of His vineyard known as Plant City, Florida. So often I find myself 
amazed when I should not be at what God is doing with us and among us. You see, I fall into the same trap many 
of you do, I don’t always see God for how big and powerful He really is. I always need to be reminded that the 
God we serve is immeasurably more than we can ever begin to imagine and when we view ministry and mission 
on our terms we are bringing God down to what we think He should be. Instead, we should look at the mission 
and ministry He has given us in His eyes and through His eyes. Time and again, it seems God has to remind me 
just how powerful, loving and forgiving He really is.  So, with that said: 
 
WOW! Is our God ever good!! To join together as we are today on the cusp of moving forward with Building 
Hope for the Future, we can truly see the hand of God at work in the people of Hope. We are after all, a people 
of Hope- and when our Hope is in Christ alone it dispels fear, and that hope that God gives us through both 
Word and Sacrament never disappoints us. The prophet Joel talks about your old men dreaming dreams and 
your young men seeing visions.  We have dreamed and we have visioned for many years about the future of 
this ministry and the construction of a new mission hub (aka- sanctuary). Today, thanks to the bold, visionary, 
missional leadership of this congregation we will take one giant step to making that dream and vision a reality 
not just for us, but for our children and grandchildren AND for the current and future residents of our 
community. As I have shared a number of times with you over the past number of months, this decision to move 
forward with Building Hope for the Future is not a matter if, it’s a matter of when as our current sanctuary of 
55 years is truly beyond its lifespan. This structure has been stretched and pulled and tugged over the years that 
there is no more stretch, pull or tug left in it anymore. We truly give thanks to God for the many memories He 
has given us of our life together in this building. But the time has come for us to move forward and think about 
our future ministry expansion and our ministry to future generations.   
 
This congregation is so blessed to have had founding members who truly wanted to build Hope for the future 
in that they purchased this plot of land that is allowing us the opportunity to build and not relocate due to being 
land-locked. Just as those early Hope families thought of the future generations who have and will call Hope 
home, we must do the same. We must think of those future generations who will call Hope their home.  
Remember, just as God promised those founding members of Hope a “hope and a future” He gives us the same 
promise of a “hope and a future.” This is the same God whose promises to His people of a hope and future 
NEVER fails! It is because of His promises to us, we can face tomorrow… we can face the future in the firm and 
secure knowledge and joy that God is with us today, tomorrow and every day! Therefore, we NEED NOT FEAR! 
In fact, though out this process, fear is the enemy and our enemy the devil will do all he can to instill that fear 
into our hearts. And when we let that fear take control, the devil wins… and we cannot allow that! That is why 
we must always be alert and on watch as Peter tells us. But take heart, we have the God of angel armies on our 
side and it is that precious Gospel message that drives out fear. 
 
As you are well aware, Plant City is a growing community. In fact, a recent study by the Tampa Bay Times showed 
that the zip code 33566 is one of the top 10 growing areas in Hillsborough County. The question before us now 
is how we respond to that growth? We have 2 options: One is to put our head and the sand and adopt the “build 
it and they will come” approach. I hope you agree this approach is just NOT acceptable! That method worked in 
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the 1960’s but simply will not work in today’s world. Option two is a far better option that we see this growth 
as God using us to build His kingdom and Connect People to Jesus! To be active and involved in our communities 
we need to take those opportunities that God gives us to do 3 critical things: INVITE! INVITE! And INVITE! We 
simply cannot and should not settle when we talk with people we know and people we love who are not in a 
relationship with Jesus. Through our Baptism, we are called to be “fishers of men.”  Drop your poles in the water, 
the fish are hungry—in fact the fish are starving! The good news is that Jesus only asks us to do the fishing, Jesus 
does the cleaning of the fish!   
 
The decision before us now is, do we want to make this our grandchildren’s church and even our great-
grandchildren’s church? Do we want to make Hope the gateway to our community and be the light that shines 
in the darkness? Or, do we simply want to keep the Gospel to ourselves? If we fail to take the torch of the 
Reformation out of this place and into the community, we will have failed to pass the Gospel to future 
generations. But mind you… in passing that torch it does NOT mean we compromise or change that which we 
believe, teach and confess as Lutheran Christians. We always have and always WILL preach Christ crucified! Let 
me share with you that Hope is recognized by our District as: 1) a solid congregation, 2) mission focused and 
centered, 3) spiritually generous with the gifts God has given us. But realize, as we move forward anything our 
Building Committee undertakes can only be done with congregational approval and most of all will involve EACH 
member of this body of Christ working together, using the gifts that God has gifted us. Remember, it is NOT 
equal gifts but equal sacrifice. No member of this congregation is a part of the body unto themselves… no, we 
are joined together by Christ who is the head of the body, the church.  
 
Today, in our meeting, we will put forward the Ministry Plan for 2020. Huge thanks to our treasurer, Dodie 
Walker, for ALL her hard work, time and energy in preparing our Ministry Plan. Many hours go into its 
preparation and presentation. But the only way these goals will be achieved is by everyone doing their part as 
a steward of the gifts that God has given you. While God is truly blessing our work here at Hope, we as members 
have work to do—especially in the area of stewardship. Do you ever stop to think about all the many blessings 
which our gracious God has given you? Blessings of time, talents and treasures. Do you realize that God gives 
you 168 hours each week? How many hours do you give back to him? Is it 1 hour a week in worship? If so, that’s 
certainly NOT enough! There are MANY opportunities for you to serve our Lord during those 168 hours each 
week. Why not ask where YOU can serve and use the time God has given you in thanks to Him? I realize that we 
are a very busy people—work, families, recreation, etc. but these can NEVER and should NEVER become reasons 
that we cannot thank God for the gift of time he has given us. Talents—each of us has a talent and each talent 
is a GIFT from God. That talent could be playing the piano, cooking a meal, sewing, trimming trees, singing and 
so forth. Are you using the talents God GIVES you in service to him? Next comes our treasures. EVERY penny we 
have is a gift from God. How can we withhold anything from Him who gives all and knows all? In Malachi 3:7b-
8 we read these words: “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, “How do we rob you? “In tithes and 
offerings.” Dare I ask, on the basis of Scripture- are you guilty or robbing God of His tithe and offering? You see, 
every penny, every gift we knowingly withhold from the Lord is robbing Him of what is due. Ask yourself “What 
shall I render to the Lord for ALL His benefits to me?” With ALL that God has given us—including the gift of 
salvation in His Son, Jesus Christ, how can we not give back to the Lord what He has first given us?! The only 
way the mission and ministry of Hope can go forward is through the stewardship of the time, talents and 
treasures of her members. God has so richly blessed Hope in so many ways, that it moves us to return to the 
Lord, not out of compulsion but out of love and a desire to give to Him in thanks and praise. Remember, the 
stewardship of God’s gifts is the responsibility of EVERY member of the body of Christ. It cannot be shouldered 
by only a few.   
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I can’t tell you how important it is for us as a congregation to continue being present in our Plant City community. 
We simply cannot afford, as the people of God, to hide behind the walls of this place and not be seen and heard 
in our community. Remember, the church is people… the building is just the place we meet and call “the church.” 
But the church is people and we are called to be the church at home, work, school, golf course, gym, etc. It takes 
all of us to be a part of Plant City to have a positive impact in our community. To that, let me thank you for 
allowing me the opportunity to serve in our community as a board member and Vice Chair of our United Food 
Bank, a part of Daybreak Rotary Club, member of the Board of Directors of our Plant City YMCA, member of 
Board of Directors of Plant City Chamber of Commerce, and to serve as Circuit Visitor in our Winter Haven Circuit 
(final 3 year term ends in June, 2021). However, let me assure you, the Saints of God, gathered in this place that 
any and all community involvement for me will never ever take the place of being your pastor and being there 
for you at the drop of a hat! We must all realize that the only way we will impact Plant City with the Gospel is if 
we are in the world, and not of the world… in other words DON’T HIDE YOUR LIGHT UNDER A BUSHEL! 
 
Let me once again share with you the AWESOMENESS of our Hope staff! The staff that God has brought together 
in this place is truly amazing, and one that always seeks to fulfill our mission of Connecting People to Jesus. God 
has truly blessed this congregation with a staff that is truly the best. I know that I would be lost without the 
assistance and leadership of those whom God has assembled in this place—Pastor Shea, Christine Mansell, 
Jessica Griffin (my right and left arms), Joyce Van Matre, Lyn Senkarik and our extended staff of Ellen Whitehurst, 
Choir & bells director, and Pastor Miguel Sanabria, Jr. who leads our Spanish worship. What a blessing it is to 
come to Hope every day and serve side by side with these willing servants—we are BLESSED! Also, please allow 
me this opportunity to thank God for my family especially for Liz, who has been by my side not just as a wife but 
as my beloved partner in ministry—I have said this before, and I will say it again now… I would be lost were it 
not for her love and support. Believe me, there is no way a man can accomplish these tasks as Pastor without 
the love and support of his wife and family. The opportunities placed before each of us are as endless as God’s 
love and power to accomplish them.   
 
When you stop and think about it, our mutual ministry here at Hope reaches out and touches many families 
with the Gospel who otherwise might live in darkness (just look at how many kids were served here at Hope 
during Lots of Hugs this past summer). I urge you, in the Gospel, to let this place shine with the light of the 
Gospel of grace. Let this place be a beacon of light in a sin darkened world. Let this be the place of refuge in our 
sin sick, strife torn world. Let this be the place where the residents of Plant City can continue to come to hear 
the Gospel proclaimed in truth and our Lord’s sacraments administered in their purity. Let this church continue 
to be a mission church with each member a missionary about the task of connecting people to Jesus, as together 
we, 

 
Rejoice in the Lord always! 

 
 

REV. DEAN R. PFEFFER, Senior Pastor 
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W I.N.I W 
REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

NOVEMBER 2019 
 

“I know the plans I have for you—declares the LORD— 
plans for peace and not for evil, to give you a future and hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 
Truly, truly God has been at work. Planning and preparing our future—Building Hope. And He has invited us, 
called us to join with Him in laying a new foundation for our future mission hub. A sacred space and place where 
disciples are raised up, where hope is proclaimed in our community, where the family of God grows in faith and 
grows in connecting people to Jesus. All of us have been working together—leadership team, ministry teams, 
staff, pastors, elders…the whole congregation—and I just want to give you all a big “Hip. Hip. Hurrah!” Truly, 
God will continue to do immeasurably more for us, in us, and through us generation after generation to come. 
 
A big highlight for me during our Capital campaign was the prayer pouches and prayer tents. We had youth and 
children hand make prayer pouches which were used to carry the names of people we would be praying for 
throughout the building hope campaign. The 2nd Sunday we set up tents and inside each tent was the Bible open 
to Jeremiah 29:11 and a basket full of names. One tent had names of the leadership team and the other had 
names of congregation members. Youth and children entered the tents and grab one name from leadership 
team and four names from congregation and put them in our pouch. Each week we would spend time praying 
for those people. It was really moving to watch these kids and youth pray from the heart for our Hope family 
and for building hope for the future. 
 
This past summer, Hope was blessed again to have the Lots of Hugs summer reading program. This time I was 
able to get involved in a special way. Each morning I had the privilege of leading some outdoor activities with 
the kids. Mixed into these activities was reading, but not just any reading—it was reading from the Word of 
God. Sometimes it was a relay race that ended with them reading a bible verse, sometimes it was puzzle that 
once put together spelled out a verse, or it was something. It was simple, yet significant. Such an honor and joy 
each morning to help connect these kids to Jesus and share God’s Word with them—to help build hope in their 
lives through Christ. 
 
Another big event over the summer was the 2019 National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis. Personally for me 
this was the best gathering I’ve ever been to. The message and speakers were incredible. The theme of Real 
Present God is so relevant and inspiring. There is so much I got out of the gathering and there is so much Hope’s 
youth got out of this gathering. Following mass events we would spend time with reflection questions and 
conversation and I was delighted and impressed to hear our youth and adults be “real” with one another. (It 
takes courage to be “real.”) To share open and honestly about things going on in our lives and how God is our 
real present help. Our refuge and strength.  
 
This fall, Holly and I have started hosting a game night each month at our house for young adults. We are also 
connecting with St. Paul to join them in clay shooting and other activities. In addition, these past months I’ve 
been LERT trained and even received Chainsaw Certification along with Ron MacDonald. Most recently, I had 
the honor of leading the guys only session again at the FLGA District Middle School Youth Gathering. Directing 
middle school boys to the one person who shows us how to truly be a man—Jesus. 
 
Looking forward to 2020 there are 2 special things I want to share with you: Rock the Universe and LHM Learn. 
So since there is no FLGA High School Youth Gathering in 2020, I’m working with other youth leaders to plan a 
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Lutheran Gathering at Rock the Universe and make it a weekend event with a special worship service for all ages 
Sunday Morning. Our plan is to make Rock the Universe more focused and gather fellow Lutheran group 
together in order to spend time in God’s word along with praising God at Rock the Universe. 
 
The second is Lutheran Hour Ministries LEARN. According to a recent study by Barna Group, 73% of adult 
Christians have 9 or less spiritual conversation within a year.  That’s right 73% of adult Christians are having less 
than 1 spiritual conversation a month. So using the resource of LHM Learn we are going to help build thriving 
households Hope’s Youth in order to help encourage spiritual conversations in the home. What begins in the 
home flows into our neighborhood and everyday lives. Family of Hope, please pray for us in building thriving 
households and raising up disciples who are prepared to engage in spiritual conversation for the sake of 
connecting people to Jesus. 
 

In His name! 
Pastor Shea 

REV. SHEA R. PENNINGTON, Associate Pastor 
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GOD’S VISION FOR MINISTRY AT HOPE: 
 

THE MISSION OF HOPE IS... 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
May 2019—October 2019 

 
Additions: 
Nathan Gall* 
Jayla Lopez 
Greg & Carol Noble 
Evan Pfeffer  
Oz Vargas 
* Adjustment to communicant count following Confirmation  
 
Deletions: 
Matt & Robin Finney; Faith, Jacob & Michael Bellman & Donald Finney (Transfer—Christ the King, 
Riverview) 
Lin Houck (Transfer—Hope, Hudson) 
 
Church Triumphant: 
Andy Anderson 
Dan Senkarik 

Total Additions:         5 
Total Deletions:      9 
TOTAL                    -4 

 
Current Statistics (as of April 30th): 

Baptized: 391                    Communicant: 349                    Associate: 19                    Voters: 284 

TO REACH THE PEOPLE  
OF OUR COMMUNITIES 

WITH THE 

LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 
AND THE INVITATION FOR 
CELEBRATIVE WORSHIP, 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH, 
AND 

SERVICE TO OTHERS IN HIS NAME. 
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President’s Report 
 

(Not Submitted) 
 

 
 
Vice President’s Report 
 
  (Not Submitted) 
 

 
 
Past President’s Report 
 
  (Not Submitted) 
 

 
 
Elders Ministry Team Report 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Over the last few months things sure have been moving at a very rapid pace on our campus called Hope Lutheran 
Church. We have completed our Inform and Inspire Phases, and when you read this we will have also completed 
our Commitment Sunday. But let’s slow down and listen to the word of God. 
 

“… and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:19) 

 
As you engage with the” Building Hope for the Future” campaign, you may have “knowledge” of why this 
campaign is taking place. You may have knowledge as to the needs that exist in this ministry. You may be well 
informed as to the case statement and reasons for this funding effort. 
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Knowledge is essential. Knowledge is helpful. 
 
But sometimes knowledge is not enough. What about love? 
 
Do you love this ministry? 
 
Do you love what more this ministry will be able to do? 
 
Do you love the fact that lives are touched, and people are blessed as a result of what takes place in this ministry? 
 
Do you love that God loves you and God loves the people who are (and will be) touched by this ministry? 
 
Do you love that God has blessed you with resources that He can use to bless those He loves through this 
ministry? 
 
Knowledge is good. Knowledge is helpful. But sometimes knowledge is not enough. 
 
What about love… God’s love… We pray that we would all know this love that surpasses knowledge… a love that 
is immeasurably more than anything you can ever “know.” Or imagine. 
 
As we continue on this journey together make it a matter of daily prayer to thank God for the gift of grace. Pray 
for our Pastoral Leadership and their families that God would inspire them to take on the challenges for the 
future missions here at Hope. Pray for the spiritual growth and the unity of our members. Pray for all of our 
community outreach and missions programs. Pray for God to remind us of His faithfulness that we may trust in 
His provision for our church. 
 
Visit our church website for more prayer points as well as Immeasurably More Moments. 
 

Blessings as you continue to grow in His word, 
Todd Warner 
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Deaconess Report 
 
GriefShare: 
GriefShare sessions continue to serve our members and the community of Plant City by reaching out to those 
who have lost a loved one—some very recent and others in the preceding years/months. Our focus is to provide 
a “safe” environment to express feelings, be free to explore emotions and most of all—to seek the Lord and His 
guidance as He leads each one along a new and different path as we discover how, what and where to serve 
Him. Much thanks to Sally, Keith, Lori and Todd for their faithful leadership and compassionate hearts! New 
class in January, 2020… 
 
The “HOLIDAYS”: 
Holidays can be great—should be fun and joyous!  But not always—for some the holidays are days of dread. 
Being lonely or forgotten only deepens their sorrow. “Surviving the Holidays” is a seminar focusing on bringing 
our hearts and minds into the real purpose of our celebrations—how to accept or refuse invitations, how to 
handle November to January and still keep “our minds intact.” On Saturday, November 16th from 10:00 to 12:00 
(Brunch provided), we will share the “secrets and special tips” to successfully approaching the holiday season 
with fearless confidence! Everyone welcome! 
 

“You are not saved through good works; you are saved to do good works.” 
 

In The Master’s Service, 
Lyn Senkarik, Deaconess 

 

 
 
Christian Growth and Discipleship Ministry Team Report 
 
Happy almost Thanksgiving!! What are you thankful for? The Christian Growth Ministry Team is so thankful for 
all the opportunities we have to help you “Connect People to Jesus!” We are thankful to have a congregation 
that loves to get involved in all the wonderful events we sponsor. We are thankful for your gifts of time, talent 
and monetary support that are never-ending. We are thankful for the volunteers who are always around at the 
right time. Without you there would be no Easter Eggstravganza, VBS, Truck or Treat, Advent Tea, Christmas 
Program…you get my point.   
 



10 
 

We are thankful for our faithful Sunday School/Wednesday Teachers who share God’s word with us (If you are 
not in a class you are missing out!). We are thankful for 2 Pastors who sometimes just shake their heads when 
we have ideas but always support us in our endeavors of. We are thankful for the thought of a new “Mission 
Hub” to help us “Connect People to Jesus.” But most of all as we enter this Advent Season we are thankful that 
God loved us enough to send his only son to be born in a manger and then die on the cross for all our sins!  His 
command to us is to tell others about this wonderful gift! For us that is what Christian Growth and Discipleship 
is all about…helping you find ways to share the good news of the gift that was given to us in the Manager, the 
gift who died for our sins but rose again that we might have eternal life. Who wouldn’t want to have such a 
wonderful gift! It is our hope that when our team gives you an opportunity to share that gift and “Connect 
People to Jesus,” you will say “I will.” 
 

God’s Blessings, 
Nora Trivunovich 

 

 
 
Fellowship Ministry Team Report 

 
2019 Year in Review 

 
Carol Walkenhorst, Theresa Justice, Kristin Mercier, Kathy Norris, Amy Gall & Carl Bergner 
 

1. Church Picnic – 3/17/2019 – served approximately 150 people 
2. Pastor and Liz Pfeffer anniversary celebration - Brunch 
3. May Voter’s Meeting 
4. Game Night – 9/14/2019 Family, Food & Fun – We had about 20 people in attendance 
5. November’s Voter’s Meeting 11/17/2019 
6. Advent Tea 12/7/2019 
7. Planning another New Year’s Eve Brunch on 12/29/2019 

 
The Fellowship Team would like to thank everyone that is not on the team that also assisted with the events of 
the past year. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Walkenhorst  
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Health Ministry Team Report 
 

(Not Submitted) 
 

 
 
Missions & Outreach Ministry Report 
 
1.  May—Ice Cream Party for Coventry House had to be postponed until a later date 
 
2.  June—$200 donation given to VBS team for a Friday Night Pizza Party 
 
3.  July—Our Adopt-A-Family from Hope to provide school clothes, shoes, etc., was cancelled 
 
4.  August—Summer Break 
 
5.  September—Undy Sunday collections ran from November 1st to November 22nd for congregation 

participation, plus a Thrivent Grant, allowing us to provide items to local schools 
 
6.  October—Items have been purchased to prepare the Bags of Hope that will then be available to the 

congregation 
 
7.  November—We will provide a Thanksgiving Basket to a family; name will be obtained from Mary at the Food 

Bank via Pastor Pfeffer. A donation will be given for the Wreath Program for Veterans 
 
8.  December—A Food Basket and Christmas Gifts will be donated to a family; name will be obtained from Mary 

at the Food Bank via Pastor Pfeffer 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Willa McMinn 
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Music Ministry Report 
  
Music, and the appreciate of it, seems to be in the “ear” of the listener! Whether it is classic, hymnody, jazz, 
heavy metal, country, Christian, contemporary, instrumental, vocal. All are extremely different, but alike in 
many ways. From “written” music (notes or just chords) to those blessed to play by ear (with NO written music) 
they all come from a place and a gift that GOD provided, whether acknowledged or not. 
 
As Christians, we know that ALL gifts and talents come from God and we are fortunate to participate in one 
fashion or another OR just listen and sing along (sometimes). Whether we sit in the pew, on the sidelines, pray, 
listen in audiences, congregations, musicals, concerts... we have our preferences. Do we not? 
 
Do you listen through ear buds, in the car on the radio, CDs, maybe even old tapes or records? We still 
have our favorites. When it comes to the Christian Holidays it is the same—Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, 
Thanksgiving. All the “trappings” that come with our secular holidays also envelope us into that same holiday 
when it comes to music. It is a part of ALL of our lives from babies and older. 
 
I used to say (and still do occasionally), “if I live long enough for us to be in a new sanctuary,” then…! Well reality 
is on the horizon and the building committee is and has been meeting with an acoustical engineer for our new 
building. Essential evaluation of space and how sound reacts within that space. It can be good or bad. 
Acoustically dead (as is our current sanctuary), too lively so that sound bounces off of everything OR an engineer 
with the talent and ability to create that worship space with amazing sound capabilities. 
 
Although our time on this earth is “temporary,” so was this sanctuary, that we presently abide in, to be an initial, 
temporary space until ”Hope” was off subsidy and standing on their own. God has blessed Hope with not only 
60 years of active worship as a congregation but also an active group of Christians that strive to connect others 
to Jesus, in many ways. 
 
When the Ark of the Covenant was carried for years across “rough terrain” it was still hallowed and respected 
for what it represented to the Israelites. Our precious earthly building, that hold so many of our memories is 
rapidly deteriorating and we need a newer home to make additional memories in ministry and connect the old 
with the new. If you loved our “little church” for the esthetics in our hearts, you will also come to love the 
merging into our newest worship space. It will draw us in, just like it will welcome new people and future 
generations to come. Almost ALL of you came to Hope from a different place. For certain, the founding families 
came from a different church, but trusted God to move our congregation forward, even when there was NO 
building, NO land, and it was rented space. Their vision and efforts were much more difficult for our beginning 
pioneers of Hope. 
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Pray, without ceasing, that all of God’s promises of blessings will come to Hope’s ministry and that we continue 
the ministry and outreach that has become a part of all of us at Hope. 
 

Lovingly shared, 
Christine Mansell 

Director of Music, Hope Lutheran Church  
 

 
 
Stewardship & Human Care Ministry Team Report 
 
The Stewardship & Human Care Team has had several opportunities to Connect People to Jesus. 
 

• Baby Bottles Drive: We handed out baby bottles on Mother’s Day, May 12th and collected them on 
Father's Day, June 16th. This benefitted the Pregnancy Care Center of Plant City. 

• School Supplies: School supplies were collected in July. These were distributed to our teachers at Hope 
to benefit the children in their classrooms. The teachers were very appreciative. 

• Veterans Bags: Gift bags were assembled for the veterans at Grace Manor. The bags will be delivered in 
November. 

• Prayers for Veterans: 
• Teddy Bears: Teddy Bears will be collected in February. 

 
Thank you for your generous and continued support. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandra Howell 
 

 
 
Trustees Ministry Team Report 
 
FIRST AND ALWAYS, Thanks to everyone who finds some time to work on needs around the church 
campus.  Your efforts make ours much easier. The Trustees continue to meet on the first Saturday of the month 
for work days (actually ½ days) on a variety of items. We do have a structured list of items that are addressed 
on a recurring basis, as well as some longer range desires that we get to as time and available hands allow. As 
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our campus ages, we have been looking at more upgrade needs and evaluating them relative to a potential 
campus building program.      
 
We had a congregation work day in October (prior to a number of church events and the holiday season). In 
spite of the nasty weather, a lot of hands were present, and we eliminated many items from the list. I would 
assume that another event will be scheduled in the Spring prior to Easter.     
 
Since the last congregational meeting, multiple items have been addressed. Following are some of the major 
items: 

1. Completed installation of the TECO ZAPCAP program to protect against power surges  
2. Continued to work on striping of the church parking areas 
3. Activated the “boy’s restroom” in the north building for the summer reading program 
4. Installed additional campus informational signage in various areas 
5. Roof repair in “BP room” in sanctuary 
6. Completed annual fire extinguisher/emergency lighting/fire suppression testing 
7. Irrigation system maintenance 
8. Annual HVAC inspection and maintenance 
9. Replaced HVAC system in Fellowship Hall 
10. Updated leases with WW and Knowledge Points. 

 
Looking forward over the next few months: 

1. Continue the work on restriping the parking lots 
2. Clean carpets in conference room, green room, sanctuary, and grief share room 
3. Install new church sign along Park Road when timing is correct 
4. Look to get some electrical power to the storage building in the back corner. This is where the “flood 

buckets” are stored (there have been as many as 1200 stored). Electricity is needed so we can activate 
the security light on the pole. We have had some night shipments(in/out) and worked by flashlights 

5. EATING AT CULVERS… 
 

If anyone has any concerns or sees an issue needing attention, please let us know. We are ready to help! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Wendell Lattz 
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Youth Ministry Team Report 
 
We kicked off our summer with some fun and fellowship at Summer Fun Under the SON hosted at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Lakeland. With NYG 2019 on the horizon this event provided us a great way to get to know 
fellow youth from sister congregation, whom we would later see in Minneapolis. 
 
In honor of Father’s Day, the youth gave thanks to our Heavenly Father for gifting us with our earthly Fathers. 
As dads left service that Sunday, they received a “Dad’s Root Beer” with custom Label: “Blessed Father’s Day.”  
Hope’s Youth joined Jesus on his mission by helping out at Feeding Tampa Bay and by volunteering to help make 
Kid’s Packs at the Food Bank in Plant City. These bags provided nutritional meals to children in our community, 
who struggle to have even a single nutritional meal a day. Also, with VBS moved to end of June Hope’s Youth 
were big part in all things VBS, helping make that last week in June out of this world as we connected kids to 
Jesus!! J 
 
The biggest thing for us in 2019 is was National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis. We had a total of 13 people 
attend this massive event of over 23,000. This Gathering, I believe, was the best one ever. The whole theme and 
messaging hit so close to home and straight to our very heat and lives. Our Youth gave a presentation of highs 
and highlights from NYG, but honestly, that’s just a glimpse of how incredible and impactful it was for us. 
Unforgettable. Meaningful. God is our refuge and strength. A very present help in trouble. No matter what that 
struggle or trouble may be (e.g., emotional, relational, w/grades, w/peers), whether it’s at home, school or 
online. God is our refuge and strength. Real. Present. God. 
 
This fall our Youth have been active in regular youth group and youth led service and especially with our capital 
campaign. Together with the kids we made Prayer Pouches and selected names from our congregation and one 
name from out campaign leadership team for our youth and children to be praying for on a regular basis 
throughout our capital campaign. The following Sunday in September we did an activity called Prayer Tents in 
which we spend Sunday School praying over the people of our congregation, especially the specific names in 
our prayer pouches. So, our youth and children are helping to saturate our congregation with prayer as we Build 
Hope for the Future. 
 
Please continue to pray for Hope’s Youth and Youth Team that we are prepared to share our REAL PRESENT 
GOD with everyone He puts in our path. Pray for us as we move forward using LHM Learn to help us build 
thriving household and 21st Century disciples confident and competent to connect people to Jesus. J 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pastor Shea 
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Building Committee Report 
 
You will be receiving a separate report from the building committee by the voters meeting. 
 
Lost, misplaced, or forgot to turn in your Capital Campaign Commitment? Additional cards are located 
underneath the mailboxes for your use. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 ~ For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,  

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
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Financial Report—Hope Lutheran Church  
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