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Tenebrae Service 

April 19, 2019 
 

 
 
THEME OF THE DAY 
From 1635 to 1640 a Spanish artist named Francisco de Zurbarán created a painting and 
called it Agnus Dei— that’s Latin for “Lamb of God.” De Zurbarán’s masterpiece points 
us to the wonder and awe of Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. 

 
(Offerings will be received in the Narthex following the service.) 

 
MEDITATION                          “Via Dolorosa”                         

Kristin Reagin, soloist 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
PRELUDE                             “O Sacred Head” 
 
 

SILENT PROCESSIONAL                                                           Hope Ringers 
 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P:  Turn us again to yourself, O God Almighty.  
C:  Make your face shine upon us.  
P:   Only then will we be saved.  
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C:   You brought Israel from Egypt like a grapevine.  
P:   You drove away the nations and transplanted them into your land.  
C:   You cleared the ground for your people.  
P:   They took root and filled the land.  
C:   But now, our walls are broken down. 
P:   The wild boar from the forest devours it, and the wild animals feed on it. 
C:   Make your face shine upon us.  
P:   Look from heaven and see our plight. Take care of this grapevine  
C:   Turn us again to yourself, O God Almighty.  
P:   Make your face shine upon us.  
C:  Only then will we be saved. 
P:  Dear Jesus, our Savior and Lord, lead us to reverently behold the agony of 

your rejection, the pain of your condemnation, and the horror of your 
crucifixion.  

C:  Bring us to the places you walked and to the people you 
encountered on that Friday so long ago.  

P:  Stay with us, Lord, as we witness your suffering and listen to your last 
words of love.  

C:  As we approach Calvary let us become mindful of our sins and of 
our willful rebellion against your holy commandments.  

P:  Eternal God, we confess that we have turned away from you in our 
thinking, speaking, and doing.  

C:  We have lived for ourselves and have refused to bear the burdens 
of others.  

P:  We have passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.  
C:  O God, we have tried to hide from you and from one another.  
P:  We confess our fatal attractions that enslave us and the failed 

relationships that haunt us.  
C:  We cannot plead the strength of our temptations or the frailty of 

our nature or place the blame on other people.  
P:  We can only say, “For the sake of Jesus, God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner.” 
(A moment of silent reflection.) 

 

P:  By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. O God, make your face shine upon us.  

C:  Only then will we be saved! 
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OPENING HYMN        “Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow”                      LSB 428 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the 
hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen.  
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SPECIAL MUSIC            “He Never Said a Mumblin’ Word”       Jubilation  

                                                                     David Booher, guitarist                             Singers 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD   
 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                    Exodus 12:1-14 (p.53) 
1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for you the 
beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all the 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 
according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is too small 
for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; 
according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6and 
you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 7“Then they shall take some of the 
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They 
shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs 
they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its 
legs and its inner parts. 10And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt 
fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in 
haste. It is the Lord's Passover. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I 
will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on the 
houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will 
befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 14“This day shall be for you a 
memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as 
a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                                                           1 Corinthians 1:18-23 (p.952) 
18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block 
to Jews and folly to Gentiles.  
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “Deep Were His Wounds”                           LBW 100 

 

 

 
 

MESSAGE                                  “Agnus Dei”                          Exodus 12:1–13 
Rev. Dean Pfeffer 
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PRAYERS  
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”           LSB 425; v. 1 & 4 

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
P: Lord Jesus, you have produced the perfect fruit for us on the tree of the 

cross. By your blood you have won for us forgiveness, life and salvation. 
We are eternally grateful for the sacrifice you have made and for the gifts 
you have bestowed. When you bowed your head in death you were 
bearing the fruit of eternal life for us. Love so amazing, so divine 

C:  Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
P: Lord Jesus, your church is the place where the gifts won on the cross are 

given and shared. Use your people to bear the good fruit of grace and 
forgiveness in our homes, communities and places of work. Deliver to 
each of us the mercy that comes through your Word and sacraments. 
Love so amazing, so divine 

C:  Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
P: Lord Jesus, your death was for all people, even those who lead us in our 

governments and marketplaces. Forgive them when they use their power 
unwisely. Empower them to bring justice to our land and to every place 
throughout the world so that all people would live in the peace and 
harmony that comes from the fruit of the tree of the cross. Love so 
amazing, so divine 

C:  Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
P: Lord Jesus, by your wounds we are healed. Produce the fruit of health and 

healing in those who are filled with illness, sickness or disease. Surround 
the sick with caring people who use their gifts to help and serve. 
According to your will, deliver wholeness of body, soul and spirit to all who 
call upon you. Love so amazing, so divine 

C:  Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
P: Lord Jesus, death and darkness are all around. But we see a glimpse of 

light shining from the cross. It reminds us that those who have trusted in 
you now live in your presence. Lead us always to follow their example and 
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to place the entire weight of our trust in you until we, too, see you face to 
face and receive all the fruits of your everlasting grace. Love so amazing, 
so divine 

C:  Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
P: Into your hands, Lord Jesus, we place all of our needs, knowing that your 

death on the cross produces the good fruit of answered prayer.  
C: Amen. 
 
 

 
 SERVICE OF DARKNESS  

 
 

Tenebrae—Based on the Words Spoken by Our Lord from the Cross 
 
HYMN                             “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”                           LSB 440 

Jesus, I will ponder now on your holy passion; 
With your Spirit me endow for such meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith may the image cherish 
Of your suff’ring, pain, and death that I may not perish. 

 
THE WORD OF FORGIVENESS                                              Luke 23:33–38 
When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And 
the criminals were also crucified— one on his right and one on his left. Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the 
soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice. The crowd watched and the 
leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save himself if he is really 
God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” The soldiers mocked him, too, by offering him 
a drink of sour wine. They called out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, 
save yourself!” A sign was fastened above him with these words: “This is the 
King of the Jews.” 
 

(The first candle is extinguished.) 
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HYMN                                “Go to Dark Gethsemane”                 LSB 436; vs. 1-2 
Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs away; Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

Follow to the judgment hall, View the Lord of life arraigned; 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; Learn from Him to bear the cross. 
 

Text: Public domain  

 
THE WORD OF PROMISE                                                          Luke 23:39–43 
One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are 
you? Prove it by saving yourself— and us, too, while you’re at it!” But the other 
criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to 
die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything 
wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
Kingdom.” And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 
 

(The second candle is extinguished.) 

 
HYMN                            “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”            LSB 437; vs. 1-2 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed, And did my sov’reign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head For such a worm as I? 

 

Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity, grace unknown, And love beyond degree! 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
THE WORD OF LOVE            John 19:25–27 
Standing near the cross were Jesus’s mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary (the 
wife of Clopas), and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother standing there 
beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” And 
he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this disciple 
took her into his home. 
 

(The third candle is extinguished.) 
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HYMN                           “Christ, the Life of All the Living”       LSB 420; vs. 1-2 & 4 
Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe: 
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver From the bonds of sin forever. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful scorn 
And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me And with heav’nly glory crown me. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
THE WORD OF FORSAKENNESS                                              Mark 15:25–35 
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. A sign announced 
the charge against him. It read, “The King of the Jews.” Two revolutionaries 
were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. The people passing 
by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. “Ha! Look at you now!” they 
yelled at him. “You said you were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in 
three days. Well then, save yourself and come down from the cross!” The 
leading priests and teachers of religious law also mocked Jesus. “He saved 
others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! Let this Messiah, this King of 
Israel, come down from the cross so we can see it and believe him!” Even the 
men who were crucified with Jesus ridiculed him. At noon, darkness fell across 
the whole land until three o’clock. Then at three o’clock Jesus called out with a 
loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means “My God, my God, why 
have you abandoned me?” Some of the bystanders misunderstood and thought 
he was calling for the prophet Elijah. 
 

(The fourth candle is extinguished.) 
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HYMN                          “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”                   LSB 423; v. 1 
Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, Savior from the world above: 
Often have Your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 
Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
THE WORD OF SUFFERING                                                      John 19:28–29 
Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture he said, “I 
am thirsty.” A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, 
put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. 
 

(The fifth candle is extinguished.) 

 
HYMN                             “Upon the Cross Extended”             LSB 453; vs. 1 & 7 

Upon the cross extended See, world, your Lord suspended. 
    Your Savior yields His breath. The Prince of Life from heaven 
Himself has freely given To shame and blows and bitter death. 

 

Your cross I place before me; Its saving pow’r restore me, 
    Sustain me in the test. It will, when life is ending, 

Be guiding and attending My way to Your eternal rest. 
 

Text: Public domain 

 
THE WORD OF VICTORY                                                              John 19:30 
When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit. 
 

(The sixth candle is extinguished.) 

 
HYMN                       “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”              LSB 450; vs. 1-4 

O sacred Head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded With thorns, Thine only crown. 
O sacred Head, what glory, What bliss, till now was Thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 
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How pale Thou art with anguish, With sore abuse and scorn! 
How doth Thy face now languish That once was bright as morn! 

Grim death, with cruel rigor, Hath robbed Thee of Thy life; 
Thus Thou hast lost Thy vigor, Thy strength, in this sad strife. 

 

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered Was all for sinners’ gain; 
Mine, mine was the transgression, But Thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ’Tis I deserve Thy place; 
Look on me with Thy favor, And grant to me Thy grace. 

 

My Shepherd, now receive me; My Guardian, own me Thine. 
Great blessings Thou didst give me, O Source of gifts divine. 

Thy lips have often fed me With words of truth and love; 
Thy Spirit oft hath led me To heav’nly joys above. 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
THE WORD OF TRUST                                                               Luke 23:44–47 
By this time it was about noon, and darkness fell across the whole land until 
three o’clock. The light from the sun was gone. And suddenly, the curtain in the 
sanctuary of the Temple was torn down the middle. Then Jesus shouted, 
“Father, I entrust my spirit into your hands!” And with those words he breathed 
his last. When the Roman officer overseeing the execution saw what had 
happened, he worshiped God and said, “Surely this man was innocent.” 
 

(The seventh candle is extinguished.) 

 
HYMN                                 “Were You There"                         LSB 456; vs. 1-3      

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

    Oh . . . Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

    Oh . . . Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
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Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

    Oh . . . Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
THE RESPONSE            (congregation listens while in prayer) 
 
VOICE:  Yes, I was there when they crucified my Lord. I was there with my mind 

filled with thoughts of anger toward others. I was there with all of my 
selfishness and little concern for others. I was there with lack of love for 
family and friends, desiring them only for what they could do for me. I was 
there in my loneliness, for I had failed to let the light of His love shine into 
my life. I was there with my spiritual hunger and thirst, since I had not taken 
time to seek out His presence. I was there with my doubts believing that His 
teaching had no relevance for living today. I was there with my envy and 
pride, thinking that I was self-sufficient. I was there—and I have been there 
many times—by the way I have been thinking and living. 

 
 
 

 THE DARKNESS  
 
 

 
The sanctuary is darkened. The hammering of the spikes is heard. Two women approach the 
cross to see Jesus one last time. As they leave, they remove the paschal candle from the chancel 
signifying the apparent victory of the powers of darkness over the Lord and also His burial in the 
tomb. As the "light" is hidden, the congregation prays the Lord's Prayer in a whisper. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER (congregation whispers) 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING OF THE BOOK AND TEARING OF THE VEIL 
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RETURN OF THE LIGHT 
After the Closing of the Book, the Christ candle is returned. The Light was put out, but was only 
in the grave for three days. We were once in darkness save for that one Light of Hope, the Light 
of the World, who rose from the dead to live and reign, assuring us of forgiveness and life. 

 
DISMISSAL  
P: In our grief we go forth now to meditate, to witness, and to serve. In the 

name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 

BELL TOLL                                                                                   Hope Ringers 
After the Pastors recess, the congregation leaves in silence, remembering the Light which lingers 
and casts hope through the gloom of Good Friday The bell will toll 33 times reminding us of our 
Lord's age at the time He was crucified. 

 
(Offerings will be received in the Narthex following the service.) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

April 21—Easter Sunday 
 

7:00AM Sonrise Festival Worship  
w/Holy Communion 

  

8:15AM Easter Breakfast  
  

9:15AM Easter Egg-Stravaganza 
  

10:30AM Festival Worship  
w/Holy Communion 

  

4:00PM Spanish Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

  

5:00PM Spanish Egg-Stravaganza 
 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives!   Job 19:25 
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