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VOTERS MEETING AGENDA 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

May 19, 2019 
 

Opening Prayer – Pastor Pfeffer 
 

Roll Call – (visual count) need 10% for quorum 
 

Approval of the Minutes – Liz Pfeffer 
   November 18, 2018 
 January 27, 2019 (Special Meeting) 

 

Membership Matters – Pastor Pfeffer 
 

Consent Agenda of Ministry Reports 
 Senior Pastor 
 Associate Pastor 
 President 
 Past President 
 Vice President 
 Elders 
 Deaconess 
 Christian Growth and Discipleship 
 Fellowship 
 Health 
 Missions & Outreach 
 Music 
 Stewardship and Human Care 
 Trustees 
 Youth 
 Building Committee 
 
Financial Report –Dodie Walker & Daniel Pfeffer 
 
Old Business  
 Building Committee Report & Presentation 
 

New Business 
 

Adjournment and Closing Prayer – Pastor Shea



 

Voter’s Meeting 
November 18, 2018 

 
President, Patrick Griffin opened the meeting. A visual count (10% needed for a quorum) was done. It was 
determined that the quorum was met. Pastor Pfeffer opened with a devotion and prayer.  The minutes from 
the regularly scheduled Voter’s meeting of May 2018 were presented. Sheila Goethe made a motion to accept 
the minutes as presented.  Jim Drapp seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
President Patrick Griffin asked for any questions or comments regarding the Consent Agenda presented in the 
packet. Tom Whitehurst made a motion for the reports to be accepted as presented. Brian Heipp seconded.   
All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Financial Report – Dodie Walker presented the financial report. President Patrick Griffin asked for any 
questions. Ken Hartmann made a motion to accept the financial report as presented. Mack Goethe seconded. 
All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 

o Building Committee – report given by Dave Booher. After much discussion, the following Resolutions to 
move Forward were presented: 
1. Accept the Building Committee Planning Recommendations (Option 6) and authorize the Building 

Committee to move forward with the engagement of an architect and the design process. 
2. Authorize the formation of a Capital Campaign committee made up of a minimum of 6 voting 

members of the congregation. Committee chair will report at regular BOD meetings and Voter's 
meetings. 

3. Authorize the Capital Campaign committee to engage with the LCEF to assist with our Capital 
Campaign 

 
Jim Drapp made a motion to move forward with all three Resolutions presented via a paper ballot. Mike 
McMinn seconded.  The vote was as follows:  
 

1. 54 Yes  5 No 3 Abstain 
2. 54 Yes 5 No 3 Abstain 
3. 53 Yes 6 No 3 Abstain 
 
All three have passed and we will be moving forward. 

 
New Business: 

o Synodical Nominations:  Pastor Pfeffer presented nominations for the Synodical Convention.  For 
Synod President—Rev. David Maier & Rev. Tim Klinkenburg. Jim Drapp made a motion to move 
forward with these nominations. Brian Heipp seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
Pastor Shea closed prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Liz Pfeffer, Secretary 



 

Special Voter’s Meeting 
January 27, 2019 

(Held during Family Bible Hour – 9:15am) 

 
President, David Booher opened the meeting. A visual count (10% needed for a quorum) was done. It was 
determined that the quorum was met. Pastor Pfeffer opened with a prayer. 
 
This meeting was held for the sole purpose of discussing the potential sale of property. 
 
After much discussion, Ron McDonald made a motion to accept the Board of Directors recommendations as 
follow: 

A) The BOD recommends against accepting the offer of $310,000 for the Plan B parcel, and 
B) The BOD recommends against accepting the offer of $80,000 for the Plan A parcel. 

Tom Whitehurst seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion seconded by Nora Trivunovich. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned.   
 
Pastor Shea closed with prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Liz Pfeffer, Secretary 
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 I.N.I  

REPORT OF THE SENIOR PASTOR 

MAY 2019 
 
You know, as I sit down to write this report to you, I look back since our last meeting, and do so in awe at how 
God is truly blessing this congregation as we move forward in mission and ministry in this part of His vineyard 
known as Plant City, Florida. So often I find myself amazed when I should not be at what God is doing with us 
and among us. You see, I fall into the same trap many of you do, I don’t always see God for how big and 
powerful He really is. I always need to be reminded that the God we serve is beyond anything we can ever 
imagine and that when we view ministry and mission on our terms, we are bringing God down to what we 
think He should be. Instead, we should look at the mission and ministry He has given us in His eyes and 
through His eyes. So, with that said: 
 

Here we go folks. To say our congregation’s Building Committee is off and running, would be an 
understatement. This dedicated group has been meeting almost every other week for almost the last year. 
Today you are seeing some of the fruits of their labor and asked about moving forward into the future that 
God has planned for us. This is a very exciting time for us. But just as exciting, it can also become a time of fear 
and doubt.  Let me remind you of John 20: 19-31 where we read of Jesus disciples being locked behind closed 
doors for fear of the Jews. You see, for Jesus disciples, just like us today, there are two choices fear/doubt or 
move forward. The disciples had chosen that fear and doubt. Where did it get them? Behind locked doors. The 
result was that the Gospel was not getting out. If we live in the fear and doubt of this project the same thing 
will happen to us, we will lock ourselves behind our doors and the Gospel will not get out. The choice was the 
disciples. The choice is ours. What changed everything? The disciples had seen the risen Lord. And guess what 
it is the same for us! We see that same risen Lord as He comes to us in His Word and in, with and under the 
bread and wine of Holy Communion and in the Water and Word of Holy Baptism. The result was the disciples 
burst forth from their self-imposed tomb and went into the world with the Word. The result can and should be 
the same for us, as Christ has appeared to us in Word and Sacrament, we are to burst forth from our tomb of 
doubt and fear that can paralyze us and go into the streets, schools, stores, businesses, etc. of our 
communities with that same Gospel message of our Risen Lord. I know, we are talking big numbers when it 
comes to cost, etc. for this to move from paper to reality. But bound together in Christ, we can make this 
happen. What will it take? Each part of this body of Christ, prayerfully and dependent on the Spirit of God, to 
sacrificially set aside a gift to the capital campaign for a three-year period to help finance this project. Will this 
take the place of our regular giving to the mission and ministry of Hope? Nope. That will continue as well. Just 
as you continue to tithe your gifts to the Gospel ministry of Hope, Hope will continue to tithe her gifts to the 
ministry of our District and Synod as we have been doing (10% of our monthly income goes to District/Synod 
monthly). 
 

Please don’t get me wrong, this time can be a bit scary for us as we are not a large congregation and we do 
have a considerable number on fixed incomes. But I truly believe that God is leading us down this path, and He 
will NOT let us down. What it takes is EACH one of us keeping our eyes fixed on Him, the author and perfecter 
of our faith. Over these next few months we will be entering our capital campaign to build Hope for the future.  
Ours is a community of growth and great potential. The question is, will we rise to meet the challenge of 
ministry to future generations on this campus or lock ourselves in. As you know, with the current condition of 
our sanctuary, locking ourselves in is not a viable option. Therefore, we must move forward in faith and hope.  
Just remember these words from Jeremiah 29:11: For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Please be assured in all this 
we are not building a new worship center as a monument to ourselves, we are building to further the kingdom 
of God in this community. The question is to grow with our community or be left behind with facilities that are 
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inadequate to minister within this community. So, how do we respond to that growth? We have 2 options: 
One is to put our head and the sand and adopt the “build it and they will come” approach. I hope you agree 
this approach is just NOT acceptable! Two is a far better option that we see this growth as God using us to 
build His kingdom and Connect People to Jesus! Jesus is calling us to be active and involved in our community 
and in our communities to take those opportunities that God gives us to do 3 critical things: INVITE! INVITE! 
and INVITE! We simply cannot and should not settle when we talk with people we know and people we love 
who are not in a relationship with Jesus. Through our Baptism, we are called to be “fishers of men.” Drop your 
poles in the water, the fish are hungry—in fact the fish are starving! The good news is that Jesus only asks us 
to do the fishing, Jesus does the cleaning of the fish! 
 

I am so excited that once again Hope will host the Lots of Hugs summer reading camp on our campus. This 
program for disadvantaged elementary school children is run (almost single handedly) by Sharon Moody of the 
Plant City Black Heritage Foundation. I was privileged again to deliver the Invocation at their February gala, 
where Hope was also presented their Heritage Award for our efforts in assisting with Lots of Hugs. This 
program begins the Monday after school closes for the summer. It is staffed by teachers (active and retired) 
and many volunteers some of whom have been participants in the camp itself. Daily, Sharon provides 
breakfast and lunch for the children and staff. Their day consists of reading skills, more reading, and tutoring 
in other academic areas. There will be scheduled field trips, etc. (high school students can qualify for 
community service hours through this program. See Pastor Pfeffer or Pastor Shea) As the program will be 
blessed by utilizing Hope’s facilities, I pray that God will bless us as we reach out through this program to the 
African American community here in Plant City. These children and their families will once again be invited and 
encouraged to be a part of our Vacation Bible School in June. I pray God uses EACH OF US to touch these 
families with His Gospel while here at Hope.   
 

Further in my report, you will see our current statistics and will sadly see a list of names that have been 
removed from our membership. Please be assured, that this action is never easy for our Elders or taken lightly. 
Many of the names on this list are people who have relocated to other states and never asked for a transfer to 
another Lutheran congregation and sadly, never gave us any forwarding address. Some of the names are of 
people still in our community who have simply chosen not to worship at Hope and after many contacts by our 
Pastors and Elders have decided to separate themselves from this body of believers. Please be assured, every 
attempt was made to restore them to fellowship and join us at our Lord’s table. In our contacts with them, 
they have all been assured that the doors of Hope are always open to them and we will ALWAYS have room at 
our Father’s table to join us. But at the same time, we have also been blessed to welcome many new members 
(they do not appear in this report due to timing). These newest members bring a diverse background of gifts 
and talents to Hope and we thank God that He has led them to become a part of our Hope family. As we are 
now on one morning worship, if you see an unfamiliar face, take the initiative and introduce yourself…I can 
assure you…none of them bite! Who knows, in the process, you just might make a new friend! In fact, as I 
found out in meeting with one of our newer members, we both came from the same town in New York!   
 

As you are aware, this past fall we moved forward with our Spanish ministry along with Family of Christ and 
Messiah Lutheran Churches in extending a Divine Call to both Pastor Miguel and Pastor John to serve as 
“worker priests” (each working 29 hours weekly in this ministry). Now, we have moved another giant step 
forward. Our Spanish Ministry Committee (Pastors Adrian, Messiah; Whitehead, Family of Christ West; and I) 
have prepared along with Pastor Miguel, Jr. the framework for a Hispanic Ministry Oversight Committee to 
consist of 2 individuals from each of the host church Spanish worship participants. The ultimate goal of this 
committee will be to move the ministry forward in our communities and help its growth to the point that it 
moves from mission to a full congregation without financial dependence on the hosting congregations. This 
committee will ultimately report to the leadership at Messiah as they are the calling congregation for this 
ministry. We pray that as Pastor Miguel ministers in Plant City, God will bless his efforts with kingdom growth. 
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By the way, let me encourage you any Sunday at 4:00 to visit our Spanish ministry! You will be moved by the 
welcome and love present at that service!   
 

I’ve said it before, and I will say it again and again—how critically important it is for us as a congregation to 
continue being present in our Plant City community. We simply cannot afford, as the people of God, to hide 
behind the walls of this place and not be seen and heard in our community. Remember, the church is 
people...the building is just the place we meet and call “the church.” But the church is people and we are 
called to be the church at home, work, school, golf course, gym, etc. It takes all of us to be a part of Plant City 
to have a positive impact in our community. It is exciting that SO MANY of our members seek ways to be a 
part of this amazing community. By sharing these blessings with those in need, we are the face of Jesus to 
those whom we come in contact. Remember, we don’t do what we do to be noticed or for praise…we do all 
things to glorify our God and Father! That and that alone is our motivation. To that, let me thank you for 
allowing me the opportunity to serve in our community as a board member (vice-chair of board effective in 
June) of our United Food Bank, in the Daybreak Rotary Club, as Past Chairman of our Plant City YMCA, as 
board member for Plant City Chamber of Commerce, and to serve as Circuit Visitor for our Winter Haven 
Circuit. Thanks also to Cindy Kemp who represents Hope at the Pregnancy Care Center of Plant City on their 
board of directors. Thank you to the many ladies of Hope who volunteer at South Florida Baptist Hospital.  
Saints of God, the only way we will impact Plant City with the Gospel is if we are in the world, and not of the 
world…in other words DON’T HIDE YOUR LIGHT UNDER A BUSHEL! Remember, a city on a hill cannot be 
hidden.  
 

As I always do at this point, let me now commend to you our AWESOME STAFF! God has truly blessed this 
congregation with a staff that is truly the best! I know that I would be lost without the assistance and 
leadership of those whom God has assembled in this place: Pastor Shea, Christine Mansell (serving here at 
Hope for almost 47 years!), Jessica Griffin (my right and left arms, without her many gifts I’d be lost), Joyce Van 
Matre, Lyn Senkarik, and our extended staff of Ellen Whitehurst leading choir, Donna Koren who directs our 
bells, Barbara Ahlers for her Praise Team leadership, and Pastor Miguel who leads our Spanish worship. What 
a blessing it is to come to Hope every day and serve side by side with these willing servants—we are BLESSED! 
Also, please allow me this opportunity to thank God for my family especially for Liz, who has been by my side 
not just as a wife but as my beloved partner in ministry—I would be lost were it not for her love and support! 
36 years of marriage 25 of which have been in ministry. Just think we arrived at Hope a family of 5 in June 
1996 and today with everyone, we are a family of 10! Of those 25 years, June, will mark 23 years of ministry 
for my family at Hope. Believe me, there is no way a man can accomplish these tasks as Pastor without the 
love, support and especially the partnership of his wife. God has blessed me in this ministry at Hope more than 
I deserve and way more than I can ever thank Him for all He has given and done for me. The opportunities 
placed before each of us are as endless as God’s love and power to accomplish them. When and as we work 
side by side as one body in our Lord you will truly experience the same JOY in ministry that I have and do 
experience.  
 

Our mutual ministry here at Hope reaches out and touches many families with the Gospel who otherwise 
might live in darkness. I urge you, in the Gospel, to let this place shine with the light of the Gospel. Let this 
place be a beacon of light in a sin darkened world. Let this be the place of refuge in our sin sick, strife torn 
world. Let this be the place where the residents of Plant City can continue to come to hear the Gospel 
proclaimed in truth and our Lord’s sacraments administered in their purity. Let this church continue to be a 
mission church with each member a missionary about the task of sharing the Gospel as together we, 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always! 
 

 
REV. DEAN R. PFEFFER, Senior Pastor 
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 I.N.I  

REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

MAY 2019 
 

“This is the day the Lord has made let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24) 
 

Christ is Risen! He has Risen, Indeed! Alleluia! Oh, what a joy it is to declare these words of life and hope…to 
continue celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord. As One Body—Christ’s Body—we partner together to share 
this Good News to world. To connect people to the One who provides rock solid hope upon which we stand 
and live. Let us rejoice and be glad in Him. For truly each day is a day that our Risen Lord has made. Each day is 
blessing. Each day is an opportunity for to be Christ’s body and connect people to Jesus. So, let us continue to 
unite together—staff, elders, ministry teams…as disciples—to reach out touch this world with Jesus’ grace, 
embrace people with His unconditional love. This is the day He has made. ☺ 
 

Personally, I rejoice in joining with Hope’s Youth Team (Tracey, Stacey, Michael, Mary Ann, Jason & Kayla). 
Planning for youth group, youth-led worship and especially the 2019 LCMS National Youth Gathering. 
Together we strive to build comradery, confidence and competence among Hope’s youth in order to prepare 
them to share the Hope they have within our Risen Lord. Going out into the world, into their schools and 
neighborhoods to connect people to Jesus. To touch peers with Jesus’ grace, embrace them in his love, to walk 
with people where they are and let our Real Present God be really present in/through them for others. And 
they do this—in fact, they are currently doing this by simply inviting friends to worship, youth group, even 
starting their own bible study with peers that’s youth-led and in school. This is what making disciples, who 
make disciples is all about. This is what being prepared to share our Real Present Hope look like. 
 

Since July of 2018 God opened a door and connected me with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at HCC Plant 
City. Since January a small group of students have faithfully meet every Tuesday from 2:30 to 4:00 for bible 
study, for a time to hang out with Jesus and let His Word work in our lives and soul. Remember, this is 
completely led and run by college students and this past February the Spirit led them to begin Thursday prayer 
walks every other week. When I was first invited to join Edwin and Gaby to join, all I could think was: “This is 
the day the Lord has made let us rejoice and be glad in it!” These prayer walks are a simple way we join Jesus 
on campus of HCC and pray students, staff and faculty, sometime even with people we encounter. We 
especially pray for what the Spirit is up to and how we may be a part. Currently, ICVF has reach enough 
members to become an official club on campus, which will open even more doors of opportunity to connect 
people to Jesus on campus. So next fall there will be a new club on campus. 

 

Before we get to fall, we have a full summer of stuff happening. Impactful stuff like NYG 2019, VBS and Lots of 
Hugs Summer Reading program will be hosted a Hope once again. I am so excited for all three of these huge 
events (HUUUGE… lol)! Monday through Friday, dawn to dusk, we will have 100 +/- children on our campus. A 
whole summer to impact their lives. I am excited to see what God has planned for these kids and how Hope, 
how you and I will be able to impact the lives of these kids. What a mission field to rejoice and be glad about 
b/c each day is a day the Lord has made. This summer I am excited to encourage and enrich the lives of these 
children with Jesus love, grace, mercy, peace and so much more. I’m excited to play basketball outside with 
them day after day and have the privilege of walking with these kids, letting “with-ness” be the witness that 
shows them they are loved and cared for.  
 

Family of Faith, where is God leading and taking you this summer? Who will He put in your path? Be prepared 
to share the Hope you have within and remember: “This is the day the Lord has made, so rejoice and be glad 
in it!” 

HE is Risen! 

Pastor Shea 
REV. SHEA R. PENNINGTON, Associate Pastor 
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GOD’S VISION FOR MINISTRY AT HOPE: 

 

THE MISSION OF HOPE IS... 

 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
November, 2018—April, 2019 

 
Additions: 

Matthew Reese (Baptism) 
* Members received on April 14th will be reported 

    in November, 2019 report 

 
Deletions: 
          Mechel Albano 
          David Baldwin 
          Dakota Benton 
          James & Adene Benton 
  Sjana Benton 
          Judy Bolay 
          Flint Christiansen & Jacqueline Thatcher;  
                Alexis, Caleb & Skyler 
          Inge Clissold 
          Curtis DeBord; Christopher 
          Jake Ford & Joey Hope; Jamie & Jenna 

    Church Triumphant: 
Frank Dahlke 
Millie Houck 
Ernie Reaume 

 
 
 
          Carlos & Tammy Garcia  
          Jennifer George 
          Don Gilbert 
          Al & Noreen Gray 
          Daniel & Rebecca Hodne;  
                Lauren, Kristin & Carolyn 
          Maggie Hutto 
          Linda Kelto 
          Michael Lintz; Stella 
          Kay Morgan 

          
 
 
 
            
 
 
          Krystal Parrish 
          Barbara Pease 
          Lori Ponder; Emma Carbee 
          Robert Sparkman 
          Amy Siegel 
          William Stafford 
          John & Marilyn Taylor; Daryn 
          Barbara Workley 
          Josie Workley 
         Marvin, Devin & Corey Wright 

 
Total Additions:         1 
Total Deletions:     50 
TOTAL                    -49 

 
Current Statistics (as of April 30th): 

Baptized: 373                    Communicant: 335                    Associate: 19                    Voters: 273 
 

 

TO REACH THE PEOPLE  

OF OUR COMMUNITIES 

WITH THE 

LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 

AND THE INVITATION FOR 

CELEBRATIVE WORSHIP, 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH, 

AND 

SERVICE TO OTHERS IN HIS NAME. 
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President’s Report 
 

(Not Submitted) 
 
 

 
 
Vice President’s Report 
 
  (Not Submitted) 
 
 

 
 
Past President’s Report 
 
  (Not Submitted) 
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Elders Ministry Team Report 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Over the first five months of 2019 we have had many opportunities “To Connect People to Jesus.” Do you 

realize that if you have participated in any of those opportunities, then you are a missionary? Opportunities on 

and off our campus were: Strawberry Festival Peanut Booth, The Hope Valentine Banquet, The Advent Tea, 

GriefShare, and our Easter Breakfast—that is just to name a few. 

 

The mission opportunity for the Elders Ministry Team was the Easter Breakfast. We were able to raise funds 

and use a Thrivent Action Grant to help support upcoming Vacation Bible School. 

 

Of course, not all mission opportunities happen on our campus or at one of our ministry events. Have you 

noticed the sign we have as you exit our campus? “You are now entering the mission field.” I have a friend 

who attends Weight Watchers here at Hope. She has told me many times how convicting that sign is. She 

doesn’t attend our church, but it reminds everyone leaving our campus what God has called us to do. 

Connecting people to Jesus can happen anywhere. Believe me when I tell you, the Lord puts those 

opportunities in front of us every day. Sometimes it is as simple as a kind word or a smile. The Lord will put 

opportunities in front of us all, but we must be bold enough to proclaim His great news and connect them to 

Him. In Matthew 28 we are commanded “make disciples of ALL nations.” This is not an option but a command 

of all who call Jesus “Lord.” The Lord will use us; all we have to do is make ourselves available to Him. 

 

Please remember you are not Connecting People to Jesus on your own. The Lord is always with you every step 

of the way. He will provide you the words and the avenues to fulfill His command. So, be open to the many 

opportunities and let the Lord speak through you. 

 

Connecting People to Jesus together, 

Todd Warner 

 

 

 

Deaconess Report 

 

  (Not Submitted) 
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Christian Growth and Discipleship Ministry Team Report 

 

The Christian Growth Ministry Team has been very busy since our last report! We had our Advent Tea in 

December which was a great way for us to remember the true reason we celebrate Christmas. The Christmas 

program was tons fun, and we hope you enjoyed hearing all about the story of Jesus’s birth from “Carol and 

the Belles.”  Our Easter Egg-Stravaganza was a huge success, and the children had a great time finding the eggs 

that the congregation so graciously laid.    

 

We are now in the middle of planning our annual VBS. This year’s theme is Miraculous Missions and yes, there 

will be spaceships and astronauts! We are looking for LOTS of volunteers, support, and prayers as we let 

everyone know how “Jesus Saves the World.”  This is our biggest outreach to the community and a great 

opportunity to get YOU involved in “Connecting People to Jesus,” either by being a volunteer, praying for us 

daily, or giving a monetary donation. We ask that you prayerfully consider how you can help!   

 

We couldn’t do all the activities we do without our fabulous congregation. Please keep our board in your 

prayers as we work to find more ways to help all of us “Connect People to Jesus!” 

 

God’s Blessings, 

Nora Trivunovich 

 

 

 

Fellowship Ministry Team Report 

 

Dec. 2018:  Advent Tea: served approximately 120 attendees. 

 Eve before New Year’s Eve Brunch: 75-80 people attended. 

 

Jan. 2019: Welcomed new members to the Fellowship Team—Carl Bergner, Amy Gall, and Kathy Norris.  

Members that remained on the team are Kristin Mercier and Theresa Justice. Theresa and I 

attended the all-team meeting for planning for the 2019 year. 

 

Feb. 2019: Fellowship Team Meeting 

 

March 2019: Fellowship Team Meeting and Church Picnic. Approximately 100-125 members of our 

congregation attended. It was a beautiful the day the weather was gorgeous.   
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April 2019:  Fellowship team hosted one of the Lent Dinners. Menu: Taco Bar and cookies. Contributions 

was approximately $130.00. The team decided to spend the money on food for the Plant City 

Food Bank. Items purchased included 110 jars of Jif peanut butter, 19 boxes of cereal, 12 boxes 

of Chicken/Rice Dinner, 10 boxes of granola bars, 10 boxes of elbow pasta, 10 boxes of 

spaghetti, 24 boxes of Mac/Cheese, and 10 packs if Yellow Rice. 

 

May 2019: Will be the Voter’s Meeting meal. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carol Walkenhorst 

 

 

 

Health Ministry Team Report 

 

  (Not Submitted) 

 

 

 

Missions & Outreach Ministry Report 

 

****Regarding our Missions & Outreach activities from November 2018 to present: 

 

1.  December—Assembled 50 Christmas Boxes for 25 boys/25 girls for the Plant City Food Bank 

 Hosted a Wednesday Advent Dinner. 

2.  January—Met with all Ministry Teams in Fellowship Hall to plan for our 2019 Goals. 

 

3.  February—Hosted a Valentine Luncheon for 60+ Singles.   

 Donated $100 to a Hope "Adopt-A-Family." 

4.  March—Hosted Wednesday Lenten Dinner. 

5.  April—Labeled & distributed Peeps for Easter. 

                          Assembled New Member Bags. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Willa McMinn 
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Music Ministry Report 

  

Music Opportunities…  

 

The worship planning of our music program is directed to “Connect People to Jesus,” whether by the music 

leaders or the congregation as a whole. No matter how you are “gifted,” we want to utilize that gift here at 

Hope, both in worship and as enhancement to reaching a strong commitment to the word of God… …that may 

be in hymns, praise songs, Vacation Bible School, summer music opportunities, choirs: traditional and 

contemporary, brass, bells and/or string instruments.  

 

The dedication of our “volunteers” at Hope, in every area, is truly amazing and heart-warming. Their 

commitment to put God and worship on an “utmost priority” has never failed to encourage me as the director 

of music. If you look into the faces of those in praise, through music here (of any nature) it is a blessing to 

them and to us, as listeners.  

 

If you feel that you are NOT one of those “musical” people, then read the scripture that accompanies the 

singing. It is not simply a poetic “run on” of rhyming words. It IS scripture and if you don’t “sing or play”, then 

“read and pray”. Pray for the message of our lessons, the sermon or the words of our music to reach in to the 

heart and soul of the listeners. Does that same prayer extend into your HEART and SOUL?  

 

That is the hope and prayer of your director of music, the leaders of music here, the choirs, the children: do 

they see YOU singing and praying? Where will the next generations worship and will they sing at all?  

 

Christine Mansell 

Director of Music, Hope Lutheran Church (1972–2019) 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship & Human Care Ministry Team Report 

 

The Stewardship & Human Care Team has had several opportunities to Connect People to Jesus. 

 

• Veteran’s Bags: These bags were delivered in November to veterans at Solaris and Community Care 

Centers. 
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• Teddy Bears: Teddy Bears were collected on February 17th and donated to the Rough Riders of Tampa 

Bay. 

• Love Baskets: Supplies were collected in April to assemble into baskets for our shut-ins. The baskets 

were then delivered in April and early May. 

• Baby Bottle Drive: Baby bottles were handed out on Mother’s Day, May 12. This will benefit the 

Pregnancy Care Center of Plant City.  

 

Looking ahead: 

• We will be collecting school supplies for our teachers in July. 

 

Thank you for your generous and continued support. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandra Howell 

 

 

 

Trustees Ministry Team Report 

 

The Trustees would be remiss if we did not extend a BIG thank you to everyone in the congregation who finds 

time to work on items around the church campus. You have no idea how much your efforts, whatever they 

may be, help us as we work together to show a pleasing picture to all who drive by Hope Lutheran on a daily 

basis. If our efforts cause just one person to turn into our driveway and ask about Hope, then those efforts 

have not been in vain. The Trustees continue to meet on the first Saturday of the month for work days 

(actually ½ days) on a variety of items. We do have a structured list of items that are addressed on a recurring 

basis, as well as some longer-range desires that we get to as time and available hands allow. We work on 

renovating the landscaping around the campus where items have reached the end of their life span, as well as 

address general repairs (within our skill set) on plumbing, electrical, and roofing. As our campus ages, we have 

been looking at more upgrade needs and evaluating them relative to a potential campus building program.     

We had a congregation work day in April (prior to the Easter holiday), with a great turnout and many tasks 

were eliminated from the list. Another event will be scheduled in the FALL prior to the Christmas season. 

THANK YOU to ALL who made time to come and help work on a variety of items. Your help is what continuous 

to make our campus stand out to those who travel Park Road, and that work may cause some people to turn 

into our driveway.   

 

Since the last congregational meeting, multiple items have been addressed. Following are some of the major 

items: 

1) Resolved the campus lighting issues in the back parking lot with TECO; 

2) Continued to upgrade “church event signage” (Christmas and Easter) along Park Road; 
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3) Addressed sidewalk “slippage area” by the AC units adjacent to the Fellowship Hall; 

4) BIG ITEM…addressed multiple equipment failures due to TECO transformer malfunction. Multiple A/C 

units, as well as other campus equipment, was damaged. As we worked thru the multiple business 

units involved, we were able to recover over $3,300 from TECO for damages. Our “out of pocket costs” 

were about $2,200.        

 

Looking forward over the next few months: 

1) Continue the work on restriping the parking lots (adding more handicapped and visitor spaces); 

2) Work to complete the TECO ZAPCAP program on campus to mitigate any damages from another 

transformer malfunction; 

3) Work to prepare the campus for the summer reading program attendees; 

4)  Look to get some electrical power to the storage building in the back corner. This is where the “flood 

buckets” are stored (there have been as many as 1,200 stored). Electricity is needed so we can activate 

the security light on the pole. We have had some night shipments (in/out) and worked by flashlights.  

Not the most desirable situation… 

5) Who knows what else will “pop up?” …I sure don’t, but I do know something will… 

 

If anyone has any concerns or sees an issue needing attention, please let us know. We are ready to help! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Wendell Lattz 

 

 

 

Youth Ministry Team Report 

 

In December, the Youth celebrated the Advent and Christmas season with their annual Youth Christmas Party, 

and this time they got to celebrate on the brand-new wood floors in the youth room, along with their own 

Christmas tree, lights, and ornaments to help made it their space. Then kicked off 2019 with our New Year’s 

Eve LOCK-In. We had a blast playing glow-in-the-dark hide and seek, air hockey, head-to-head basketball, and 

lit up the New Year with sparkler party. 

 

January Youth Group and Youth-Led Service—On Wednesday nights, youth would gather together to dive into 

God’s word and strengthen their faith and bond of fellowship, as they prepared themselves to share their hope 

with others. Every 3rd Wednesday, youth serve in leading Living Hope Worship and band together with Pastor 

Shea in performing skits for the message. These are skits that show us the difference Christ makes in life. In 

him we not alone and nobodies, but somebody, in fact, we are His body—a body in which all members matter, 

all members have their place and an importance for the whole body and are united in the purpose of reaching 

out to touch others with his grace, embrace them in his love, and speak to them Jesus peace. 
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In February, Hope’s youth joined St. Paul, Lakeland’s youth at the Ice Sports forum in Brandon for some fun 

and cool ice skating (pun intended). Then at the end of February and early march, many of our youth, assisted 

in helping work out boiled peanut booth at the Strawberry Festival. One of our youth even showed up every 

morning and evening to help set-up and close, and filled in when throughout the festival when needed. 

 

March through April our youth helped during out Lenten Worships, and on Ash Wednesday they served their 

annual Chili for dinner. They also helped with set-up and clean up for Church Picnic on March 17. Then in April, 

they joyfully served in Holy Week services in honor and praise of our crucified and risen savior—Jesus Christ. 

For the Egg-Stravaganza, youth did an amazing job stuffing eggs, separating eggs, counting eggs, even laying 

eggs, lol…in the courtyard for the kids to collect—2,530 eggs in all to collect! 

 

Most exciting of all…we are less than 2 months away from NYG 2019 in Minneapolis! 4 adults (Becky, Tracy, 

Stacey, and Pastor Shea) and 9 youth (Kristin, Yulia, Lana, Keaira, Joslin, Jules, Andrew, Bryan, and Tallis) are 

amped up and ready for this event. We are flying Southwest Airlines along with the youth from Messiah, 

Tampa. We stay at the Crowne Plaza AiRE Hotel right next to MSP airport and Mall of America. This means our 

hotel is at a main stop for Blue Line Rail which goes directly to U.S. Bank stadium (site of NYG Mass Events). 

With a 7-day Transit pass that provides unlimited use of bus and metro rails, transportation will be a breeze. 

To help get y’all as excited about this as we are, Hope’s Youth will be doing T-shirts for us and the whole 

congregation. So, plan to get some Hope NYG 2019 T-shirts this summer! 

 

Finally, please continue to pray for us as we get closer and while we are at The Gathering that we are prepared 

to share our REAL PRESENT GOD with everyone He puts in our path. ☺ 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 

 

 

Building Committee Report 

 

BACKGROUND 

At the November 2018 Voter’s Meeting, the Voters authorized the Building Committee to engage an architect 

and move forward with developing concepts for Phase 1 new Church building. 

 Phase 1 is the construction of the new Church. 

 Phase 2 is the construction of the Fellowship Hall. 

 Phase 3 is the Remodeling of offices. 

 Phase 4 is Remodeling of classrooms. 
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The goals for the new Church building are to accommodate 300 in the sanctuary, to include an area for the 

Music Ministry, to include restrooms, to provide a larger Narthex, to include improved accessibility, and to be 

constructed of high quality, low maintenance materials. 

 

RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

- Over the past 6 months the Building Committee has been meeting with our architect Mark Johnson of 

Dykes Johnson.  Our work has included developing floor plans and concepts for Phase 1 of the building 

program. 

- Concept plans were shared at the church picnic, at Board of Director’s Meetings, and at various other 

group meetings. 

- Met with City of Plant City Development Review Committee.  (Engineering, Utilities, Fire Department, 

Police Department, Zoning). Presented the Master Plan.  Received Plant City criteria and discussed 

issues. 

- Concept plans have been reviewed by an Acoustic Consultant who made suggestions to obtain the best 

acoustic performance of the sanctuary. 

-  

VOTER’S MEETING 

At the May 19 Voter’s Meeting, the floor plan and concepts will be presented along with 3D renderings and 

the latest cost estimate.  The Voters will have the opportunity to discuss and question the plan, with the goal 

of authorizing the next step - which will be the development of final construction plans for Phase 1 the new 

Church Building. 

 

PLAN MOVING FORWARD 

If the Voter’s authorize the development of construction plans, the Building Committee will continue to work 

with the Architect to develop detailed plans and obtain construction bids prior to the November 2019 Voter’s 

Meeting. 

 

The Capital Campaign will take place starting in July and will culminate in November with the collection of 

pledges toward the building program. 

 

At the November 2019 Voter’s Meeting, the Voters will have bids and the results of the Capital Campaign and 

will make the decision to authorize the construction phase. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

David Booher, Building Committee 
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Financial Report—Hope Lutheran Church 

 



 

 

Hope Lutheran Church 
2001 N. Park Road | Plant City, Florida 33563 

813-752-4622    hopeplantcity.com    hopelutheranpc@gmail.com 

 


