
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
9:15AM—Worship 

10:30AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship 
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We 

acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us 

as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran 

Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name 

and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a 

“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we 

realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason 

there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are 

available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag 

following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all 

activities at Hope in the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just 

as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your 

use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the 

pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be 

appreciated! Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



PATRIOTIC WORSHIP July 7, 2019 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 7/7  Blood Mobile @ Hope 
  NO Family Bible Hour 
 9:15 Worship w/Communion 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Tuesday 7/9 12:00 Staff Meeting 

Wednesday 7/10  Youth @ LCMS Youth Gathering, Minneapolis (10-17) 
 6:30 Living Hope Worship w/Communion 

Thursday 7/11  Youth @ LCMS Youth Gathering, Minneapolis (10-17) 
 10:30 Bible Study 

Friday 7/12  Youth @ LCMS Youth Gathering, Minneapolis (10-17) 
 10:00 Visitation for Andy Anderson 
 11:00 Memorial Service for Andy Anderson 

Saturday 7/13  Youth @ LCMS Youth Gathering, Minneapolis (10-17) 

Sunday 7/14  Youth @ LCMS Youth Gathering, Minneapolis (10-17) 
  Youth Scrip Orders Due 
 9:15 Worship  
 10:15 Blood Pressure Screening 
 10:30 Family Bible Hour 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Wednesday, June 26, 2019: 

Worship: 6:30: 21/21  

Sunday, June 30, 2019: 
Worship: 9:15: 128/111 

FBH: Adults: 29     Youth: 0     Children: 0 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 13/12 

Offerings—General Fund: $6,666.50 

Stewardship Perspective: 
Luke 10:20 – “But rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” No one can snatch us out of 
the nail-marked hands of Jesus. He has redeemed us and claimed us as His own. As those whose 
names are written in heaven, we seek to live heavenly lives here on earth. This is the foundation 
of all our good works, including the good work of faithfully supporting the work of the Church. 
It’s our joy in having been redeemed by the Lord through the activity of the Church that 
motivates us to support the Church. 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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July 7, 2019 

 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER  
Most Americans know the first stanza of the national anthem 
of the United States of America. That first stanza of the 
“Star-Spangled Banner” is sung before sporting events, 
music concerts, and county fair festivities. We may not be as 
familiar, however, with the fourth stanza of this song in 
which Francis Scott Key includes the words “In God is our 
trust.” As America celebrates its Independence Day, we recall 
similar words of the Psalms. “Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the LORD, the people whom He has chosen as His 
heritage!” (Psalm 33:12). “It is better to take refuge in the 
LORD than to trust in man” (Psalm 118:8). May our trust be 
in God for safety, salvation, and all things! 

 
SALUTE TO THE FLAGS/NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 
PLEDGE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG 
I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the 
republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible with liberty 
and justice for all.  

 
PLEDGE TO THE CHRISTIAN FLAG 
I pledge allegiance to the cross, of my Lord Jesus Christ, and to the faith 
for which it stands, one Savior, King Eternal, with mercy and grace for all.  
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 “The Star Spangled Banner” 
O say can you see by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming. 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars thro’ the perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?  

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,  
Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there. 

O say does that star spangled banner yet wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

 

O! thus be it ever when freemen shall stand, 
Between their loved home, and the war’s desolation, 

Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the heav’n-rescued land, 
Praise the power that hath made and preserved us a nation! 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto—“In God is our trust;” 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave, 
O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave! 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

PRELUDE AND MEDITATION       “Webb”                    sett’g: Robert J. Powell 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, 
C: All praise to the Father who reigns above. 
P: Blessed are You in the temple of Your holiness; 
C: All praise to the Son who reigns above. 
P: Blessed are You on the glorious throne of Your kingdom; 
C: All praise to the Spirit who reigns above. 
P: Blessed is the nation whose God is Lord! 
C: And the people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance. 
P: Father, Son, and Spirit, we acknowledge You to be our God. 
C: To You be all honor and glory, praise and adoration, forever and 

ever.  Amen! 
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OPENING HYMN                  “O God of Every Nation”           (tune: LSB 660) 
O God of every nation, Of every race and land,  

Redeem Your whole creation, With Your almighty hand,  
Where hate and fear divide us And bitter threats are hurled,  
In love and mercy guide us, And heal our strife-torn world. 

 

From search for wealth and power, And scorn of truth and right,    
From trust in bombs that shower, Destruction through the night,  

From pride of race and station, And blindness to Your Way,  
Deliver every nation, Eternal God we pray. 

 

Lord, strengthen all who labor, That men may find release,  
From fear of battling saber, From dread of war's increase;  

Where hope and courage falter, Your still small voice be heard;  
With faith that none can alter, Your servants undergird. 

 

Keep bright in us the vision, Of days when war shall cease,  
When hatred and division, Give way to love and peace,  

Where Christians overcoming Their crown of life shall see,  
And with the King of Glory, Shall reign eternally. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: As citizens of the two kingdoms, let us make confession of our many sins 
 before our Holy God: Heavenly Father, we confess that we often take for 
 granted the freedoms which You have permitted us to have here in our 
 United States. 
C: In our freedom we have many opportunities to serve and benefit 

others in Your name, but we often fail to make the most of them.  
Forgive us, Lord. 

P: Heavenly Father, we confess that often we use our liberty for license. 
C: Forgive us for the times when we have acted within the law, but 

not justly with our neighbor. 
P: Heavenly Father, we confess that often our desire to preserve our rights 
 has blinded us to the needs of others. 
C: Forgive us for the times when we have spoken out with 

disrespect for government and authority, and for times when we 
have sat silently by when calls for help have come from the 
unborn, the aged, the homeless, the hungry, and others in need. 
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We confess our sins before You, Almighty God, ruler of heaven 
and earth. We trust in Your forgiveness for the sake of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, whose blood was shed for us and all. By 
Your Spirit, strengthen our faith to serve You and our neighbor 
that ours would indeed be "one nation under God." 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy has given his Son to die to for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
LITANY FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY  "Let Freedom Ring"           (tune: LBW 567) 
C: (Sung) God of our fathers, whose almighty hand Leads forth in 

beauty all the starry band. Of shining worlds in splendor through 
the skies: Our grateful songs before Your throne arise. 

 

P: O God the Father, Creator and Ruler of the world, we give You thanks for 
our nation—for the history in which we see Your hand, for the 
opportunities that surround us in our day, and for the promise that the 
future yet affords. 

C: Make us worthy of Your goodness, faithful stewards of Your 
bounty, citizens concerned for the welfare of all. Throughout this 
land of liberty, O Lord, Let freedom ring! 

 

(Sung) From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, Make Your 
strong arm our ever-sure defense. Your true religion in our 
hearts increase; Your bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 

P: O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the world, we give You thanks for Your 
constant presence and never-failing help, evident in the lives of Your 
assembled people. 

C: Let the light of Your compassion shine on all among us who are 
oppressed by any need—the sick and grieving, the hungry and 
the homeless, the lost and lonely, and all who cry for help.  
Throughout this land of liberty, O Lord, let freedom ring! 

 

(Sung) Refresh Your people on their toilsome way; Lead us from 
night to never-ending day; Fill all our lives with heav'n-born love 
and grace, Until at last we meet before Your face. 



5 

 

 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                     2 Samuel 22:47-50 (p.275) 
L: The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock! 
C: Exalted be God, the Rock, my Savior! 
L: He is the God who avenges me,  
C: who puts the nations under me, 
L: who sets me free from my enemies. 
C: You exalted me above my foes;  
L: from violent men you rescued me. 
C: Therefore I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations; I will 

sing praises to Your name. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   
 

EPISTLE                                                                   Romans 13:1-10 (p.948) 
1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.2Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For 
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who 
is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God's 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in 
vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 
wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for 
the sake of conscience. 6For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are 
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to 
whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, 
honor to whom honor is owed. 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9For the commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   
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RESPONSE                          "America, the Beautiful"             (tune: CH 799) 
O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain,  
For purple mountain majesties, Above the fruited plain!   

America!  America!  God shed His grace on Thee,  
And Crown Thy good with brotherhood, From sea to shining sea. 

 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, Whose stern, impassioned stress.   
A thoroughfare for freedom beat, Across the wilderness!   

America!  America!  God mend thine every flaw,   
Confirm thy soul in self control, Thy liberty in law. 

 

O beautiful for heroes prov'd In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life. 

America! America! May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine.  

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; The Holy Trinity!   
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost through all Eternity!   

O Triune God!  O Triune God!  Oh, turn us unto thee.  
And crown our good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea! 

 
GOSPEL                                                                      Mark 12:13-17 (p.848) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the twelfth chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
13And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in 
his talk. 14And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do 
not care about anyone's opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly 
teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, 
or should we not?” 15But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the 
test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16And they brought one. And he said to 
them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar's.” 17Jesus said 
to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 
God's.” And they marveled at him. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       "Eternal Father, Strong to Save”                     LSB 717 
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SERMON                                     "Today"                                Luke 14:16-21 
Rev. Dean Pfeffer 

 
THE CREEDAL HYMN             "In God We Trust"                        (tune: LSB 677) 

In God we trust, Lord of eternity,  
By whose strong Word creation came to be,  

Lord of the nations, clothed in majesty.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

In God we trust, the Father's own true Son,  
By whose strong death redemption has been won,  

And by whose rising new life is begun.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

In God we trust, the Holy Spirit dear,  
whose inspiration shines the Gospel clear,  

That all the world the saving Word may hear.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not 
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use 
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
COMMISSOINING OF 2019 NYG PARTICIPANTS  
Lana Hartmann, Yulia Hartmann, Bryan Greatens, Keaira Griffin, 
Joslin Kinkead, Jules Kinkead, Andrew MacDonald, Kristin Reagin, 
Pastor Shea, Becky Hartmann, Stacey Greatens, Tracy MacDonald 

 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of 
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
VOLUNTARY                 “God Bless Our Native Land”   sett’g: Sondra K. Tucker 
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PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
P: Let us pray for all God's people in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. Almighty and everlasting God, our heavenly 
Father and the Giver of every good gift, You have provided for all our 
needs of body and spirit, and you have blessed us with more than we ask 
or think; for this we give You thanks. That such gratitude may fill our lives 
and produce works of service to God and to our neighbors, let us pray to 
the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the Church throughout the world, that the Father of our Lord Jesus 

would continue to reveal His saving will through the faithful preaching of 
His Word, increase the faith and hope of all the saints, and give rest to all 
who labor and are burdened, let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For our nation, that as we celebrate 243 years of independence, all who 

live here may thank God for the blessings of this land, repent of our 
misuse of these blessings, and work together to protect the God-given 
rights of everyone, let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For doctors, nurses, and others who care for those who are ill or injured, 

that they may not work to fulfill the desires of their sinful flesh but instead 
focus on easing the burdens of their patients; let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the sick and injured and all those who will undergo tests or surgery in 

the week ahead, especially Dan Senkarik that God would be present with 
them in their time of need and in accordance with His will grant healing, 
let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For those who travel this holiday, that God would keep them safe in His 

care and give them a joyful homecoming, let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For all who receive the Lord's Supper this day, that as Christ lives in them 

by faith He would enable them to repent of their sins, put to death the 
deeds of the sinful flesh, and be led by the Spirit to live joyfully as children 
and heirs of God, let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: Finally, let us pray for our nation, the United States of America. God, bless 
our nation that its leadership among nations might further the cause of 
freedom across the world. Bless with protection and fulfillment the men 
and women of our armed forces. May we by Your blessing be wise and 
good stewards of the treasures of our nation and in our responsible 
citizenship. Now hear us as we express our prayers for the nation we love 
in these words as we sing: 

 
HYMN                             "God Bless Our Native Land"                        LSB 965 

God bless our native land, Firm may she ever stand   
Through storm and night.  When the wild tempests rave,    

Ruler of wind and wave, Do Thou our country save  By Thy great might. 
 

So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies,    
On whom we wait.  Thou who art ever nigh,    

Guarding with watchful eye, To Thee aloud we cry:  God save the state! 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and 
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood.” We prepare to receive what 
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink 
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.  
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                            "O Lamb of God"                         (tune: LBW 567) 

O Lamb of God, You take away our sin; 
Have mercy now and cleanse us from within. 
Have mercy, Lord, that freedom may increase 
And grant us all the blessing of Your peace. 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed 
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity 
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord 
is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament 
God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of 
responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully 
share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time 
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you.  If you have any questions, please 
see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats 
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is 
also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

"Battle Hymn of the Republic"                      LBW 332 
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"My Country, 'Tis of Thee"                         LBW 566 
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HYMN OF THANKS               "Thanks Be to God"                       (tune: LBW 567) 

Thanks be to God and blessed be His name! 
Tell all the nations; Jesus Christ proclaim! 
Servants, depart this table in His peace, 

And let our praise and witness never cease! 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach 
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who 
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING HYMN                   "God Bless America"                           (sung twice) 

God bless America, Land that I love 
Stand beside her and guide her, 

Through the night with the light from above 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 

To the oceans white with foam. 
God bless America, My home sweet home! 
God bless America, My home sweet home! 

 
POSTLUDE                           “God Bless America”                         Irving Berlin 



 

 

Connecting Points 
TODAY: the church continues what is known as “the long green season or more 

appropriately, the “Sundays after Pentecost.” This part of the church 

year will extend until the end of November. The emphasis of the season 

is for us to take what we have seen and heard in Scripture and 

translate it to our everyday lives as we join Jesus on His mission. The 

color of the season is GREEN~ the color of growth and life to remind us 

that we are to be daily growing in our faith and life with our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.    
 

TO BE COMMISSIONED TODAY: are the youth and leaders participating in the LCMS 

National Youth Gathering under the theme of REAL. PRESENT. GOD in 

Minneapolis, MN. They will be leaving Tampa on July 10th and returning 

July 17th. Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare for this 

EXCITING journey, attend the gathering, and return home. Our own 

Kristin Reagin has been selected once again to be a part of the Gathering choir for the 

closing worship service! Attending the Gathering are: Bryan Greatens, Keaira Griffin, 

Lana Hartmann, Yulia Hartmann, Joslin Kinkead, Jules Kinkead, Andrew MacDonald, 

Kristin Reagin, Tallis King, and chaperones: Pastor Shea, Becky Hartmann, Stacey 

Greatens, and Tracy MacDonald.  
 

DON’T FORGET: to check your mailbox before you leave church today 

for your July calendar and servant schedule. Lot’s happening around 

here…who said summers are dull and boring? …Not at Hope!  

 

PLEASE NOTE: There is NO Family Bible Hour this morning. 

 

ATTENTION USHERS: Please remember to wear your name tag each Sunday that you 

serve.   

 

BE SURE TO INVITE: family and friends to our summer worship each Sunday at 

9:15AM and Wednesdays at 6:30PM. What a great way for you to share what 

God is doing among us as we join together as God’s family for worship. 

REMEMBER: Don’t let your praise and worship take a vacation this summer!  
 

MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday 

morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com) 

and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning 

messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.    

hopeplantcity.com


 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED: on Tuesday from 12:00—1:00PM for the regular 

meeting, prayer time, and study of our Hope staff. During this time, 

there will be no one available to answer phones or assist should you 

come by. Therefore, we ask that you please time your calls and visits 

accordingly. The Hope families for whom our staff will pray this week: 

Lauren Matthews; Tim & Tena Matthews; Mark & Kimberly McInnis; Mike 

& Willa McMinn; Devan Mercier; Kristin Mercier & Brooks Seufzer; Ron Michael; and the 

members and staff of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Bartow. If ANYONE has ANY prayer 

concerns for our staff, please be sure to contact Jessica in the Church Office.  
 

GONE FOR THE WEEKEND?: No worries…Don’t forget Hope’s Wednesday evening Living 

Hope worship at 6:30! This is a great opportunity for you to worship if you 

missed joining your brothers and sisters at Hope on a Sunday morning!  

Holy Communion is celebrated each Wednesday. (This worship 

opportunity is not a repeat of our Sunday worship.)  

 

WHAT IS PRAYER?: Our Thursday Morning Bible Study group has begun a 

new study on PRAYER. Please join us Thursdays at 10:30AM. All are invited 

and welcome! For more information or to receive a study guide, see our 

leader, Sandy Howell.  
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL: needs YOUR HELP! Kathy Drapp & Nora Trivunovich have 

offered to lead our children’s Sunday School again this summer, BUT they need your help 

because there will be some Sundays they will not be available to teach. 

What does this mean? If NOBODY comes forward for those Sundays, we 

will have to cancel our children’s classes. Remember, Jesus tells us to 

feed His sheep, please don’t let them go hungry! See Kathy or Nora 

today, and simply say, “Here I am.”  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER: as you travel this summer, the stewardship of your 

gifts is important to the ongoing mission and ministry of our Lord’s 

church. Just as your needs continue at home through the summer, so 

our needs continue here at Hope. Please prayerfully remember your 

ongoing support of the Gospel in this place in your travels.  
 

FOOD BANK NEEDS YOUR HELP: The summer months are especially high 

demand months at our United Food Bank of Plant City. We are always in 

need during these months of “kid friendly” foods like pasta, mac-n-

cheese, canned fruits, vegetables, cereal, pop tarts, apple sauce, etc. 

Remember, you can place your donations in the blue bin in the narthex. 

Thanks in advance for your assistance and Spirit motivated giving!  



 

 

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!: As in past years, our Parish Nurse, Joyce 

Van Matre, is preparing to assist our MEMBERS who may need to 

evacuate in the event of a hurricane. If you will need to evacuate OR if 

you are willing to host a member-family in your home during an 

evacuation order, please fill out a form (available in the Narthex and 

church office) and return to the church office ASAP. Contact Joyce 

(813-545-4318) for more information.  

 

SYNODICAL CONVENTION: If you would like to volunteer in one or more ways during the 

Synodical Convention in Tampa, Liz Pfeffer who is serving as Volunteer 

Coordinator, can answer your questions. Signing up MUST be done 

through this website: flgadistrict.org/joyfully-lutheran-volunteer-sign-up/. 

This will be a great opportunity for you to see how our church ministers 

in the world.    

 

THIS JUST IN: LCMS President Rev. Matthew Harrison has been elected to 

his 4th term as President of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. While we 

were praying for a change in synodical leadership to a more missional 

and evangelical leadership, we can only pray "Thy will be done." We 

pray God's blessings on President Harrison and our Synod as we move 

forward.   
 

BACK HOME: Our sister in Christ, Rayetta Stare, has returned to her home 

from the assisted living facility. Be sure to drop her a note of encouragement 

as she continues to regain her strength. (1308 Mendonsa Road, Plant City, FL 

33563)  

 

RIDE NEEDED: Our sister in Christ, Rayetta Stare is unable to drive at the 

present time and REALLY would like to return to worship at Hope. She is 

in need of a willing brother or sister in Christ to pick her up for worship 

and bring her home. If you are able to help, please call Rayetta at 813-

752-8904.  

 

CHRISTIAN LOVE & SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian love and sympathy to Dodie 

Walker as she mourns the death of her ex-husband, Galen this past 

week. Notes of love and encouragement can be sent to Dodie at 2306 

Carol Loop, Plant City, FL   33563. Also called to their heavenly home this 

past week was Andy Anderson. A memorial service for Andy will take place 

at Hope this Friday, July 12 at 11:00AM; visitation beginning at 10:00am. 

Notes of sympathy and encouragement can be sent to Andy's 

daughter, Stephanie Craft at 407 Merit Oaks Drive, Plant City FL, FL   33563. 

https://flgadistrict.org/joyfully-lutheran-volunteer-sign-up/


 

 

 

  

Your Stewardship & Human Care Ministry Team 
would appreciate donations of the following  

to be shared with our teachers for use with their students: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Deadline: July 28 

  

  ballpoint pens 

boxes of tissues 

colored pencils 

composition books 

crayons 

rulers 

 

scissors 

single large erasers 

spiral notebooks 

washable markers 

#2 pencils 

financial donations 

  

disinfecting wipes 

glue sticks 

hand sanitizer 

notebook paper 

pencil erasers 

I would like to thank everyone who sent 

cards, prayers, and have been so caring 

since my brother died. 

 

God bless you all, 

Pat Bender 



 

 

GROWING IN THE GRACE OF GIVING 

Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to the question: “How much 
should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such questions also vary. 
Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-justification. Even though, as Lutherans, we know we are not 
saved by our works but by grace through faith because of Jesus’ substitutionary atonement, the natural religion of fallen 
man is to earn God’s favor by what we do. 
Take, for example, the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The rich young ruler responds by indicating that all this he has kept from 
his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks one thing: He must sell all he has and give it to the poor and then follow Him. 
This rich young ruler went away sad because he was quite wealthy and could not part with his possessions. Here we see 
that those who seek to justify themselves by their giving will hear a response that intensifies the duty that God places 
upon them. Indeed, they will hear a response that makes it impossible to win God’s favor by their works. 
But to those who genuinely desire to know their duty as Christians in the arena of giving, we look to the Bible for our 
answer. We believe the Bible is the Word of God. And we know that the Word of God has been “breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17). 
So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does the Bible say about how much 
we should give and to whom?” 
The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe – 10 percent – of the first fruits 
of their labor to support the full-time ministry of the Levites. This is what the Lord gave Moses to teach the people: 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in 
the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and 
of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always. 
“And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, 
because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn 
it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses and spend 
the money for whatever you desire – oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. 
“And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. And you shall not neglect 
the Levite who is within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you. 
“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up 
within your towns. And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the 
fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the Lord your God 
may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” (Deut. 14:22–29)  

This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly by calling it a tithe. St. Paul teaches 
the Church at Corinth the following: We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 
2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of 
eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And all of this is 
because the “Lord has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should make their living by the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), 
just as the Levites did. 
This is our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us rich in Him – blessing us with 
the riches of heaven – so we have also been so blessed to follow the example of our Lord and Savior and give of 
ourselves and the work of our hands to bless others with the same. 
If we have been lax in this, let us, like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and scorned its shame, 
likewise begin to work toward this goal of regular giving of a generous proportion of the first fruits of God’s giving to us. 
And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the joy set before us – with a spirit of eagerness, cheerfulness, and love – to 
share the blessings of God with those placed into our care. 



 

 

YOUTH DATES 
July 10-17—National Youth Gathering 

July 24— Youth Group, 6:30PM 

July 31—Youth-led Worship, 6:30PM 

August 4—NYG presentation, 10:30AM 

August 7—Back-to-School Party 

August 14— Youth Group, 6:30PM 

August 21—Youth-led Worship, 6:30PM Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome! 

Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAYS 

9:15AM—WORSHIP 

10:30AM—FAMILY BIBLE HOUR 

4:00PM—SPANISH WORSHIP 

 

WEDNESDAYS 

6:30PM—LIVING HOPE 

WORSHIP 

mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com


 

 

   
 

 

 

WEDNESDAYS AT HOPE, 6:30PM 
 

 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 
 

Our Wednesday evening worship continues this summer as we celebrate 

the goodness and mercy of our God in an alternative worship format and 

style. Holy Communion is celebrated each Wednesday. Join us for a 

relaxed, celebrative worship alternative! 
 

 

  
ADULTS 

THE STORY: The "Greatest Story Ever Told" is more than just a cliché. God goes to great 
lengths to rescue lost and hurting people. That is what The Story is all about—the story of 
the Bible, God’s great love affair with humanity. Condensed into 31 accessible chapters, 
The Story sweeps you into the unfolding progression of Bible characters and events 
from Genesis to Revelation. Using the clear, accessible text of the NIV Bible, it allows the 
stories, poems, and teachings of the Bible to read like a novel.  And like any good story, 
The Story is filled with intrigue, drama, conflict, romance, and redemption—and this 
story’s true! Meets in Fellowship Hall.  Leader:  Pastor Pfeffer 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL 

Like the Apostle Paul in Athens (Acts 17), we too live in a world of increasing plurality. 
Already our youth are encountering various religions and sects within their schools 
(e.g., Muslims, Wiccans). So, as we prepare to engage peers of various beliefs and 
worldviews it is important [a] that we understand these religions and sects so we can 
share our Hope in way that resonates with them (like Paul in Acts 17:28); and [b] so we 
aren’t deceived or confused by the plurality we encounter.  Leader: Pastor Shea  
  

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5 
THE STORY: Children will experience God's great love as His story comes to life! 31 
engaging lessons for preschoolers through elementary children are formatted around 
relatable Scripture references, memory verses, and Bible themes.  
Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Ellen Whitehurst 



 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Diane Bates Jim Baldwin  Rev. Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope’s Ministries 

Bonnie Genrich Dan Senkarik Liz Miller Rev. Shea & Holly Pennington Our Armed Forces 
Dorothy Maltzahn Rayetta Stare Tom Thomas LCMS Synod & District Our Nation 

   Hope Staff Our 1st Responders 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Anderson family mourning the death of Arvid (Andy)  
Dodie Walker mourning death of ex-husband, Galen 
  

CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Pat Bender mourning sudden death of her brother 
Bisbee family friends of Mack & Sheila Goethe—morning death of their son 

Jim & Barbara Carnicelli mourning death of Barbara’s brother, Henry Tinch 
Chris Ivey father of Keaira Griffin’s friend—Parkinson’s disease; recovering from DBS surgery 
Dennis Mansell ex-husband of Christine Mansell—anticipating leg amputation  
Richard father of Kim Wigand—recovering; upper-leg break 

Deena Rivera testing; health concerns 
Dan Senkarik health concerns 
Donna Simmons health concerns 

Warner family mourning sudden death of Steve Warner 
Ellen Whitehurst health concerns  
  

BATTLING CANCER:    Mary Scott 

Tom Battling Austin Dobbs Jerry Gross Pat Mailloux Abbey Sedlacek 
Laura Blake Ginnie Donaldson JoAnne Hayashi Mari Judy Strait 
John Brom Casey Doyle Barry Himmel Pat Mason Jeannie Lee Taylor 
Laura Brom Jace Driggers Dale Jarvis Jennifer McCourt Rick Ward 

Bob Broshelle Kori Dunke Gordon Long David Paul Niver Mr. Wells 
Alice Correia Marcus Elam Lucille Luedke Mary Ann Pitre Millie Wetz 

D Tim Griffie Jean Marie Mactye Alan Rauner Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Stephen & Lorrie Daniell—R Bobby Martin Justin Rappa 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Aaron Morley Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Joshua Gross Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 

Trevor Dahlke—R Brandon Hastings Donnie Pittman Mike Szostkiewicz—R 
 Brad Landis Derek Quackenbush  

 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 



 

 

 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (7/7/2019) ARE: 
Bell Ringer   9:15/Donald Finney 
Acolyte    9:15/Bryan Greatens 
Lector    9:15/Kathy Drapp 
Elder on Duty   9:15/Brian Heipp 
Communion Assistant  9:15/Brian Heipp  
Flowers    Drapp family 
Offerings   Dale & Jonie Wenzel 
Ushers    Team 1 

 8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume  
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 
Jim & Kathy Drapp in honor of their wedding anniversary 

 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (7/14/2019) ARE: 
Bell Ringer   9:15/Kaylee Greatens 
Lector    9:15/Jim Drapp 
Elder on Duty   9:15/Nick Trivunovich 
Flowers    A. Griffin family 
Offerings   Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner 
Ushers    Team 2 

 8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings  
 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF JULY: 
Altar Guild   Tracy MacDonald 
Nurse  Joyce Van Matre (813-689-9415) 
 
 
 

 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


